S??$c/3 


Vo  A,  / 


IfflOi l jHef'U'itl  (Limit  rt  l 


. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28747239_0001 


THE 

W O II  K S, 

J 

LITERARY , MORAL , 

AND 

MEDICAL, 


OF 

THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.D. 

F.R.S.  AND  A.S.— F.  R.  S.  AND  R.M.S.  EDIN. 

LATE  PRES.  OF  THE  LIT.  AND  PHIL.  SOC.  AT  MANCHESTER;  MEMBER  OF 
THE  R0YA1.  SOCIETIES  OF  PARIS  AND  OF  LYONS,  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
SOCIETIES  OF  LONDON,  AND  OK  AIX  EN  PROVENCE,  OF  THE 
AMERIC.  ACAD.  OF  ARTS,  Arc.  AND  OF  THE  AMERIC. 

PHIL.  SOC.  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

% 

TO  WHICH  ARE  PREFIXED, 

MEMOIRS  of  his  LIFE  and  WRITINGS \ 

AND  A SELECTION  FROM  HIS 

LITERARY  CORRESPONDENCE . 

A NEW  EDITION. 


VOL.  I. 


PRINTED  BY  RICHARD  CRL'T  FWELL,  ST.  JAM ES’s-STREET,  BATH  ; 
FOR  J.  JOHNSON,  ST.  PAUL’S  CHURCH-YARD,  LONDON. 


I 807 


\ 


* • 


I* 


\ 


' 


ADVERTISEMENT \ 


7 IIE  Public  is,  in  these  volumes,  presented  with 


an  entire  collection  of  the  Literary,  Moral,  and 
Medical  Writings  of  Dr.  Percival.  The  parts  which  are 
now  for  the  first  time  published , are  chiefly  the  fol- 
lowing; u An  Inaugural  Dissertation,  De  Frigore;” — 
some  additional  Notes  and  Amendments  to  the  “ Medical 
“ Ethics;” — a Biographical  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
Thomas  Butterworth  Bay  ley , esq;  of  llope-hall,  near 
Manchester ; — and  a selection  from  the  Literary  Corres- 
pondence of  Dr.  Percival,  incorporated  with  the  Memoirs 
of  his  Lite  and  Writings. 

Agreeably  to  the  judicious  sentiment  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  that  u the  best  monument  which  can  be  erected  to 
“ a man  of  literary  talents  is  a good  edition  of  his 
u ivorks ;”  the  Editor  of  the  present  publication  is  soli- 
citous to  perform  this  office  of  filial  regard  for  the 
memory  of  a much-loved  and  respected  parent ; whilst 
he  is  little  apprehensive  for  the  fate  of  an  entire  col- 
lection, of  which  the  distinct  parts  have  already  been 
honoured  with  general  approbation. — To  these  Works  he 
has  ventured  to  prefix  a Biographical  Narrative,  with  the 
diffident  hope  of  extending  the  reputation  of  an  eminent 
writer , by  a record  of  the  transactions  of  his  private 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


and  literary  Life.  Although  the  uniform  tenor  of  pro- 
fessional avocations,  diversified  only  by  the  liberal  and 
tranquil  pursuit  of  letters,  furnish  few  materials  for 
personal  biography ; yet  happily  the  vicissitudes  of  ex- 
traordinary fortune  are  not  essential  to  illustrate  the 
attributes  of  virtue,  or  the  labours  of  science.  To  some  it 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  pursue  the  progress  of  a Man 
of  Letters  through  the  simple  incidents  of  a career,  which 
afforded  leisure  for  private  occupation,  and  scope  for 
conduct  marked  by  the  peculiarities  of  his  genius; 
nor  can  it  be  wholly  uninstructive  (o  trace  in  the  familiar 
actions  of  a grave  and  refined  philosopher  a conformity 
with  the  precepts  contained  in  his  moral  writings.  The 
image  of  Dr.  PercivaVs  mind , which  is  impressed  on 
the  more  durable  monuments  of  his  fame,  may , it  is 
probable,  have  served  rather  to  excite  than  to  gratify 
the  public  curiosity  respecting  the  passages  of  his  life, 
and  the  features  of  his  character;  and  the  design  of  the 
following  Memoirs  will  be  fulfilled , if  they  serve  to 
exhibit  a pleasing  assemblage  of  moral  and  intellectual 
endowments,  a series  of  unwearied  efforts  in  the  cause 
o!  learning  and  humanity , and  a life  spent  in  active 
exert  10, ns,  for  the  public  and  domestic  good,  unblemished 


o\)  a single  circumstance  which  it  would  be  painful  to 
' ectte.  H he  simple  record  of  such  a life,  it  is  beautifully 
observed  by  a very  distinguished  writer*  may  derive  an 
interest  even  hom  its  uniformity;  and,  when  contrasted 
v.  lln  the  turbulent  events  of  the  passing  scene,  may  lead 
the  tnoughls  to  some  views  of  human  nature,  on  which  it 
is  not  ungrateful  to  repose. 


* Profdlbr  Dugald  Stewart : Life  of  Reid. 


TO 


JOHN  IIAYGARTH,  M.  D. 

F.R.S.  LOND. — F.R.S,  AND  R.M.S.  EDIN.  MEMBER 
OF  THE  AM  ERIC.  ACAD.  OF  ARTS  AND 

sciences;  and  of  the  lit.  and 

PHIL.  SOC.  OF  MANCHESTER. 


DEAR  SIR, 

PERMIT  me  to  addrefs  to  your  protection  thefe 
volumes  of  my  Father’s  Literary,  Moral, 
and  Medical  Writings.  To  you  I am  prompted 
to  offer  them,  not  only  from  a fenfe  of  your  talents 
and  candour  in  edimating  their  various  merit;  but 
allow  me  to  add,  from  the  conviction  that  fuch  an 
offering  would  have  accorded  molt  gratefully  with  the 
fentiments  of  their  late  venerated  Author.  Your 
friendfhip  Fie  valued  among  the  earl  Fed,  the  mod 
durable,  and  the  mod  affectionate  which  his  life  af- 
forded. Nor  did  he  edeem  it  a flight  honour  to 
enjoy,  without  interruption,  an  unreferved  and  liberal 
intercourfe  with  one  fo  eminently  diffinguilhed  by 
profeffional  Jkill  and  aCtive  philanthropy. 

In  addreffing  you,  I need  not  explain  the  motives 
which  dictated  the  works  contained  in  the  prefent 
publication.  The  circumdances  of  their  origin,  and 
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the  purpofes  they  were  defigned  to  fulfil,  were  com- 
monly fubmitted  to  your  confideration,  before  the 
works  themfelves  were  communicated  to  the  Public. 
Their  intrinfic  utility  was  difcufled  with  the  freedom 
and  zeal  which  are  inefbmable  in  the  friendfhips  of 
men  of  letters,  whilfl  new  lights  were  (truck  out,  which 
contributed  to  their,  illufiration  or  improvement. 

In  extending  the  protection  of  your  Name  to  the 
Biographical  Memoir  prefixed  to  thefe  volumes,  I am 
not  infenfible  that  I feek  at  the  fame  time  the  indul- 
gence of  your  criticifm,  and  your  approbation  of  the 
fidelity  of  the  narrative.  But  the  former,  I am  per- 
fuaded,  you  will  readily  accord  ; nor  can  I withhold 
the  pleafing  though  flattering  aflurance,  that,  in  the 
following  pages,  your  candour  will  recognize  the  faith- 
fulnefs  of  the  writer’s  defign,  even  where  his  fuccefs 
has  been  leall  adequate  to  his  wiflies. 

Permit  me  alfo  to  aflure  myfelf  that  you  will 
receive  this  Addrefs,  as  a teflimony  of  the  fincere 
]e!peCt  and  perfect  efteem  with  which  I remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  mofl  obliged  friend, 

And  faithful  fervant, 
EDWARD  PERCIVAL. 

Bath , Jan.  1807. 
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" Hie  liber , profejjione  pietatis , laudatus  erit  ant  \ excufatus .” 

Tacit. 

“ quidem , quanquam  ejl  fubito  ereptus , wwV  tamen  femperque 
vivet.  Virtutem  enbn  amavi  illius  viri  quee  ext  in  ft  a non  ejl ; 
nec  miht  foil  verfatur  ante  oculos , fed  pojleris  erit  clara 
ti  inftgnisH 


Cicero. 


M E M OIKS 

OF  THE 

LIIE  AND  'WHITINGS 

OF 

THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.D. 


rr^HOMAS  PERCIVAL,  the  fubjeft  of  thefe 
A Memoirs,  defcended  from  a family  of  refpec- 
table  condition,  formerly  refident  at  Thelwall,  in  the 
county  of  Chefter.  1 1 is  remote  -anceflors  were  occu- 
pied in  the  cultivation  of  the  patrimonial  eftate  ; a 
farm  of  moderate  extent,  which  has  been  lineally 
tranfmitted  to  the  prefent  generation.  The  {lender 
fortunes  of  his  line  were  compenfated  by  intellec- 
tual endowments,  and  hereditary  worth.  His  more 
immediate  predeceffors  applied  with  diligence  and 
fuccefs  to  the  ftudy  of  fcience ; and  the  fame  which 
they  acquired  by  the  exercife  of  a liberal  and  lucra- 
tive profefhon,  appears  to  have  awakened  his  early 
ambition  of  literary  eminence. 


VOL.  i. 
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His  grandfather,  Peter  Percival,  was  the  firlt  who 
quitted  the  patrimonial  habitation.  Deltined  by  birth 
to  the  fcanty  inheritance  of  a younger  Ion,  he  was  in- 
duced to  feek  a more  ample  fortune  by  embracing  the 
profellion  of  phyficj  and  accordingly  devoted  himfelf 
to  the  ufual  methods  of  preparatory  ftudy.  With  the 
view  to  a more  extended  fphere  of  pra&ice  than  his 
native  village  afforded,  he  fixed  his  refidence  at  War- 
rington, in  Lancafhire;  where  he  lived  with  decent 
hofpitality  and  creditable  fame.  The  lady  alfo  whom 
he  married,  (Martha  Worfley,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Worfley,  of  Sutton,  in  the  fame  county,)  appears  to 
have  been  remarkable  for  the  attainments  of  her  under- 
fianding,  and  the  exemplary  virtue  of  her  life.  Her 
filter,  Mrs.  Mather,  is  known  by  the  correfpondence 
which  file  held  on  theological  fubje&s  with  the  cele- 
brated Bilhop  Burner,  by  w7hom  file  was  greatly 
efteemed. 

In  the  year  1701,  Peter  Percival  died,  leaving  an 
iffue  of  four  fons  and  one  daughter.  Of  thefe,  the 
eldefi:  foil,  Thomas  Percival,  adopted  the  profelfion  of 
his  father ; and  by  his  fuperior.  talents  augmented 
the  reputation  of  lus  name.  The  following  iketch, 
from  the  pen  of  his  fuccefior,  defcribes  his  worth  and 
accomplifhments:  <4  He  received  his  clalfical  educa- 
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« tion  at  the  free  grammar -fchool  of  Warrington; 
cc  an  inftitution  well  endowed,  formerly  much  reforted 
« to  and  held  in  great  eftimation.  From  this  femi- 
“ nary  he  removed  to  Leyden;  where  he  became 
“ the  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Boerhaave ; and  com- 
“ bined  with  his  medical  purfuits  the  fiudy  of  various 
“ other  branches  of  knowledge.  Following  the  fteps 
“ of  his  great  matter,  he  dire&ed  his  attention  to  Na- 
cc  turai  Hittory,  Chemiftry,  Ethics,  and  Theology.  At 
<£  the  expiration  of  the  ufual  period,  he  was  honoured 

“ with  the  degree  of  Do&or  of  Phyfic,  A.  D.  1720. 

§ 

<£  His  inaugural  differtation, £ DePhthifi  Pulmonali,, 
44  is  written  with  elegance,  perfpicuity,  and  much  infor- 
“ mation.  The  love  of  learned  eafe  contracted  the 
“ fphere  of  his  professional  exertions;  and  his  pra&ice 
cc  was  confined  to  Warrington,  and  a fmall  furround- 
“ ing  diftriCL  But  his  talents  and  ikill  were  acknow- 
C£  ledged  by  able  judges;  and  his  fituation  afforded 
<£  him  a field  fufficienty  ample  for  the  difplay  of 
44  probity,  humanity,  and  difinterettednefs.” 

Jofeph,  the  third*  fon  of  Peter  Percival,  was  born 
in  the  year  1694.  Like  the  red  of  his  family,  he 


* James  Percival,  the  fecond  fon,  removed  from  Warrington  to 
Jdverpool ; where  he  followed  the  profeflion  of  a merchant,  during 
the  courle  of  a long  life,  with  honour  and  reputation. 
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received  the  benefit  of  a prudent  and  liberal  educa- 
tion. But  his  native  dilpoiition  was  averfe  from  the 
purfuits  of  fame  or  fortune ; and  he  appears  to  have 
fought  his  happinefs  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  an 
eafy  and  refpe&able  ftation.  At  different  periods, 
however,  he  engaged  in  various  branches  of  com- 
merce ; and  tranfmitted  to  his  pofterity,  in  the  exam- 
ple of  upright  and  benevolent  conduft,  the  faired 
portion  of  his  inheritance.  By  his  union  with  Mar- 
garet Orred,  a lady  of  reputable  family  in  Chefliire, 
he  had  feven  children,  of  whom  three  died  at  an 
early  age.  Thomas  Percival,  the  fubjeff  of  the 
prefent  narrative,  was  the  youngeft,  and  only  fur_ 
viving  fon;  born  September  29,  N.  S.  1740. 

During  the  period  of  infancy,  his  health  was  feeble 
and  precarious,  requiring  all  the  offices  of  tender 
affiduity  to  preferve  and  invigorate  his  frame.  His 
youth,  neverthelefs,  was  carefully  devoted  to  intellec- 
tual improvement,  aided  by  the  opportunities  of  in- 
ftruftion  which  are  tired  provincial  town  afforded.  The 
individuals  of  his  family  who  had  gained  diflinffion  by 
their  literary  attainments,  had  excited  a tafte  for  know- 
ledge,  and  even  a reliffi  for  fludious  purfuits,  among 
the  other  members  of  his  domeftic  circle  j fo  that 
thole  who  guided  his  juvenile  conduft,  were  well 
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fitted  by  their  acquilitions  to  form  and  cultivate  his 
mind.  At  the  age  of  three  years,  however,  he  fuf- 
fered  the  Angular  misfortune  of  lofing  both  his  parents 
by  deceafe  at  the  fame  time;  the  death  of  his  mother 
happening  a few  hours  only  after  that  of  his  father, 

i 

whofe  health  had  been  gradually  undermined  by  the 
forrow  which  her  long  and  painful  illnefs  occafioned. 

But  the  lofs  of  parental  inftruCtion  was  fupplied  to 
their  fon  by  the  able  and  affectionate  care  of  his 
eldefl  filler,  Elizabeth  Percival,  the  real  mother  of 
his  underftanding  and  manners.  The  excellent  qua- 
lities of  this  lady,  a rare  benevolence  of  temper,  and 
undiflembled  probity  of  mind,  were  in  no  common 
degree  congenial  to  the  character  which  file  was  des- 
tined to  unfold;  whillt  the  image  of  her  virtues  feemed 
to  be  reflected  in  the  youthful  difpofitions  of  her 
charge.  The  purity  of  her  moral  precepts,  no  lefs 
than  the  warmth  of  her  affeCtion,  infpired  his  mind 
with  the  indelible  fentiinent  of  filial  regard  ; and  to 
the  lateft  hour  of  his  life  few  reflections  afforded  him 
more  grateful  pleafure,  than  thofe  aflbciated  with  the 
memory  of  her  kindnefs.* 

* This  lady  had  the  happinefs  of  witneding,  during  the  courfe 
of  a long  life,  the  fruits  of  her  maternal  care.  She  died,  at  an 
advanced  age,  a few  years  only  before  the  fubje&  of  this  memoir  ; 
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After  palling  through  the  ufual  forms  of  elementary 
inftruttion,  at  a refpe&able  private  feminary  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Warrington,  Mr.  Percival  was  en- 
tered, in  the  tenth  year  of  his  age,  at  the  free  gram- 
mar-fchool  of  that  town.  Under  the  care  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hayward,  (a  teacher  of  confiderable  fame,)  he 
laid  the  chief  foundation  of  his  acquaintance  with  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages  ; and  by  early  proficiency 
recommended  himfelf  to  the  efteem  of  a rigorous 
mailer.  His  indultry  and  fuccefs  were  confpicuoully 
fuperior  to  his  years ; the  zeal  of  his  application 
fo  far  exceeding  the  bounds  which  a delicate  confti- 
tution  prefcribed,  as  to  render  it  expedient,  fome 
time  afterwards,  to  remove  him  to  another  fchool, 
where  his  labours  might  be  lefs  fevere.  But  the 
faithful  regard  of  Mr.  Hayward  followed  him  to  this 


who  has  teftified  his  affectionate  efteem  for  his  “ fofter  parent,1 ” by 
recording  her  virtues,  and  his  own  obligations,  in  a pathetic  infcrip- 
tion  to  her  memory. — Poffeffed  of  an  underftanding  of  more  than 
ufual  energy,  her  thoughts  were  often  and  deeply  converfant  with 
fubjeCts  relating  to  religion  j and  her  judgment  in  thefe  matters  was 
fortified  and  improved  by  theological  ftudy.  Her  favourite  recur- 
rence to  topics  of  ferious  meditation  had  even  contributed  to  caft 
over  her  mind  a {hade  of  folicitude,  which  was  fometimes  obferved 
to  mingle  with  the  deeper  colouring  of  defpondency.  But  her 
*<ftive  duties  were  cheerfully  and  aftiduoully  performed ; and  the 
warmth  of  her  piety  was  infufed  into  the  early  fentiments  of  her 
charge. 
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new  fituation,  and  at  length,  through  earneft  en- 
treaty, procured  his  return  to  the  free  grammar- 
fchool,  where  he  remained  during  feveral  years. 

In  the  autumn  of  1 757,  the  Warrington  Academy 
was  opened ; when  the  name  of  Mr.  Percival  was  the 
firfl  enrolled  on  a numerous  and  refpe&able  lift  of 
pupils.  At  this  inftitution,  ^whofe  celebrity  is  not 
unknown  to  men  of  letters,  he  purfued  with  un- 
abating diligence  the  claflical  ftudies  in  which  he  had 
already  made  confiderable  progrefs.  The  Latin  com- 
pofitions,  in  particular,  which  he  executed  about  this 
time,  difplay  the  extent  not  lefs  than  the  accuracy  of 
his  attainments.  In  the  fubfequent  and  far  greater 
part  of  his  life,  the  failure  of  his  eye-fight  precluding 
him  from  the  perufal  of  works  in  fuch  languages  as 
are  not  made  fluently  intelligible  by  a reader,  his 
intercourfe  with  the  writings  of  antiquity  was  in  great 
meafure  relinquiflied ; but  he  proved  the  value  of  his 
prefent  labours,  by  manifefting  his  tafle  and  his  fkill 
in  compofltion  even  at  an  advanced  age. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Percival  applied  with 
much  afliduity  at  any  period  to  the  cultivation  of 
mathematical  fcience  ; nor  did  his  acquirements  in 
that  department ' extend  beyond  the  limited  inflruc- 
tions  he  received  during  his  refldence  at  the  War- 
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rington  Academy.  The  dudy  of  Ethics,  however, 
which  formed  an  important  branch  of  academical  dis- 
cipline, attracted  his  early  curiofity.  Guided  by  an 
able  mailer,  he  explored  the  various  and  fafcinating 
regions  of  moral  fcience  ; and  imbibed  a partiality 
for  thefepurfuits,  which,  while  it  prompted  his  imme- 
diate induftry,  furmlhed  a fource  of  the  moil  grateful 
occupations  of  his  riper  leifure.  To  ethical  he 
united  theological  reading ; and  by  obferving  the 
falutary  cuilom  of  devoting  the  fabbath  to  thefe 
dudies  exclulively,  his  acquaintance  with  them  foon 
became  familiar,  and  even  extenfive.  His  relilh  for 
enquiries  of  this  kind  might,  perhaps,  be  affociated 
with  the  lingular  purity  or  integrity  of  fentiment 
which  charaXerifed  his  moral  nature.  But  his 
labours  were  encouraged  by  the  affidance  and  exam- 
ple of  a private  indruXor,  to  whom  he  has  acknow- 
ledged the  deeped  obligations.  This  friendly  aflidant 
was  the  Rev.  John  Seddon;  who  had  been  recently 
appointed  minider  of  a congregation  of  Protedant 
Diffenters,  and  whofe  abilities  raifed  him  to  the 
office  of  Rector  Academia,  or  head  of  the  Inditution, 
at  Warrington.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  this  divine  extended  widely  beyond  the  fphere 
of  his  padoral  connexions  ; whild  his  private  virtues 
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adorned  and  animated  a numerous  fociety.  The 
influence,  in  the  mean  time,  which  he  acquired  over 
his  young  pupil,  was  carefully  exerted  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  latter,  in  the  various  branches  of 
knowledge  fuited  to  his  capacity;  but  chiefly,  as  it 
appears,  in  dire&ing  his  ambition  or  his  tafle  to 
tliofe  liberal  (Indies  of  philofophy,  in  which  he  after- 
wards delighted  to  excel.  ■ Nor  was  Mr.  Percival 
infenlible  to  the  attributes  of  piety  and  benevolence 
which  dignified  the  character  of  his  guide.  The 
aflfemblage  of  virtues  which  he  afterwards  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Seddon,  in  a tributary  record,  feems  to  have 
excited  in  a lively  manner  his  refpeft  and  admiration; 
nor  is  it  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  faithful  picture 
of  his  friend  is  characterized  by  features  bearing  a 
ftriking  refemblance  to  his  own.* — It  may  be  related 
in  this  place,  (as  the  circumftance  influenced  the  early 
education,  and  probably  the  future  views,  of  the  fub- 
je£t  of  this  memoir,)  that  foon  after  the  period  of 
Mr.  Seddun’s  eflablifhment  in  Warrington,  the  family 
of  Mr.  Percival  was  induced  to  quit  communion 
with-  the  church  of  England,  and  to  efpoufe  the 
tenets  of  Protcftant  Diflent.  The  (acred  Undies  in 
which  the  older  part  of  its  members  had  deeply 

* See  vol.  i.  page  33. 
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engaged,  feem  to  have  wrought  a change  in  their 
religious  opinions,  accompanied  with  correfponding 
fentiments  in  thofe  around  them.  The  motives  of 
their  converfion  were  unqueftionably  fincere;  and  the 
period  of  declaration  might  be  produced,  or  haftened, 
by  a rational  preference  for  the  difeourfes  of  a libe- 
ral divine  of  Arian  perfuafion. 

In  connexion  with  this  circumftance,  another  fa& 
may  be  recorded,  which  difplays  the  chara&eriftic 
integrity  of  Mr.  Percival’s  mind.  Previous  to  his 
removal  from  the  Warrington  Academy,  he  had  for 
fome  time  indulged  the  wifh  of  entering  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford;  but  he  hefitated  concerning  the  fub- 
feription  to  the  thirty-nine  Articles  of  Faith  which 
is  required,  by  Jlatute , on  matriculation.  This 
diffidence,  encouraged  perhaps  by  the  fuggeftions  of 
his  friends,  induced  him,  even  at  thus  early  a period, 
to  examine  the  validity  of  each  Article  of  belief,  with 
rdl  the  pains  he  was  able  to  command.  His  leifure, 
he  has  frequently  declared,  was  for  a conliderable 
time  occupied  by  the  ftudy  of  the  befl  do&rinal  inter- 
preters, whofe  writings  he  perufed  with  diligent  zeal. 
The  refult  of  his  enquiry,  however,  ferved  rather  to 
confirm  than  to  remove  his  fcruples;  and  he  at  length 
refolved,  with  reluctance,  to  abandon  his  fcheme  or 


s 
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refidence  at  Oxford.  As  the  terms  of  matriculation 
at  Cambridge  were  at  that  time  nearly  fimilar,  lie 
began  to  dired  his  views  to  the  univerfity  of  Edin- 
burgh; whither  he  removed  in  the  twenty-fird  year 
of  his  age,  and  commenced  his  fludies  in  Medical 
Science. 

Having  hitherto  cultivated  with  fuccefs  thofe 
branches  of  knowledge  on  which  a liberal  profeflion 
is  mod  advantageoufly  grafted,  he  now  bent  his  la- 
bours to  the  objed  of  his  future  dedination.  His 
ardour  feems  to  have  been  excited,  and  his  induftry 
fecured,  by  a long-cher idled  predilection*  for  the 
purfuits  conne&ed  with  Phyfic  ; a fcience  or  an  art 
allied  .to  an  almod  infinite  range  of  natural  and  moral 

enquiry.  In  the  profecution  of  his  private  dudies  he 

/ 

* The  fource  ,of  this  predile&ion  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  as 
it  illuflrates  the  early  chara&er  of  the  fubjeft  of  this  narrative.  In 
the  juvenile  ardour  of  his  mind,  he  had  been  accuflomed  to  regard, 
with  lingular  veneration,  the  genius  and  learning  of  his  paternal 
uncle,  Dr.  Percival ; and  to  afi'ociate  with  the  character  prefented 
to  his  imagination,  every  attainment  fuited  to  the  ambition  of  his 
future  life.  Thefe  fentiments,  derived  from  his  own  relle&ions,  or 
inculcated  by  his  friends,  were  cherilhed  by  him  with  partial  care, 
and  eventually  determined  the  choice  of  his  profeflion. — At  the 
death  of  this  relative,  (in  the  year  1750,)  he  received  an  accelhon  to 
his  patrimonial  fortune,  which  afforded  him  ample  means  for  a liberal 
education.  He  at  the  fame  time  came  into  poffefTion  of  an  extenfive 
library,  which  opened  to  him  the  invaluable  privilege  of  a familiar 
accefs  to  books  from  the  commencement  of  his  earlieft  fludies. 
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had  for  fome  time  chiefly  delighted;  and  he  appears, 
by  theevidence  orhis  confidential  letters,  to  have  felt, 
in  a lively  degree,  that  infatiable  ardour  for  intellec- 
tual improvement,  which  is  at  once  the  prefage  and 
the  inftrument  of  future  eminence.  To  this  propen- 
flty  the  delicacy  of  his  natural  conflitution  might 
probably  contribute,  by  preventing  the  diverfion  of 
his  tafte  to  purfuits  uncongenial  with  the  habits  of  a 
iludent;  while  his  fuccefs  in  the  labours  of  the  clofet 
confirmed  an  early  and  fortunate  partiality.  The  par- 
ticular method  which  he  adopted  in  his  medical  fludies, 
may  at  leaf!  manifeft  his  perfevering  induftry.  After 
carefully perufing,  he  epitomized  and  commented  upon 
the  moll  valuable  treatifes ; lie  revifed  again  and  again 

what  he  had  imperfe&Iy  written  ; and  tranfcribed,  as 

» 

far  as  he  was  able,  the  lectures  of  the  moft  eminent 
profeflors.  His  juvenile  manufcripts  (which  happen 
to  have  been  preferved)  teftify  his  application  to  this 
laborious  procefs,  which  laid  the  folid  foundation 
of  his  future  famed  In  the  academical  focieties  alfo, 
and  other  meetings  for  the  difeuflion  of  fcientific 
fubje&s,  he  fuftamed  an  active  part  with  no  incon- 
flderable  credit ; wliilft  among  his  aflociates  were 
feveral  individuals  who  have  fince  rifen  to  eminent 
eputation,  and  whofe  efforts,  like  his  own,  have 
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contributed  to  quicken  the  progrefs  of  fcience  and 
philanthropy.* 

Mr.  Percival’s  afliduity  in  thefe  purfuits,  however, 
did  not  preclude  him  from  ufing  with  care  the  oppor- 
tunities he  poflefTed  of  forming  an  extenfive  acquain- 
tance with  the  literary  ch  a rafters  and  perfo  is  of  dis- 
tinftion  in  Edinburgh.  He  had  the  good  fortune,  in 
particular,  to  enjoy  frequent. and  friendly  intercourfe 
with  the  rival  candidates  for  hiftoric  fame,  Mr.  Hume, 
and  Dr.  Robertfon.  For  the  former  of  thefe  he  feems 
to  have  entertained  a ftrong  perfonal  regard;  nor 
did  he  afterwards  fuiTer  his  veneration  of  the  man 
and  the  philofopher  to  be  diminiftied  by  his  averlion 
from  the  polemic.  “ It  was  impoflible  to  know  Mr. 
ct  Hume,”  (he  declares  in  one  of  his  moral  diflerta- 

t « 

* Foremoft  among  the  number  of  his  intimate  friends  and  com- 
panions, was  the  late  Thomas  Butterworth  Bayley,  efq;  of  Hope, 
near  Manchefter.  At  an  earlier-age  than  Mr.  Percival,  he  went  to 
Edinburgh,  in  purfuit  ol  general  fcience;  and  an  intimacy  was 
there  formed,  which,  in  the  fubfccjuent  period  of  their  lives,  was 

cheriffied  by  the  moft  unreferved  intercourfe,  and  the  conftant  red- 
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procation  of  good  offices.  [Vide  Biographical  Memoirs,  &c.  vol.  ii. 
P*  ] A friendffiip,  not  lefs  valued  or  durable,  was  there  formed 
with  Dr.  Haygarth,  of  Bath  ; the  moft  frequent  of  his  early  corres- 
pondents, and  the  moft  intimate  of  his  profcffional  friends.  Among 
the  number  of  his  aflociates,  alfo,  were  Dr.  Falconer,  Dr.  Aikin,  Sir 
Lucas  Pepys,  bart.  and  feveral  others,  diftinguifficd  by  their  fcien. 
tiilc  attainments. 


N1V 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 


tions)  “ without  admiring  his  talents,  and  loving  him 
“ for  the  fuavity  of  his  manners.5'  Their  acquain- 
tance was  renewed  at  Paris ; where  Mr.  Hume  was 
then  refident  as  fecretary  to  the  Englifli  embaflfy;  and 
where,  (as  the  fubjeCt  of  this  memoir  ufed  to  obferve.) 
amidft  a crowd  of  flatterers,  he  alone  appeared  infen- 
flble  to  the  artifices  or  the  fedu&ions  of  vanity.  At 
the  houfe  of  Dr.  Robertfon,  Mr.  Percival  was  a fre- 
quent gueft;  and  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  was 
received,  left  in  his  mind  a pleating  and  grateful 
remembrance.  During  two  winters  he  refided  in  the 
family  of  Mrs.  Syraes,  the  filter  of  the  hiftorian,  (and 
newly-appointed  Principal  of  the  univerfity,)  to  whofe 
recommendation  he  was  indebted  for  that  benefit. 
Ilis  refidence  was  the  more  eflimable,  as  it  facilitated 
his  admiflion  to  a fociety  which  he  knew  well  to  ad- 
mire and  value;  and  the  connection  of  friendfliip 
formed  by  this  means  was  preferved  and  revived  by 
occafional  correfpondence,  to  the  termination  of  Dr. 
Robertfon’s  life.* 

* Befides  the  fociety  to  which  Mr.  Percival  was  introduced  by 
his  acquaintance  with  thefe  diftinguilhed  perfons,  and  feveral  of  the 
Profcflors,  he  had  occafionally  the  opportunity  of  mingling  with  a 
variety  of  individuals,  eminent  for  their  rank  or  learning,  at  the 
weekly  entertainments  ot  the  late  Earl  of  Hopetown,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Edinburgh,  and  of  Provoft  Drummond,  in  that  city. 
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During  three  feffion, s,  Mr.  Percival  attended  the 
lectures  of  the  moil;  diftinguifhed  profeffors  of  Edin- 
burgh. But  an  intervening  year  was  occupied  by 
his  refidence  in  London;  where  he  diligently  availed 
himfelf  of  the  advantages  which  that  metropolis  af- 
fords to  the  fludent  of  phyfic.  He  at  the  fame  time 


enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  extending  the  circle  of  his 
connexions,  by  cultivating  the  acquaintance  of  many 
individuals  of  eminence.  One  friendfhip  of  peculiar 
intimacy  may  deferve  notice,  as  it  was  cherifhed  on 
each  fide  by  the  reciprocation  of  an  almofl  paternal 
and  filial  regard.  The  perfon  to  whom  Mr.  Percival 
was  thus  attached  was  the*Jate  Lord  Willoughby  de 
Parham,  a nobleman  of  confiderable  learning  and 
various  accomplifhments.  Ilis  country  refidence  be- 
ing not  very  diflant  from  Warrington,  the  fubjeX  of 
thefe  memoirs  enjoyed  his  frequent  and  confidential 
intercourfe  in  his  fituation  of  retirement;  and  amidfl 
his  Lordfhip’s  numerous  engagements  in  London, 
the  fame  affiduity  of  friendfliip  was  preferved.  The 
official  filiations*  which  Lord  Willoughby  held  in 


* His  Lordfliip  was  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the  Houfe 
of  Peers;  Prefident  of  the  Antiquarian  Society;  Vice-Prefident  of 
the  Royal  Society,  and  of  the  Society  of  Arts ; one  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Board  of  Longitude,  &c. 
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the  Iioufe  of  Peers,  and  in  the  Ro)  al  and  Antiquarian 
Societies,  conferred  upon  him  public  diftinCt’on;  and 
his  houfe  was  the  refort  of  the  mod  eminent  pcrfons 
of  that  time.  At  his  literary  meetings  he  was  efpe- 
cially  folicitous  to  introduce  his  young  friend  to  an 
acquaintance  with  the  moft  confpicuous  characters;  or 
to  recommend  him  to  thofe  individuals,  whofe  coun- 
tenance might  be  of  fervice  to  him  in  the  future 
courfe  of  his  life.  On  the  death  of  this  excellent 
nobleman,  which  happened  early  in  the  year  1765, 
Mr.  Percival  lamented  deeply  the  lors  of  a faithful 
friend,  and  affectionate  patron. — Shortly  after  that 
event,  he  experienced  a gratifying  teftimony  of  his 
late  friend’s  kindnefs,  in  being  unanimoufly  elected 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London.  His  ad- 
miffion  had  been  propofed  by  Lord  Willoughby, 
who  then  held  the  office  of  vice-prefident ; when  from 
refpect  to  his  lordQiip’s  recommendation,  as  well  as 
from  the  perfonal  claims  of  the  candidate,  the  Soci- 
ety proceeded  immediately  to  elect  him  to  their  body ; 
the  youngefl  member  ^1  am  informed)  ever  intro- 
duced into  that  learned  corporation. 

In  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  Mr.  Percival 
removed  to  the  univerfity  of  Leyden,  with  a view  to 
complete  the  courfe  of  his  medical  ftudies,  and  to  be 


OF  TIIOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D.  XVU 

/ 

admitted  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phyfic.  Some 
local  circumftances  of  difference  having  arifen  between 
die  profeffors  and  the  medical  ftudents  of  Edinburgh, 
a general  emigration  to  Leyden  took  place  at  that 
period.  But  the  high  reputation  which  the  latter 
univerfity  then  obtained;,  has  long  llnce  been  rivalled 
or  eclipfed  by  the  advancement  of  the  former. 
Having  defended  in  the  public  fchools  his  inaugural 
difiertation  “ DeFrigore  ” Mr.  Perdval  was  prefented 

t i 

with  the  diploma  of  M.  D.  on  the  6th  of  July,  1 765. 
Soon  afterwards  he  proceeded  on  his  route  to  Paris, 
where  his  curiofity  and  his  intercourfe  with  the  per- 
fons  to  whofe  friendly  attentions  he  was  recommended, 
detained  him  fome  time.  On  his  return,  he  conduced 
his  tour  through  various  parts  of  France  and  Holland, 
and  arrived  in  England  at  the  clofe  of  the  fame  year. 

Dr.  Percival  now  joined  his  family  at  Warrington 
without  delay ; and  fliortly  afterwards  accompliffied 
his  engagement  of  marriage  with  Elizabeth  the  daugh- 
ter and  only  furviving  child  of  Nathaniel  Baifnett,  efq; 
merchant,  of  London.  By  this  happy  alliance,  the 
mod  valuable  exertions  of  Dr.  Percival’s  life  were 
called  forth.  In  the  a&ive  offices  of  his  profeffion, 
his  diligence  was  increafed  by  the  profpeft  of  extend- 
ing to  his  fucceffors.  the  fame  and  the  benefit  of  his 
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labours;  and  the  world  has  been  indebted  for  the  more 
elegant  product  ons  ot  his  fludious  lefure,  to  thofe 
fentiments  of  paternal  folicitude  with  which  they  are 
faithfully  impreffed.  During  two  years,  he  con- 
tinued to  refide  at  h's  native  place  ; looking  around 
at  the  fame  time  to  d'fcover  an  opening  to  a more 
ample  field  for  the  exercife  of  his  profeffion.  It 
feems,  indeed,  to  have  been  his  intention  to  fix  his 
abode  at  fome  future  period  in  London:  but  he  was 
meanwhile  defirous  of  ga  ning  fome  fliare  of  experi- 
ence and  reputation  in  the  country,  previous  to  his. 
fettlement  in  the  metropolis.  His  prefent  views  were 
accordingly  directed  to  this  objeft;  when,  after  a 
confideration  of  various  plans,  he  at  laft  determined 
on  refiding  at  Manchefter.  In  the  year  1767,  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  that  town,  and  com- 
menced his  profefTional  career,  with  a degree  of  fuc- 
cefs,  which,  I believe,  has  feldom  been  paralleled. 

I he  leifure  which  Dr.  Percival  had  hitherto 
enjoyed,  had  given  him  the  opportunity  of  engaging 
in  various  philofophical  and  experimental  enquiries, 
relating,  for  the  mod  part,  to  the  fcience  of  Phyfic. 
The  L flays  which  he  formed  on  the  refult  of  his 
invert  igatiors,  were  fometimes  prefented  to  the  Royal 
Socici  v , and  were  afterwards  inferted  in  thevolumes  of 
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its  Tranfa&ions ; at  other  times,  they  were  communi- 
cated to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  the  mod 
current  periodical  journals.  Thefe  mifcellaneous  pieces 
were,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year, , col  levied  and 
publifhed  in  one  volume,  under  the  title  of  Effdys 
Medical  and  Experimental . 

The  favourable  reception  which  this  volume 
gained  with  the  public,  encouraged  its  author  to  pur- 
fue  the  fcheme  of  experimental  enquiry  which  he  had 
commenced.  His  choice  of  this  method,  it  may  be 
obferved,  was  directed  by  a mature  conflderation  of 
the  proper  object  and  means  of  fcientific  refearch ; 
and  as  he  laboured  with  perfeverance  in  a walk  at 
that  time  little  frequented  by  men  of  talents  or  learn- 

l 

ing,  it  may  not  be  fuperfluous  to  explain  briefly  the 
nature  of  his  defign. 

The  progrefs  of  Medical  Science,  when  compared 
with  the  number  and  diligence  of  its  profeflors,  might 
juftly  appear  inconfiderable,  and  excite  the  attention 
of  the  more  liberal  part  to  the  caufes  which  retarded 
its  advancement.  So  recently,  however,  have  the 
rules  of  legitimate  invefligation  been  generally  com- 
prehended, that  thefe  caufes  were  im per fe&ly  under- 
flood, and  often  erroneoufly  explained,  by  writers  of 
Phyfic  in  the  middle  of  the  lafl  century.  Medical 
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philofophers  had  not  hitherto  acknowledged,  that  the 
fame  circuinflances  which  at  firil  promoted,  tended 
afterwards  unequivocally  to  obftruft  the  enlargement 
of  their  fcience  ; or  that  the  vafl  defigns  of  the 
Fathers  of  Phyfic  dazzled,  whilfl  they  enlightened, 
thejudgmenrs  of  their  fucceffors.  The  early  flru&ure 
of  medicine,  like  that  of  other  fciences,  having  arifen 
from  the  energies  of  individual  genius,  men  were 
accuftomed  to  look  for  its  extenfion  and  improvement 
to  the  like  efforts  of  extraordinary  intellefts ; and 
thus,  whilfl  the  multitude  negletted  the  proper  ufe,  or 
abandoned  the  record  of  their  experience,  a few  capa- 
cious minds  laboured  to  extend  their  views  on  every 
fide  to  the  boundary  of  phyfica!  refearch.  On  the 
credit  of  their  own  experiments  and  obfervation  they 
erecled  comprehenfive  fyflems  ; and,  poffeffed  of  the 
common  faculties  which  nature  has  affigned  to  limit 
individual  experience,  they  trufled  to  other  powers 
* for  the  artificial  arrangement  of  her  laws.  Hence  the 

great  and  important  difcoveries  which  thefe  maflers 
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fucceffively  made,  were  • fo  blended  with  the  fanciful 
errors  of  fpeculation,  that  each  in  his  turn  contributed 
to  miflead  the  opinions  of  mankind.  By  miftaking 
the  proper  objeft  of  philofophy,  the  ineftimable 
powers  of  genius  and  induflry  were  often  lavifhed  on 
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the  purfuit  of  a fhadow;  and  the  first  principles 
of  medical  fcience  feemed  deflined  to  be  the  fport  of 
perpetual  uncertainty. 

It  may  not,  indeed,  appear  unaccountable,  that  a 
fcience  extending  over  the  animal  and  intelle&ual,  as 
well  as  the  material,  kingdom,  fhould  continue  longer 
involved  in  conje&ural  hypothefis,  than  the  more  ab- 
ttraCt  or  limited  fubjeCts  of  invefligation.  The  fuccefs, 
however,  with  which  philofophers  had  begun  to  eluci- 
date other  departments  of  experimental  knowledge, 
at  length  ferved  to  communicate  its  proper  light  to 
medical  enquiry.  The  error  was  gradually  acknow- 
ledged, of  attempting  to  gain  the  mattery  over  fo 
comprehenttve  a fcience  by  the  folitary  powers  of  the 
mott  vigorous  capacity;  and  a more  adequate  method 
was  filently  adopted,  which,  by  exercifing  the  reafon 
and  experience  of  an  indefinite  multitude,  and  by 
dittributing  its  labours  in  due  arrangement,  has 
brought  them  to  bear  with  united  advantage  on  the 
fame  common  objeCt.  The  mott  enlightened  and 
powerful  minds  have  been  diverted  from  the  form- 
ation of  fyttems,  to  the  accurate  fcrutiny  and  faithful 
record  of  the  faCts  which  are  cognizable  by  their 
fenfes  ; whiltt  men  of  humbler  talents,  who  formerly 
received  wi  th  acquiefcence  the  opinions  of  their 
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fuperiors,  have  Alice  laboured  with  them  in  the  fame 
field  of  experiment  and  refearch.  The  benefit  of  this 
wide  co-operation  has  greatly  exceeded  the  fnnple 
meafure  of  the  truths  which  have  been  accumulated. 
Nor  would  it  be  an  exaggeration  to  aflert,  that  the 
fplendid  difcoveries  in  experimental  fcience  which 
recent  times  have  witneflfed,  are  to  be  afcribed  folely 

to  the  more  extended  influence  of  thofe  rules  of 
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legitimate  philofophy,  which  Lord  Bacon  attempted, 
two  centuries  ago,  to  eftablifli. 

In  eflimating  the  merit  therefore  of  fcientific 
writers,  fome  preference  will  be  due  to  thofe,  who 
were  among  the  firfl:  to  give  a right  direction  to  the 
induftry  of  their  cotemporarics.  Although  Dr.  Per- 
cival  was  by  no  means  the  earlieft  writer  of  Eflfiys  on 
diftinct  fubjects  of  Experimental  Phyflc ; yet  no 
medical  philofopher,  as  far  as  I am  able  to  di (cover, 
had  hitherto  fo  clearly  unfolded,  or  purfued  through 
fo  confiderable  a feries,  the  objects  of  this  practical 
defign.  The  merits  of  the  fcheme  are  unqueftionable; 
and  the  merits  of  the  writer  may  be  efteemed  or  fupe- 
rior  excellence,  becaufe  he  has  rifen  above  the  com- 
mon prejudices  of  the  times,  and  anticipated,  in  feme 
degree,  that  enlightened  order  of  enquiry,  which  has 
fince  more  generally  prevailed. 
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In  the  two  preliminary  eflays  of  the  volume  juft 
mentioned,  the  author  was  at  fome  pains  to  invefti- 
gate  and  corre<ft  the  errors  to  which  medical  writers 
are  peculiarly  liable.  The  firft,  entitled  44  The 
Dogmatic,”  exhibits  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
adhering  to  pre-conceived  opinions,  in  defiance  or 
perverfion  of  aclual  experience.  The  other,  44  The 
Empiric,”  expofes  the  folly  of  miftuking  folitary  facls 
for  univerfal  truths.  By  removing  the  influence  of 
thefe  mifapprehenfions,  the  writer  hoped  to  recom- 
mend a more  liberal  fpirit  of  enquiry;  and  to  redeem 
from  the  confufion  of  fa£Htious  error  the  fimple  and 
perfetft  order  of  nature.  44  The  annals  of  medicine,” 
he  declares,  44  abound  with  in  fiances  of  the  fatal 

i 

<c  effe&s  of  empiricifm  and  hypothetical  reafoning, 
44  founded  on  fictitious  principles.  But  thefe  exam- 
44  pies,  painful  as  they  are  to  a feeling  mind,  impeach 
44  not  the  honour,  or  the  ufefulnefs,  of  the  healing 
44  art  ; and  are  chargeable  only  on  the  ignorance  of 
44  a few  of  its  profeffors,  and  the  credulity  of  man- 
44  kind.  The  hiftory  of  the  Chriftian  Church  pre- 
44  fents  us  with  a pidlure  ft  11  more  (hocking  to  huma- 
44  nity.  But  who  difputes  the  influence  of  religion 
44  to  promote  the  peace,  order,  and  happinefs  of 
44  focietv,  becaufe  fuperflkion  hath  occafioned  fb 
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much  confufion,  mifery,  and  devastation  ? It  is 
44  Sincerely  to  be  lamented,  that  jufter  ideas  are  not 
44  formed  of  the  nature,  extent,  and  obje&s  of  medi- 
44  cine  in  general;  and  of  the  feveral  branches  into 
44  which,  as  a practical  fcience,  too  extenfive  for  any 
44  individual  to  exercife,  it  is  now  divided.,,  In  a 
fubfequent  publication,  Dr.  Percivai  obferves,  that 
“ the  great  Lord  Verulam  recommends  the  colle&ing 
ct  of  facts,  obfervations,  and  experiments,  as  the  bed 
“ method  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  phyfic; 
44  and  experience  hath  fully  evinced  the  utility  of 
44  fuch  a plan.  In  this  way,”  he  adds, 44  I am  am. 
44  bitious  of  contributing  my  mite  to  the  general 
44  dock  of  knowledge;  and  Shall  think  myfelf  happy, 
44  if  I can  thus  render  the  purfuit  of  my  own  inftruc- 
44  tion  and  amufement  fubfervient  to  the  interefts  0f 
44  my  profeidon,  and  to  the  general  good  of  man- 
“ kind.”  In  the  fame  preliminary  difcourfe,  the 
author  continues,  44  I have  annexed  a few  feleft 
44  hi/I  ones  of  dif cafes,  agreeably  to  the  plan  of  Lord 
44  Bacon;  who  advifes  phyficians  to  revive  the  Hip- 
44  pocratic  method  of  compofmg  narratives  of  parti- 
44  cular  cafes,  in  which  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  the 
44  manner  of  treating  it,  and  the  confequences,  are  to 
44  be  fpecified ; to  attempt  the  cure  of  thofe  difeafes 
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« which  have  been  too  boldly  pronounced  incurable; 
« and  to  extend  their  enquiries  into  the  powers  of 
“ particular  medicines,  in  the  cure  of  particular 
66  diforders.” 

It  may  be  juft,  however,  to  admit,  that  the  opinions 
and  language  of  Dr.  Percivahs  writings  are  not  on  all 
occafions  equally  free  from  the  tinCture  of  hypothcfis. 
Eu  it  muft  at  the  fame  time  be  acknowledged,  that 
to  preferve  a fyftematic  view  of  the  eflfe&s  of  a valt 
number  of  operative  materials  on  the  living  frame, 
without  affociating  them  in  the  mind,  by  fome  general 
though  unfeen  principles  of  agency,  has  hitherto  ex- 
ceeded the  endeavour  of  the  moft  fcrupulous  and  even 
fceptical  enquirer;  whilft  the  imperfections  of  lan- 
guage have  oppofed  almofl  infuperable  obftacles  to 
the  entire  rejection  of  hypothecs  from  medical  writings. 
Thus,  for  example,  of  the  terms  employed  about  clini- 
nical  hi  (lories,  all  the  aCtive  appellations  pre-fuppofe, 
as  matter  of  univerfal  belief,  the  exiftence  of  hidden 
caufes  and  infcrutable  operations;  nor  is  it  unobvious 
that  the  whole  vocabulary  of  the  fcience  involves  a 
perpetual  recourfe  to  figurative  phrafeology.*  Yet 

* May  it  not  be  doubted  whether  the  primary  rules  of  juft  rea- 
soning, or,  in  other  terms,  of  univerfal  logic , be  hitherto  l'ufhciently 
underitood,  to  render  it  probable  that  a radical  improvement  in 
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on  a comparifon  of  the  compofitions  of  Dr.  Percival 
with  thofe  of  h's  predeceflors,  they  will  appear,  I am 
perfuaded,  fingularly  free  from  the  defects  which 
are  here  explained  j and  which  it  feemed  proper  to 
notice,  as  they  might  be  efteemed  exceptions  to  the 
found  and  legitimate  principles  of  philofophy,  which 
in  other  refpe&s  he  has  carefully  adopted  into  prac- 
t'ce.  For  the  fimple  elegance  of  his  fide,  and  the 
more  valuable  requifites  of  eafe  and  perfpicuity,  he 
was  probably  indebted  to  his  clafhcal  accomplifti- 
ments;  nor  have  his  writings  in  thefe  refpedls  been 
furpaffed,  or  perhaps  rivalled,  by  any  of  his  fucceffors. 

The  profecution  of  fcientific  objects  of  this  nature 
conftituted  for  fome  time  the  employment  of  thofe 
fhort  and  fcattered  intervals  of  leifure,  which  were 
fpared  from  more  active  duties.  But  the  bufmefs  of 

medical  language  will  be  efFc&ed  in  the  prefent  times?  An  illus- 
tration, however,  of  the  ufe  and  practicability  of  fuch  an  innovation 
has  been  furnifhed  by  the  new  Chemical  Nomenclature;  which  has 
fo  wonderfully  facilitated  the  acquifilion  and  extenfion  of  one 
branch  ofphyfical  fcicnce.  As  an  artificial  inftrument,  both  of  rea- 
son and  memory,  it  is  juftly  ranked  among  the  moil  eminent  of 
philofophical  inventions.  But  a tafic  of  equal  importance,  and 
greater  difficulty,  remains  to  be  effected,  in  extending  its  principles 
to  the  complicated  dodtrines  or  phenomena  of  Nofology.  Even 
were  this  accompliffied  with  the  greateil  care,  a fmall  part  only  of 
the  great  dejideratum  in  medical  language  would  then  be  fupplied. 
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a laborious  profeilion,  to  which  long  and  frequent 
jQurnies,  were  indifpenfably  attached,  added  to  the 
care  of  an  increafing  family,  and  a (late  of  health 
fubject  to  painful  interruptions,  were  at  no  period 
favourable  to  experimental  refearches.  The  habitual 
energy,  however,  of  Dr.  Percival’s  mind  fupplied 
the  want  of  more  abundant  opportunity  ; whilft  hi j 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  a favourite  Science  led 
him  to  perfevere  in  thofe  pra&ical  invefligations,  by 
which  alone  he  conceived  it  was  capable  of  being 
enlarged  or  adorned.  The  fruit  of  his  labour  was  the 
publication  (in  the  year  1773,)  of  a fecond  volume 
of  EJfays  Medical , Philofophical , and  Experimental , 
addrelfed  to  his  much-refpe&ed  friend  the  Earl  of 
Stamford.  rlhe  luccefs  of  the  firfh  volume*  jfecured 
a favourable  reception  for  that  which  fucceeded ; and 
the  author  was  gratified  by  the  praife  he  chiefiy 
coveted,  of  having  fubflituted  cautious  induction  for 
the  crude  and  contradi&ory  fpeculations  which  pre- 
vailed among  common  writers. 

Having  already  ventured  to  exhibit  a general  view 

of  the  defign  of  thefe  volumes,  it  is  not  my  purpofe 

» 

to  enter  on  a particular  analyfis  of  the  topics  of 

* A new  edition  of  this  volume  appeared  fome  time  previous  to 
the  publication  of  the  fecond. 
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medical  enquiry  which  they  comprehend.  An  out- 
line of  mifcellaneous  and  unconne&ed  difquifitions, 
were  it  practicable,  would  fnrnifli  little  more  than  a 
bare  enumeration  of  their  fubjects.  To  the  gene- 
rality of  readers,  fuch  a drfplay  might  appear  fuper- 
lluous ; and  to  men  verfed  in  the  fcience  or  practice 
of  phyfk,  I prefume  not  to  offer  any  critical  invefti- 
gations.  The  liberal  praife  of  cotemporary  authors, 
and  a long  poileffion  of  the  public  approbation,  can- 
not fail  to  recommend  Dr.  Percival’s  c£  EfTays”  to 
lfudious  perufal,  and  authentic  reference. 

But  the  fubjecis  which  occupied  the  writer’s  atten- 
tion, do  not  belong  exclufively  to  medical  fcience. 
Many  of  his  “ Elfays”  are  of  a more  general  nature, 
and  calculated  to  intered  a wider  clafs  of  readers. 
Some  of  thefe  requiring  for  their  illuftration  an  affem- 
blage  of  fa<ds  and  authorities  from  various  fources, 
occalioned  a frequent  communication  with  fcientific 
perfons  in  various  departments  ; and  the  letters  which 
have  been  preferved  ihew,  that  at  this  early  period  Dr. 
Percival  had  the  good  fortune  to  fudain  a correfpon- 
dence  with  fome  of  the  mod  eminent  men  of  the  times. 

I 

Among  other  difquifitions  of  a general  nature  which 
liis  volumes  embrace,  thofe  refpefting  cc  Population 
£s  and  Mortal, ty”  are  defigned  to  bear  a reference  to 
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political  not  lefs  than  to  medical  fcience.  £C  A Scheme 
« for  eftablijhing  accurate  Bills  of  Mortality  f which 
he  had  formed  with  fome  care,  was  explained  and 
recommended  to  general  ufe,  in  the  fecond  of  thefe 
publications.  The  plan  was  approved  by  able  judges, 
and  was  in  great  meafure  adopted  by  the  fuperintend- 
ing  officers  of  the  police  of  Manchefter.  But  the 
author,  conceiving  that  its  utility  was  not  fufficiently 
underhood,  purfued  his  enquiries  into  the  neighbour- 
ing fubjeft  of  Population,  with  a view  to  illuhrate 
more  fully  the  benefit  which  might  be  derived  from 
the  inftitution  of  fyffematic  regijiers  of  mortality , after 
the  manner  he  propofed.  In  thefe  refearches  he 
engaged,  in  conjunction  with  his  friend  Dr.  Price,  a 
copious  and  well-known  writer  on  fubjects  of  this 

nature.  He  was  indebted  alfo  for  a part  of  his  {fa- 
's 

tihical  information  to  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin,* 

4 

whofe  acquaintance  he  had  long  cheriflied  with  pecu- 
liar regard.  The  refult  of  his  enquiries  and  arrange- 
ment is  perhaps  calculated  for  more  important  ufe 
than  is  generally  known  ; or  it  may  have  happened. 


* He  correfponded  alto,  on  thefe  fub;e<fls,  with  his  rcfpected 
friends,  the  late  Aichb  fhop  o Yoik,  and  Dean  Tucker;  the  latter 
of  whom  has  adopted  his  opinions,  and  quoted  his  authorities  i» 
his  own  wo;ks. 
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that  the  fcheme  being  detailed  in  a work  profeffedly 
medical,  has  feldom  fallen  under  the  confideration  of 
thofe,  who  take  an  active  fliare  in  regulating  the 
public  police.  But  whatever  be  the  merit  of  Dr. 
Percival’s  u propofal,”  the  object  which  he  aimed  to 
fulfil  is  (till  fuffered  to  remain  a great  and  preffing 
defideratum  in  domeftic  ceconomics. 

Although  it  may  interrupt  the  regular  courfe  of 
the  narrative,  I am  induced  to  infert  the  following 
communication  of  Dr.  Franklin,  relating  to  this 
fubject ; which  may  at  lead  be  acceptable  to  fuch 
readers  as  are  accuftomed  to  admire  the  ardour  and 
fimplicity  which  characterized  the  genius  of  that  ve- 
nerable philofopher.  The  letter  was  written  on  the 
receipt  of  Dr.  Percival’s  fecond  volume  of  “ ElTays/’ 
&c. 

r 

From  Benjamin  Franklin , LL.D.  io 
Dr.  Percival. 

Oclober  15,  1773. 

. “ I have  received  your  favour  of  September  18, 

cc  enclofing  your  very  valuable  paper  of  the  nume- 
ration  of  Manchefter.  Such  enquiries  may  be  as 
tc  ufeful  as  they  are  curious  ; and  if  once  made  general, 
“ would  greatly  afuft  in  the  prudent  government  of 
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cc  a date.  In  China,  I have  fomewhere  read,  ail 
“ account  is  yearly  taken  of  the  numbers  of  people, 
<c  and  the  quantities  of  provifion  produced.  This 
“ account  is  tranfmitted  to  the  Emperor,  whofe  mi- 
“ niders  can  thence  forefee  a fcarcity  likely  to  happen 
“ in  any  province,  and  from  what  province  it  can 

1 

“ bed  be  fupplied  in  good  time.  To  facilitate  the 
<c  collefting  this  account,  and  prevent  the  necelTity  of 
cc  entering  houfes,  and  fpending  time  in  aiking  and 
“ anfwering  queftions;  each  houfe  is  fur ni (lied  with 
cc  a little  board,  to  be  hung  without  the  door  during 
<c  a certain  time  each  year,  on  which  board  is  marked 
u certain  words,  againd  which  the  inhabitant  is  to 
£C  mark  number  or  quantity  fomewhat  in  this  manner; 
“ Men  - • 

<c  Women  - 

Children  - - - 

cc  Rice  or  wheat  - - 

cc  Flefli,  &c.  - - - 

i 

£c  All  under  fixteen  are  accounted  children,  and 
all  above  as  men  and  women.  Any  other  parti- 
cc  culars  the  government  defires  the  information  of, 
Ci  are  occafionally  marked  on  the  fame  boards.  Thus 
cc  the  officers  appointed  to  colleft  the  accounts  in 
<c  each  didrift  have  only  to  pafs  before  the  doors, 
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; and  enter  in  their  book  what  they  find  marked  on 
: the  board,  without  giving  the  leaff  trouble  to  the 
4 family.  There  is  a penalty  on  marking  falfely : 

4 and  as  neighbours  muff  know  nearly  the  truth  of 
4 each  other’s  account,  they  dare  not  expofe  them- 
c felves  by  a falfe  one  to  each  other’s  accufation. 

4 Perhaps  fuch  a regulation  is  fcarce  practicable  with 

« 

4 us.  The  difference  of  deaths,  between  i and  28, 

4 at  Manchefter,  and  1 in  120,  at  Monton,*  is  fur- 
4 prizing.  It  feems  to  fhew  the  unwholefomenefs  of 
4 the  manufacturing  life,  owing  perhaps  to  the  con- 
4 finement  in  fmall  clofe  rooms,  or  in  larger  with 
4 numbers,  or  to  poverty  and  want  of  neceffaries,  or 
4 to  drinking,  or  to  all  of  them. 

44  Farmers  who  manufacture  in  their  own  families 
4 what  they  have  occafion  for,  and  no  more,  are  per- 
4 haps  the  happieff  people,  and  the  healthieft. 

44  ’Tis  a curious  remark,  that  moiff  feafons  are  the 
4 healthieft.  The  gentry  of  England  are  remarkably 
4 afraid  of  moifture,  and  of  air : but  feamen,  who 
4 live  in  perpetually  moiff  air,  are  always  healthy,  if 
4 they  have  good  provifions.  The  inhabitants  of 
4 Bermuda,  St.  Helena,  and  other  iflands  far  from 
4 continents,  furrounded  with  rocks,  againff  which 

* A village,  four  miles  diftant  from  Manchefter. 
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<£  the  waters  continually  dafliing  fill  the  air  with 
“ fpray  and  vapour;  and  where  no  wind  can  arife 

“ that  does  not  pafs  over  much  fea,  and  of  courfe 

/ 

“ bring  much  moiilurc,  thefe  people  are  remarkably 
“ healthy;  and  I have  long  thought,  that  mere  moift 
“ air  has  no  ill  eh  eft  on  the  conflkution  ; though  air 
“ impregnated  with  vapours  from  putrid  marfhes  is 
“ found  pernicious,  not  from  the  moiilurc,  but  the 
“ putridity.  It  leems  flrange,  that  a man,\vhofe  body 
cc  is  compofed,  in  great  part,  of  ’moifl  fluid,  whofe 
“ blood  and  juices  are  fo  watery,  who  can  fvvallow 
u quantities  of  water  and  fmall-beer  daily  without 
<c  inconvenience,  fliould  fancy  that  a little  mere  or 
46  lefs  moiilurc  in  the  air  fliould  be  of  fuch  impor- 
€c  tance.  But  we  abound  in  abfurdiiy  and  incoufift- 
6i  ency.  Thus,  though  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
4C  takin z the  air  is  a good  thiiier,  yet  what  caution 
ce  againfl  air!  what  flopping  of  crevices!  what 
fiC  wrapping-up  in  warm  clothes,  what  {hutting  of 
tc  doors  and  windows,  even  in  the  midilof  fummeri 
“ Many  London  families  go  out  once  a day  to  take 
<c  the  air,  three  or  four  perfons  in  a coach,  one 
<e  perhaps  fick;  thefe  go  three  or  four  miles,  or  as 
t£  many  turns  in  Hyde-park,  with  the  glafe  both  up 
<c  clofe,  all  breathing,  over  and  over  again,  the  fame 


yoL.  i. 
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44  air  they  brought  out  of  town  with  them  in  the 
44  coach,  with  the  lead  change  podible,  and  ren- 
44  dered  worfe  and  worfe  every  moment : and  this 
44  they  call  taking  the  air.  From  many  years  obfer- 
44  vations  on  myfelf  and  others,'  I am  perfuaded  we 
44  are  on  a wrong  fcent,  in  fuppofing  moid  or  cold 

i 

44  air  the  caufe  of  that  diforder  we  call  a Cold.  Some 
44  unknown  quality  in  the  air  may  perhaps  fometimes 
44  produce  colds,  as  in  the  influenza ; but  generally, 
44  I apprehend,  they  are  the  effects  of  too  full  living, 
44  in  proportion  to  our  exercife.  Excufe,  if  you  can, 
‘4  my  intruding  into  your  province ; and  believe  me 
44  ever,  with  fincere  edeem,  &c.” 

The  enquiries  to  which  the  foregoing  letter  refers, 

» 

were  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society,  and  inferted 
in  the  volumes  of  its Tranfad ions  for  the  years  1774-5. 
The  immediate  object  which  the  Author  had  in  view 
"was,  to  prefent  a datement  of  the  progredive  increafe 
which  had  taken  place,  during  a feries  of  years,  in  the 
population  of  Mancheder,  and  the  adjacent  villages. 
The  datidical  reports,  however,  are  not  confined  to 
thefe  places,  but  comprehend  other  large  and  more 
remote  towns.  From  thefe  evidences  it  appeared, 
that  the  increafe  of  inhabitants,  during  fome  years 
before  the  date  of  the  enquiry,  had  been  very  con- 
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fiderable;  and  that,  in  confequence  of  the  extending 
Ipiric  of  trade,  and  growth  of  manufactures,  the 
increafe  was  then  proceeding  with  unexampled  rapi- 
dity. The  comparative  healthinefs  of  different  filia- 
tions, employments,  and  modes  of  life,  was  ascer- 
tained by  a Series  of  tables,  exhibiting  the  rate  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  in  various  places ; and 
the  refult  of  thefe  effimates  abundantly  evinced  the 
infalubrhy  of  large  towns  and  confined  occupations. 
Not  only  was  it  proved  that,  under  fuch  circum- 
stances, the  caufes  of  premature  mortality  are  more 
prevalent ; but  it  appeared  alfo,  that  the  general 
term  of  life  is  Shortened  in  no  inconfiderable  degree; 
the  fame  habits  of  life  to  which  the  young  and  the 
middle-aged  fall  a Sacrifice,  rendering  the  more  rebuff 
or  the  more  fortunate  incapable  of  Supporting  the 
infirmities  of  old  age.* 

* Vide  Appendix  A. 

It  appears,  that  about  the  prefent  period,  Dr.  Perciva!  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  offer  himfelf  candidate  for  a Fellcwfliip  in  the 
College  of  Phylicians;  to  which  he  was  advifed  by  hy  Iffs  miv.h- 
effeemed  friend,  Sir  George  Baker,  who  prefented  to  him  the 
flattering  inducement  of  becoming  the  firjl  Fellow  of  the  Col- 
lege, not  educated  at  an  Englifh  Univerfity.  This  intention  Dr. 
Percivdl  retained  for  fome  time ; but  the  favourable  moment  for 
its  accomplishment  was  fought  in  vain ; while  unceafing  profes- 
-!onal  avocations,  added  to  accidental  hindrances,  occalioned  its 
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An  Effhy,  (which  appeared  in  the  fecond  volume 
lately  mentioned,)  on  the  Properties  and  Medicinal 
Ufes  of  Coffee,  may  deferve  notice  in  this  memoir, 
from  its  connection  with  a peculiar  habit  of  Dr.  Per- 
cival’s  life;  nor  is  it  improbable,  that  the  Author  was 
led  to  the  experiments  which  are  there  recorded  by  the 
fame  circumftance.  From  early  age  he  had  been 
fubjeft  to  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head-ache,  which 
no  caution  could  prevent,  and  no  remedy  could  effectu- 
ally alleviate.  The  returns  of  pain,  though  not  regu- 
lated by  any  fixed  interval  of  time,  were  frequent  and 
fhnilar  in  their  nature.  During  the  Iefs  acute  ftages 
of  the  diforder,  or  during  thefe  attacks  •which  did  not 
terminate  in  regular  paroxifms,  flrong  infuficns  of 
coffee  feemed  to  furnifh  grateful  relief;  more  efpe- 
clally  when  the  feverity  of  the  pain  had  previoufly 
rendered  it  neceffary  to  employ  opiates.  But  the 
tendency  to  this  malady  was  at  all  times  fo  great, 
that  very  trivial  caufes  induced  it,  in  a flight  degree; 
while  errors  in  diet  were  invariably  followed  by  more 
or  lefs  fuffering  of  the  fame  nature.  The  ufe  of 
flrong  coffee  thus  became  habitual ; and  J>r.  Percival 
was  accuftomed  not  only  to  take  it  as  a morning  and 

procraftination  to  i period,  when  the  honour  feemed  to  be  no  longer 
coveted,  and  when  the  extraordinary  motive  was  removed. 
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evening  beverage,  but  very  commonly  to  repeat  it 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night.  The  refult  of  his  expe- 
riments on  the  coffee  berry,  it  may  be  added, 
confirmed  his  opinion  of  its  medicinal  virtues,  and 
the  propriety  of  its  general  life  as  a remedy  for 
head-ache. 

But  amidft  the  active  purfuits  of  his  profeffion,  or 
the  retired  occupations  of  his  clofet,  Dr.  Percival  was 
not  unmindful  of  the  opportunities  which  came  within 
his  reach,  of  engaging  his  fer vices  in  fchemes  for  the 
public  benefit.  From  the  period  of  his  refidence  in 

* s'* 

Manchefter,  he  had  been  a zealous  fupporter  of  the 
various. inflitutions  of  benevolence  which  that  wealthy 
and  populous  town  comprehends.  His  profeffional 
duties  at  the  public  Infirmary  (in  which  he  foon  rofe 
to  a principal  official  fituation)  need  not  be  explained 
in  this  narrative.  His  views  refpe&ing  “ the  inter - 
*c  nal  Regulation  of  Hofpitals ” were  firff  publifhed  in  a 
letter  addreffed  to  Dr.  Aikin,  dated  1771;  and  were 
afterwards  expanded  to  a more  comprehenfive  form, 
in  a memorial,  addreffed  to  the  truftces  of  the  Man- 
chefler  Infirmary.  Thefe  views  were  in  great  mea- 
fure  carried  into  effect  through  his  own  influence, 
aided  by  the  exertions  of  his  colleagues  ; and  he  had 
the  fatisfaclion  to  witnefs  the  fuccefs  of  his  plans,  not 
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only  in  that  inftitution,  but  in  others  to  which  they 
were  gradually  extended.  In  conjunction  alfo  with  his 
early  and  philanthropic  friend,  Thomas  Butterworth 
Bay  ley,  efq;  of  Hope,  he  devoted  no  fmall  fhare  of 
his  attention  to  the  encouragement  of  induftry,  the 
improvement  of  health,  comfort,  and  good  morals 
among  the  lower  orders  of  the  community.  Nor 
iliould  the  remark  be  omitted,  that  his  perfeverance 
in  accompli fhing  defigns  of  this  nature  wras  prompted 
by  a fpirit  of  zeal  and  refolution  which  other  occafions 
rarely  excited;  whilft  the  intereft  he  continued  to 
feel  for  their  profperity,  was  more  lively  than  a fenti- 
ment  of  benevolence  ufually  betrays  in  the  mold 
fanguine  characters. 

In  a future  part  of  this  memoir  it  will  occafionally 
recur,  to  notice  Dr.  Percival’s  unwearied  efforts  in 
the  formation  of  feveral  public  eftablifliments.  It 
may  be  mentioned  here,  (in  obfervance  of  the  order 
oi  time,)  that  he  was  one  of  the  fmall  number  of  lite- 
rary patrons  who  contributed  their  active  fervices  to 
tne  fupport  of  the  Warrington  Academy;  an  inffi- 
tnt:on  ^hich  engaged  in  a peculiar  manner  the  atten- 
t.ou  of  the  leading  Diffentcrs  of  this  kingdom.  From 
neighbourhood  or  fituation,  as  well  as  from  early 
attachment  to  the  plan  of  inftruction,  and  the  general 
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objeas  of  the  Foundation,  he  had  for  fome  years  pro- 
moted its  fuccefs  by  his  exertions  in  various  depart- 
ments. As  trujiee , he  took  a (hare  in  the  bufinefs  and 
refponfibility  of  its  government ; whilft  he  frequently 
employed  his  pen,  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  exifting  Hate  of  the  inftitution,  and  in 
foliciting  the  pecuniary  aid  of  thofe  individuals  who 
were  friendly  to  its  welfare. 

It  might  not  be  uninterefting,  though  foreign  from 
my  prefent  defign,  to  trace  the  varied  fortunes  and 
progreflive  decline  of  a well-known  feminary.  At- 
traaed  by  its  Angular  fame,  a band  of  literary  cha- 

r 

rafters*  aflembled  under  its  proteaion,  and  flouriflied, 

* The  tutors  who  were  firft  appointed  to  the  W arrington 
Academy,  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  who  removed  thither  from 
Norwich,  and  the  Rev.  John  Holt.  The  former  will  be  recognized 
as  a copious  and  learned  writer  of  theology,  among  the  Diffenters 
of  thofe  times;  and  his  memory  is  full  regarded  with  veneration. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  Rev.  Dr.  Aikin  became  tutor  in  the  depart- 
ment of  claffical  literature  and  belles  lettres.  To  thefe  perfons 
lucceeded,  at  different  periods,  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Prieftley,  LL.D.  the 
Rev.  William  Enfield,  LL.D.  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Clayton,  LL.D* 
the  Rev.  George  Walker,  and  Gilbert  Wakefield,  B.  A. 

The  above-mentioned  graduates,  with  the  exception  of  the  laff, 
were  indebted  for  their  academic  honours  to  Dr.  Percival's  interefl 
with  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh;  a circumftance  which  would 
fcarcely  have  deferved  notice,  had  it  not  furnifhed  an  opportunity 
of  manifefting  the  refpedtable  friendfhip  which  he  had  cultivated 
with  Dr.  Robertfon,  whilft  a fludent  in  that  univerfity.  As  fuc.fr. 


xi  MZMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 


during  a fortunate,  but  tranfient  period,  with  ccn- 
fiderable  credit.  The  rapid  and  almoft  premature 
fnccefs  of  an  edablilhment,  which  derived  neither  pa- 
tronage nor  fuppert  from  national  munificence,  was 
gratifying  to  the  pride  of  its  founders,  and  honourable 
to  the  independent  genius  of  learning.  A fucceffion 


teftimonies  of  early  diffinCtion  cannot  but  be  deemed  honourable  to 

* 

the  character  of  men  of  letters,  the  following  extra#  from  Dr. 
Robertfon’s  letter  to  Dr.  Percival,  in  reply  to  his  application  for 
the  degree  ofLL.D.  for  Mr.  Enfield,  is  fubjoined  on  the  preferit 
occafion.  “ I am  happy  by  my  zeal  in  executing  this  commiflion  to 
t:  make  fome  fmall  amends  for  my  former  negligence  in  not  acknow- 
“ lodging  your  repeated  kind  remembrance  of  me.  I often  recoiled 
“my  connection  with  you;  and  it  affords  me  great  fiitisfaCtion 
“ to  hear  frequently  of  your  fuccefsful  progrefs  in  life.  I am  but 
“ little  qualified  to  judge  of  fome  of  the  works  which  you  fent  me  ; 
“ but  I hear  them  honourably  mentioned  by  thofe  who  know  their 
“ merit.  Your  Survey  of  Manchefter  is  more  within  the  fphere  of 
“ my  ftudies,  and  is  a moil  laudable  attempt  to  introduce  accuracy 
“ into  calculations,  which,  however  important,  have  hitherto  been 
“ very  looie  and  hypothetical.  I am  much  delighted  with  your  ar- 
“ dour  and  induftry,  Go  on,  and  do  honour  to  yourfelf  and  to  us. 

I 

“ v/ifh  in  this  College  not  to  confer  honorary  degrees,  either 
‘‘  in  divinity  or  law,  without  duly  coifidering  the  merit  of  the 
candidates.  But  I am  happy  when  we  can  confer  that  mark  of 
“ edeem  upon  any  of  our  diflenting  brethren.  Mr.  Enfield  appears 
“ to  me  a very  ingenuous  and  defervirfg  man.  We  owe  die  merit 
“ of  having  diilingui/hed  Dr.  Pi  ieftley  to  you ; and  I hope  fiiall  alio 
t have  occafion  to  thank  you  for  our  new  graduate.  Be  aflured 
“ that  I always  am,  with  great  refpeCt,  your’s  affectionately. 

“ Dated  C:i!egc,  Edinburgh , March  8,  1774.” 
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of  teachers,  diftinguidied  by  their  zeal  and  acquire- 
ments, contributed  to  raife  the  inflitution  to  a rank  of 

unexpected  eminence  ; nor  can  it  be  denied  that  the 
* 

literary  offspring,  cheriflied  in  its  (bade,  from  the 
refearches  of  Taylor  to  the  inimitable  poetry  of 
fBarbaidd,  have  conferred  on  the  feat  of  their  retire- 
ment, a name,  of  more  than  ordinary  luff  re.  A 
variety  of  circumdances,  however,  refulting  partly 
from  the  pecufar  nature  of  the  Foundation,  but 
chiefly  from  the  irremediable  want  of  permanent 
funds,  rendered  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  a lon^ 
druggie  againd  adverfe  fortune ; fuch  as  the  vigilance 
and  ability  of  its  guardians  were  unequal  to  over- 
come. The  revenues  of  the  Academy,  derived  wholly 
from  voluntary  fubferiptions,  and  incidental  contribu- 
tions, were  fubject,  as  might  be  expected,  to  frequent 
and  ferious  fluctuation.  The  fupplies  during  the 
mod  favourable  period  were  barely  adequate  to  its 
immediate  neceffities  ; vvhild  even  a temporary  failure 
was  productive  of  the  word  efFeCls,  in  abating  the  con- 
fidence of  the  tutors,  and  (halting  the  foundations  of 
academic  difeiphne.  In  the  lapfe  of  time,  alfo,  the 
itumber  of  contributk««  gradually  diminiflied;  and 
the  few  who  remained  attached  to  the  intereds  of  the 
inflitution,  became  at  length  weary,  in  their  turn,  of 
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a charge  which  increafecl  in  weight  as  their  ardour 
declined.  The  efforts,  however,  of  the  governors 
and  the  tutors  were  not  wanting  to  devife  the  bed 
methods  of  obviating  thefe  fatal  embarraffinents  ; 
and  if  their  labours  were  not  attended  with  the  fuc- 
cefs  which  they  defired,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  efteemed 
doubtful,  whether  fuch  fuccefs  can  ever  be  attained 
without  theafeendant  fecurity  of  a lading  provificn. 

In  the  year  1 775,  Dr.  Peroval  was  induced,  for 
the  purpofes  of  health,  and  for  the  pleafure  of  occa- 
fional  retirement,  to  take  a country  refidence  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mancheder.  The  fituation  w'hich 
he  fixed  upon  wras  rendered  agreeable  by  thebeauty  and 

fertility  of  the  furrounding  country,  and  was  diilant 

* 

only  a few  miles  from  the  town.  In  this  letreat,  he 
paffed  the  fummer  months  of  many  fucceffive  years, 
where  he  enjoyed,  with  little  interruption,  the  leifure 
which  his  profeffional  engagements  permitted.  The 
operations  of  a farm  feldom  engaged  much  of  his 
interefl  or  attention ; but  his  relifli  for  the  quiet* 
and  the  beauty  of  rural  fcenery  was  a lively  fource 
ot  gratification  ; while  he  delighted  even  more  in  the 
liberal  occupations  of  his  retirement,  than  in  thofe 
active  offices  which  he  continued  to  difcharge  with 
11  nab  a ting  condancy.  The  fruit  of  his  leifure,  during 
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the  find  fummer  of  his  refidence  at  Hart-Hill,  was  the 
publication  of  a fmall  work,  entitled,  Moral  Tales , 
Fables , and  RefleXions  \ comprehending  a collection 
of  fliort  narratives,  for  the  mod  part  original,  calcu- 
lated to  convey  diftinX  ledons  of  moral  inftruXion. 
The  origin  and  defign  of  the  performance  is  thus 
explained  by  the  writer  : — 44  As  the  following  tales 
44  and  refleXions  will  fall  into  other  hands  than  thofe 
44  of  the  Author’s  children,  for  whole  ufe  folely  they 
44  were  intended,*  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the 
44  reader,  that  three  objeXs  of  inftruXion  have  been 
64  kept  principally  in  view.  The  firfl  and  leading 
44  one  is  to  refine  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  to 
44  infpire  the  mind  with  the  love  of  moral  excellence : 
44  and  furely  nothing  can  operate  more  forcibly,  than 
44  flriking  piXures  of  the  beauty  of  virtue,  and  the 
44  deformity  of  vice;  which  at  once  convince  the 
44  judgment,  and  leave  a lading  impreflion  on  the 

“ imagination.  t)ry  precepts  are  little  attended  to, 

/ » 

44  and  foon  forgotten  : and  if  inculcated  with  feverity, 
44  produce  in  youth  an  averflon  to  every  fubjeX 
44  of  ferious  refleXion;  teaching  them,  as  Erafmus 

* The  volume  is  inferibed  by  the  author  to  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Countefs  of  Stamford,  and  prefented,  with  an  affectionate  addrefs, 
to  his  own  children. 
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<e  judly  obferves,  virtutein  fimul  odiffe  et  r.ojje.  The 

<e  fecond  defign  of  this  little  work  is  to  awaken 

“ curiodty,  to  excite  the  fpirit  of  enquiry,  and  to  con- 

te  vey  in  a lively  and  entertaining  manner,  a know- 

<c  ledge  of  the  works  of  God.  On  this  account,  a 

« drift  attention  lias  been  paid  10  truth  and  nature  ; 

<c  no  improbabilities  are  related  ; and  mod  of  the 

(i  narrations  are  conformable  to  the  ufual  courfe  of 

<c  things,  or  derived  from  the  records  of  hi  dory. 

se  The  third  end  is  to  promote  a more  early 

cc  acquaintance  with  the  life  of  words  and  idioms. 

/ 

<c  Thefe  being  only  the  arbitrary  marks  of  our  ideas, 

“ fuch  as  are  mod  proper  and  expredive  may  be 
* 

6£  learned  with  no  lefs  facility  than  the  vulgar  and 
C£  familiar  forms  of  fpeech.” 

How  far  the  prefent  work  was  calculated  to  fulfil 
thefe  important  purpofes,  has  in  feme  meafure  been 
determined,  by  more  than  thirty  years  podeflion  of 
the  public  favour.  Not  only  in  this  country  did  the 
volume  meet  with  an  extenfive  circulation ; but  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  befides  beln£  read  in  the 
original,  it  was  twice  trandated  into  the  French  and 
German  languages. — The  mod  indifferent  judge  of 
literary  compofition  cannot,  I think,  fail  to  recognize, 
both  in  the  delign  and  execution  of  this  little  work, 
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the  efforts  of  a fuperlor  mind  dire&ed  to  the  hum- 
ble, but  important  office  of  inculcating  the  rudiments 
of  wifdom  and  virtue ; whilft  the  infiructive  variety 
of  knowledge,  the  pure  and  corre&  moral  fentiments 
with  which  it  abounds,  entitle  it  to  the  pruiie  of 
extraordinary  excellence.*'  The  author,  befides,  had 
in  feveral  refpecls  the  merit  of  originality;  as  no  pre- 
ceding writer  in  our  own  country  had  aimed  at 
recommending  the  higher  order  of  virtues,  by  accom- 
modating the  examples  and  illuftrations  of  their 
importance  to  the  capacities  of  children ; nor  had 
any  attempted,  in  the  language  of  elegant  and 
familiar  dialogue,  to  affociate  with  the  maxims  of 
ordinary  prudence,  thofe  finer  notions  of  moral  rec- 
titude, whicii  dignify  the  meaneft,  and  elevate  the 
molt  enlightened,  underfiandings. 

I may  fo  far  anticipate  the  completion  of  this 
fcheme  of  moral  inftruffion,  as  to  remark,  that,  in 
three  fucceffive  Parts  of  “ Moral  Tales  and  Reflec- 
tions,” the  author  has  adapted  the  difeourfe  through 
which  his  precepts  are  conveyed,  to  the  gradual 
advancement  of  the  faculties  from  youth  to  maturity; 

r 

* Dr.  Percival  adopts  as  his  motto,  the  following  fentiment  of 
Cicero  : — “ Quod  munus  ret  pub  lie  a ajferre  mu  jus  vieliujvs  pojjii- 
“ thus ^ quamfi  d.eemui  atque  erudimts  juventuiem  P ” 
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and,  that,  the  laft  Part , which  embraces  the  more 
difficult  queflions  of  religion  and  morality,  is  addreffed 
exclusively  to  ripe  and  cultivated  readers. 

If  it  be  granted,  on  a flight  examination,  that  the 
moral  leffons  contained  in  the  former  parts  of  this  work 
recommend  themfelves  individually  to  the  minds  of 
children,  by  the  appropriate  qualifications  of  fentiment 
and  diction;  it  will  not  be  denied,  on  a more  accurate 
Scrutiny,  that,  as  a whole,  the  defign  is  worthy  of 
Superior  regard,  and  more  ample  praife.  Few  will  be 
difpoSed  to  doubt,  that,  to  implant  in  the  juvenile 
mind  thofe  elementary  principles  of  right  conduct 
which  may  expand  liberally  with  its  future  growth, 

I 

and  to  gain  over  the  defires  to  thofe  motives  of  con- 
duct which  maturing  reafon  confirms  and  approves, 
are  the  firfl  objects  of  intellectual  culture.  Their 
importance,  in  truth,  no  lefs  than  the  difficulty  of 
their  attainment,  is  manifeft  on  a Survey  of  the 
fy Items  of  early  inflruCtion  current  among  the  vulgar; 
fyftems,  which,  at  each  progreffive  flage  of  mental 
improvement,  prefent  a new  code  of  morals,  and  a 
new*  Set  of  opinions,  differing  more  widely  as  they 
become  further  removed  from  the  implicit  creeds  of 
infancy.  Although  Such  inconfiflencies  may  not  in 
common  minds  produce  that  Sentiment  of  unlimited 
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fcepticifm*  which  is  obrervcd  to  prevail  among  men, 
who,  in  the  maturity  of  their  powers,  have  ftruggled 
to  reform  the  plan  of  their  intellectual  education;  yet 
it  mud  be  admitted  that  they  tend  univerfally  to  fhake 
the  foundations  of  juft  conduct,  by  deftroying  the  con- 
fidence, and  corrupting  the  teftimonies,  of  moral  judg- 

\ 

ment.  To  prevent  or  to  obviate  thefe  fatal  errors. 
Dr.  Percival  deemed  the  principal  objeCt,  to  which 
enlightened  inftruCtors  fhould  direct  their  aims.  He 
was  of  opinion,  that,  in  order  to  cherifh  that  fimple 
and  confident  integrity  of  character,  which  is  the 
nobleft  attribute  of  our  nature,  it  muft  ever  be  found 
efiential  to  refpect  the  fir  ft  impreffions  of  virtue  and 
obligation,  and  to  expofe  to  implicit  credulity  thofe 
notions  only  which  fubfequent  experience  may 
confirm.  In  this  light,  it  will  afturedly  appear,  that 
his  own  writings  poffefs  excellencies  of  the  higheft 
order.  In  bulk,  they  are  infufticient  to  occupy  more 
than  a fmall  portion  of  juvenile  ftudy;  but  as  a mo- 
del, they  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  wifdom  and  the 
practicability  of  that  method  of  inftruCtion  for  which 
they  are  designed  ; inculcating,  under  various  forms^ 
the  fame  common  principles  of  conduCt,  and  the  lame 
fentiments  of  pure  morality,  which  the  minds  of  men 
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under  every  circumflance  of  age  or  capacity,  are  dis- 
pofed  to  recognize. 

Were  this  method  of  early  difcipline  purfued  with 

care  throughout  all  the  (Indies  of  human  fcience,  how 

greatly  would  their  acquifition  be  facilitated!  and  how 

perfect  the  light  which  they  would  mutually  impart 

to  each  other!  In  contemplating  fuch  a profpect, 

« • 

indeed,  it  may  be  obvious  to  remark,  that  fpecu- 
lative  men  are  often  liable  to  indulge  too  fanguine 
expectations  of  the  probable  improvement  of  mankind. 
A writer,  however,  who  has  not  unhappily  exempli- 
fied the  real  merits  of  the  fcheme  which  he  exalts, 
may  be  permitted  to  expatiate  with  fome  freedom 
on  the  benefits  that  might  refult  from  fo  important 
a reformation,  were  it  thoroughly  effected.  The 
theory  (if  it  may  be  fo  called)  of  education  was  a 
fubjeft  which  Dr.  Percival  had  maturely  comTJered, 
and  to  which  he  has  often  adverted  in  his  literary 
writings.  With  phiiofophic  obfervation  he  eflimates 
the  advantages  that  mull  inevitably  be  derived  from 
the  early  acquifition  of  right  notions  refpedding  morals 
and  religion;  and  the  aids  that  might  be  furnifhed 
in  the  progreffive  attainment  both  of  knowledge  and 
virtue,  by  affociating  with  the  unbialfcd  paflions  of 
youth  the  pureft  conclufions  of  realon.  As  in  maihe- 
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matical  fcience,  and  the  various  branches  of  natural 

i * 

knowledge,  the  learner  proceeds  by  a regular  feries  of 
fteps,  each  fupporting  and  confirming  the  other;  fo 
in  fpeculative  or  moral  fcience,  the  proper  method  of 
advancement  is  effentially  fimilar;  with  this  difference 
only,  that,  as  in  moral  evidence  the  paffions  are  un- 
avoidably concerned  in  conjunction  with  reafon,  a 
Wronger  neceffity  is  fuperadded,  for  inculcating  wjxh 
caution  thofe  elementary  principles  on  which  the 
concluhons  of  moral  judgment  are  formed.  Among 
the  benefits  of  proceeding  by  this  legimitate  method, 
not  only,  it  is  manifeft,  would  the  pains  and  the 
mortification  of  unlearning  former  opinions,  or  recti- 
fying former  errors,  be  avoided;  but  the  alacrity  of 
improvement  would  be  fortified  by  confidence,  and 
the  mind  would  advance  without  delay  or  deviation 
in  the  defirable  paths  of  truth. 

It  is  apparently  under  the  influence  of  fimilar  fen- 
timents,  that  an  eloquent  and,  profound  moralifl 
•anticipates  in  imagination  the  arrival  of  that  period, 
when  true  philofophy  fhall  have  gained  the  afeendant 
over  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  men ; and  when 
pioper  means  fhall  be  employed  to  fupport  it  by  a 
more  perfect  fyftem  of  education.  <6  Let  us  fuppofe 
u for  a moment,”  fays  he,  66  that  this  happy  sera 

VOL.  i.  j 
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“ were  arrived,  and  that  all  the  prepofleffions  of 
6C  childhood  and  of  youth  were  directed  to  fupport 
the  pure  and  fublime  truths  of  an  enlightened 
morality.  With  what  ardour,  and  with  what 
“ tranfport,  would  the  undemanding,  when  arrived 
at  maturity,  proceed  in  thefearch  of  truth;  when, 

“ inflead  of  being  obliged  to  ftruggle  at  every  Rep 
<£  with  early  prejudices,  its  office  was  merely  to  add 
<c  the  force  of  philofophical  conviction  to  impreffions 
64  which  are  equally  delightful  to  the  imagination, 

«e  and  dear  to  the  heart  1 The  prepofleffions  of  child- 
4 4 hood  would,  through  the  whole  of  life,  be  gra- 
44  dually  acquiring  ftrength,  from  the  enlargement 
44  of  our  knowledge;  and  in  their  turn,  would  fortify 
44  the  concluflons  of  our  reafon  againft  the  fceptical 
44  fuggeflions  of  difappointment  or  melancholy.”* 

Among  other  opinions  which  Dr.  Percival  held  on 
the  fubjeCt  of  education,  the  two  following  may  be 
feleCted  from  his  writings.  They  are  obvioufly  of  a 
general  nature ; but  as  they  feem  to  form  the  ground- 

i 

work  of  his  more  fpecial  maxims,  and  practical  di- 
rections, they  may  with  propriety  be  added  to  the 
foregoing  obfervations.  44  Different  circumftances,” 

* Vide  “ Elements  of  the  Philofophy  of  the  Human  Mind,”  by 
Profelfor  Dugald  Stewart;  p.  39,  4 to. 
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fays  the  author,  “ call  forth  into  a&ion  different 
“ virtues,  and  different  talents;  and  the  perfection  of 
<c  the  human  character  appears  to  confid  in  the  num- 
“ ber  and  energy  of  both,  which  are  found  united 
“ in  it.  A variety  in  the  purfuits  of  knowledge 
“ fliould  therefore  feem  to  be  mod  conducive  to  the 
“ growth  and  vigour  of  our  feveral  faculties  : for 
“ the  activity  of  the  mind,  like  that  of  the  body,  is 
“ increafed  by  multiplying  and  diverfifying  its  exer- 
“ cifes.  The  brawny  arms  of  the  blackfmith,  and 
“ the  drong  back  of  the  porter,  are  produced  by  the 
“ long-continued  exertion  of  particular  mufcles;  but 
cc  fuch  partial  drength  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
agility  we  lee  dilplayed  by  thofe  who  have  almod 
every  moving  fibre  at  command.  By  an  unwearied 
application  to  one  branch  of  learning,  a man  may 
“ perhaps  become  a proficient  in  it.  But  the  lefs 
confined  his  views  are,  the  more  eafy  and  fecure 
“ will  be  the  attainment ; becaufe  the  fciences,  whilffc 
they  invigorate  the  underllanding,  elucidate  each 
other.  It  is  a fa£t,  I believe,  not  to  be  contro- 
verted,  that  the  mod  didinguifhed  phyficians,  phi- 

Iolophers,  and  metaphyflcians,  in  ancient  as  well 

# 

as  in  modern  times,  have  been  perfons  of  generaj 
eiudition.  lhe  names  of  Hippocrates,  Aridotle, 

d 2 
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“ Cicero,  Pliny,  Bacon,  Boyle,  Newton,  Hoffman, 

“ Haller,  and  Prieftlev,  authenticate  the  remark, 

(c  and  encourage  our  imitation.”  The  bearing  and 
limitations  of  this  general  principle , when  applied  to 
the  a&ual  conduct  of  education,  are  noticed  by  the 
writer  with  proper  care.  But  its  aim  is  directed 

i 

chiefly  again!!  thofe  vifionary,  though  fomewhat  po- 
pular doctrines,  which  inculcate  a fupreme  regard  to 
particular  genius,  and  the  cultivation  of  particular 
powers.* 

The  other  paffage  which  I would  quote  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  relates  to  the  much-difputed  ques- 
tion concerning  the  comparative  advantages  of  public 
and  private  fchools.  “ The  acquifition  of  health, 
“ ftrength,  knowledge,  virtue,  and  happinefs,”  fays 
the  writer,  cc  conftitutes  the  primary  end  of  all  fclio- 

* I am  happy  to  obferve  a coincidence  between  the  opinion 
which  is  here  expreffed,  and  the  fentimenss  maintained  by  the 
Author  of  “ Elements  of  the  Philofophy  of  the  Human  Mind a 
work  which,  in  the  eftimation  of  competent  judges,  has  been  es- 
teemed the  mofl  profoundly  philofophical  which  thefe  times  have 
produced.  Among  other  remarks  which  the  fubje<d  fuggefts  to  the 
author,  he  obferves,  with  refpedt  to  thofe  perfons  who  have  con- 
fined the  labours  of  their  education  to  particular  objedds,  or  to  the 
cultivation  of  particular  powers,  that,  “ they  muft  be  confidcred  on 
the  moft  favourable  fuppofition,  as  having  facriliced,  to  a certain 
degree,  the  perfcdlion  and  the  happinefs  of  their  nature  to  the 
amufement  or  inftruddion  of  others.” — Elements,  See.  p.  27, 4to  edit. 
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u laflic  inftitutions;  and  that  fydem  of  difcipline  and 
<c  inftru&ion  may  be  regarded  as  the  bed,  which 
« mod  completely  infures  thefe  attainments,  with  the 
« fewed  exceptions,  and  in  the  greated  variety  of 
<c  cafes.  I have  long  confidered  public  fchools  as 
“ lotteries,  furnilhing  fome. dazzling  prizes,  but  at- 
“ tended  with  general  lofs.  The  reafon  of  this  feems 

ic  to  be,  that  youths  who  polTefs  great  ambition, 

* 

<c  united  with  great  talents,  experience  in  fuch  fchools 
“ very  powerful  incentives  to  extraordinary  exertions, 
<e  in  the  future  profpe&s  and  dignified  witneffes 
“ which  they  afford;  circumdances  deprefiing  to 
€t  thofe  of  a different  turn  of  mind.  Whereas  pri- 
66  vate  fchools  cherifla  moderate  emulation,  encourage 
6C  mediocrity  of  talents,  and  thus  are  better  fitted' 
“ to  exercife  and  improve  the  general  fcale  of  human 
“ intellect.  1 conceive  it  will  be  found,  that  of  the 
<c  number  of  men  who  have  difiinguifiied  themfelves 
ic  in  the  different  walks  of  fcience,  the  larged  pro- 
<c  portion  confids  of  thofe  who  have  been  educated 
<c  in  private  or  the  lefs  public  feminaries.  I could 
<c  give  a long  lid  of  names  in  proof  of  this  pofition; 
<c  but  flrall  content  myfelf  with  mentioning  Sir  Ifaac 
“ Newton,  Mr.  Locke,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Pope, 
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“ Dr.  Warburton,  Dr.  Middleton,  Mr.  James 
*c  Harris,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke.” 

The  examples  which  the  author  has  adduced  in 
fupport  of  each  of  the  above  datements  of  his  opi- 
nion, (which  are  widely  detached  from  each  other  in 
his  writings,)  ferve,  perhaps,  in  the  bed  manner,  to 
illudrate  and  confirm  their  truth.*  The  appeal  on  ' 
thefe,  as  on  all  other  quedions  refpecting  the  practi- 
cal conduct  of  life,  mud  be  made  to  the  experience 
of  our  predecedbrs  or  cotemporaries ; and  the  writer 
who  attempts  to  combat  the  prejudices  of  Englidimen 
in  favour  of  public  education,  will  at  lead  find  it 
requifite  to  adduce  in  his  fupport  the  authority  of 
hidorical  proofs. 

Thefe  digreflions,  relating  to  the  works  of  moral 
hiflrudion  which  Dr.  Percival  fuccedlvely  publidied, 
may  not  appear  fuperfluous  to  fuch  as  appreciate 
duly  the  merits  of  a writer,  who  has  applied  the 
powers  of  a fuperior  underdanding,  to  the  purpofe  of 

* If  it  be  demon  ftrated,  that  the  majority,  or  a greater  propor* 
tion,  of  diflinguifhed  names,  in  literature," in  fcience,  or  in  public 
life,  be  ranked  on  the  fide  of  private,  in  companion  of  public 
education,  the  inference  may  certainly  be  granted,  that  the  former 
method  is  more  favourable  to  the  cultivation  of  extraordinary  talents 
or  learning ; whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  a diflintt  queftion  remains, 
— which  of  the  two  modes  is  bell  adapted  to  cherifh  the  ordinary 
capacities  and  difpofitions  of  our  countrymen? 
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inculcating  the  elements  of  moral  and  religious  wis- 
dom. Nor  will  the  explanation  of  his  defign  be 
deemed  altogether  unimportant,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  his  performances  are  not  lefs  confp'cuous  for  their 
originality  than  their  ufefulnefs;  that  the  author  has 
rendered  them  attractive  to  cultivated  minds,*  by  the 
lingular  beauty  of  his  ftile  and  fentiments  ; and  that 
his  labours  were  rendered  complete,  at  a diftant  pe- 
riod of  his  life,  by  the  publication  of  more  mature 
and  profound  difquifitions  on  thofe  fubjeCb,  whofe 
firfh  principles  he  had  already  unfolded.  The  cha- 
racter of  a man  of  letters,  befides,  is  belt  illuftrated 
by  an  examination  of  the  fcope  and  the  objeCt  of  his 
writings ; more  efpecially  when  it  has  happened,  as 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  that  he  has  exercifcd  his  talents 
on  various  fubjects  of  natural  and  moral  fcience. 
Were  the  writer  of  thefe  Memoirs,  indeed,  capable 
of  doing  juftice  to  the  venerable  merits  of  the  indivi- 
dual, who  is  the  fubjeCt  of  them,  any  apology  for  the 
digreffions  of  this  nature  might  be  truly  fuperfluous. 
But  as  the  character  of  that  individual’s  mind  is 

* The  late  celebrated  Dean  Tucker,  in  a letter  to  Dr.  Percival, 
obferves,  with  his  ufual  candour,  “ you  are  happy  in  conveying  the 
“ raoft  important  truths  in  a drefs  fo  inviting,  that  when  children 
“ read,  old  men  are  inltrudled.’* 
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impreffed  in  the  mofl  lively  manner  on  the  greater 
part  of  his  literary  productions,  it  is  the  bufmefs  of 
llis  biographer  to  ftrive  at  leaf!;,  to  exhibit  in  a fuit- 
able  light  thofe  which  he  has  bequeathed  to  the  public. 

The  next  publication  of  Dr.  Percival,  (A.  D.  1 776) 
was  a third  volume  of  philofophical  and  experimental 
cc  Effays  j”  dedicated  to  his  highly-refpected  friend,  the 
late  Marquis  of  Lanfdown.  Among  other  valuable 
invefligations  contained  in  this  volume,  there  is  one 
which  recommends  itfelf  to  the  attention  of  philofo- 
phers,  both  by  the  fingularity  and  the  novelty  of  its 
fubjeft.  The  Effay  is  entitled.  An  Attempt  to  ac- 
count for  the  different  Quantities  of  Rain  which  fall 
at  different  Heights  over  the  fame  Spot  of  Ground; 
and  was  fuggefted  by  fome  experiments  and  obferva- 
tions  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  which  Dr.  Heberden  had 
recently  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society.  To 
that  ingenious  and  original  enquirer  the  merit  appears 
to  be  due,  of  firft  noticing  or  accurately  recording 
this  phenomenon:  but  he  feems  to  be  at  a lofs  for 
a fatisfa&ory  folution  of  its  caufe,  when  he  “ con- 
“ je&ures,  that  it  muff  depend  on  fome  unknown 
6i  properties  of  ele&ricity.”  The  rationale  which 
Dr.  Percival  has  pointed  out,  is  at  once  fimple  and  ^ 
probable.  He  maintains,  that  the  fame  laws  of  elec- 
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tricity  which  influence  the  afcent  and  fufpenfion  of 
vapours,  are  fufficient  to  explain  their  precipitation, 
and  the  newly-difcovered  mode  of  defcent.  Since  rain, 
he  argues,  is  precipitated  from  clouds  in  confequence 
of  a fudden  deprivation  of  that  ele&ric  matter,  which, 
by  repelling  the  attenuated  particles  of  vapour  from 
each  other,  preferved  their  fpecific  levity;  fo,  in  the 
defcent  of  thefe  particles  towards  the  earth,  a further 
communication  of  their  fuperabundant  electricity  to  the 
furrounding  atmofphere  progreflively  expends  the 
repulflve  power,  and  thus  caufes  them  to  coalefce  into 

drops,  increaflng  in  bulk  as  they  approach  the  furface 

% 

of  the  earth.  66  In  confequence  of  a law  of  this 
Ci  nature,”  he  declares,  cc  a much  larger  quantity  of 
“ rain  will  fall  near  to,  than  at  a diflance  from,  the 
“ earth  ; and  a cloud  which  fills  many  thoufand  acres 
“ in  the  higher  regions  of  the  air,  when  the  elective 
* fluid  operates  upon  it  with  full  force,  may  not 
“ cover  one-third  of  that  extent  when  it  has  defeended 
“ in  a fliower  of  rain.  To  this  effect,”  he  adds, 
M a precipitation  of  the  vapours  contained  in  adiffolved 
<c  or  diftufed  flate  in  the  lower  regions  of  the  atmos- 
“ phere,  and  the  influence  of  gravitation  in  producing 
ec  a convergency  of  the  drops  of  rain,  will  in  fome 
Cf  degree  contribute.” 
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It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  no  fcientific  en- 
quirer, except  Dr.  Percival,  has  given  to  the  public 
any  invefligation  refpe&ing  the  probable  conditions 
and  caufes  of  this  curious  phenomenon.  Perhaps 
fome  additional  evidence  of  the  juftnefs  of  his  own 
hypotheCs  might  be  derived  from  this  conCderation, 
—that  the  greater  denfity  of  the  air  in  the  lower 
regions  of  the  atmofphere,  by  prefenting  more  parti- 
cles, in  a given  fpace,  for  the  reception  of  fuperCuous 
ele&ricity,  would  render  the  coalefcence  of  the  par- 
ticles of  vapour  or  rain  more  rapid  as  they  approach 
the  earth ; whilft,  for  the  fame  reafon,  if  it  be  granted 
that  drops  of  rain  acquire  any  increafe,  by  attracting 
the  moilture  diffufed  through  the  atmofphere,  this 
acceffion  will  obvioufly  become  more  confiderable  in 
the  inferior  and  condenfed  flrata.* 

The  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  the  Effcas  of 
Fixed  Air  on  the  Colours  and  Vegetation  of  Plants , bear 
a date  fomewhat  later  than  the  preceding  Effay.  In 
the  firft  volume  of  Dr.  Prieftley’s  work  on  Airs, 
were  inferted,  u Obfervations  and  Experiments  on 

i 

J 

“ the  Medicinal  Ufes  of  fixed  Air,  communicated  by 
“ Dr.  Percival.”  The  interefl  excited  by  thefe  en- 

*■  As  the  opinions  of  two  eminent  philofophers.  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  Dr.  Watfon,  (afterwards  Bifhop  of  Landaff,)  may  throw  light 
on  this  curious  fubjetf,  their  communications  to  Dr.  Percival  are 
annexed;  Appendix  B. 
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queries  led  him,  in  conjundfion  with  that  active  phi- 
lofopher,  to  a further  profecution  of  the  fubjedtj; 
when  it  happened,  that,  after  purfuing  a nearly 
funilar  train  of  experiments,  they  came  to  dider  on  a 
curious  queflion  refpefting  the  influence  of  this  air 
on  vegetation.  The  conclufions  which  Dr.  Percival 
formed  were  decifive  in  favour  of  the  powers  of fixed 
air  in  promoting  the  growth  and  the  prefervation  of 
plants;  whilft  thofe  of  Dr.  Prieflley  led  him  to  con- 
tend for  its  infalubrious  and  even  deftru&ive  influence. 
The  queflion  is  an  important  one,  as  it  relates  to  an 
extenfive  proviflon  of  nature  for  the  purification  of 
our  atmofphere,  by  the  oeconomy  of  vegetable  life. 
Succeeding  writers,  it  may  therefore  be  added,  have 
confirmed  the  accuracy  of  Dr,  Percival’s  conclufions ; 
which  was  alfo  candidly  acknowledged  by  his  oppo- 
nent, on  a fubfequent  occafion. 

Unfortunately  for  the  condudl  of  his  ftudies, 
and  (till  more  of  his  fcientific  purfuits.  Dr.  Percival 
began  to  experience,  about  the  prefent  period,  the 
flrft  fymptoms  of  that  malady  in  his  eye-fight,  which 
afflidred  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Its 
origin  he  aferibed  to  the  habit  of  reading  and  wri- 
ting in  his  carriage  during  his  profeflional  joumies 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Manchefler.  As  thefc 
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vifits  were  frequent,  and  occupied  a confiderable 
portion  of  time,  it  was  an  obvious  expedient  to  em- 
ploy that  leifure  to  the  purpofes  of  ftudy;  which 
he  was  able  to  purfue  with  little  inconvenience,  as 
the  original  powers  of  his  fight  were  more  than 
commonly  vigorous.  On  a fudden,  however,  he 
was  feized  with  a total  blindnefs  in  one  of  his  eyes, 
which  was  fucceeded  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour  by  a 
violent  and  deep-feated  pain  in  the  eye-ball.  As 
thefe  fymptoms  gradually  fubfided,  the  other  eye 
became  affe&ed  in  a fimilar  manner ; and  at  length, 
when  the  pains  had  ceafed,  and  the  fight  was  perfectly 
reftored,  an  extreme  tendernefs  and  fufceptibility  of 
the  impreffion  of  light  afflicted  both  eyes  permanently 
alike.  Without  any  exterior  blenuffl,  or  the  flighted: 
appearance  of  malady,  the  pain  frequently  recurred 
in  fo  acute  a degree,  as  to  oblige  the  fufferer  to  feek 
refuge  for  fome  hours  in  total  darknefs.  But  expe- 
rience foon  inftrufted  him,  that  an  examination  of 
minute  objects,  or  a continued  intent  obfervation  of 
any  objeft  of  fight  whatever,  invariably  renewed  the 
painful  affection,  which  was  befides  often  aggravated 
by  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head-aclie. 

The  apprehenflon  of  an  utter  lofs  of  fight  (which 
to  ftudious  and  profefllonal  men  is  peculiarly  grievous) 
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might  reafonably  be  expected  to  excite  fome  folici- 
tude ; efpecially  as  its  approach  in  the  prefect 
inftance  feemed  to  be  fo  clearly  marked,  that  the 
event  was  for  fome  time  deemed  inevitable.  During 
a fliort  period,  Dr.  Percival  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don thofe  purfuits  which  could  no  longer  be  con- 
ducted without  the  affiftanceof  others:  but  the  inter- 
val of  entire  ceflation  from  literary  purfuits  was  not 
confiderable ; and  habit  foon  reconciled  him  to  the 
indifpenfable  cuftom  of  employing  amanuenfes.  In 
the  fubfequent  courfe  of  his  life,  fcarcely  any  alter- 
ation was  obfervable  in  the  extreme  fenfibility  of  the 
nerves  of  his  eye,  or  the  tendency  to  acute  pain,  on 
any  trifling  exertion  beyond  the  ordinary  limit  j fo 
that  in  all  the  operations  of  fludy  he  became  depen- 
dent on  the  oflices  of  a domeflic  afliftant.  It  may  be 
obferved,  however,  that  the  facility  which  he  acquired 
in  dilating  his  literary  compofltions,  and  various 
correfpondence,  was  Angularly  happy ; whilA  in  li&. 
tening  to  the  reading  of  others,  he  ufed  to  aflert,  that 
he  experienced  a fenflble  advantage  over  his  former 
method,  in  collecting  Ins  thoughts,  and  exerciflng  his 
fliculties,  on  any  fubjeft  of  ferious  inveftigation. 
Neither  did  the  cheerfulnefs  ot  his  manners,  nor  the 
habitual  ferenity  of  his  temper,  fuller  in  the  flighted 
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degree,  from  the  preflure  of  an  unceafing  and  irre- 
mediable evil. 

In  the  year  1777,  Dr.  Percival  was  unanimoufly 
ele&ed  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Soc;ety  at  Paris;  an 
honour  which  was  conferred  without  felicitation,  and 
accompanied  by  feme  flattering  marks  of  diftin&ion. 

1 

The  only  productions  of  his  pen,  during  this  and  the 
following  year,  was  a fecond  volume  of  his  Moral 
Ta/es,  Fables , and  Reflexions,  written  upon  the  fame 
plan,  and  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the  former,  and  a 
Zocratic  Difcourfe  on  Truth  and  Faithfulnefs . The 

latter,  (which  was  not  publifhed,  but  printed  only 
for  the  author’s  diftribution,*)  w?as  originally  intended 

* Previous  to  the  publication  of  this  Difcourfe , which  did  not 
take  place  until  fome  years  afterwards,  the  piece  found  its  way  into 
Prance ; where  an  elegant  tranllation  of  it  appeared  from  the  pen  of 
M.  Boulard,  a Parifian  advocate  of  fome  eminence.  In  a Ihortand 
complimentary  Preface,  (although  the  parties  were  mutually  un- 
known to  each  other,)  the  Tranflator  obferves,  that  the  only  faults 
of  the  original  performance  arc,  the  occafional  mixture  of  fictitious 
with  real  hiftory,  and  certain  Fra  its  de  Protefl antifine ; the  latter  of 
which  are  carefully  pointed  out,  and  remedied  by  appropriate 
notes.  In  other  refpeels  he  liberally  commends,  and  fomewhat 
ambitioufly  expatiates  on,  the  defign  of  his  author.  The  iuppofed 
errors  juft  noticed,  fays  he,  “ Sont  les  feules  taches  de  cet  ouvrage , 
“ qui  joint  agreement  a l' utilite , et  qui  meritela  reconnat  fance  des 
“ peres  de  famille.  On  nc  pent  que  fr.  avoir  gre  a un  Medecin , tres 
“ diflingue  dans  fon  etat , d ' employer  fes  moments  de  loifir  a ad  fiver 
“ les  Lett  res,  qui  font  le  char  me  dc  la  vie , decent  Came,  gueriffent 
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us  the  commencement  of  a feries  of  Moral  Efiays, 
in  the  Socratic  manner  of  colloquial  diflertation  ; and 
the  writer  has  thus  explained  the  feheme  of  his 
work : — Ci 6 The  Difcourfe  forms  the  firft  part  of  a 
“ plan  which  he  has  long  had  in  contemplation,  of 
« teaching  his  elder  children  the  mofl  important 
“ branches  of  Ethics,  viz.  veracity,  faithfulnefs,  jus- 
“ tice,  and  benevolence , in  a fy hematic  and  experimen- 
“ tal  manner,  by  examples.  But  various  caufes,” 
it  is  added,  66  have  hitherto  prevented,  and  will  pro- 
cc  bably  continue  to  prevent,  the  completion  of  his 
“ defign.  He  cordially  willies,  therefore,  that  fome 
*c  moralift  of  more  leifure  and  fuperior  abilities,  into 
“ whofe  hands  this  piece  may  fall,  would  execute  in 
“ its  full  extent  what  is  here  fo  partially  and  imper- 
<c  feclly  attempted.” 

“ les  prejuges , etendent  les  idees , fortijient  Pefprit , preferment  as 
“ Poifvete  et  da  vice,  et  infp'trent  Phumanite , le  defintereffement , ct 
“ V amour  du  bien  public.  Ce  delajfement  le  plus  noble  de  tcus , a etc 
“ cclui  des  plus  grands  Magijlrats , tels  que  les  P Hopital,  les  de  Thou, 
“ les  Lamolgnon , les  Montcfquieu , ct  les  Dagueffeau.  Les  affaires 
*£  publiques , dont  ils  etoient  charges , ne  les  empechoient  pas  de  vivre 
“ avec  la  Mufes , comme  Pont  fait  parmi  nos  contemporains  Fre- 
“ deric  II.  et  Franklin , cl  parmi  les  anciens  Cefar  et  Ciceran,  qui 
<c  gouvernoient  le  plus  grand  empire  qui  ait  jamais  ex  iff  ei  qui 
“ nous  out  cependant  laijfd  des  chef s-d’ xavres  litter airesF — Preface 
de  Tradu&eur. 
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The  fcheme  of  moral  enquiry,  of  which  the  outline 
is  here  Iketched,  was  never  completed  by  its  author; 
nor  has  any  fubfequent  writer  attempted  the  execu- 
tion of  a fimilar  plan.  It  continued,  however,  to  be 
a favourite  defign  with  Dr.  Percival ; who  has  fo 
happily  exemplified  its  beauty  and  value,  as  to  make 
it  matter  of  regret  that  he  relinquilhed  its  further 
practical  application.  In  the  moll  efiential  refpe&s, 
indeed,  it  refembles  the  plan  of  his  other  moral 
inftructions,  which  aim  at  teaching  virtue,  by  expo- 
fing  its  qualities  to  admiration,  and  by  leading  the 
judgment  and  feelings  to  approve  them  in  conjunction. 
The  merits  of  the  plan  are  fo  admirably  expreffed 
by  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  the  following  paflage,  that 
I am  tempted  to  trefpafs  upon  the  narrative  by  intro- 
ducing it  in  this  place.  cc  When  examples  are 
<c  pointed  out  to  us,”  fays  the  noble  writer,  cc  there 
“ is  a kind  of  appeal,  with  which  we  are  flattered, 
C£  made  to  our  fenfes  as  well  as  to  our  underflandings. 
<c  The  inftruCtion  comes  then  upon  our  own  authen- 
ei  ticity;  we  frame  the  precept  after  our  ownexperi- 
<c  ence ; and  yield  to  fact,  when  we  refill:  {peculation, 
t£  But  this  is  not  the  only  advantage  of  inftruftion  by 
££  example;  for  example  appeals  not  to  our  under- 
“ Handing  alone,  but  to  our  paflions  likewife.  Lx- 
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«<  ample  affuages  them,  or  animates  them ; fets  paf- 
« fion  on  the  fide  of  judgment,  and  makes  the  whole 
man  of  a piece , which  is  more  than  the  fbongcft 
“ reafon  or  the  cleared  demonftration  can  do  ; and 
tc  thus  forming  habits  by  repetition,  example  f cures 
“ the  obfer vance  of  thofe  precepts  which  example 
. <£  infinuated.” 

\ / 

The  ft udies  which  led  Dr.  Percival  to  thefe  ufeful, 

though  Ids  confiderable,  efforts  of  his  genius,  formed 

in  truth  the  moft  grateful  occupation  of  his  leiftire 

hours.  The  ftudy  of  the  human  mind  in  general, 

and  efpecially  of  its  moral  conftitution,  opened  a wide 

field  to  his  fpeculative  curiofity  ; while  the  partiality 

for  fuch  inveftigations  which  he  had  imbibed  from 

the  earlieft  period  of  his  voluntary  application  to 

books,  feemed  even  to  increafe  with  his  advancing 

years.  Of  his  particular  fentiments  in  Morals,  it 
/ 

were  fupei  fluous  to  offer  any  detail  in  thefe  pages ; 
as  his  own  compofitions  furnifh  the  be  t ftatement 
of  them,  and  of  the  evidence  on  which  they  were 
founded.  But  it  will  be  obferved  by  the  reader,  that 
Dr.  Percival’ s literary  correfpondence  often  betrays 
his  attachment  to  fpeculations  of  this  kind ; and  it 
might  be  added,  that  his  converfation  not  unfre- 
quently  manifefteda  tendency  to  philolophical  accuracy 


VOL.  i. 


e 
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on  fnnilar  fubjeCts.  A long  familiarity  with  the  topics 
of  moral  fcience  having  given  him  an  entire  com- 
mand over  them  on  all  occafions,  the  felicity  of  his 
expreffion,  as  well  as  the  uniformity  and  conji/tency  of 
his  opinions,  was  eminently  remarkable.  It  is  pro- 
bable, alfo,  had  the  plan  of  his  life  afforded  him  fcope 
for  an  undertaking  moil  congenial  with  his  views,  that 
he  would  have  given  to  the.  world,  in  a fyffematic  form, 
thofe  fpeculations  which  were  loofely  fcattered  through 
his  writings  and  converfaticn ; and  which,  if  difplayed 
in  the  form  they  appeared  to  affume  in  his  own  com- 
prehenfion,  would  have  done  credit,  if  I miftake  not, 
to  his  enlarged  and  original  powers.  But  carefully 
as  he  regulated  the  ceconomy  of  his  time,  his  Ieifure 
was  too  fcanty  for  the  execution  of  any  confiderable 
work  unconnected  with  his  profeffion,  the  numerous 
avocations  of  which  deterred  him  even  from  accom- 
plifhing  the  limited  fchemes  which  he  projected.  To 
thefe,  indeed,  he  feems  to  have  been  impelled  chiefly 
by  the  hope  of  benefiting  youthful  readers,  and  of 
thus  gratifying  more  effectually,  perhaps,  than  by 
remote  fpeculations,  his  ruling  defire  of  contributing 
to  the  improvement  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 
The  intelligent  obferver  may,  neverthelefs,  perceive,  in 
the  philofophic  fpirit  which  pervades  the  greater  part 
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of  Dr.  Percival’s  writings,  no  lefs  than  in  his  didinCt 
ethical  diflertations,  the  traces  of  thofe  clear  and  com- 
prehenfive  views  of  moral  fcience  which  the  author 
delighted  to  form,  and  on  which  he  built  the  mod 
flattering  conceptions  of  the  probable  influence  of 
reafon  and  philofophy  in  accelerating  the  advance- 
ment of  the  race. 

We  come  next  to  a period,  deferving  of  notice,  as 
the  aera  in  which  the  fubjeCt  of  this  memoir,  in  con- 
junction with  other  leading  inhabitants  of  Mancheder, 
eftabliflied  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
that  town.  The  inftitution  derived  its  origin  from 
the  dated  weekly  meetings  for  converfation , which 
Dr.  Percival  held  at  his  own  houfej  the  refort  of  the 
literary  characters,  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  of 
occafional  Arangers.  As  thefe  meetings  became 
more  numerous,  it  was  in  time  found  convenient  to 
transfer  them  to  a tavern,  and  to  conditute  a few 
rules  for  the  better  direction  of  their  proceedings. 
The  members  thus  infenfibly  formed  themfelves  into 
a Club  j which  was  fupported  with  fo  much  fuccefs, 
as  at  length,  in  the  year  1781,*  to  afliime  the  more 

* In  the  preceeding  year  (1780)  Dr.  Percival  fuftained  the  mis 
fortune  of  loling  two  children,  of  early  age,  within  the  interval  of 
a few  days.  The  lines  which  he  infcribed  to  their  memory,  are 
inferted  in  Appendix  C. 
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refpe&able  form  and  title  which  it  now  poffeffes.  Of 
this  inilitution,  Dr.  Percival  was  appointed  joint  prefi- 
dent  with  James  Maffey/efq;  the  vice-prefidents  and 
other  officers  wrere  chofen  among  the  literary  perfons  of 
the  town;  whilft  a numerous  body  of  members  main- 
tained at  once  the  credit  and  utility  of  the  foundation. 

An  account  of  the  laws  and  the  literary  tranattions 
of  this  body  may  be  found  in  the  volumes  of  Memoirs , 
which  they  have  fucceffively  given  to  the  world.  It 
were  unneceffary,  however,  were  it  even  agreeable  to 
the  limited  purpofe  of  thefe  pages,  to  enumerate  the 
active  fervices  of  various  individuals  who  co-operatcd 
with  Dr.  Percival  in  the  formation  of  the  eftablifli- 
ment.*  With  refpeft  to  his  own  fervices,  it  may  be 
fuffieient  to  remark,  that  he  was  a leading  fupporter  of 
the  judicious  fyftem  on  which  proceedings  of  the 

* If  any  deviation  be  admitted  with  refpedt  to  the  rule  of  pro- 
hibiting from  a private  narrative  general  or  perfonal  details,  not  im- 
mediately concerning  its  Subject;  it  may  be  pardonable,  on  the  pre- 
lent  occalion,  in  mcntioningfamong  the  founders  of  the  Manckejlcr 
Society,  the  refpedable  name's  of  thePvCv.Dr.Barnes  and  Mr.Thomas 
Henry.  The  former  of  thefe,  an  eminent  preacher  and  divine,  was 
one  of  the  earliefl  of  Dr;  Pemvars  friends.  Their  acquaintance 
commenced  at  the  Warrington  Academy,  and  was  cherilhed  by  a 
common  ardour  and  diligence  in  the  profecution  of  their  ffudies. 
In  the  fubfequent  period  of  their  lives  the  fame  liberal  friendfhip 
was  preferved,  and  was  beneficially  exercifed  by  their  mutual  efforts 
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Society  were  conducted  ; and  that  in  the  general 
bufinefs  of  the  inflitution  his  exertions  were  employed 
through  life  with  the  happieft  fuccefs.  His  attend- 

i 

ance  at  .the  meetings,  (which  were  held  on  each 
alternate  Friday  during  the  winter  feafon,)  was  rarely 
prevented  by  any  other  circumftance  than  the  inter- 
ruption of  health;  his  literary  contributions  were 
frequent  and  valuable ; while  his  a&ive  zeal,  not  lefs 
than  his  candour  and  moderation,  peculiarly  qualified 
him  for  the  leading  office  he  fuftained.  His  powers 
both  of  comprehenficn  and  difcourfe  w'ere  fome- 
times  called  forth  to  confiderable  exercife ; and 
perhaps  on  no  occafion  were  his  talents  more  fully 
exerted,  or  more  chara&eriftically  manifeft,  than 
•when  prefiding  over  the  debates  of  the  Society  he  at 
once  guided  and  fyfiematized  the  topics  of  animated 
difcuffion.  To  thefe  qualifications,  and  to  the  inflex- 
ible dignity  of  his  condudl,  he  wras  indebted  for  his 


in  forming  fcveral  eftablifhments  of  public  utility  in  the  town  where 
they  relided.  Dr.  Percival’s  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Henry  com- 
menced  at  a fomcwhat  latenpcriod;  but  their  reciprocal  regard 
was  not  Id's  warm  or  lafting.  The  finiilarity  of  their  profeflional 
engagements  rendered  their  intercom fe  frequent;  and  the  medical 
writings  by  which  they  arc  both-  known  to  the  public,  have  often 
recorded  their  common  labours.  In  private  life  alfo  their  attachment 
was  flrengtlicned  by  the  molt  zealous  and  uninterrupted  efteem. 
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annual  appointment  to  the  prefidency,  (by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  members,)  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.* 

Another  inftitution,  which  originated  about  this 
period,  may  deferve  curfory  notice,  both  on  account 
of  its  intrinfic  merit,  and  as  it  manifefts  the  ardour 
in  profecuting  fchemes  for  the  public  benefit  with 
which  Dr.  Percival  and  his  coadjutors  were  infpired. 
The  defign  was  in  fome  refpeCts  novel,  compri- 
zing a provifion  for  Public  Lectures  on  the  follow- 
ing fubjeCts  : i ft,  Practical  Mathematics,  and  the 
principal  branches  of  Natural  Philofophy;  2d,  Che- 
miftry,  with  a reference  to  the  arts  and  manufactures; 
3d,  the  Theory  and  Hiftory  of  the  Fine  Arts ; 
4th,  the  Origin,  Hiftory,  and  Progrefs  of  Arts,  Ma- 
nufactures, and  Commerce,  the  Commercial  Laws 
and  Regulations  of  different  Countries,  Commutative 
Juftice,  and  other  branches  of  Commercial  Ethics, 
Thefe  LeCtures  were  defigned  for  the  improvement 

of  the  youth  of  Manchefter  ; and  efpecially  of  fuch 

< 

as  having  finithed  the  ordinary  courfe  of  education, 
were  about  to  engage  in  commercial  occupations. 
As  the  eftablifhment,  (entitled  The  College  of  Arts 

* On  the  death  of  James  MafTey,  efq;  Dr.  Percival  became  foie 
prelident,  in  which  lituation  he  remained  ever  afterwards. 
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and  Sciences ) provided  only  a proper  number  and  fnc- 
ceffion  of  teachers,  the  young  men  who  liftened  to 
their  inftruftions  exercifed  that  privilege  voluntarily 
and  promifcuoully.  At  certain  rates  of  fubfeription 
they  attended  any  one  or  all  of  the  public  lectures, 
which  were  didributed  at  convenient  hours  of  the 
day : and  fo  liberal  was  the  fpirit  and  the  wealth 
of  the  inhabitants,  that  little  doubt  was  entertained 
of  the  popular  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme.#  From  caufes 
however,  which  were  then  perhaps  not  fully  under- 
flood, and  for  which  it  would  now  be  altogether 
vain  to  enquire,  the  inditution  w'as  found  to  decline 
even  in  its  fird  moments  ; and  after  two  winters 
of  unfavourable  trial,  was  at  length  relu&antly 
abandoned. 

In  the  year  1785,  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society  of  Mancheder  publilhed  the  firft  volumes  of 
its  Memoirs ; which,  by  means  of  Dr.  Percival’s  appli- 
cation to  the  firll  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  were  dedi- 


* The  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Members  of  Parliament  for  the 
County  were  nominated  patrons;  and  Dr.  Percival  was  eleded 
prelident  of  the  inflitution.  The  plan  and  code  of  rules  relating 
to  its  proceedings  were  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Barnes ; and  it 

maybe  added,  that  the  general  defign  has  been  imitated  andillus„ 

♦ 

trated  on  a larger  fcale,  in  the  Roy  a!  and  London  Injlitutions. 
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cated,  with  permiflion,  to  the  King.*  The  differtations 
that  appeared  in  them  were  * fele&ed  from  a large 
body  of  papers  which  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Society  by  different  perfons  during  a period  of  four 
years;  and  they  will  alfuredly  be  allowed  to  furnilh 
no  feeble  tellimony  of  the  learning  and  ingenuity  of 
the  contributors.  Several  Effays  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Percival  are  contained  in  thefe  volumes.  The 
firfl  is  entitled  a “ Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  Charles 
“ de  Polier,  efq;”  a gentleman  of  fingular  accom- 
pli {laments,  who  had  been  fome  time  refident  in  Man- 
chefler,  as  tutor  to  the  fons  of  the  late  Marquis  of 
Waterford,  and  who  had  diflinguiflied  himfeif  as  an 
active  member  of  the  Literary  Society.  On  the 
melancholy  occafion  of  his  death,  the  prefident  was 
appointed,  by  the  unanimous  defire  of  the  members,  to 
pronounce  his  eloge  at  one  of  their  public  meetings; 

l 

and  was  afterwards  requeued  to  infert  the  addrefs  in 
their  “ Memoirs.”  f 


* Vide  Appendix  D. 

# 

* This  Tribute,”  &c.  was  fo  favourably  received,  that  not  long 
after  its  publication  it  was  tranflated  into  the  French  language,  by 
M.  Fioflard,  profeffor  at  Lyons  ; who  alfo  tranflated  into  the  fame 
language  the  “ Moral  Tales,  Fables,  and  Reflections.”  See 
Appendix  E. 
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The  Speculations  concerning  the  perceptive  powers 
of  Vegetables , (which  are  inferted  in  the  fecond 
volume  of  thefe  44  Memoirs,”)  have  attracted  fome 
attention,  as  a philofophical  attempt  to  illuhrate  an 
ingenious  but  fanciful  hypothecs.  The  proofs  which 
the  author  has  adduced  in  fupport  of  his  arguments, 
are  not  only  various  and  {hiking,  but  as  far  as  ana- 
logy can  avail,  their  authority  is  decifive.  44  In  all 
44  enquiries  into  truth , whether  natural  or  moral,” 
fays  Dr.  Percival,  44  it  is  necehary  to  take  into  pre- 
44  v-ous  confideration  the  kind  of  evidence  which  the 
44  fubjeh  admits,  and  the  degree  of  it  which  is-fufli- 
44  cient  to  afford  fatisfa£tion  to  the  mind.  Demon- 
44  flrative  evidence  is  abfolute  and  without  gradation; 
44  but  probable  evidence  afeends  by  regular  heps, 
44  from  the  lowTeh  prefumption  to  the  higheft  moral 
44  certainty.  A fmgle  prefumption  is  indeed  of  little 
44  weight;  but  a feries  of  fuch  imperfect  proofs  may 
44  produce  the  fulleft  convi&ion.  The  ftrength  of 
44  belief,  however,  may  often  be  greater  than  is  pro- 
44  portionate  to  the  force  and  number  of  thefe  proofs, 
44  either  individually  or  colle&ively  confidered.  For 
44  as  unneertainty  is  always  painful  to  the  under- 
44  handing,  very  flight  evidence,  if  the  fubjett  admit 
44  of  no  other,  fometimes  amounts  to  credibility.  This 
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“ every  philofopher  experiences  in  his  refearches 
<e  into  nature ; and  the  obfervation  may  ferve  as 
cs  an  apology  for  the  following  jeu  d’  efprit ; in 
tc  which  I (hall  attempt  to  fhew,  by  feveral  analogies 
“ of  organization,  life,  inftinft,  fpontaniety,  and  felf- 
46  motion,  that  plants,  like  animals,  are  endowed 
44  with  powers  of  perception  and  enjoyment.”  Of 

the  facts  and  analogies  which  are  arranged  under 

» 

thefe feveral  heads,  the  mod  confpicuous,  it  muft  be 
confefled,  are  felefted  from  thofe  extraordinary  pro_ 
ductions  of  nature,  which  bear  a trifling  proportion 
to  the  general  mafs  of  vegetable  creation.  But  as  a 
regular  gradation  is  obfervable  from  the  higheft  to 
the  lowed  degrees  of  animal  life,  it  is  by  no  means 
nnphilofophical  to  fuppofe,  that  a like  feries  may 
obtain  in  the  inferior  world.  The  author,  however, 
obferves  in  the  concluding  part  of  the  fame  difqui- 
iition ; 46  Truth  obliges  me  to  acknowledge,  that.  I 

44  review  my  fpeculations  with  much  diffidence; 
44  and  that  I dare  not  prefume  to  expeft  they  will 
44  produce  any  permanent  convi&ion  in  others,  when 
4C  I experience  an  inflability  of  opinion  in  myfelf : 
44  for  to  ufe  the  language  of  fully,  Nefcio  quomodo 
4C  dum  lego  afentior ; cum  [of id  lib  rum  ajfcniio  omnis 


44  ilia  clabitur 
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Another  paper  which  Dr.  Percival  contributed  to 
thefe  Volumes,  relates  to  the  Purfuits  of  Experimental 
Philofophy ; which  the  writer  recommends  with  peculiar 
felicity  to  thofe  who  have  leifure  and  abilities  for  feien- 
tific  lefearch.  He  at  the  fame  time  expatiates  oil 
the  value  of  that  knowledge  which  is  derived  from  a 
careful  obfervation  of  the  phenomena  of  nature;  and 
in  the  fearch  for  general  principles , inculcates  the  fa- 
lutary  maxim  of  confining  our  (peculations  within  the 
precife  boundary  of  legitimate  indu&ion.  Homo , nature 
minifter  et  interpres , t ant  urn  facit  et  intelligit , quantum 
de  natura  or  dine , re  vel  mente , ohfervaverit ; nee  am- 
plius  feit  aut  potejl  * In  moral  as  in  phyfical  fcience 
he  faw  clearly  the  fundamental  error  of  thofe  fyftems 
which  preferibe  the  ftudy  of  uni-verfal  truths , or  re" 
commend  prematurely  the  procefs  of  generalization. 
Bcfides  their  direft  tendency  to  retard  the  progrefs  of 
fcience,  by  inverting  the  order  of  inquiry,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  they  contribute  to  cherifli  a fpirit  of 
philofophical  fcepticifm,  by  leading  the  mind  to  con- 
found fenfible  with  fpeculative  truth,  and  to  reft  its 
belief  on  a mixed  foundation  of  fa<ft  and  hypothefis, 
whofe  union  is  altogether  imaginary.  Notwithftand- 
ing  his  admiration,  therefore,  of  the  genius  of  the 


* Bacon j 
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celebrated  logicians  of  antiquity,  he  diffented  entirely 
from  the  methods  of  reafomng  which  they  invented; 
nor  did  the  writings  of  their  modern  apolog'fts, 
(amongft  whom  Mr.  James  Harris,  the  molt  learned 
and  fuccefsful,  was  in  other  refpe&s  one  of  his  chiefly- 
admired  authors,*)  infpire  him  with  any  higher  ap- 
probation than  muff  be  claimed  by  their  fpeculative 
ingenuity;  while  he  embraced  without  referve  the 
founder  tenets  and  more  fagacious  philofophy  of 
Lord  Bacon. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  in  the  early 
period  of  his  life,  Dr.  Percival  devoted  much  time 
and  attention  to  the  purfu.ts  of  experimental  philofo- 
phy. Thefe  refearches  were  for  the  moff  part  pro- 
fecuied  in  conjun&ion  with  his  friend  Dr.  Prieftiey, 
who  was  at  that  time  extending  the  boundaries  of 
fcience  by  his  fplendid  and  mifcellaneous  difeoveries. 
Perhaps  at  no  period  was  the  ardour  for  experimental 
purfuits  more  flrqngly  excited  or  more  widely  dif- 

* Dr.  PercivaPs  admiration  of  this  accomplifhed  fcholar  and 
writer,  isexpreffed  in  the  Effay  above  alluded  to,  and  in  fcveral  other 
parts  of  his  works.  lie  eftcemed  the  “ Dialogue  concerning  Hap- 
“ pinefs”  the  moil  acute  and  elegant  fpecimen  of  philofophical 
difquilkion,  after  that  manner,  with  which  he  was  acquainted.  The 
writings  of  Lord  Monboddo  (to  whom  he  was  perfonally  well 
known)  produced  in  him  no  greater  difpoktion  to  embrace  the 
Ariflotelian  philofophy,  than'thofe  of  Mr.  Ilarr.s. 
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fufed ; whilft  the  career  of  fuccefs  which  attended  the 
inveftigations  of  a few  philofophers,  feemed  to  open 
at  once  immeafurable  fields  of  cutiofity  and  wonder. 
Some  of  the  refults  of  Dr.  Percival’s  inquiries  have 
already  been  noticed;  and  the  greater  part  of  them 
are  on  record  in  thofe  volumes  of  6C  Dffays,”  which 
he  fucceffively  prefented  to  the  world. 

The  acfive  and  leading  intereft  which  the  Subjeft  of 
thefe  Memoirs  was  accu homed  to  take  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Manchcjicr  Academy , may  render  it  proper,  at 
this  period  of  the  narrative,  to  offer  a very  brief 
account  of  its  origin  and  conftitution.  In  the  year 
1785,  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter  formed  the  defign  of  inflituting  a feminary 
for  the  education  of  Proteffcant  Diffenting  Minis- 
ters, fimilar  to  that  which  was  on  the  eve  of  being 
diffolved  at  Warrington.  The  local  exertions  of  a 
few  individuals  were  feconded  by  the  liberal  aid  of  a 
great  body  of  opulent  diffenters  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Their  numbers  alone  might  render  fuch 
an  eftablihiment  a meafure  of  popular  filtered;  and 
their  experience  of  the  benefit  and  the  credit  of  fimilar 
foundations,  for  the  inflru&ion  of  their  clergy,  might 

be  expected  to  fecure  a continuance  of  that  fupport. 

\ - 

It  was  conceived  that  the  town  of  Manchefter  was  in 


t 
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feveral  refpe&s  well  calculated  for  a fchool  of  learn- 
ing ; as  it  was  furnifhed  with  a large  and  cultivated 
fociety,  polfeffed  of  one  of  the  mod  valuable  Public 
Libraries*  in  this  kingdom;  and  efpecially  as  it  con- 
tained two  learned  edablifhments  of  fome  fame,  the 
College  of  Arts,  and  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society.  Under  thefe  aufpices,  the  defign  was  pro- 
moted with  confiderable  ardour;  and  general  meetings 
of  the  inhabitants  were  held,  (at  which  Dr.  Percival 
commonly  prefided,)  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  into 
execution  a fcheme  fo  apparently  advantageous.  In 
a fliort  period  of  time,  the  plan  of  the  Foundation  was 

completed;  whilft  the  fubfcriptions  required  for  the 

/ 

erc&ion  of  a public  building,  and  the  formation  of 
liberal  though  temporary  funds,  were  without  diffi- 
ficulty  obtained. 

Early  in  the  year  1786,  the  committee  chofen  to 
fuperintend  the  conduct  of  the  Academy  publiilied  a 
profpeflus,  explanatory  of  the  nature  and  the  obje&s 
of  this  new  feminary;  announcing,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Barnes,  D.D. 
and  the  Rev.  Ralph  Harrifon,  to  the  Profefforlhips  of 
Divinity andClaflical  Literature.  The  internal  govern- 

* An  ancient  and  extenfive  Foundation,  by  Humphry  Chee- 
fham,  efq. 
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ment  oF  the  inftitution  was  vetted  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  tutors;  but  the  committee,  or  the  body  of 
truftees  at  large,  retained  for  themfelves  the  power  of 
fufpending  or  removing  them  in  cafe  of  the  negleft 
or  violation  of  their  duty.  Every  appeal  alio  from  the 
inferior  members  of  the  Academy  was  referred  to 
thofe  aflemblies;  fo  that  the  laws  which  difpenfed 
immediate  authority  to  the  tutors,  rendered  their  con- 
duct at  all  times  amenable  to  the  prefiding  body. 

The  primary  object  of  the  Foundation  was  avowedly 
to  provide  the  means  of  a liberal  and  fyftematic  edu- 
cation for  the  Clergy  of  Protettant  Diflent.  To  the 
Jiudents  of  divinity , a term  of  refidence  for  the  fpacc 
of  five  years  was  preferibed  ; a regular  feries  of  lec- 
tures and  ttudy  was  directed  to  be  purfued;  and  in 
the  end,  although  the  Academy  poflefled  no  patron- 
age, and  fupported  no  inactive  members,  yet  the 
recommendation  of  the  tutors  might  have  confiderable 
influence,  in  procuring  eligible  fituations  for  fuch  as 
accomplifhed  with  credit  the  excrcifes  of  their  pro- 
bation. The  expence  of  their  inftru&ion  was  in  the 
mean  time  defrayed  by  the  funds  of  the  inttitution  ; 
and  fome  additional  fupport  was  granted  them,  by 
annual  ftipends  from  the  famefource.  But  the  num- 
ber of  this  clafs  of  ttudents  formed  a fmall  part  of 
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the  whole;  and  the  fecondary  objeft  of  the  Foundation 
promifed  to  be  amply  fulfilled,  by  the  advantages  it 
offered  for  the  profecution  of  ufeful  and  manly  ffcudies 
preparatory  to  commercial  life.  I he  importance  of 
this  objeft,  more  particularly  in  a wealdiy  and  trading 
diffrift,  was  indifputable;  and  as  the  privilege  of 
admiffion  v/as  granted  to  all,  (even  to  thofe  wdio 
might  derive  emolument  from  the  inffitution,)  without 
any  teft  or  fubfcription,  its  benefits  weie  expeffed  to 
be  univerfally  diffufed.  In  comparifon  with  the 
En^liih  univerfities,  an  eflablifiiment  like  the  prefetit 

a 

propofed  the  obvious  advantages  cf  requiring  lefs  ex- 
pence on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  affording  them 
fewer  opportunities  of  incurring  habits  unfavourable 
to  their  morals  or  improvement.  For  thefe  benefits, 
indeed,  the  earlier  age  and  inferior  numbers  of  thofe 
who  might  refort  thither  for  education,  afforded  a 
fufficient  fecurity ; but  the  fanguine  admirers  of  the 
Inllitution  trufied  to  its  intrinfic  merits,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  a more  liberal  ardour  for  knowledge, 
and  a more  unfettered  fpirit  of  refearch,  than  was 
conceived  to  prevail  in  our  ancient  and  venerable 
fchools  of  learning. 

During  fome  years  the  Mancheffer  Academy  flou- 
riflied  with  confiderable  reputation.  Its  great  pur- 
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pofes  were  fulfilled  by  the  regular  admittance, 
inftru&ion,  and  fupport,  of  candidates  for  the  Minis- 
terial office;  while  its  utility  as  a place  of  general 
improvement  for  the  fons  of  commercial  men,  was 
evinced  by  the  numbers  both  of  Churchmen  and 

Diffenters  who  were  there  educated. Without 

venturing  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  temporary 
fucceis  or  gradual  decline  of  this  Seminary,  it  may 
be  obferved,  (in  order  to  prevent  the  neceffity  oi 
again  recurring  to  its  hi  (lory,)  that  its  fate  eventu- 
ally refembled  that  of  the  Warrington  Academy. 
Alike  defigned  by  prudent  and  able  patrons,  and 
fupported  by  the  active  fervices  of  many  diftin- 
guifhed  individuals,  a longer  term  of  duration  might, 
perhaps,  with  reafon,  have  been  expected;  but 
the  vigour  of  both  feemed  to  languifh  with  the 
decay  of  that  fpirit  from  which  they  derived  their 
origin;  and  an  indifferent  obferver  of  their  fall 
might  thence  have  embraced  the  opinion,  that  fuch 
efiablifhments  cannot  be  fecured  on  a permanent 
foundation,  without  the  aid  of  Royal  bounty,  or 
Parliamentary  provifion.* 

* I am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Barnes,  (who,  during  a period 
of  twelve  years,  difcharged  the  duties  of  Profeffor  of  Divinity,  with 
diilinguifhed  ability,)  for  the  following  brief  ftatement  refpedting  the 
revenues,  and  the  ftudents,  of  the  Academy.  The  number  of  the 
VOL.  II,  " f 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1787,  Dr.  Percival  was 
elecled  member  of  “ the  American  Philofoph’cal 
“ Society  of  Philadelphia,”  in  confequence  of  the 
recommendation  of  his  friend  Dr.  Franklin,  the. 
illuftrious  Prefident  of  that  body.  About  the  fame 

Litter  who  were  admitted  from  the  autumn  of  17 86,  to  that  of  1798* 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-feven , of  whom  twenty  were 
entered  ifudents  for  the  Miniitry.  The  annual  revenues  of  the 
Academy,  from  the  period  of  1786  to  the  late  year,  (1806,)  reached 
an  average  between  220I.  and  250I..  They  have  never  amounted  to 
3col.  but  have  fometimes  fallen  below  20c!.  per  annum. 

The  Mancheiter  Academy  was  finally  clofed  in  the  year  1802; 
when  the  refidue  of  its  funds,  together  with  the  very  valuable  library 
belonging  to  the  Inffitution,  were  transferred  to  York,  under  the 
care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wellbeloved.  The  feheme  which  Dr.  Percival 
propofed  for  the  appropriation  of  thefe  poffefiions,  was  to  annex 
them  to  home  one  of  the  Scottifh  Univerfities ; and  for  this  purpofe 
he  deemed  Glafgow  the  molt  fuitably  adapted.  The  free  accefs 
which  is  there  afforded  to  perfons  of  all  denominations,  would  doubt  - 
lefs  be  open  to  ftudents  of  Arian  or  any  other  Diffenting  perfuafion; 
the  lfeady  difeipline  and  regular  manners  adopted  in  the  Colleges 
would  be  favourable  to  their  moral  character ; a wide  fphere  of 
emulation  would  be  prefented  to  them ; whilft  the  peculiar  habits 
both  of  opinion  and  condu<ff,  which  are  fometimes  cherifhed  among 
fmall  diflindt  bodies,  would  be  loft  in  the  various  intercourfc  of  a 
large  Univerlity.  As  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  expected  that  a new  Aca- 
demical Inffitution,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Warrington,  Hackney,  or 
Manchefter,  will  for  fome  time  be  again  attempted;  may  it  not,  even 
now,  be  a queftion  of  policy,  whether  the  Diffenters  might  not  thus 
advantageoufly  gi  aft  their  individual  interefl  on  the  importance  of 
fome  large  Public  Body;  and  prefer  the  folid  benefits  of  greater  fe- 
curity,  and  more  liberal  emulation,  to  the  flattering  eircumftance  of 
311  appropriate  eftablifirment  ? 
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period,  he  became  alfo  a member  of  the  c<  Royal 
16  Society  of  Edinburgh/*  and  the  <c  Medical  Society 
<e  in  London/* 


It  has  happened,  (I  believe,  accidentally,)  that 
the  Correfpondence  which  Dr.  Percival  maintained 
with  his  various  literary  friends,  has  been  preferved 
more  entire,  during  fome  years  about  the  time  at  prefent 
under  review,  than  at  any  other  period  of  his  life. 
In  his  own  letters  may  be  found  a faithful  image  of 
the  mind  from  whence  they  proceeded ; a reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  lively  and  unaffected  zeal  with  which  he 
employed  his  fervices  for  the  public  good;  and  fome 
teflimonies  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened  principles 
which  governed  his  conduct. 

No  apology,  I trull,  will  be  required  for  inter- 
rupting the  form  of  the  prefent  narrative,  by  intro- 
ducing a felection  from  thefe  Letters.  It  may  be 
deemed  fortunate,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  fupply 
the  hiflory  of  a period  of  which  a diftinct  and  conti* 
nued  account  could  not  ealily  have  been  given ; 
whilll  they  difclofe  the  fentiments  and  conduct  of  the 
writer  on  various  occalions  of  more  than  temporary 
intereh.  On  fome  of  the  topics  which  form  the 
Objects  of  thefe  letters,  it  may  be  proper  to  offer  a 

f 3 
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few  remarks,  in  order  to  apprize  the  reader  of  the 
circumftances  which  gave  rife  to  their  difcuflion. 

The  exertions  which  have  often,  though  ineffectu- 
ally, been  made  to  refcue  the  natives  of  Africa  from 
Britifh  fervitude  and  oppreffion,  are  well  known;  nor 
can  it  be  forgotten,  that  the  zeal  which  on  different 
occafions  has  been  roufed  in  their  behalf,  kindled  for 
the  time  a flame  which  fpread  through  every  rank  of 
fociety.  To  a mind  habitually  difpofed  to  cherifli 
the  ftriftcft  notions  with  regard  to  the  rule  of  juftice 
and  humanity,  it  may  readily  be  conceived,  that 
the  negro  trade  of  Africa,  and  flavery  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  would  appear  in  a high  degree  iniquitous. 
The  impolicy  of  the  traffic  was  indeed  matter  of 
ferious  and  difpaftionate  enquiry;  in  which  Dr. 
Percival  engaged  with  more  than  common  aftiduity, 
as  fome  of  the  following  letters  will  manifeft.  But 
what  peculiarly  directed  his  intereft  to  this  enquiry, 
was  a circumftance  which  reflects  honour  on  the 
town  where  he  reflded;  the  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter  having  afforded  the  firft  example  of  prefenting 
a Petition  to  Parliament  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave- 
"Trade.  Among  the  earl  eft  movers  and  moft  zealous 
fupporHrs  of  this  meafure,  (by  which  the  fentiments 
of  a large  and  refpeftable  part  of  the  community  were 
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made  known  to  the  legiflature,)  was  the  Subject  of 
thefe  memoirs.  No  fooner,  however,  \vas  a general 
Addrefs  propofed,  than  it  was  widely  and  eagerly  ac* 
ceded  to;  neighbouring  towns  imitated  the  example; 
and  a fpirit  of  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  equity  and 
freedom  difplayed  itfelf  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Great,  therefore,  and  even  unexpected,  was  the  difap- 
pointment  dififufed  on  the  failure  of  thefe  patriotic 
exertions.  The  confidence  of  the  petitioners,  it  might 
be  added,  has  never  fince  been  effectually  revived  ; 
nor  has  the  fame  meafure  been  again  reforted  to  with 
equal  alacrity,  or  fimilar  anticipations  of  fuccefs. 

About  the  period  when  addrefifes  were  prefented 
toParliament  for  the  abolition  of  th z Slave-Trade > the 
Proteftant  Difienters  renewed  their  application  for 
relief  from  the  Corporation  and  Tejl  Atls . In  the 
object  of  both  thefe  applications  there  were  undoubt- 
edly fome  circumftances  of  congeniality;  and  the 
zeal  which  was  manifefled  in  each  might  poffibly 
borrow  fomething  from  its  kindred  to  the  other. 
The  latter,  indeed,  mult  be  confidered  as  the  effort 
of  a fmall  part  of  the  community  contending  for  civil 
and  religious  privileges  on  equal  terms  with  the  reft; 
the  former,  as  the  unfought  exertion  of  a promifcuous 
public  in  behalf  of  the  natural  rights  of  juftice  and 
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humanity.  But  they  had  a common  origin  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  times;  and  although  danger  to  religious 
eltablifhments  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  commercial 
profperity  on  the  other,  were  the  avowed  apprehen- 
Jions  which  occasioned  their  failure;  yet  there  ap- 
peared reafon  to  believe  that  the  fear  of  innovation, 
at  a time  of  confiderable  peril  to  the  governing 

powers  of  Europe,  was  a more  efficient  and  fatisfac- 

% 

tory  caufe.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  thefe  exertions  for  re- 
formation was,  neverthelefs,  a fubject  of  more  than 

partial  or  temporary  regret. In  aid  of  the  repeal 

of  the  Corporation  and  Tell  A&s,  the  inhabitants  of 
Manchefter,  in  conjunction  with  the  citizens  of  the 
mofl:  confiderable  towns  in  the  kingdom,  prefented 
a petition  to  parliament,  urging  in  moderate  but 

I 

deciiive  terms  the  expediency  of  fuch  a meafure. 
In  this  petition  Dr.  Percival  cordially  joined;  and 
when,  on  the  failure  of  the  find  efforts  with  the 
legiflature,  it  was  deemed  advifeable  to  offer  ano* 
ther  addrefs  of  the  like  nature,  at  a fubfequen6 
period,  his  exertions  were  not  wanting  to  render 
it  popular  within  the  circle  to  which  his  influence 
extended.  When  this  effort  alfo  proved  fruitlefs, 
more  violent  meafures  were  meditated  in  fome 
parts.  But  the  zeal  which  prompted  fuch  defigns 
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was  neither  felt  nor  approved  by  the  Sabjeft  of 
this  narrative.  In  conformity  with  the  refl  of  the 
refpeflable  body  to  which  he  was  attached,  and  with 
many  of  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  Eftablifhment,  he 
deemed  the  Teh-Acls  ufelefs  and  impolitic  as  rellric- 
tions,  and  highly  invidious,  as  a mark  of  feparation 
among  declared  proteflants.  Conceiving  them  to  be 
at  the  fame  time  inconfiftent  with  the  free  fpirit  of 
our  Conftitution,  and  grievous  to  thofe  again (1  whom 
they  are  dire&ed,  he  was  anxious  to  promote  the 
firh  judicious  efforts  that  were  made  for  their  remo- 
val. But  when  the  legiflature  firmly  refilled,  he 
thought  it  the  wifer  part  to  paufe  in  filent  acquies- 
cence; with  the  hope,  perhaps,  that  in  a more 
enlightened  or  tranquil  period,  the  claims  which  were 
denied  as  a requifition,  might  be  granted  as  a boon . 

Befides  the  topics  above  hated,  which  come  under 
difcuffion  in  the  following  Correfpondence,  there  are 
others  not  inferior  in  importance,  which  do  not, 
however,  require  to  be  anticipated  or  explained. 
Two  circumhances  only  occur  to  be  noticed  ; the 
publication  of  a volume  of  Moral  and  Literary  Dis~ 
sertations , in  the  year  1788;  and  of  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Principles  and  Limits  of  Taxation,  as  a Branch 
of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy , which  was  infer  ted 
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in  tlie  third  volume  of  the  “ Memoirs”  of  the  Lite- 
rary Society  of  Manchefter.  The  former  of  tliefe 
works,  from  the  various  differtations  which  it  con- 
tains, is,  perhaps,  better  adapted  to  general  perufal, 
than  any  of  Dr.  Percival’s  writings.  In  beauty  of 
compofition,  and  felicity  of  illuftration,  it  has  been 
efteemed  among  the  happieft  productions  of  his 
pen  ; while  it  affords  a proof  that  his  tafte  for  polite 
literature  was  not  unprofitably  exercifed  in  the  hours 
of  his  ffudious  leifure.*  The  Effay  on  Taxation , as 
the  title  announces,  is  an  ablbracf  difquifition,  in 
which  the  right  of  impofing  taxes  and  the  obligation 
of  contributing  to  them  are  confidered  in  their  pri- 
mary relation  to  individuals,  and  the  public  ffate. 
The  principles  adopted,  and  the  conclufions  derived 
from  them,  are  arranged  in  a fnnple  and  luminous 
order,  without  deviation  into  collateral  enquiries; 

and  the  brevity  of  the  difquifition,  is  recompenfed 
« 

* This  volume,  which  the  author  inferibed  to  his  kighly-cfleemed 
friend,  the  Bifhop  of  Llandaff,  confifls,  for  the  moil  part,  of  the 
pieces  which  have  already  been  noticed,  as  communications  to  the 
Manchefler  Society.  The  additional  DifTertations  are,  “ On  the 
“ Influence  of  Habit  and  Aflbciation ; On  Inconflflency  of  Expecla- 
“ tion  in  Literary  Purfuits  ; On  a Tafle for  the  Beauties  of  Nature; 

On  a Tafle  for  the  Fine  Arts  ; On  the  Alliance  of  Hiflory  with 
t«  Poetry.'* 
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by  Notes  and  Illujlrations . The  author’s  admiration 
of  the  Britifh  form  of  government  is  inevitably  dis- 
played on  various  occafions.  But  as  the  work  is 
written  with  freedom  and  fpirit,  it  may  afford  an 
illuftration  of  the  author’s  general  principles;  and 
being  approved  by  individuals  of  different  parties, 
may  teftify  his  fingular  moderation,  at  a period  when 
the  factious  efforts  to  undermine  the  authority  of 
legitimate  government,  had  raifed  a clamour  againff 
abflratt  political  treatifes  of  every  kind.  Alluding 
to  this  traft,  in  his  private  correfpondence,  the 
author  declares,  cc  being  perfectly  fatisfied  with  our 
“ prefent  government,  and  grateful  for  the  bleffings 
s<  enjoyed  under  it,  I fliould  be  unwilling  to  offer  any 
ec  obfervations  to  the  public,  which  might  even  by 
“ malice  be  conflrued  to  favour  faftion  or  difcon- 
ci  tent ; but  a^  the  fame  time  i am  perfuaded,  that 
“ nothing  tends  more  powerfully  to  eftablifh  juft 
“ authority,  than  the  calm  inv,.  (ligation  of  the  prill. 
“ ciples  on  which  it  is  founded.” 
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\ 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Lett  sqm. 

» 

<c  M anch e Her , 'June  13,  1783. 

IT  Received  the  obliging  prefent  of  your  publica- 
JL  tion*  a few  days  ago,  and  have  dire&ed  my 
firft  leifure  moments  to  the  perufal  of  your  very 
animating  and  interefling  account  of  Dr.  Fothergilh 
The  portrait  you  have  drawn  exhibits  a mod  pleading, 
yet  exaft,  likenefs  of  our  venerable  and  amiable 
friend  ; and  I widi  the  contemplation  of  it  may  lead 
many  to  emulate  the  excellent  original.  But  having 
undertaken  the  odice  of  biographer,  not  that  of  the 

* “ The  Works  of  John  Fothergill,  M.  D.  by  John  Coakley 
“ Lettfom  to  which  is'  prefixed,  a Biographical  Narrative. 
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encomiaft,  you  have  touched  with  delicate  cenfure 
home  of  the  failings  to  which  this  great  man  was 
incident,  and  from  which,  indeed,  it  is  not  the  lot  of 
humanity  to  be  exempt.  In  the  147th  page,  you 
particularly  mention  c his  promptitude  in  adopting 
* opinions,  and  tenacious  retention  of  them.*  I know 
that  Ur.  Fothergill  has  been  condemned  by  his  bre- 
thren of  the  faculty  on  this  account,  but  I think  with- 
out fufficient  candour  or  indulgence.  There  was  no 
profcffional  or  intellectual  talent  on  which  he  valued 
himfelf  fo  highly,  as  his  fkill  in  the  difcrimination  of 
difeafes.  This  fkill  he  certainly  pofTefled  in  a very 
eminent  degree,  and  as  it  is  the  refill t of  extenfive 
experience,  and  accurate  obfervation,  aided  by  a quick 
apprehenfion  and  enlarged  undemanding,  it  gradu- 
ally becomes  an  almoft  inflantaneous  or  intuitive 
operation  of  the  judgment,  which  claims  implicit 
affent  to  all  its  decifions.  Such  being  the  conftitution 
of  the  human  mind,  wre  cannot  be  furprized  at  the 
promptnefs  of  Dr.  Fothergill  in  forming  his  opinions, 
or  that  he  repofed  a confidence  in  them  not  always 
proportioned  to  the  degree  of  their  probability.  We 
may  add  too,  that  the  multiplicity  and  rapid  fucceilion 
of  his  piactice  admitting  not  of  doubt  or  hefitation, 
^as  compelled  to  a<5t  upon  the  evidence  which  each 
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cafe  prefented  at  the  firft  view;  and  what  necefiity  en- 
forced, habit  rendered  familiar,  and  fuccefsfatisfadory. 

<c  The  letter  in  which  you  have  given  me  an 
extra#,  in  the  7 2d  page,  was  occafioned  by  a con- 
vention I had  with  the  Doctor  at  my  houfe  on  the 
fubje#  of  Friendjhip,  He  had  adopted  the  opinion 
of  Soame  Jenyns,  that  it  is  a fictitious  virtue,  neither 
authorifed  nor  encouraged  by  the  Chriftian  difpen- 
iation.  To  fuch  a doctrine,  however  ingenioufiv 
f.ipported  by  our  friend,  I could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  accede  ; and  I urged  to  him,  that  though  bene- 
volence is  the  great  law  of  the  Gofpel,  it  muff  have 
its  commencement  in  the  more  refined  and  partial 
charities.  The  man  who  has  not  felt  the  appropriated 
regard  of  a fon,  a brother,  a huband,  or  a friend , 
cannot  have  a heart  capable  of  being  expanded  with 
philanthropy.  Even  piety  itfelf  originates  in  the  filial 
relation  ; and  we  learn  to  transfer  to  the  Deity  that 
gratitude  and  veneration  with  which  the  tender  offices 
and  wifdom  of  our  parents  fird  infpired  us.  It  is  not 
the  obje#  of  Chridianity  to  overturn,  but  to  regulate 
the  ceconomy  of  the  human  mind;  and  if  benevolence 
mud  have  its  foundation  in  private  afFe#ion,the  divaie 
law  which  direCts  the  former,  neceflarily  inculcates 
the  latter.” 
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No.  II  * 

From  Mifs  II.  More  to  Dr.  Percival . 

e 

“ Briftol , Aug.  22,  1784. 
cc  I Defire  yoa  to  accept  of  my  bed  thanks  for 

« 

the  honour  and  pleafure  you  have  done  me,  in  think- 
ing me  worthy  to  receive  from  your  hands  your  molt 
excellent  Socratic  Dlfcourfe.  I do  not  know  whether 
I am  mod  pleafed  with  the  defign,  or  the  execution 
of  it.  For  by  making  your  well-chofen  little  dories 


* The  letters  of  Dr.  Percival,  which  gave  occafion  to  this  and 
the  following  communications,  have  not  been  preferved ; the  abov& 
communications,  however,  are  inferted  in  this  place,  as  they  contain 
criticifms  on  feveral  of  Dr.  Percival’s  compofitions,  which  are  valu- 
able, as  they  proceed  from  perfons  of  diftinguifhed  talents  and  tafte. 

The  Editor  takes  this  opportunity  to  obferve,  that  he  has  on 
feveral  occalions  introduced  into  the  p relent  collection  the  commu- 
nications of  Dr.  Percival’s  literary  corrclpondents,  even  when  not 
accompanied  by  the  replies  to  which  they  probably  gave  rife;  but 
lie  has  been  careful  to  infert  thofe  only  which  contribute  to  reflect 
light  on  the  fentiments,  the  conduct,  or  the  writings,  of  the  Subject 
of  his  narrative;  agreeably  to  the  acknowledged  maxim,  that  the 
character  of  an  individual  is  moft  perfectly  illuftrated  by  a view 
of  the  eftimation  which  he  has  borne  among  his  cotemporaries. 

The  Editor  begs  leave  at  the  fame  time  to  exprefs  his  fenfe  of 
the  obliging  indulgence  of  thofe  individuals  who  have  enabled  him 
to  enrich  thefe  pages  with  their  literary  epilfles. 
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all  fubfervient  to  your  general  plan,  and  each  contri- 
buting to  illuftrate  fome  important  truth ; they  all 
appear  in  a finking  light,  and  afford  new  pleafure 
from  being  confidered  in  new  points  of  view.  Your 
concluding  Effay,  on  a Tajle  for  the  Beauties  of  Na- 
ture, proves  fufficiently  that  the  author  obferves  the 
Horatian  maxim  of  poffcffmg  what  he  recommends 
to  others.  It  is,  indeed,  written  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  good  tafte  ; and  perhaps  I do  not  like  it  the 
worfe,  becaufe  I fancy  I cifcover  a coincidence  with 
my  own  private  fentiments,  particularly  in  the  rela- 
tion between  moral  and  natural  beauty.  For  I am 

\ 

flrongly  inclined  to  think,  that  there  is  a natural 
love  of  virtue  in  every  mind  which  contains  the 
genuine  principles  of  good  tafte.  I hope,  Sir,  you 
will  confent  that  your  ufeful  labours  may  become 
more  generally  ufeful,  by  prefenting  the  public*  with 
a work  which  I have  no  doubt  will  meet  with  a 
reception  equal  to  its  merit ; — c eft  tout  dire.” 

'*  The  Traift  alluded  to  was  at  that  time  printed  only  for  the 
author’s  diftribution,  but  was  afterwards  publiJJjed 
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, 

From  Dr.  Aikin  to  the  feme, 

“ Warrington , 1784. 

cc  WHEN  I had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  lad  at 
Warrington,  the  difeourfe  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged made  me  entirely  forget  the  acknowledgments 
I ought  to-  have  paid  for  your  late  very  agreeable* 
and  elegant  prefent/*  There  is1  no  circumdance  in 
the  literary  hi  dory  of  the  prefent  age  more  pleading, 
than  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  by  writers- 
of  the  greated  abilities  and  reputation  to  the  in- 
dradion  of  young  minds,  by  works  formed  on  a 
much  better  plan  for  that  purpofe  than  the  genera* 
hty  of  thofe  before  extant.  Your  productions  and 
example  in  this  point  have  been  of  the  greatefl  utility. 

I hope  you  will  be  animated  by  a confcioufnefs  of 
the  good  you  are  doing,  to  proceed  in  the  fame  walk, 
and  complete  your  well-conceived  plans. 

“ 1 llave  formerly  taken  the  liberty  to  exprefs  to 
you  my  peculiar  fatisfa&ion  in  the  defign  of  teaching 

* Tales,  Fables,  and  Reflections. 
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virtue  by  examples,  and  appealing  to  the  feelings  of 
of  youth  as  much  as  to  their  reafon.  I am  alfo 
much  gratified  with  the  approbation  you  have  ma- 
ni felted,  of  my  attempt  to  unite  the  fludies  of 
Natural  Hiftory  and  Poetry,  by  your  elegant  and 
judicious  fupplementary  remarks  on  the  fame  fubjeft. 
I think  you  have  done  very  right  in  taking  Philofo- 
pliy  alfo  into  the  alliance ; in  Poetry,  as  in  every 
other  kind  of  compofition,  I believe  we  cannot  con- 
fidently dop  fliort  of  Boileau’s  maxim,  Rien  n'ejl 
beau  que  Is  vrai ; le  vrai  feul  eft  aimable . I hope 
foon  to  make  a fraall  return  for  your  kindnefs,  by 
a work  now  ready  for  the  prefs,  to  which  your  ex- 
ample has  a good  deal  contributed.  It  is  defigned 
•for  the  inftrtndion  and  amufement  of  youth  in  parti- 
cular, and  will  be  entitled  the  Calendar  of  Nature . 

if  J 

In  this  I go  through  each  month  in  order,  deferibing 

r * 

the  date  of  the  weather,  the  various  appearances  in 
nature,  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  the 
agricultural  and  other  oeconomical  employments  of 
the  feafon.  See.  A good  many  poetical  quotations 
are  interfperfed,  to  enliven  the  work,  and  infpire  a 
rade  for  poetry.  It  will  be  but  a fliort  piece,  and  I 
wifli  to  print  it  in  fuch  a fize  and  form  as  to  give  it  a 
fliarc  of  pretty  general  reception. 
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sc  I have  been  lately  reading  a mod  entertaining 

work,  Huet,  de  Rebus  ad  eum  per  tine  ntibus^  from 

✓ 

which  I cannot  forbear  copying  a line  or  two  of  the 
character  of  Salmadus ; as  I think  you  will  at  once 
be  druck  with  its  applicablenefs  to  a very  refpe&able 
acquaintance  of  ours.  c Si  quis  certe  animum  ejus 
atque  mores  et  fcripta  ajlimare  velit , arrogans  fuiffie 
videatur , contumax  fibique  prafidens  ; at  in  ufu  et 
confuetudine  vita  nihil  placidius , nihil  mitius ; comis9 
etiam  urbanus , et  officii  plows. 9 

££  Mr. has  much  furprized  me  by  a quotation 

he  has  lent  me  from  Warner  on  the  Eyes ; in  which 
he  afferts,  that  all  his  patients  in  the  jaundice  faw 
yellow.  I had  perfectly  agreed  with  you,  from  my 
own  experience  and  enquiries,  in  conddering  this  as 
a vulgar  error ; but  fuch  a modern  and  apparently 
refpe&able  witnefs  on  the  other  fide  flaggers  me  9 
and  yet  I dill  think  the  faft  improbable  in  itfelf,  and 
can  fcarcely  conceive  that  nature  would  be  fo  varia- 
- ble  in  fuch  a circumdance,  as  that  it  diould  happen  to 
i all  one  perfon’s  patients,  and  to  none  of  another’s. ” 

i 
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From  Doctor  Percival  to  T.  B.  Perceval , at 
St.  'John's  College , Cambridge . 

‘c  My  dear  Son,  Manchejler , Feb . io,  1785. 

cc  I Approve  very  much  of  the  Converfation  Society 
you  have  eftablifhed.  Such  inflitutions  promote  the 
fpirit  of  ftudy  by  the  emulation  which  they  excite  ; 
and  whilft  they  heighten  the  zefl  for  knowledge,  they 
give  accuracy  and  permanency  to  our  acquirements. 
But  I lament  that  you  devote  a part  of  Sunday  to 
purfuits  foreign  to  that  day.  Religion  and  Ethics, 
confidered  in  an  intellectual  view,  hold  the  firffe 
rank  in  dignity  among  the  fciences;  and  to  be  defec- 
tive in  a fyftematic  acquaintance  with  them  is  dis- 
graceful to  a fcholar  and  a gentleman.  But  regarding 
them  as  the  rule  of  life,  and  the  foundation  of  all  our 
future  hopes,  they  have  a pre-eminence  beyond  com- 
parifon  over  every  other  fpecies  of  learning.  With 
fuch  fentiments,  it  has  been  my  general  practice,  from 
early  youth  to  the  prefent  period,  to  fet  apart  Sundays 
to  the  mod;  important  of  all  ftudies;  and  I have 
experienced  very  beneficial  effeCts  from  this  regula- 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D. 


XC1X 


tion.  It  has  greatly  diverfified  my  fludies,  has  often 
checked  the  failles  of  levity,  and  (lengthened  all  the 
good  impreffions  of  a virtuous  and  pious  education. 
You  know  I am  free  from  any  fuperflitious  veneration 
for  times  and  feafons  ; but  every  office  requires  fome 
dated  order  in  its  performance.  I do  not  mean  to 
recommend  the  difcuffion  of  moral  or  theological  topics 
at  your  meetings ; for  fuch  diffiertations  among  young 
men  are  feldom  fubfervient  to  any  good.  But  I 
wifh  to  fuggeft  to  you  the  propriety  of  affembling 
on  fome  other  day  of  the  week,  if  you  can  eafily 
prevail  with  your  friends  to  comply  with  fuch  a 
propofal.”  ***** 


r No.  V. 

From  the  fame  to  Doff  or  Ha  r garth  * 

cc  Mancbejier,  1 785. 

<c  YOUR  letter  has  been  delayed  in  the  pod- 
office,  or  I ffiould  have  written  to  you  fooner. 

1 faw  a letter  from  Mr.  Howard,  dated  November  2d, 
from  the  Lazaretto,  near  Venice.  He  complains, 
that  it  is  extremely  cold,  and  very  dirty  j but  fays. 
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lie  iliall  be  releafed  in  two  days.  lie  very  drongly 
laments  the  honours  that  are  preparing  for  him  in 
liis  native  country ; and  I doubt  not,  with  the  ut- 
mod  fincerity.  But  his  concern  appears  to  me  to 
be  founded  on  falfe  principles  of  religious  humility, 
and  to  fpring  from  the  Calvinidic  doctrine  of  ori- 
ginal fm,  that  human  actions  have  too  much  of  the 
alloy  of  guilt  to  be  regarded  as  meritorious. — I 
have  omitted  to  add,  that  Mr.  Howard  fays,  4 what 

c would  be  moil  fui table  and  mod.  agreeable  to  me, 

% 

‘ would  be  a tomb  in  the  centre  of  one  of  your 
c prifons/  (die  letter  is  written  to  Mr.  Blackburn, 
the  celebrated  prifon  architect,)  4 with  a plain  (lone, 
c having  only  my  name  inferibed  upon  it.’ 

44  You  will  very  foon  have  a copy  of  the  4 Memoirs  * 
of  our  Literary  Society.*  The  work  is  fin  idled, 
but  the  printer  is  mod  dilatory  in  forting  the  fheets, 
&c.  I widi  you  would  fend  us  fome  communications; 
indeed,  I am  ahnod  angry  at  your  neglect  of  duty 
as  an  honorary  member  of  the  inditution.  Dr. 
Priediey  informs  me,  that  he  is  about  to  draw  up 
another  volume  of  his  Experiments . But  the  fub- 
\ 

* The  two  fir  ft  volumes  of  the  “ Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and 
“ Phihfophical  Society  of  Manchejler ” were  pubiifticd  in  the  pre- 
sent year. 
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fcription,  lie  fays,  for  the  expence  of  his  Labora- 
tory is  dropping.  Some  of  thofe  on  whom  he  mofl 
depended,  have  difcontinued  it,  without  aligning  any 

reafon,  or  giving  any  notice ; which  lafl  circumflance 

% 

lias  proved  rather  inconvenient  to  him.  Could  we 
not,  by  fmall  annual  contributions,  raife  a fund  for 
the  fupport  of  this  excellent  philofoplier’s  purfuits? 
Two  guineas  per  annum  from  twenty  perfons  would, 
I think,  fuffice.  Be  fo  good  as  to  confider  of  this 
propofal,  and  to  inform  me  what  number  you  think 
might  accede  to  it  in  Chefler.” 


No.  VI. 

From  the  Same  io  the  Same . 

iC  Manchejler , 1785. 

“ ASSURED  of  the  liberality  of  your  mind,  I 
intimated  to  you  the  plan  I had  in  contemplation, 
relative  to  Dr.  Prieflley.  That  plan  has  fince  been 
changed  for  a better;  and  laid  night  the  following 
refolutions  were  propofed  and  carried  in  the  Pkilo- 
fophical  Society  with  the  mofl  cordial  unanimity. 


Cll  CORRESPONDENCE 

<c  I.  The  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter,  taking  into  mature  confideration  the 
importance  of  thofe  experiments  and  refearches  in 
which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieflley  is  engaged,  to  the 
intereft  of  the  arts,  of  commerce,  and  of  fcience;  and 
defirous  to  offer  a tribute  of  refpefl  to  fo  did  in- 
guifhed  a member  of  their  inflitution,  unanimoufly 
refolve,  that  a fum  not  lefs  than  50I.  fhall  be  re- 
mitted to  him  by  their  authority,  and  in  their  name, 
for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  and  extending  his 
philofophical  purfuits. 

<c  2.  Refolved,  that  the  fubfcription  fo  liberally 
formed  by  feveral  members  of  this  Society  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  into  effedl  the  contribution 
above  propofed,  be  received  as  a part  of  the  fund 
of  the  Society  appropriated  to  the  ufe  which  has 
been  fpecified ; and  that  the  deficiency  of  it  be  fup- 
plied,  if  neceflary,  out  of  the  joint  flock  now  in  the 
treafurer’s  hands, 

“ But  no  deficiency  occurred,  the  fubfcription  was 
inflantly  completed  with  a degree  of  zeal  and  gene- 
rofity  which  reflects  great  honour  on  the  members 
of  our  Inflitution.” 
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No.  VII. 

i 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

cc  Manchejler , 17S5. 

C£  AGREEABLY  to  your  requeft,  I tranfmitted  * 
two  guineas,  with  the  Turn  voted  by  our  Society  to 
Dr.  Prieftley.  In  a letter  from  Dr.  Prieftley,  which 
difplays  an  excellent  heart,  he  informs  me  that  the 
deficiency  in  the  annual  fubfcription  for  the  fupport 
of  his  Laboratory  amounts  to  forty-jive  pounds. 
The  whole,  when  duly  paid,  amounted  to  fomething 
more  than  a hundred . He  has  had  two  propofals  of 
a penfion  from  the  king,  made  by  thofe  who,  if  he 
had  approved  of  it,  could  have  carried  it  into 
execution.  But  he  declined  them  both,  wifhing  to 
be  independent.  ‘ With  refpeft  to  myfelf,’  fays  he, 

I am  as  rich  as  1 wifh  to  be.  My  fons  will  have 
employments,  which  I prefer  to  eflates,  under  their 
uncies  ; fo  that  I really  think  my  lot  the  happieft 
in  the  world,  as  I can  devote  my  whole  time  to 
‘ ufeful  and  pleafing  purfuits  ; and  if  one  fail,  I can 

fiy  to  another.’  I have  forwarded  your  letter  of 
introduftion,  &C.M 
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No.  VIII. 

From  Mifs  H.  More  to  Dr.  Perceval, 

ct  BriJlol^Aug.  8,  1785. 

“ I Return  you  a thoufand  thanks  for  the  ingeni- 
ous little  work  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
fend  me  * As  my  ignorance  of  the  charming  fcience 
to  which  it  relates,  makes  my  good  opinon  of  it  of 
no  value,  I trufled  it  :nto  the  hands  of  my  excellent 
friends,  the  late  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  and 
Mrs.  Delany,  and  fome  other  perfons,  whofe  elegant 
tafle  and  exact  knowledge  of  natural  hiftory  made 
them  worthy  to  poflefs  it ; and  they  were  all  thankful 
for  the  pleafure  I had  given  them. 

“For  my  own  part,  Sir,  however  I may  be  pleafed 
with  the  ingenuity  of  the  performance,  my  paflion 
for  flowers  is  fo  great,  that  I dare  not  become  a 
profelyte  to  your  hypothefis;  for  what  would  become 
of  me,  if  every  time  I gathered  a bunch  of  pinks  or 
rofes,  I had  to  accufe  myfelf  of  making  whole 


* “ Speculations  concerning  the  Perceptive  Powers  of  Vegeta • 
<l  blesf  an  F.fiay,  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
of  Manchefter,  and  printed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  its  Memoirs . 
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families  of  widows  and  orphans  ? In  truth,  the  fancy 
is  fo  pretty  and  poetical,  that  if  I had  not  renounced 
fuch  idle  company  as  the  Mufes,  I fhould  be  tempted 
to  write  the  tragedy  of  Flora,  with  the  dramatis  per- 
fona  from  the  parterre,  and  the  Chorus  from  the 
fhrubbery.  There  is  really  fomething  fo  tender  and 
amiable  in  the  conjecture,  that  it  has  caught  hold  of 
my  imagination,  and  I am  fo  little  of  a philofopher 
that  a conjecture  amufes  me  almofl  as  much  as 
a ‘faCt. 

cc  I take  the  liberty  to  offer  to  your  acceptance  a 
book,  which  I hope  will  have  the  good  fortune  to 
amule  you,  from  the  fmgular  circumffances  of  the 
author.” 


No.  IX. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  the  Right  Rev. 
the  Bishop  of  Landaff. 

“ Manchejler , Aug.  29,  1785. 

ec  THE  kindnefs  to  me  and  to  my  fon,  evinced  by 
your  Lordtliip’s  obliging  attention  to  the  fubjeCt  on 
which  I confulted  you,  deferves  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments. I fhall  wait  for  the  further  information 
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■with  which  you  indulgently  promifed  to  favour  me, 
before  I decide  concerning  the  time  of  his  removal 
from  Cambridge.  Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
I have  been  honoured  with  the  prefent  of  your  Theo- 
logical Tracis;  for  which  I beg  leave  to  return  my 
fincere  thanks.  I fhall  ever  highly  prize  a work  of 
fuch  intrinfic  merit  ; and  by  considering  it  as  a 
memorial  of  your  friendly  regard,  its  value  will  be 
enhanced  in  my  eftimation.  I am  charmed  with  the 
candour,  the  liberality,  and  the  Spirit  of  catholicifm, 
which  your  Lordfhip  has  avowed  with  fuch  energy 
and  freedom  in  your  preface.  The  true  Chriflian 
charity  of  a Bidiop  which  you  have  there  manifeded, 
will  promote  the  intereds  of  the  Church  of  England 
far  more  honourably  and^permanently  than  creeds, 
tells,  or  anathemas.  You  have  proved  yourfelf  the 
generous  minifter  of  peace  ; and  if  others  would  fol- 
low your  laudable  example,  by  offering  the  olive 
branch  indead  of  brand  idling  the  fword,  or  throwing 
down  the  gauntlet,  I hope  and  trull  an  end  might  be 
put  to  theological  contention  and  hodility.  A zeal 
for  truth  is  doubtlefs  of  importance  to  the  caufe  of 
religion  and  virtue ; but  it  diould  be  governed  by 
wifdom,  and  tempered  by  meeknefs.  Wifdom  will 
guard  us  again d the  delulions  of  the  imagination. 
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and  teach  us  to  appreciate  the  value  of  every  doc- 
trine by  its  proportional  influence  on  our  affe&ions 
and  our  conduct;  and  meeknefs  will  reftrain  all 
acrimony,  arrogance,  and  ufurpation  over  the  con- 
fciences  of  others.  Vain  and  unjuflifiable  mull  appear 
the  controverlies  that  have  enflamed  the  world,  when 
metifured  by  fuch  ftandards. 

“ 1 Ihall  be  happy  to  hear  from  your  Lordfliip  at 
your  leilure;  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very 
fincere  refpect  and  efteem,  &c.” 


No.  X. 

i 

From  the  Rev . William  Robertson , D.  D. 
to  Dr.  Percival . 

“ Buxton , Nov.  6,  1785. 

c<  I Return  you  thanks  for  your  obliging  atten- 
tion, in  communicating  to  me  the  plan  of  your  new 
Academy*  at  Mancheftcr.  I had  fo  many  opportu- 
nities of  being  acquainted  with  the  abilities  of  the 

Academy  for  the  Education  of  Proteflant  Diifenting  Min  liters 
and  others;  iimilar  to  the  Initiation  at  Warrington,  which  had 
recently  been  diifolved.  The  liberality  of  fentiment  difplayed  by 
Di.  Robeitfon  in  the  above  letter,  and  in  a former  one,  (ice  note 
page  xxxix,)  are  fo  honourable  to  his  memory,  that  this  circuit*- 
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mailers,  and  the  proficiency  of  the  fludents,  in  the 
Academy  at  Warrington,  that  I could  not  but  think 
favourably  of  the  Inflitution,  and  regret  the  difioln- 
tion  of  it.  I hope  it  will  now  revive  with  the  fame 
liberal  fpirit  at  Manchefter,  and  under  another  name 
purfue  the  fame  ufeful  objefls.  I can  fee  no  inter- 
ference of  your  fcheme  with  the  new  plan  of  educa- 
tion, which  is  forming  in  the  South.  There  is  room 
for  both ; and  if  they  fiiall  be  eflablilhed  on  fuch 
principles  as  one  may  expedl  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
age,  I hope  they  may  become  feminaries  of  education, 
not  for  DilTenters  only,  but  for  perfons  of  every 
denomination.  If  you  final!  be  of  opinion,  that  an 
academical  degree  may  be  of  any  benefit  to  any  of 
the  Mailers  in  your  new  Inftitution,  I need  not  fay 
that  any  recommendation  coming  from  you,  or  my 

good  friend  Mr.  B will  be  received  by  me  with 

the  greatefi:  attention.  If  your  fon  be  with  you,  I 
beg  to  be  remembered  to  him.  I fiiall  be  much 
difappointed,  indeed,  if  from  that  young  man  you  do 

not  derive  both  much  comfort  and  much  honour.” 

* * * # # * * 

Itance  alone  might  render  them  deferring  of  publication.  Lat  they 
may  ferve  alfo  to  manifeft  the  zeal  of  Dr.  Percival,  in  exciting 
among  eminent  perfons  an  intcreft  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  new 
Academical  Eftablifhment. 
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No.  XI. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Hatgarth. 

“ Manchefter , 1786. 

cc  I Mott  cordially  rejoice  that  your  very  benevolent 
and  judicious  c Inquiry  * how  to  prevent  the  Small- 
pox, has  already  excited,  and  is  likely  (till  more  exten- 
fively  to  excite,  the  attention  and  approbation  of  the 
public;  and  I admire  the  fteadinefs  and  zeal  with  which 
you  have  profecuted  this  plan.  My  testimonial  in  its 
favour  can  weigh  only  like  a feather  in  the  balance* 
But  I Shall  feel  a pride  and  a pleafure  in  contributing 
in  any  degree  towards  the  accomplishment  of  your  lau- 
dable views;  and  I Shall  recon fider  your  queries  with 
attention.  Towards  the  end  of  next  month  I Shall 
be  happy  in  an  opportunity  of  conferring  with  you  at 
Warrington  on  thefe  and  other  interesting  topics;  and 
I have  a project  to  lay  before  you  for  inducing  the 
Emprefs  of  RuiTia  to  adopt  the  Scheme  of  extermi- 
nating the  fmall-pox  in  her  dominions.  This  great 
woman,  you  know,  not  only  poffeSles  the  Spirit  of 
enterprize,  and  the  power  to  carry  her  councils  into 
effect ; but  has  manifested  a particular  knowledge. 
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and  ftrong  intereft,  in  the  fubjeft  of  your  c Inquiry.’ 
Now  I wifti  you  to  prefix  to  the  French  edition  of 
this  work  a dedication  to  her  Imperial  Majefty,  ha- 
ting, in  the  mod  forcible  terms,  the  expediency  and 
practicability  of  your  fcheme,  and  the  honour  and 
benefit  that  would  redound  to  the  Sovereign  who 
accomplices  it.  If  you  have  no  connections  at 
St.  Peterfburgh,  I am  perfuaded  that  Dr.  Rogerfon, 
find  phyfician  to  the  Emprefs,  who  lately  vifited  me, 
would  enter  cordially  into  your  defigns.  Or  the 
Princefs  Dachkow,  w'ho  is  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 

— , might  be  defired  to  p refen t the  book  in  due 

form. 

“ The  paragraph  in  your  letter  refpefting  your 
health,  gives  me  much  concern ; and  I regret  that  you 
have  not  been  more  explicit.  My  kind  phyfician, 
feparate  from  the  claims  of  friendllfip,  has  a juft  right 
to  my  beft  fervices. 

ct  I have  juft  been  interrupted  by  a gentleman  com- 
ing to  invite  me  to  meet  a ftranger  of  diftinction  from 
Ruftia,  who  is  to  dine  with  him  to-morrow.  Be 
allured  that  I fhall  not  negleft  the  opportunity  of 
conferring  with  him  about  your  Inquiry.  Did  I ever 
mention  to  you  an  agreeable  proof  which  I received 
early  this  fummer,  of  the  freedom  of  the  French  prefs? 
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M.  Boulard,  an  advocate  of  the  fird:  eminence  at  Paris, 
has  prefented  to  me  the  tranflation  of  my  c Socratic 
Difcourfe  on  Truth  and  Faithfulnefs,’  without  the 
leaft  foftening  of  any  of  the  paffages  concerning  civil 
and  religious  liberty  ; yet  it  is  printed  with  the  appro- 
bation et  privilege  du  Roi.”  ****** 


No.  XII. 

From  James  Beattie , LL.D.  to  Dr.  Rercivau 

I 

<c  Aberdeen , Dec.  24,  1786. 

<c  A Tedious  indifpofition  which  came  on  lad  au- 
tumn, and  of  which  I have  not  yet  got  the  better, 
has  made  me  delay  longer  than  I wiflied,  to  acknow- 
ledge^ the  receipt  of  your  very  kind  and  entertaining 
letter  of  the  18th  of  October.  Permit  me  now,  Sir, 
to  return  my  bed;  thanks  for  it,  and  to  tell  you  that 
nothing  could  have  gratified  me  more  than  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  which  you  and  the  other  members 
of  joui  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  have  been 
pleaded  to  form  of  my  little  book  on  the  Evidences  of 


CXII 


CORRESPONDENCE 


our  Religion.  It  has  met  with  a better  receptioa 
than  I could  have  expected  from  the  laity  ; and  fome 
very  diltinguiflied  characters  among  the  clergy  have 
honoured  it  with  their  approbation.  I had  long 
intended  to  attempt  fomething,  in  this  way ; and  I 
believe  it  is  not  lefs  than  fifteen  years  fmce  it  was 
begun.  The  occallon  of  publishing  it  is  mentioned 
in  the  preface. 

cs  I am  happy  to  hear  your  Society  continue  their 
literary  purfuits  with  fo  much  zeal  and  fuccefs ; my 
belt  wifhes  will  ever  attend  them.  The  Tranfa&ions 
they  lately  published  is,  I am  told,  a very  valuable 
colle&ion.  I hope  to  fee  it  in  a few  weeks.  Rut  it 
is  long  before  even  the  belt  works  find  their  way  into 
this  remote  corner.  I (hall  be  proud  to  fee  any 
thing  of  mine  in  the  next  publication  ; and  {hall  pro- 
bably, as  foon  as  I have  health  .and  leifure,  trouble  the 
Society  with  fome  petty  EiTay  of  one  fort  or  other. 

“ Your  account  of  Dr.  Franklin  is  very  interefting. 
The  powers  of  body  and  mind  which  that  extraordi- 
nary man  has  pofifeffed  through  fo  long  a life,  are 
indeed  wonderful.  I once  had  the  honour  to 
dine  with  him  at  Ifiington,  in  the  year  1771,  if  I 
miftake  not,  and  then  looked  up  to  him  with  that 
veneration  which  became  me.  The  abilities  he  has 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D.  Cxiii 

difplayed  fince  that  time  give  wonderful  elevation  to 
his  character. 

“ I fmcerely  wiih  Dr.  Prieftley  fuccefs  in  his  lau- 
dable endeavours  to  convert  the  jews.  The  time  will 
come,  no  doubt,  when  the  eyes  of  that  people  fhall  be 
opened  ^ but  their  difmclination  to  the  company  and 
to  the  writings  of  Chriftians  is  fuch,  as  feems  to  inti- 
mate that  it  is  ftill  very  remote.  Chriftians,  however, 
ought  to  do  their  beft,  and  to  hope  for  the  heft.” 


. [The  letter  refpe&ing  the  habits  and  purfuits  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  to  which  Dr.  Beattie  refers  in  the 
above  communication,  has  unfortunately  been  de- 

ftroyed. The  following  letter,  from  that  eminent 

philofopher,  during  his  refidence  in  France,  may 
be  deemed  curious,  both  on  account  of  the  mat- 
ter which  it  contains,  and  as  it  was  written  in  the  79th 
of  his  age,  evincing  the  fame  vein  of  humour  which 
chara&erifed  him  through  life.] 
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From  Dr.  Franklin  to  Dr.  Perceval. 

<£  PaJfh  near  Faris,  July  T7?  1784. 

4C  I Received  yeflerday  your  kind  letter  of  May  the 
nth,  with  the  moft  agreeable  prefent  of  your  new 
book.*  I read  it  all  before  I flept  ; which  is  a proof 
of  the  good  effeft  your  happy  manner  has  of  drawing 
your  readers  on,  by  mixing  little  anecdotes  and  hiflo- 
rical  faffs  with  your  Inflruflions.  Be  pleafed  to  accept 
my  thankful  acknowledgments  for  the  pleafure  it  has 
afforded  me.  It  is  aftonifliing  that  the  murderous 
praflice  of  duelling,  which  yDu  lo  juftly  condemn, 
fhould  continue  fo  long  in  vogue.  Formerly,  when 
duels  were  ufed  to  determine  law-fuits,  from  an  opi- 
nion that  Providence  would  in  every  in  fiance  favour 
truth  and  right  with  victory,  they  were  more  excufa- 
b]e.  At  prefent  they  decide  nothing.  A man  fays 
fomething,  which  another  tells  him  is  a lie.  They 
fight  j but  whichever  is  killed,  the  point  in  difpute 
remains  unfettled.  To  this  purpofe  they  have  a 
pleafant  (lory  here. — A gentleman  in  a coffee* houfc 


# * A Father' i Injlruftiom.’ 
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defired  another  to  fit  further  from  him. — Why  fo  ? 
Becaufe,  Sir,  you  fmell  offenfively. — That  is  an 
affront,  and  you  muff  fight  me. — I will  fight  you,  if 
you  infift  upon  it ; but  I do  not  fee  how  that  will 
mend  the  matter ; for  if  you  kill  me,  I Aral  1 fmell 
too  ; and  if  I kill  you,  you  will  fmell  if  pofiible  worfe 

i 

than  you  do  at  prefent. — ITow  can  fucli  miferable 
finners  as  we  are  entertain  fo  much  pride,  as  to  con- 
ceive that  every  offence  againfl  our  imagined  honour 
merits  death!  Thefe  petty  princes,  in  their  own 
opinion,  would  call  that  fovereign  a tyrant,  who  fhould 
put  one  of  them  to  death  for  a little  uncivil  language, 
though  pointed  at  his  facred  perfon  : yet  every  one 
of  them  makes  himfeif  judge  in  his  own  caufe,  con- 
demns the  offender  without  a jury,  and  undertakes 
himfeif  to  be  the  executioner. 

“ Our  friend  Mr.  V. may,  perhaps,  commu- 

municate  to  you  fome  conjectures  of  mine  relating  to 
the  cold  of  lafl  winter,  which  I fent  him  in  return  for 
the  Obfervations  on  Cold,  of  Profeffor  Wilfon.  If 
he  fliould,  and  you  think  them  worthy  fo  much 
notice,  you  may  fliew  them  to  your  Philofophical 
Society,  to  which  I wifh  all  imaginable  fuccefs : 
their  rules  feem  to  me  excellent.  With  fincere  and 
great  efteem,  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.” 

h 2 
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From  Dr.  Percifal  to  * * *. 

<c  Manchejler , Feb . 4,  1787. 

c‘  I AM  happy  to  avail  myfelf  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  fending  to  your  Lordfhip  two  difeourfes, 
delivered  on  the  eftablifhment,  and  at  the  commenc- 
ment,  of  the  Manchefter  Academy.  The  principles 
on  which  this  Inflitution  is  founded,  will,  I truft,  not 
only  meet  with  your  candid  indulgence,  but  be 
honoured  with  your  approbation  ; for  I am  perfuaded 
you  are  a fmcere  and  zealous  friend  to  the  caufe  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  that  you  poflefs  in  an 
eminent  degree  that  fpirit  of  catholicifm,  which  forms 
an  important  branch  of  Chriftian  charity,  and  which 
promotes  the  interefts  of  the  Church  of  England 
under  its  prefent  excellent  governors,  far  more  power- 
fully than  creeds,  tefts,  or  anathemas. 

“ The  Roman  Catholics,  I am  informed,  have  a 
defign  to  purchafe  the  building  of  the  late  Academy 
of  Warrington,  for  the  purpofe  of  eflablifhing  a great 
lemmary  of  education  for  their  youth.  Dr.  Berring- 
ton,  a prieft  diftinguilhed  for  learning  and  liberality  of 
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fentiment,  is  the  planner  of  this  fcheme;  and  I 
believe  it  is  fupported  by  many  perfons  of  high  rank 
among  the  Papilts.  I cordially  wifli  fuccefs  to  fo 
laudable  an  undertaking.  For  it  is  a difgrace  to 
this  country,  and  injurious  to  fome  of  its  bed  inte- 
nds, that  the  Catholics  diould  be  compelled  to  feek 
for  tuition  abroad.  When  indru&ed  in  this  enlight- 
ened land,  they  may  retain  the  nominal  didinclion 
of  their  church,  but  will  affuredly  lofe  the  fpirit  of  it. 
Indeed,  reformation  is  now  making  rapid  advances 
in  almod  every  country  of  Europe ; and  I have 
lately  received  a pleafing  proof  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  in  France,  and  that  works  very  adverfe  to  the 
principles  of  Popery  may  have  the  approbation  et  pri- 
vilege du  Roi . An  advocate  of  the  fird  rank  at 
Paris  has  fent  me  his  tranflation  of  the  Socratic  Dis- 
cmrfe , which  I publidied  about  three  years  ago.  It 
is  rendered  into  French  without  the  fuppredion  of 

one  obfervation,  or  the  foftening  of  one  expreilion; 

\ 

except  the  infertion  of  an  occafional  note,  to  intimate 
that  c fuch  an  error  is  to  be  excufed,  as  the  author 
e is  a Protedant.’ 

“ By  a letter  I lately  received  from  Dr,  Beattie,  I 
learn  that  his  Treatife  on  the  Evidences  of  Chris- 
tianity has  met  with  a very  favourable  reception 
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both  from  the  laity  arid  clergy.  It  is,  indeed,  a valu- 
able work.  I wifli  Dr.  Beattie  would  employ  his 
pen  in  the  defence  of  iome  do£h*ines  of  natural  reli- 
gion, particularly  the  fpirituality  and  immortality  of 
the  foul,  which  have  been  zealoufly  affailed  even  by 
believers  in  revelation. 

Ci  The  bottom  of  the  page  reminds  me  of  the  un- 
reafonable  length  of  this-  letter  ; but  I trull  your 
Lordfhip  will  excufe  it,  and  that  you  will  believe  me 
with  every  fentiment  of  refpect  and  efteem,  &C.” 


No.  XIV. 

From  Dr.  Fercival  io  Dr.  Havgarth . 

t£  Manchefter^  1787. 

“ THE  return  of  affords  me  an  opportu- 

nity of  fending  a fmall  packet  to  you.  At  the  fame 
time  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  your  lafl  kind, 
though  very  fhort,  letter,  and  for  the  account  of  the 
meteors,  which  accompanied  it.  This  I communi- 
cated to  our  Society,  but  do  not  hear  that  any  of  the 
members  offered  any  obfervations  to  illuftrate,  or 
had  feen,  the  phenomenon.  The  propofals  for  Mr. 
Nicholfon’s  Hiflory  of  Elefhricity  were  fent  me  by 


OF  THOMAS  PE11CIVAL,  M.  D.  Cxi* 

Lord  George  Cavendifh,  with  a requeft  that  I would 
jntereft  my  friends  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  by 
procuring  from  them  fuch  medical  or  philofophical 
information  as  may  contribute  to  it.  M.  Sauffure’s 
relation  of  his  afcent  to  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc,  will 
entertain  you.  When  you  return  it,  (which  I wifh  to 
be  foon,  becaufe  it  will  be  read  at  our  Society,)  be 
•.o  good  as  to  furnifh  me  with  fpecimen  alterum  Ph. 
LoncL  The  copy  Sir  George  Baker  promifed  to  fend 
me,  I prefume  has  been  loft  on  the  road.  Are  you 
making  any  exertions  at  Chefter  to  fupprefs  the 
Slave  Trade  ? Mr.  Wilberforce  is  to  bring  forward 
a Bill  in  Parliament  refpe&ing  it.  You  formerly 
recommended  to  me  Neckar  on  the  Finances  of 
France;  and  I now  recommend  to  you  the  Life  of 
M.  Turgot,  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet.  You  will 
find  that  great  minlfler  had  in  contemplation  the 
abolition  of  the  horrid  traffic  in  the  human  fpecies. 
Virginia,  New- York,  and  Carolina,  have  now  united 
in  meafures  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Mr.  Howard  * is  preparing  a bill  to  be  brought 
into  Parliament  this  feffion,  to  reftrain  the  ufe  of 

* Dr.  Percival  maintained  a friendlhip  and  occafional  corres- 
pondence with  this  diftinguilhed  philanthropift,  till  the  period  of 
kis  death. 
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liquors  in  prifons.  He  fays  jocularly  to  his  friends, 
that  had  a flatue  been  erected  to  hint,  (as  was 
defgned)  this  bill  would  have  occafioned  its  demo- 
lition, &c.” 


No.  XV. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same . 

“ Manchejier , 1787. 

“ I NEED  not  exprefs  to  my  dear  Friend  my 
cordial  fympathy  with  him  on  the  prefent  melancholy 
occafion.  With  the  feelings  of  a father,  who  has 

experienced  pangs  like  your’s,  I feel  for  you ; and 

* 

I may  comfort  you  by  the  alfurance  that  the  con- 
tinued view  of  irremediable  buffering  in  thofe  we 
love,  exceeds  the  bitternefs  of  death  itfelf  ; and  that 
when  this  overwhelming  trial  is  pall:,  the  confolations 
of  religion  elevate  a virtuous  mind  far  above  the 
dejection  of  borrow.  Attempt  not,  through  an 
auhere  and  miflaken  piety,  to  fupprefs  the  emotions 
of  your  grief.  Indulge  your  tears  ; Jesus  wept  for 
Lazarus  ; and  refignation  implies  in  its  effence  a very 
high  degree  of  fenfibility.  But  it  implies  alfo  that 
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we  direct  our  attention  from  the  ftroke  of  did  refs  to 
the  Sovereign  Hand  that  hath  inflided  it ; and  that 
we  forrow,  with  hope  in  his  goodnefs,  and  confidence 
in  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  all  his  difpenfations. 

“ Permit  me  to  recommend  to  you  the  perufal  of 
Harris’s  Dialogue  on  Happinefs,  particularly  the 
latter  part  of  it.”  * * * 


No.  XVI. 

From  l he  Same  to  the  Same. 

44  Manchejier , i y8y. 

“ YOUR  very  friendly  anxiety  about  my  health 
merits  my  molt  grateful  acknowledgments;  and  I am 
concerned  that  your  kind  enquiries  have  not  been 
fooner  anfwered.  The  truth  is,  it  is  unpleafant  to 

recite  complaints Even  under  the  prefiure 

of  ficknefs,  I have  fo  many  corifolations,  as  ought  to 
reprefs  every  murmuring  thought;  and  with  the 
utmofi:  affection  for  my  friends,  I can  look  forward  to 
a feparation  from  them  without  fear  or  anxiety. 
You  exprefs  an  apprehenfion  that  ftudy  or  literary 
compofition  may  be  injurious  to  me.  I have  not 
much  leifure  for  either  ; and  when  I engage  in  them, 
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they  afford  me  pleafure  without  pain  or  alloy.  The 
love  of  fame  has  long  fmce  ceafed  to  be  a fource  o-f 
folicitude  to  me,  and  you  have  given  me  an  obliging 
proof  that  you  feel  more  for  my  reputation  than  I do 
myfelf.  Accept  of  my  bed  thanks  for  the  kind  in- 
ter ed  you  take  in  the  new  edition  of  my  volumes,  and 
for  the  trouble  you  are  at  in  re-perufing  them.  This 
is  what  I have  not  yet  done,  and  probably  may  not 
do.  Your  corrections  will  therefore  be  peculiarly* 
acceptable  and  valuable  to  me.  I had  a letter  from 
****  a few  days  ago.  His  malady,  I fear,  will  continue 
to  refid  the  power  of  medicine.  How  much  is  it  to 
be  regretted,  that  the  public  fhould  lofe  the  a&ive 
fervices  of  a man  fo  eminently  qualified  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  learning,  and  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty.5’ 

No.  XVII. 

from  Dr.  Percival  to  Mr.  ***. 

ce  Mi (inch eft er , 1787. 

“ I Ought  to  have  returned  my  acknowledgments 
fooner  for  your  very  friendly  letter,  and  your  obliging 
readinefs  to  gratify  my  wifnes  by  the  loan  of  the 
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Inftitutcs  of  your  Society.*  This  work  is  to  me  highly 
curious  and  valuable,  and  has  heightened  the  efteem 
which  I always  entertained  for  your  religious  fed, 
I have  often  thought  that  the  principles  and  manners 
of  the  Quakers  afford  them  advantages  over  others 
in  refpeCt  to  the  duration  of  life.  The  diligence, 
cleantinefs,  fobriety,  and  compofure  of  mind,  by 
which  you  are  characterized  as  a body  of  men,  may 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  contribute  to  health  and 
longevity.  And  as  there  are  no  perfons  among  you 
in  want,  and  few  immoderately  rich,  this  compara- 
tively equal  diftribution  of  property  muff  ldTen  the 
fources  of  difeafe,  and  furnifh  the  individuals  under 
its  preffure  with  the  neceffary  means  of  relief.  Thefe 
confiderations  led  me  many  years  ago  to  obtain  an 
eftimate  of  the  proportion  of  deaths  amongfl  the 
Quakers  in  Manchefter;  and  I applied  at  that  limp 
to  my  friend  I)r.  Fothergill,  for  information  concern- 
ing the  members  of  your  Society  in  other  places. 
He  kindly  undertook  to  gratify  me,  but  never  ac- 
complifhed  his  promife.  I wifh  you  would  confider 
the  fubjeft,  and  purfue  this  curious  enquiry.  It 
might  do  honour  to  your  fed,  and  prove  an  incite- 
ment to  the  practice  of  thofe  virtues  for  which  it  is 


Society  of  the  people  called  Quakers. 
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diftinguiftied.  But  perhaps  it  would  be  found  that 
the  want  of  vivacity  in  your  people,  and  the  feden- 
tary  lives  of  your  females,  are  caufes  which  fhorteri 
the  period  of  exiftence,  and  counterbalance  the  pecu- 
liar advantages  you  enjoy;  In  1775,  the  deaths 
among  the  Quakers  in  Manchefter  were  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  twenty  -four ; amongft  the  inhabi- 
tants at  large,  they  were  as  one  to  twenty-eight . 
But  it  fhould  be  noticed,  that  the  former  had  no  new' 
acceffions  to  their  number;  whereas  fettlers  in  the 
prime  of  life  annually  pour  into  Manchefter. 

*c  You  will  lament  with  me  the  failure  of  the  late 
application  to  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Teft  A <fts.  Is  there  not  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, from  the  conduct  of  our  governors  on  this 
,occafion,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  religious  liberty 
we  enjoy,  more  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  than  to 
dereli&ion  in  them  of  unjuft  domination?  I wifh 
your  Society  had  united  with  their  diffenting  brethren 
in  fo  equitable  a petition,  as  it  might  have  added 
energy  to  its  operation.  For  however  you  may 
ftand  affected  towards  the  enjoyment  of  public  offices,1 
the  eligibility  to  them  is  one  of  your  fociai  rights; 
and  a disqualification  is  not  only  an  injury,  but  car- 
ries with  it  the  ftigma  of  a crime.  We  have  the 
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higbefl  authority,  that  of  Lord  Mansfield,  for  avert- 
ing that  Proteftant  Non-conformifts  are  not  under  the 
connivance,  but  the  expreis  protection,  of  the  law ; 
and  that  their  modes  of  worihip  are  in  the  fulled 
fenfe  eJlabUJhed.  This  was  the  fentiment,  too,  of  the 
late  Arthur  Onflow,  Speaker  of  the  Iioufe  of  Com- 
mons ; who  obferved,  that  the  Church  of  England, 
as  diftinguiihed  from  Diflenting  places  of  worfiiip,  is 
properly  fpeaking,  no  more  than  an  endowed  Church, 
which  the  law  not  only  prote&s,  but  endows  with 
temporalities  for  its  peculiar  fupport  and  encou- 

N 

ragement.  In  the  late  parliamentary  debates  on  this 
interefting  iubjeft,  I think  fufiicient  (trefs  was  not 
laid  on  this  point.  It  would  have  led  to  an  efTential 
diftin&ion  between  the  claims  of  Roman  Catholics, 
and  thofe  of  the  Proteftants,  to  trull  and  power:  for 
the  former  are  now,  I believe,  willing  to  acknowledge 
allegiance  to  the  date.  But  their  religion  is  fubver- 
five  of  the  eftablhhed  religion  of  the  country;  that  is, 
the  Church  of  England,  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  the 
Quakers,  and  all  orders  ofProtellant  Dihenters,  au- 
thorized by  law;  and  the  community  has  the  fame 
right  which  an  individual  enjoys,  of  pofTefiing  and 
providing  for  the  fecurity  of  its  own  religion. 

/ f 

Phis  provifional  fecurity,  however,  has  its  limita- 
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tions;  and  an  Englishman  ought  to  blufli  at  the 
feverity  of  the  penal  Statutes  again  ft  the  Papifts. 

At  a late  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Man- 
chefter  Academy,  I communicated  to  the  gentlemen 
prefent,  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to  our 
Institution.  We  Should  be  rejoiced  to  be  honoured 
with  the  countenance  and  Support  of  your  Society; 
and  I trull,  the  fcruple  to  which  you  refer  may  eafilv 
be  obviated.  Admitting,  as  you  do,  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  you  may  lawfully  and  confcienti- 
ouily  contribute  to  the  exercife  of  that  right  amongft 
any  body  of  Chriftians,  in  a mode  that  you  would 
not  lawfully  or  confcientioufly  adopt  yourfelves. 
Befides,  when  a plan  comprehends  feveral  objects, 
may  not  the  aid  or  encouragement  given  be  inten- 
tionally, though  tacitly,  appropriated  to  thofe  which 
are  confonant  with  your  views?  In  this  way  you 
voluntarily  pay  taxes  to  government  ; notwithstand- 
ing you  are  apprized  that  a portion  of  their  produce 

0 

is  devoted  both  to  the  purpofes  of  war,  and  the 
fupport  of  an  ecclefiaftical  establishment.”  * * * 
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No.  XVIII. 

From  Dr . Fercif.il  to  the  Bi suer  of  Land  a ff. 

<c  Manchefter , Sept.  18,  1787. 

*■  * * “ I AM  truly  concerned  that  religious  liberty 
has  (till  fo  many  opponents,  both  in  our  Univerlities, 
atid  in  Parliament.  Plow  honourable  is  it  to  thofe 
who  have  not  only  the  wifdom  to  diftinguifli,  but  the 
integrity  and  fpirit  to  aflert,  the  great  and  unalie- 

1 

nable  rights  of  men,  of  Protcflants,  and  of  Chriftians! 
I had  lately  a letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  body  of 
Diflfenters  in  London,  intimating  a refolution  to  per- 
fevere  in  their  application  for  a repeal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Ted  A&s.  It  would  promote  the  fuccefs 
of  this  meafure,  were  it  generally  underdood  that  the 
Non-conformids,  who  have  mod  wealth  and  influence, 
are  not  unfriendly  to  an  edabliflied  national  Church, 
nor  to  Epifcopacy.  The  Liturgic  form  of  worfliip  is 
by  many,  and  in  my  opinion,  with  great  juflice,  pre- 
ferred to  that  in  ufe  amongd  us. 

<c  I have  not  heard  direclly  from  Dr.  Franklin,  for 
more  than  ten  months;  but  Dr.  Rufli,  of  Phila- 
delphia, informs  me  that  he  is  in  good  health  and 
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fpirits,  and  actively  engaged  in  the  important  hurt- 
nefs  of  amending  the  federal  government  of  America. 
The  anarchy  which  has  of  late  prevailed  in  that 
country,  will  convince  the  people  of  the  neceflity  of 
inverting  the  Congrefs  with  more  power  than  has 
hitherto  been  delegated  to  it.  Under  the  prefent 
circumrtances  of  the  Thirteen  Provinces,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Diftator  in  the  perfon  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
might  be  a wife  and  falutary  meafure  ; and  would  not, 
I apprehend,  at  his  period  of  life,  endanger  the  pub- 
lic liberty. 

“Our  Literary  Society  will  refume  its  meetings 
next  month.  I wifli  your  Lordfhip’s  health  would 
permit  you  to  honour  us  with  further  communica- 
tions ; we  have  received  many  valuable  papers,  and 
another  volume  of  * Memoirs  ’ will  be  ready  for  the 
prefs  early  in  the  fpring.” 


No.  XIX. 


From  Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percival. 

“ Aberdeen,  Jan.  29,  1788. 

“ SOME  days  ago,  I received  by  the  port  a 
printed  letter,  containing  refolutions  of  a Society 
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edabl  idled  at  Mancheder,  for  the  purpofe  of  efFe&ing 
aa  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  ; on  which  I was  pro- 
jecting to  write  to  you,  having  obferved  your  name  in 
the  lid  of  the  Committee,  when  the  pod  of  Saturday 
brought  me  your  mod  agreeable  letter  of  the  2 id 
current-  I allure  you,  Sir,  that  every  word  of  your 
excellent  letter,  and  of  the  printed  refolutions,  has  my 
hearty  concurrence;  and  that  if  my  poor  fervices 
could  be  any  life  in  the  bufinefs,  I diould  think 
you  did  me  honour  by  commanding  them.  The 
flavery  of  the  negroes,  and  every  other  fpecies  of 
flavery,  I hold  in  utter  abomination.  The  fubjcft 
has  been  much  in  my  thoughts  ; and  for  thefe  five 
and  twenty  years  pad  I have,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
annual  left  ures,  endeavoured  to  expofe  it  in  its  genu- 
ine colours,  with  all  the  arguments  and  all  the  little 
eloquence  I am  mader  oF.  I beg  leave  to  acquaint 
you  further,  that  about  ten  years  ago  L wrote  aTreatife 
on  ttie  fubjeft,  (long  before  my  friend  Mr.  Ramfay’s 
very  fpirited  performance  appeared,)  and  that  I have 
hitherto  been  kept  from  puhlilhing  it  for  no  other 
reafon  ut  becaule  I wifli  to  colleft  all  the  informa- 
tion I could  in  regard  to  fafts,  well  knowing  that 
even  to  the  bed  of'caufes  any  mifreprefentation  in 

th;s  way  is  always  injurious.  I have  picked  up  a 
vol.  il%  j 


€XXX 


CORRESPONDENCE 


good  deal  of  intelligence  by  converting  with  people 
who  had  lived  in  the  Weft-Indies  and  North- Ame- 
rica. I have  alfo  looked  into  fuch  abridgments  or  , 
cohesions  of  colony  laws  relating  to  flaves,  as 
have  fallen  in  my  way,  and  out  of  thefe,  with  the 
addition  of  my  own  remarks,  I have  made  a little 
book,  which  I would  willingly  give  to  the  public,  if 
I thought  it  would  be  of  any  fervice.  Will  you  par- 
don me,  if  I give  you  a tiiort  account  of  the  plan  of 
this  little  work  ? It  has  this  title  : 6 Of  the  Lawful - 
c nefs  and  Expediency  of  Slavery , particularly  that  of 
< the  Negroes  ; ’ and  as  it  was  written  at  a time  when 
our  public  affairs  were  going  on  rather  unfuccefsfully, 
I prefixed  as  a motto  thefe  words  of  Cicero  : e tnulta 
c prat  ere  a commemorarem  nefaria , ft  hoc  uno  fol  quid - 
* quam  vidijfet  indignius  -—jure  igitur  pletdimur De 
Off.  ii.  8.  I firft  contider  the  queftion  relating  to 
flavery  in  general,  and  what  Ariftotle  and  the  civil 
law  have  faid  in  its  vindication.  I then  give  a tiiort 
account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs,  and  prefent  tiate,  of 
the  African  Slave  Trade,  and  of  what  I have  reafon 
to  believe  is  the  condition  of  the  African  flaves  in 
the  European,  particularly  the  Britifh,  fettlements. 
Then  I examine  all  the  pleas  which  I have  ever 
heard  or  feen  advanced  in  vindication  of  negro 
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flavery,  and  endeavour  to  prove,  with  fome  fuccefs  I 
hope,  that  they  are  all  frivolous  and  fallacious.  The 
lad  plea,  that  ‘ negroes  are  not  men,  but  beings  of  an 

• inferior  order,’  I confider  very  particularly : and 

» 

I conclude  with  fome  hints  refpetting  what  I take  to 
be  the  fafefl  way  of  abolifhing  this  infamous  com- 
merce; a part  of  the  fubjefl  which  I know  I am  not 

i 

equal  to,  but  on  which,  I flatter  myfelf,  I have  not 
propofed  any  thing  that  would  be  attended  w.th  any 
harm,  if  it  were  to  be  adopted. 

f t 

“ The  Bilhop  of  London,  who  is  much  interefled 

* \ 

in  this  matter,  (as  you  will  fee  by  his  fermons,)  has 
often  defired  to  fee  my  little  treatife;  and  I now  begin 
to  think  in  good  earned  of  tranfcribing  and  correft- 
ing  it,  for  in  its  prefent  flute  it  is  not  fit  to  be  feen. 
If  I can  get  this  accomplished,  I will  fend  it  to  him, 
and  requeft  his  Lordfhip,  if  he  approve  it,  to  fend  it 
to  you  under  franked  covers  ; and  if  my  friends 
defire  it,  I fliall  not  be  averfe  to  its  publication, 
though,  perhaps,  I may  not  be  inclined  to  put  my 
i name  to  it ; not  becaufe  I am  afhamed  of  it,  or  afraid 
of  any  confequences,  but  for  another  reafon,  which 
I may  perhaps  mention  to  you  hereafter. 
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<c  If  this  bufmefs  is  likely  to  come  before  the  Houle 
of  Commons  foon,  I fhall  confider  the  publishing  of 
my  little  work  as  difrefpe&ful  to  the  legiilature,  and 
think  of  it  no  more  , for  it  would  be  in  a very  high 
( degree  pieiumptuous  in  me  to  fuppoie  that  I could 
give  them  any  information.  But  if  it  be  put  off  till 
next  feffion,  which  I fncerely  wifli  may  not  be  the 
cafe,  my  remarks  might  perhaps  be  of  ufe  as  a 
remon (trance,  offered  not  to  the  legiilature,  but  to 
the  people  in  general.  I fhall  take  the  frit  oppor- 
tunity to  take  on  this  fubjeft  with  our  magiftrates  as 
well  as  with  the  College.  I have  the  honour  to  be* 
with  the  utmoff  effeem  and  regard,  &c.” 


No.  XX. 

/ 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Beattie. 

“ Manchcjler , Feb.  1788. 

“ YOUR  very  friendly  and  intercfling  letter 
arrived  yefterday  ; and  1 feel  it  as  a debt  to  juft  ice 
and  humanity,  and  confequently  as  a duty  incum- 
bent on  me,  to  urge  the  publication  of  the  excellent 
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and  valuable  work  you  have  in  view.  The  petitions 
which  are  now  preparing  in  various  counties,  cities, 
and  boroughs,  will  doubtlefs  be  prefented  during  the 
prefent  feffion  of  Parliament.  But  this  ought  to  be 
no  objection  to  the  profecution  of  your  important 

undertaking;  and  I hope  it  will  rather  ferve  to  for- 

\ 

ward  the  execution  of  it.  I fhall  be  glad  to  perufe 
your  papers  through  the  channel  you  mention.  I 
have  converfed  with  the  Bifliop  of  London  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  Slave  trade,  and  know  how  much 
his  Lordffiip  reprobates  it.  In  perufing  the  life  of 
M.  I urgot  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet,  I Ijave 
been  much  pleafed  to  find  that  it  was  one  obje£I  of 

his  adminiflration  to  aboliffi  the  infamous  traffic  in 

• * 

the  fpecies.  M.<  Neckar,  in  his  Treatife  on  the 
hi  nances  of  France,  alfo  fpeaks  of  it  with  execration: 
but  he  obferves,  that  the  neceffity  of  fupporting 
Sovereign  power  has  its  peculiar  laws,  and  the  wealth 
of  nations  is  one  of  the  foundations  of  this  power. 

* would  it,’  fays  he, c be  a chimerical  projeft,  to 
‘ propofe  a general  compaft,  by  which  all  European 

* nations  ffiould  agree  to  abandon  the  traffic  of 
6 African  Slaves  ?’  I ffiould  cordially  rejoice  to  fee 
fo  honourable  a compatt  in  favour  of  judice,  huma- 
nity, and  freedom.  But  I believe  it  may  be  proved 
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that  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  confequently  the  So- 
vereign power,  Mains  a real  injury  from  this  oppro- 
brious branch  of  commerce.  Liverpool  fends  out 
more  velfels  to  the  coafl  of  Guinea  than  all  the  other 
ports  of  England  ; yet  of  thirty  mercantile  houfes 
which  have  carried  on  nearly  the  whole  of  this  trade 

, f 

fince  1773,  twelve  have  become  bankrupts,  and  of 
the  remainder,  feveral  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  con- 

liderable  lofers.  T.  he  truth  is,  that  the  African  trade 

# 

is  a lottery,  with  a few  great  and  tempting  prizes, 
and  many  blanks.  But  I write  in  hafte,  and  mull 

* ® with  every  fentiment  of  efteem  and 

refpeft,  &c.** 

«/ 

No.  XXI. 

From  Dr.  Robertson  to  Dr . Perceval . 

' i 

sc  Coll.  Edin.  Feb.  19,  1788. 

“ NOTHING  but  a long  fcene  of  family  diftrefs, 
from  which,  thank  God,  1 have  now  hopes  of  being 
delivered,  could  have  prevented  me  from  returning 
an  anfwer  directly  to  your  kind  letter.  The  fubje<ft 
of  it  is  very  interefling  to  every  man  who  is  animated 
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with  the  fentiments  of  humanity,  or  refpe&s  the  pre- 
cepts of  religion.  My  opinion  concerning  the  flavery 
of  the  negroes  coincides  in  every  point  with  your’s 
and  I had  occafion  to  exprefs  it  in  very  ftrong  terms, 
in  a Sermon  preached  above  thirty  years  ago,  the 
fil'd*  work  I publiflied ; and,  if  an  author  does  not 
judge  erroneoufly  of  his  productions,  as  parents 
often  do  of  their  children,  not  the  lead  meritorious. 
If  you  have  not  feen  the  fermon,  I will  fend  a 
copy  of  it  to  you.  In  this  country,  I imagine  there 
is  not  one  advocate  for  the  Slave  Trade  ; but  whether 
add  relies  again  ft  it  will  be  fet  a-going,  I cannot  fay. 
With  the  operations  of  our  Town  Council  I am  not 
accuftomed  to  intermeddle.  Since  I was  conne&ed 
with  the  Univerfity,  it  has  been  my  endeavour,  to 
fix  the  attention  of  literary  men  upon  their  proper 
bufinefs ; and  we  have  avoided  addrefting  on  different 
occafions,  when  addrefles  poured  in  from  every  cor- 
ner of  the  kingdom.  If  an  addrefs  could  be  of  any 
benefit,  there  would  be  but  one  fentiment  among  us 
on  the  prefent  fubjeft ; though  I am  unwilling  to 
begin  addreding  upon  the  cleared  and  mod  proper  of 

* The  Difcourfe  above-mentioned  is  the  only,  one  which  Dr* 
Kobertfon  ever  publiflied. 
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any  pccafion,  left  it  (hould  be  a precedent  for  what 
may  not  be  fo  defirable.# 

“ I have  been  employed  in  what  I think  may  be 
of  greater  utility.  Mr.  Wilberforce  applied  to  me 

r * • 

Jome  time  ago,  requefting  me  to  communicate  to  him 
any  facts  or  ideas  I thought  might  be  of  moment,  in 
forming  the  plan  of  the  fpeech  which  was  to  introduce 
the  motion  he  intended  to  make,  concerning  the  fer- 
vitude  of  the  negroes.  As  I had  propofed  to  treat 
the  fubjecl  at  confiderable  length  in  that  volume  of 
.the  Iiiftory  of  America,  wh'ch  the  unfortunate  ter- 
mination of  our  conflict  with  the  colonies  obliged  me 
to  relinquifh,  I had  confidered  the  fubjecl  fo  carefully, 
that  I was  enabled  to  tranfmit  to  him  a memorial  of 
ibme  length. 

'*  A letter  from  Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percival,  of  a correfponding 
date,  (Feb.  3,  1788,)  ftates  as  follows:  “ I have  row  the  fatisfadion 
« to  inform  you,  that  the  Principal  and  ProfefTors  of  Marifchal 
“ College  andUftiverfity  of  Aberdeen v did  at  their  laft  meeting  take 
« into  confederation  the  intended  application  to  the  Legiflature,  on 
“ the  fubjedof  Slavery,  and  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the 
“ pradiceof  enflaving  the  negroes  of  Africa  is  inhuman,  impolitic, 
“ and  ought  to  be  abuiifhed.  They  wifh,  however,  to  have  a little 
“ time  to  think  of  the  moft  proper  way  of  giving  public  notice 
« of  this  their  opinion;  and,  if  poflible,  to  do  this  in  concert  with 
“ the  other  Univeriities  of  Scotland.  Meanwhile,  if  you  will  favour 
“us  with  any  advice  or  information  on  the  iubjed,  it  will  greatly 
*(  oblige  the  whole  fociety,”  &c, 
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“ Prefent  my  refpe&ful  compliments  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  your  Committee.*  Their  object  is  mod 
laudable,  and  I hope  their  beneficent  efforts  will  be 
attended  with  fiiccd's.” 


No.  XXII. 

F ■ om  Dr.  Percjfal  to  Dr.  Robertson • 

(C  Manchefter , March  2,  1788. 

“ I am  fmcerely  concerned  to  hear  that  you  have 
fullered  under  a long  feene  of  family  d iff  refs ; and  I 
lament  that  you  have  not  indulged  me  with  the 
friendly  communication  of  fome  particulars  of  it.  In 
every  event  which  concerns  your  happinefs,  I fhall 
always  feel  myfelf  cord  ally  interelled. 

66  A feverifh  indifpefit  on  prevented  me  from  at- 
tending the  lad  meeting  of  the  African  Committee. 
I therefore  requefled  the  Chairman  would  deliver  your 

* African  Committee , held  at  Manchcflcr,  for  the  purpofe  of 
framing  a petition  to  Parliament  for  the  ato’ition  of  the  Slave- 
Trade,  and  ol  encouraging  in  other  parts  a fimilar  difpolition  to 
acldrefs  the  Legiflature. 
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meffige,  and  read  to  the  gentlemen  fuch  parts  of 
your  letter,  as  relate  to  the  objects  of  our  affociation. 
In  confequence  of  this,  the  enciofed  paper  was  deli- 
vered to  me  by  the  Secretary,  on  Friday  evening,  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  you.  I hope  you  will  comply  with 
the  requeff*  it  indire&ly  conveys.  For  as  the  legality 
of  the  traffic  in  the  fpecies,  and  the  pra&ice  of  negro 
flavery,  are  to  be  decided  by  the  principles  of  natural 
equity,  and  by  the  precepts  and  the  fpirit  of  theGofpeJ, 
the  avowed  condemnation  of  both,  by  one  fo  peculi- 
arly well  qualified  to  judge  of  their  nature  and  extent, 
muft  have  great  authority  v/ith  the  public. 

cc  I earneftly  wiffi  too,  that  you  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  publiffi  the  fa&s  and  obfervations  relative  to 
negro  fervitude,  cohered  for  the  continuation  of  your 
Hiftory  of  America.  Such  a work  would  be  highly 
feafonable  at  this  time,  and  might  powerfully  contri- 
bute to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  the  efforts  which  are 
now  making,  in  favour  of  the  injured  and  oppreffed 

Africans. The  Sermon,  mentioned  in  your  laff 

letter,  I am  impatient  to  fee;  and  you  will  much  oblige 
me  by  fending  it  as  foon  as  you  can  with  convenience. 


* The  Committee  intimated  a defire,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  would 
republifh  and  extenfively  circulate  the  Sermon  and  other  trads, 
mentiqned  in  the  preceding  letter. 
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Dr.  Prieflley  has  favoured  me  with  his  Difcourfe  on 
theprefent  occafion,  and  I received  one  pubJiihed  by 
Mr.  ****%  the  poet,  at  the  fame  time.  Reading 
them  in  fuccefllon,  I was  flruck  and  amazed  with 
their  difference.  The  compofition  of  the  former  is 
carelefs  to  an  extreme,  in  point  of  ftyle  and  language; 
but  with  refpedd  to  matter,  is  judicious  and  full  of 
information;  the  work  of  the  latter  is  polifhed  and 

i 

brilliant  inanity.  Dr.  Perchard’s  Sermon,  delivered 
before  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  I am  informed, 
does  great  honour  both  to  the  author  and  to  the 
caufe  which  he  has  efpoufed.”  ***** 


No.  XXIII. 

9 

From  Dr.  Robertson  to  Dr.  Rercival . 

“ College , Edinburgh , March  6 , 1788. 

I HAVE  this  moment  had  the  pleafure  of  your 
letter  of  the  2d  indant,  and  that  I may  not  be  too 
late  for  the  waggon,  I mull  write  to  you  only  a few 
lines  Your  Committee  have  fet  too  high  a value 
upon  the  fermon  I mentioned.  The  confideration  of 
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11a very  is  confined  to  one  head  of  a difcourfe,  which 
extends  to  feveral  other  fubjects.  Agreeably  to  my 
promife,  I fend  two  copies  of  it;  one  for  yourfelf, 

t 

and  the  other  I requeit  you  to  prefent  with  my  bed;' 
compliments  to  Mr.  ***.  1 do  not  apprehend  it  to 

be  of  much  confequence  to  re-publifh  the  fermon  ; 
and,  as  I have  communicated  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  any 
facts  or  hints  concerning  the  Slave-Trade  which  I 
thought  of  importance,  it  would  be  improper  for  me 
to  puhiifh  them  in  the  manner  which  is  requeued, 
I am 3 in  hade,  &C.” 


No.  XXIV.] 
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Ft  'em  Dr.  Percjfal  to  Dr.  Hay  garth. 

“ Manchejier , 1788. 

ct  I THOUGHT  you  had  been  longfince  apprized 
that  your  paper  concerning  theGlorywas  unanimoufly 
ballotted  for  infertion  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Memoirs  of  our  Society. — You  have  not  hitherto 
favoured  me  with  your  objections  to  my  EiTay  on 
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Taxation.*  Pray  (late  them  fully  and  freely.  Your 
anitnadverfions  will  always  merit  from  me  not  only  a 
candid  but  a very  partial  attention.  If  our  ideas 
^differ  concerning  the  nature  of  government,  I am  fure 
vve  (hall  particularly  agree  in  our  conducl  as  fubje&s. 
1 feel  an  abhorrence  of  fad  ion,  a reverence  for  our 
Conflitution,  and  gratitude  for  the  civil  and  religious 
privileges  we  enjoy.  But  I conceive  that  power  is 
always  difpofed  to  enlarge  its  boundaries,  and  that  it 
fhould  be  watched  with  temperate  but  fedulous  atten- 
tion.! What  Voltaire  fays  of  the  Pope,  is  equally 
applicable  to  fovereignty  ; c it  is  at  once  proper  to 
‘ kifs  the  toe,  and  to  bind  the  hands,  of  the  Sovereign 
« Pontiff.’ 

tc  I fent  you  a Poem,  lately  tranfmitted  to  me  by 
our  friend  Aikin.  It  docs  credit  to  his  poetical  ta- 
lents, but  would  have  interefled  the  heart  more  for- 
cibly, had  he  introduced  his  refle&ions  by  a portrait 

/ , • \ 

* See  vol.  ii.  p.  291. 

f The  jealoufy  of  power,  and  the  diflike  of  faction,  were  almoft 
equally  confpicuous  among  the  political  fentiments  of  Dr.  Percival. 
A mixed  government  of  mutual  controul,  like  that  of  England, 
he  peculiarly  admired  ; but  in  leaning  to  the  popular  it  the  fairer, 
though  the  weaker  fide,  he  adopted  the  fentiment  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  who  declares  his  conviftion, ((  th.it  power  Jhould  always  be 
“ dijlrufted , in  whatever  hands  it  is  placed," 
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of  the  Genius  of  a Republic.  We  are  left  without 
information  refpecting  the  character  and  attributes  of 
this  perfonage.  Perhaps  the  following  lines,  from 
Thomfon’s  Cattle  of  Indolence,  might  fupply  the- 
deficiency : 

“ When  as  the  Knight  had  framed  in  Britain’s  land, 

“ A matchlcfs  form  of  glorious  government, 
il  In  which  the  fovereign  laws  alone  command ; 
u Laws  ’ftablifhed  by  the  public  free  confent, 

“ Whofe  majeity  is  to  the  fceptre  lent:”  See.  See . 


No.  XXV. 

« 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same, 

« 

te  Manchejler , 1788. . 

« 

cc  I AM  much  pleafed  with  your  report  of  the 
flate  of  the  Blue-Coat  Hofpital  at  Chefter.  Have 
you  read  Dr.  Parr’s  Difcourfes  on  Education,  and 
on  the  Plans  purfued  in  Charity-Schools?  rl hey  are 
well  worthy  your  attention;  as  you  will  readily  be- 
lieve any  production  mud  be  which  comes  from  the 
pen  of  the  editor  of  6 Bellendenus.,  Permit  me  alfo 
to  recommend  to  you  a little  traCt  in  the  Repofitory, 
(a  new  periodical  work,  publiihed  every  fortnight,) 
entitled,  c Confiderations  on  the  State  of  the  Poor.* 
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<c  As  I am  now  afTuming  the  office  of  literary  pur- 
veyor to  you,  I will  venture  to  advife  your  perufal 
of  ‘A  General  View  of  the  African  Slave-Trade; 
‘^emonftrating  its  Injuft  ice  and  Impolicy.*  This  little 
piece  is  afcribed  to  Mr.  ***,  of  Liverpool,  and  does 
great  honour  to  his  abilities.  I confefs  I feel  myfelf 
delighted  with  the  general  ardour  which  has  difplayed 
itfLlf  for  the  abolition  oi  flavery,  and  the  execrable 
trade  in  human  mifery.  The  citizens  of  Briftol,  the 
inhabitants  of  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  and  Man- 
chefter,  (all  apparently  interefted  in  their  continu- 
ance,) have  united  in  petitions  to  Parliament,  ex- 
preffive  of  their  abhorrence  of  fuch  injudice  and 
inhumanity. 

“ I rejoice  that  your  abolition  fcheme*  has  been 
adopted  with  fuch  fuccefs  in  New-England.  Health 
and  liberty  are  thetwobleffings  whichchieflyconftitute 
the  value  of  life;  and  to  fecure  them  in  the  higheft 
practicable  degree  to  mankind,  is  the  earned  wiffi  of 
genuine  philanthropy;  and  ffiould  be  the  endeavour 
of  every  individual,  when  a proper  occafion  prelents- 
itfelf.  It  is  an  excellent  maxim,  and  may  always  be 
oppofed  to  fupinenefs,  “ No  effort  is  in  vain.’* 

* Scheme  for  exterminating  the  Small -Pox. 
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F 'om  the  Same  to  the  Same . 

<£  Manchejier , 1788. 

“ I AM  felicitous  to  receive  your 

flri&ures  on  my  Taxation  efifay.  It  was  haflily  printed 

V 

from  my  MS.  IF  I have  fallen  into  any  material 
errors,  I (hall  reprint  the  paper,  with  the  necefTary 
corrections,  before  the  third  volume  of  our  Society’s 
Memoirs  is  publifhed.  Let  me  hear  from  you 
very  foon. 

“ I promifed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burgefs,*  of  C.  C.  C. 
Oxford,  for  himfelf  and  for  his  learned  friend,  Mr. 

B , chaplain  to  the  Bifhop  of  Sal  fbury,  your 

two  charity  papers;  but  find  myfelf  unable  to  fulfil 
my  word,  having  no  copies  of  them.  Pray  furnilh 
me  with  half  a dozen  of  each.  They  have  been 
greatly  approved  by  many  judicious  perfons.  Mr. 
Burgefs  has  moft  laudably  intereded  himfelf  in  the 
eflablifhment  of  Sunday-Schools.  He  has  favoured 
me  with  feveral  admirable  traCts  for  the  promotion  of 
thefe  plans. 


* Now  Bifliop  of  St.  David's. 
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“ But  what  do  you  think  of  the  following  paffage 
from  the  advertifement  to  a pamphlet,  entitled, 

‘ The  Child’s  fird  Leffons  in  Religion,’  which  I re- 

* 

ceived  a few  days  ago: — c Doctrines,  therefore,  which 

* • . 
cannot  be  made  comprehenfible  to  the  utmod  per- 
fection of  human  reafon,  can  never  be  fo  well  taught 
as  in  the  mod  docile  date  of  the  mind,  before  it  has 
acquired  the  prfefumption  of  rejecting  whatever  it 
cannot  comprehend.’  What  better  plea  would  a 
Roman  Catholic  require  for  ingrafting  the  doCtrine 
of  tranfubdantiation  in  the  mind  of  his  pupil  ? Can 
there  be  a more  effectual  mode  than  this  devifed  for 
creating  fcepticifm  amongd  men,  when  they  come  to 
think  and  reafon  ? For  when  fuppofed  errors  are 
intimately  combined  with  truth,  the  difcrimination 
between  them  is  often  fo  difficult,  that  both  are  re- 
jected together.  The  infidelity  of  Voltaire,  and  of 
many  others,  clearly  arofe  from  their  zeal  to  eman- 
cipate themfelves  from  c all  the  nurfe,  and  all  the 

* pried  had  taught.’ It  is  related  of  Augudus, 

F.leCtor  or  Saxony,  that  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
enquired  of  his  confeffor  whether  the  real  prefence 
was  affuredly  a doCtrine  of  Chridianity?  cc  Mod 
“ affuredly,”  faid  the  pried.  c Then,’  faid  the 
Elector,  ‘ it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  be  a Chridian.” 
vol.  i.  ]c 
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<e  But  i am  deviating  from  the  pyrpofe  of  this 
letter,  which  is  to  remind  you  of  the  long  one  I wrote 
to  you  fome  time  ago,  and  to  requefl:  an  imme- 
diate anfwer.  I had  a friendly  letter  from  the  Bifhop 
of  Landaff  -this  morning.  He  has  purchafed  an 
eftate  on  the  banks  of  Windermere,  and  is  now  di- 
recting plantations,  improvements,  8c c.” 


No.  XXV11.* 

From  the  Same , to  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Palet. 

^ “ Manchejler , June  20,  1788. 

<c  WHAT  apology  fhall  I offer  for  the  liberty  I 
am  now  prefuming  to  take  with  you?  The  very 
high  refpeft  which  I entertain  for  your  talents  and 
character,  operates  upon  me  at  once  as  an  incitement 
and  rehraint  j and  whilft  I am  folicitous  to  avail  myfelf 


* The  following  letter,  although  it  was  written  on  a private  and 
perfonal  occafion,  has  appeared  to  me,  on  two  accounts,  worthy 
ofinfertion  in  the  prefent  collection,  the  purpofe  of  which  is  to 
difplay  the  genuine  views  and  conduct  of  the  writer;  firft,  becaufe 
it  difclofes  the  fentiments  which  he  uniformly  profeffed  on  the 
fubjeft  of  religious  eftablifhments;  and  iecondly,  as  it  manifefts 
the  candour  and  liberality  of  his  conduct  on  the  occafion  of  his 
fon’s  embracing  the  profeffion  of  the  Church,  in  preference  to  his 
original  deftination. 
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of  your  counfel  and  affidance,  I am  diffident  in  re- 
quefting  them,  from  a confcioufnefs  of  having  no 
claim  to  be  honoured  with  either.  But  the  occafion 
requires  a facrffice  of  feeling  to  judgment;  and  I 
ffiali  truft  to  your  goodnefs  to  excufe,  if  peculiar 
reafons  do  not  juftify,  my  prefent  application  to  you. 

“ My  olded  fon,  whom  I intended  for  the  pro- 

♦ 

feffion  of  phyfic,  by  his  refidence  at  St.  John’s  Col- 
lege, and  connexions  in  Cambridge,  has  had  his 

views  changed,  and  is  now  ftrongly  inclined  to  go 

■ 

into  the  Church.  But  previous  to  his  final  decifion, 
lie  willies  to  fettle  his  mind  on  feveral  important 
topics  comprehended  in  the  Articles  of  Faith.  The 
chapter  on  Religious  Efbiblifhments,  in  your  excel- 
» lent  Syilem  of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy,  has  had 
i great  weight  with  him;  and  he  has  this  morning 
expreffcd  to  me  an  earned  dedre  to  have  the  benefit 
o(  your  perfonal  indruXions,  on  points  fo  intereding 
• to  his  future  peace,  profperity,  and  ufefulnefs.  Is  it 
tpoffible  for  him  to  enjoy  this  fingular  privilege,  for 
tne  fpace  of  a few  weeks?  I flia.ll  cordially  acquiefce 

I, 

:1  any  terms  that  you  may  preferibe,  and  with  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  obi  igation  to  you. 

“Iam  a Diffenter ; but  aXuated  by  the  fame 
•pirit  of  catholicifm  which  you  poffefs.  An  edabliffi- 

k 2 
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ment  I approve ; the  Church  of  England,  in  many 
refpefts,  I honour;  and  fliould  think  it  my  duty  to 
enter  inftantly  into  her  communion,  were  the  plan 
which  you  have  propofed  in  your  tenth  chapter  car- 
ried into  execution.”  * * * 


No.  XXVIII. 

i 

From  the  Rev,  Archdeacon  Paley  to  Dr,  Percival , 


66  Car  lift e , June  25,  1788. 

“ 1 DESIRE  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the 

many  obliging  expreflions  of  refpecl  which  your  letter 

contains.  If  the  hate  of  my  engagements  had  allowed 

me  to  fpare  a few  weeks  to  a perfonal  conference  with 

yourfon  upon  any  fubjeft  of  doubt  which  he  fliould 

chance  to  propefe,  it  would  have  been  a pleafure  to 

me  to  have  complied  with  your  wifhes,  from  a fenfe 

« 

both  of  private  obligation  and  of  public  efteem.  As 
my  time  is  at  prefen t very' little  in  my  own  power, 
and  my  being  at  home  very  uncertain,  I know  not 
how  I can  contribute  to  your  Ion’s  fatrsfaction  in  any 
better  way  than  by  fending  you  a few  additional 
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explanatory  obfervations  upon  what  I have  written  in 
my  chapter  entitled,  c Of  Subfcription.’ 

“ i ft.  If  any  perfon  underhand  and  believe  all  the 
feveral  proportions  in  the  thirty-nine  Articles,  and  in 
the  Liturgy  and  Homilies,  which  they  recognize, 
there  can  be  no  place  for  doubt. 

2d.  If  a perfon  think  that  every  fuch  propor- 
tion is  probable,  or  as  probable  as  the  contrary  or 
any  other  fuppofition  on  the  fubjeft,  there  can  be  no 
juft  caufe  of  fcruple. 

3d.  If  a perfon,  after  ufing  due  enquiry,  under- 
hand fome  of  the  proportions  in  the  thirty-nine 
Articles,  but  not  all,  and  alTent  to  thofe  proportions 
which  he  does  underhand,  I think  he  may  fafely 
fubfcribe. 

cc  4th*  If  a perfon  think  any  part  of  the  difcipline 
government,  rites,  or  wonliip  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land to  be  forbidden , he  certainly  ought  not  to  fub- 
fcribe ; but  certain  parts  of  thefe  being  not  com- 
manded, or  not  the  beh  poffible,  or  not  good  and 
ufeful,  or  not  reafonable,  (for  many  things  may  be 
abfurd,  and  yet  very  innocent,)  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
a fufEcient  ground  of  objection. 

<c  5th.  If  there  be  certain  particular  proportions  in 
the  Articles  which  he  dilbelicves,  although  he  ahent 
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to  the  main  part  of  them,  as  well  as  to  the  lawfulness 
of  the  eftablifhed  government  and  worfhip  of  the 
Church,  then  arifes  the  cafe  in  which  the  principal 
difficulty  confifts.  And  as  to  this  cafe,  I find  no  rea- 
fon,  upon  much  re-confideration,  to  quellion  the  prin- 
ciple I have  laid  down,  viz.  6 that  if  the  intention  and 
c view  of  the  legiflature  which  impofed  fubfcription, 

c be  Catisfied,  it  is  enough.’  But  here  comes  a doubt5 

\ / 

whether  we  can  be  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  terms 
of  fubfcription,  that  is  to  fay,  the  words  of  the 
flatute,  to  collect  the  intention  of  the  legiflature  or 
not.  If  we  look  to  the  terms  of  the  fubfcription,  they 
feem  to  require  a pofitive  affent  to  each  and  every 
propofition  contained  in  the  Articles,  fo  as  that 
believing  any  one  fuch  propofition  to  be  untrue,  is 
inconfiftent  with  fubfcription.  If  we  may  be  allowed 
to  judge  of  the  defign  and  object  of  the  legiflature 
from  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  the  ordinary  maxims 
of  human  conduct,  it  appears  likely  that  they  meant 
to  fence  out  fuch  feCts  and  characters  as  were  hoftile 
and  dangerous  to  the  new  eflablifhment,  viz.  Popery, 
and  the  tenets  of  the  Continental  Anabaptifts ; rather 
than  expert,  what  they  mufl  have  known  to  be  im- 
practicable, the  exa£t  agreement  of  fo  many  minds 
in  fuch  a great  number  of  controverted  propofitions. 
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<c  Now,  concerning  this  doubt,  viz.  whether  we 
may  or  may  not  go  out  of  the  terms  of  the  ffatute 
to  collect  the  defign  of  the  legiflature,  (which  ques- 
tion I think  involves  the  whole  difficulty,)  I can  only 
fay  that  a court  of  juffice,  in  interpreting  written 
laws,  certainly  could  not,  and  ought  not ; for  any 
fuch  liberty  would  give  to  courts  of  juffice  the 
power  of  making  laws ; but  I do  not  fee  that  any 
danger  or  infecurity  will  be  introduced  by  allowing 
this  liberty  to  private  perfons.  I mean,  that  private 
perfons  affing  under  the  direction  of  a law  may  be 

A 

faid  to  do  their  duty,  if  they  aff  up  to  what  they 
believe  to  be  the  defgn  of  the  legiflature  in  making 
the  law;  whether  their  opinion  of  that  defign  be 
founded  upon  the  terms  of  the  flatute  alone,  or 
upon  the  nature  of  the  fubjecf  and  the  a£lual  pro- 
bability. 

<c  If  I had  the  pleafure  of  your  fon’s  prefence,  I 
know  not  whether  I ought  to  fay  any  thing  more. 
It  is  the  office  of  an  advifer  in  fuch  cafes  to  fuggeff 
general  principles.  The  application  of  thefe  princi- 
ples to  each  perfon’s  cafe  muff  be  made  by  the  per- 
fon  himfelf,  who  alone  knows  the  ffate  of  his  own 
thoughts.  I have  only  to  add,  that  Burnet’s  feems  a 
lair  explication  of  the  fenfe  of  the  Articles.” 
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From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Priestley . 


<e  Manchejier , Sept,  27,  1788. 

“ - - - - IS  fuccefs  likely  to  attend  the  propofed 
application  to  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  Teh  A£ts  ? I fear  not.  I am  delighted 
with  the  advancement  of  M.  Neckar  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  of  France.  This  great  minifter 
may  have  it  now  in  his  power  to  realize  the  projeft 
he  has  fuggefled,  of  a Compatt  amongfl  the  mari- 
time hates  of  Europe  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  My  friend.  Dr.  Frolfard,  the  Protehant 
clergyman  at  Lyons,  is  patronized  by  him  in  a work  he 
is  about  to  publifh,  on  the  injuflice  and  the  impolicy 
of  the  traffic.  I have  fent  to  him  and  to  M.  Neckar 
mod  of  the  trafls  on  this  fubjeft  which  have  ap_ 
peared  in  England  ; and  Madame  Neckar  informs  me 
that  fhe  has  tranflated  and  difperfed  many  of  them 
through  France.” 
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No.  XXX. 


From  the  Bishop  of  Landaff  to  Dr,  Percival, 


cc  Amblcfide , Ofi,  22,  1788. 

cc  YOUR  obliging  favour  followed  me  to  this 
place,  where  I have  been  about  ten  days,  and  where 
I mean  to  flay  about  fix  days  longer,  looking  after  an 
eflate  which  I have  purchafed  on  the  banks  of  Win- 
dermere. I have  to  thank  you  for  your  two  pam-  ' 
phlets.  That  on  the  fubjefl  of  Taxation  appears  to 
me  clofely  written  ; though  the  principle  which  I 
have  formed  to  myfelf  of  the  magiflrate’s  powder  as 
to  property,  would  make  me  queflion  fome  parts  of 
it.  The  principle  is  this ; I confider  property  as 
very  much  the  creature  of  civil  fociety,  and  the 
fupreme  magiflrate  as  authorifed  to  apply  the  whole 
of  the  property  of  every  individual  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  whole  community.  An  infinity  of  ques- 
tions of  tedious  difcuffion  arife  out  of  this  principle, 
which  refpecl  the  abufe  of  this  power  of  the  magis- 
trate in  pleading  that  neceffity,  in  applying  the 
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levies  improperly,  in  railing  them  partially,  Sc  c.  An 
individual  has  no  right,  I think,  to  refill  a tax  levied 
by  the  legiflature;  but  when  he  thinks  the  legiflature 
has  betrayed  its  trull,  he  has  a right  to  fay,  I will 
withdraw  myfelf  from  being  a member  of  that  fgei- 
ety.  The  fubje£l  is  a very  delicate  one,  and  you  have 
treated  it  with  liberality,  and  yet  with  circumfpeclion  : 
but  many  perfons  will  differ  from  you  in  fome 
points.* 

I lhall  be  very  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of 
being  of  fervice  to  your  foil  by  any  advice  I can  give 
him ; and  I much  approve  your  conduft  in  leaving 
him  to  fix  upon  a profefiion  for  himfelf.  I fear  no 
great  liberality  in  church  matters  is  to  be  expected 
at  prefent.  The  efforts,  however,  of  individuals  are 
of  ufe ; and  I am  happy  in  having  borne  my  tefti- 
rnony  to  the  necefiity  of  a reformation.  My  health 
is  certainly  not  worfe,  and  I think  I may  fay  it  is 
better  than  before  I left  off  all  literary  purfuits.  I 
have  turned  my  thoughts  to  planting,  and  the  culti- 

* The  principle  which  Dr.  Pcrcival  lays  down,  is  the  fol- 
lowing i — The  moral  obligation  to  pay  taxes  refults  horn  the 
« Allegtance  due  to  the  fovereign  power,  for  the  protection 
« which  it  affords  to  life,  liberty,  and  property ; and  for  the  energy 
« which  it  exerts  in  the  promotion  of  order,  induftry,  virtue,  and 
“ happinefs.’5 
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vation  of  an  improvable  eftate  ; that  I may  thereby 
be  induced  to  be  much  in  the  open  air,  which  I hat- 
ter myfelf  1 fhall  find  Angularly  beneficial  to  me.” 


No.  XXXI. 

i 

From  the  Rev.  T.  Burgess , C.C.C.  Oxford , (now 
Bijhop  cf  St.  David9 s ) to  Dr.  Bercival . 

cc  March  i,  1789, 

“ 1 AM  alhamed  of  not  having  written  to  you 
before,  to  thank  you  for  the  account  of  the  Sunday 
Schools  at  Manchefler,  which  you  were  fo  obliging  as 
to  fend  me  at  Salifbury.  It  gave  me  great  pleafure 
to  fee  the  fiourifhing  hate  of  thofe  fchools  ; and  it 

does  infinite  honour  to  thofe  friends  of  the  poor 

* 

who  have  been  inftrumcntal  to  the  fupport  and  fuc- 

cefs  of  fuch  inflitutions.  I have  another  fubjeft  of 

• 

humanity  to  confult  you  about,  in  which  I know  you 
are  interefted.  I have  been  employed  fome  time  in 
printing  fome  ‘ Confiderations  on  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade ; 9 in  which  I have  occa- 
fion,amongft  other  tli:ngs,to  controvert  the  commonly 
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alleged  incapacity  of  the  negroes  for  intellectual  im- 
provement. Our  friend,  Mr. fhewed  me  the 

other  day  an  account  of  that  extraordinary  exertion, 
l will  not  fay  of  memory,  but  of  abftraft  reafoning  in 
the  Maryland  negro,  which  you  fent  him.  As  it  is 
a fact  which  I had  before  feen  in  the  newfpapers,  and 
I have  made  ufe  of  it,  will  you  permit  me  to  mention 
your  authority  for  it,  as  received  from  Dr.  Rufh  ? 

As  I hope  to  get  my  c Confiderations5  out  of  the 

/ 

the  prefs  next  weekj  you  will  much  oblige  me  by- 
giving  me  a few  lines  by  the  return  of  port.** 


No.  XXXII. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  the  Rev . T.  Burgess. 

/ 

66  Manchefter , March  5,  1789. 

“ IT  affords  me  cordial  pleafure,  that  your  fpirited 
and  daffical  pen  is  now  employed  in  the  interefting 
caufe  of  juffice  and  humanity.  I -Ihall  be  impatient 
to  fee  your  c Conffderatious  on  the  Abolition  of 
i Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade  j’  and  as  it  is  probable 
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that  Mr. has  given  you  only  an  abridged  ac- 

count of  the  extraordinary  Maryland  negro,  the  full 
narrative  (hall  be  enclofed.  Of  its  authenticity  I 
have  no  doubt,  as  I know  Dr.  Rudi  to  be  a man  of 
obfervation  and  probity;  and  we  have  now  a gentle- 
man in  Manchefler  who  has  feen  and  converfed  with 
the  Have,  and  who  confirms  the  account  which  has 
been  given  of  him.  The  conteds  about  the  regency 
have  hitherto  abforbed  the  public  attention;  but  the 
happy  re-edablifhment  of  his  Majefty’s  health,  I trull, 
will  foon  reflore  parliamentary  bufmefs  to  its  ufnal 
courfe ; and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  will,  in  a 
month  or  two,  refume  the  fubjed  of  the  African 
Slave  Trade.  In  a letter,  dated  Jan.  22,  from  the 
Bifhop  of  London,  his  Lordfhip  fays  to  me,  c had  the 
4 prefent  miniflry  continued,  I fhould  have  entertained 
c the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  fiiccefs.’  The  prefent 
miniflry,  it  is  now  probable,  will  be  continued;  and 
I heartily  pray  that  this  excellent  prelate’s  fanguine 
hopes  may  be  realized.  The  Marquis  ofLanfdown 
informs  me,  he  has  heard  the  bed  odicers  of  England 
and  France  fay,  that  both  nations  lofe  as  many  Tailors 
as  they  make  in  the  Wed-Indies. 

cc  I am  now  engaged  in  the  perufal  of  Mr.  How- 
ard’s ‘ Account  of  the  Lazarettos,  Prifons,  and  Hos- 
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4 pitals,  iii  Europe/  which  is  juft  come  from  the  prcfs 
in  Warrington,  and  of  which  he  has  favoured  me 
with  a copy.  Concerning  Malta,  he  fays,  4 the 
c knights  being  fworn  to  make  perpetual  war  againft 
4 the  Turks,  carry  off  by  piracy  many  of  the  pea- 
e fants,  ddiermen,  and  failors,  from  the  Barbary  coad. 
4 How  dreadful ! (he  adds)  that  thofe  who  glory  in 
' bearing  on  their  breads  the  fign  of  the  Prince  of 
‘ Peace,  fhould  harbour  fuch  malignant  difpofitions 
‘ againft  their  fellow-creatures,  and  by  their  own 
4 example  encourage  piracy  in  the  dates  of  Bar- 
4 bary.’  I widi  you  could  take  foine  notice  in  your 
work  of  the  flavery  which  dill  virtually  fubfids 
amongd  the  colliers  and  falters  of  Scotland,  though 
nominally  abclidied  by  the  15th  of  Geo.  III.  I11  a 
letter  to  our  Committee,  Dr.  Anderfon  afferts,  that 
the  labour  in  a coal  mine  is  at  lead  three  times  more 

j 

expenfive  than  any  other  common  work  in- the  dis- 
tri&  where  they  refide  ; and  that  it  is  nearly  twice  as 
high  as  the  labour  of  freemen  in  other  coal  mines. 

Have  you  feen  a fpirited  performance  on  the  fub- 
jecl:  of  the  Slave  Trade,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by 
the  Marquis  de  Condorcct  ? Madame  Neckar  has 
trandated  and  circulated  in  France  feveral  of  the  mod 
intereding  Englidi  t raids  on  this  fubjeft. 
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<c  I have  troubled  you  with  a longer  letter  than  it 
was  my  intention  when  I fat  down  ; and  [ (hall  now 
relieve  you  by  an  affurance,  8zc.” 


No.  XXXIII. 

From  Madame  Neckar  to  Dr.  Perceval. 

. * »•  * *.  • 

<c  Versailles , March  9,  1789. 

c£ 1 RECEIVED,  Sir,  in  the  month  of  February 
the  two  excellent  works*  which  you  fent  me  in  Octo- 
ber. AcCuftomed  to  pay  the  greatefl  refpeft  to  your 
talents  and  to  your  labours,  I rejoice  at  the  new  fer- 
vice  which  you  have  rendered  to  humanity,  and  I 
have  already  experienced  in  the  perufal  of  your  books 
much  pleafure  and  entertainment.  It  would  not  be 
poffible  for  me,  confidering  the  little  time  I have  to 
difpofe  of,  to  fend  you  any  remarks  upon  that  variety 
of  topics  which  you  have  treated  in  your  two  volumes. 
You  have  the  art  of  thinking  for  yourfelf,  and  of 
exciting  your  readers  to  think ; of  touching  upon 
fubje&s  which  interefl  mankind  both  individually  and 

* “ Moral  and  Literary  DiiTertations,”  and  u A Father’s 
“ Inftrudtions 
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colle&ively.  I have  read  in  particular,  with  a plea- 
fure  which  I have  not  a long  time  felt,  your  piece 
c On  the  Aflociation  of  Ideas;*  and  I fhall  often  again 
perufe  it  in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  even  though  it 
lhould  not  be  of  long  duration.  It  feems  to  me  that 
your  ingenious  metaphyfics  have  revealed  to  us  fome 
new  fecrets  of  virtue. 

“ Your  willies  for  the  fuppreflion  of  the  Trade  in 
Negroes  are  not  more  ardent  than  mine.  The  Englilh 
have  written  many  treatifes  upon  this  fubjeft,  and 
nothing,  1 think,  ever  did  more  honour  to  their  na- 
tion. But  a general  concurrence  of  all  the  European 
powers  being  wanting  to  effe&uate  the  abolition,  the 
wilhes  of  individuals  have  hitherto  been  rendered 
fruitlefs.  I can  anfwer  for  the  heart  of  M.  Neckar; 
a heart  which  embraces  the  whole  human  race,  and 
which  knows  no  greater  felicity  upon  earth,  than  that 
of  contributing  to  make  their  lot  more  comfortable. 
But  he  mud  endeavour  to  give  a confiftency  to  his 
various  duties,  and  confider  the  pood  of  France  before 
that  of  Africa.  For  my  own  part,  who  judge  of 
things  only  by  fentiment,  and  am  accountable  only  to 
my  own  heart,  I turn  my  thoughts  incellantly  to- 
wards a revolution,  without  which  it  appears  to  me, 
we  can  never  hope  to  be  Chriftians,  or  even  to  be  men. 
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u Go  on,  generous  Englifh,  to  fet  the  example  of 
all  the  good  which  is  done  in  the  world!  and  may 
we  be  always  your  rivals,  and  never  your  enemies' 
I know  enough  of  the  Englifh  to  admire  you,  but  not 
enough  of  your  language  to  enable  me  adequately  to 
tell  you  fo.  I am  now  at  Verfailles,  &c.  &c. 

“ C.  de  Nas  Neckar. 


No.  XXXIV. 

From  Dr,  Percifal  to  Madame  Neckar, 

cc  Manchejler , 1789. 

/ 

“ I CANNOT  decline  the  opportunity  which  my 
friend  M.  ***  affords  me,  of  conveying  to  you  through 
him  my  mod  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
honour  of  your  letter  dated  March.  Your  appro- 
bation of  the  little  works  which  I took  the  liberty  of 
fending  to  you,  is  highly  flattering  to  me.  * * * I 
cordially  congratulate  you  on  the  great  changes  which 
are  now,  I truff,  accomplilhed  in  France ; and  to 
which  M.  Neckar’s  excellent  writings  and  patriotic 
adminiflration  have  powerfully  contributed.  Your 
country  now  prefents  the  mod  intereding  and  augud 
fcene  ever  exhibited  on  the  theatre  of  the  world;  and 
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I hope  no  clouds  will  arife  to  obfcure  the  brightnefs 
of  the  profpeft  which  is  before  you. 

6C  Permit  me  again  to  folicit  your  influence  with 
M.  Neckar,  in  behalf  of  the  Negroes.  The  terms 
in  which  you  {fate  his  comparative  obligations  to- 
wards France  and  Africa,  are  not,  perhaps,  ftricfly 
accurate.  A great  Minifter  is  refponflble  for  the 
honour  and  probity  of  the  people  whofe  affairs  he 
directs ; and  no  end,  however  defirable,  ought  to  be 
purflied  by  unjuflifiable  means.  But  in  nations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  there  exifts  a high  and  magnani- 
mous, as  well  as  a fordid  and  ignoble,  intereff;  and 

whenever  thefe  are  in  competition,  there  can  aflu- 

/ 

redly  be  no  doubt  about  the  preference.  With 
regard  to  the  infamous  trade  in  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  I truft  it  will  appear,  that 
policy  and  profit  are  light  in  the  balance  again ff 
juflice  and  humanity  ; and  that  they  will  befldes, 
eventually,  on  a more  enlarged  view,  be  found  per- 
fectly compatible.  * * * I beg  leave  to  offer  my 
refpe&ful  compliments  to  M.  Neckar,  and  my  fin-cere 
wifhes  that  the  health  and  life  of  one  fo  invaluable  to 
his  country  and  to  mankind  may  long  be  preferved. 

<c  With  the  greatefl  efteem  and  regard,  I have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.” 


I 
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No.  XXXV. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  the  licv.  T.  B.  Percifal. 

<c  Manchcjler , Feb.  1790. 

44  YOUR  letter  was  not  delivered  to  me  till  we 
were  juft  about  to  fet  down  to  dinner,  and  being 
engaged  with  company,  I could  not  comply  with  your 
requeft  to  anfwer  it  by  return  of  poh.  * * * You 
enquire  my  opinion  concerning  the  requifition  from 
Chefler.*  As  to  yourfelf,  I am  affured,  that  on  the 
prefen t,  and  on  every  occallon,  you  will  a 61  as  be- 
comes  a man  of  honour  and  integrity.  Let  your 
judgment  be  unbiased  either  by  a regard  to  private 
intereft,  or  by  that  which  too  often  influences  good 
minds — /’  efprit  du  corps . You  are  called  upon  to 
give  a decilion  in  a caufe  which  affects  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  nearly  three  millions  of  your  fellow 

— m 

Chrift iaris ; and  as  4 he  who  allows  oppreffion,  fliares 
4 the  crime,’  it  behoves  you  to  conllder  well,  whether 

* Requifition  for  a Meeting  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  to  prepare  a Counter-Petition  to  the  Legiflature,  again# 
the  Diirenters,  in  favour  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  A6b. 
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Diflfent  from  the  Church  of  England  can  judify  the 
disfrancliifement  of  fo  large  a body  of  citizens.  To 
me  it  appears  to  derogate  from  the  dignity  and  re- 
fpeclability  of  an  ecclefiailical  edablifliment,  which 
has  for  its  head  and  prote&or  the  Supreme  Magis- 
trate of  the  country;  which  compotes,  by  its  Bifhops, 
a part  of  the  Legiflature;  which  is  fanftioned  by  the 
moft  folemir  laws;  and  which  is  fupported  by  large 
revenues  and  appropriate  honours ; to  feek  for  its 
defence  by  a degradation  and  oppreffion  of  thofe  who 
are  not  within  the  pale  of  its  communion. 

cc  The  Tefl  Act,  when  framed,  was  not  deflgned  to 
a<A  againft  Proteftant  Non-con  for  mills ; from  whom 
no  danger,  either  to  the  Church  or  State,  was  then 
apprehended.  Is  it  therefore  reafonable  now  to  take 
the  alarm ; or  jufiifiable , on  account  of  imaginary 
fears,  to  inflift  real  evils  on  fellow-Proteftants  and 
fellow- fubjeds  ? If  dangers  fliall  hereafter  occur, 

(which  God  forbid!)  they  may  eafily  and  honourably 
be  provided  againft  by  a new  Tefl  Law,  or  by  other 
means  which  the  circumftances  of  the  times  fliall 
fugged,  or  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  devife.  The 
Corporation  Aft  was  a part  of  that  fyflem  of  perle- 
cution,  renewed  again  A the  Non-conformids  under 
the  fecond  Charles;  who,  as  Mr.  Hume  obferves. 
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6 eluded  and  violated  all  his  promifes,  in  the  declara- 
‘ tion  of  Breda,  of  a liberty  to  tender  confciences, 
« and  that  no  man  Ihould  be  difquieted  or  called  in 
« quedion  in  matters  of  religion  which  do  not  didurb 
c the  peace  of  the  kingdom.’  To  perpetuate,  there- 
fore, what  originated  in  fallhood,  injuftice,  and  des- 
potifm,  cannot,  I think,  be  confident  with  the  true 
principles  of  a Church,  which  I have  always  thought, 
and  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  to  be  the  mod 
liberal  in  Chridendom. 

<c  An  ecclefiadical  edablidiment,  which  claims  an 
intimate  alliance  with  the  date,  fecms  to  be  pecu- 
liarly bound  to  promote  the  purity  of  the  laws  ; to 
purge  them  from  all  injuftice,  and  to  aid  the  civil 
magidrate  in  being  a terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a 
friend  and  proteftor  of  thofe  who  do  well.  The 
maxim  which  Cicero  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Scipio, 
may  with  dill  greater  propriety  be  adopted  by  a 
Chridian  church,  c hoc  Diode,  falfum  ejfe  illud  fine 
‘ injuria  non  pojfe  ; fed  hoc  veri  primum  fine  fumma 
c jujiit id  rempublicam  regi  non  pojfe?  It  is  not 
fufficient,  either  in  civil  or  religious  policy,  that  the 
end  purfued  be  good  ; the  means  alfo  to  be  employed 
for  its  attainment  mud  be*  fair  and  honourable. 
But  I will  not  enlarge  further  upon  the  fubjeflh 
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Weigh  it  well.  Confult  ****  j and  however  little 
import  your  decifion  may  be  in  the  general  award, 
to  your  own  mind  it  will  be  of  the  mod  ferious  con- 
ftquence,  that  it  fhould  be  confonant  to  wifdom  and 

re&itude.” 

/ 


No.  XXXVI. 

From  Dr,  Percifal  to  the  Bishop  of  Landafe , 

<c  THE  very  obliging  letter  with  which  your 
Lordfhip  indulged  me,  merited  a more  early  acknow- 
ledgment. I thank  you  for  the  friendly  advice  to 
my  fon*  which  it  contains ; and  I entirely  concur 
with  you  in  opinion,  that  his  time  may  be  more 
ufefully  employed  than  in  the  ftudy  of  Oriental 
literature.  He  is  now  gone  to  Oxford,  and  will  pro- 
ceed from  thence  to  London.  * * * # 

*e  I am  now  fatisfied  that  he  has  chofen  the  pro- 
felTion  bed  adapted  to  his  genius  and  difpolltion.. 
Our  friend,  Mr.  Hornby,!  gives  me  the  pleafmg 
affurance  that  he  is  likely  to  become  an  ornament  to 

* The  Rev.  T.  E.  Percival. 

d The  Rev.  Geoffry  Hornby,  of  Winwick,  in  Lancafhire ; 
under  whom  Mr.  Percival  at  that  time  held  a curacy. 
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it ; and  fpeaks  in  the  highed  terms  of  his  exemplary 
conduft.  That  his  abilities  in  the  pulpit  are  approved, 
may  be  prefumed  from  his  having  been  invited  to 
preach  a public  charity  fermon  in  Mancheder, 
though  lo  young  a man,  and  in  the  lowed  clerical 
order;  and  from  another  invitation  of  the  fame 
kind,  to  deliver  the  anniverfary  difcourfe  at  Liver- 
pool, for  the  benefit  of  the  Infirmary  and  Lunatic 
Hofpital. 

Of  the  feveral  pamphlets  which  you  mention  in 
your  letter,  I have  read  with  the  highelt  fatisfaftion 
thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  of  a Confident 
Protedant.  The  latter,  if  I midake  not,  has  yet 
been  unanfvvered,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  indeed 
unanfwerable : it  is  a model  for  all  polemical 

writers,  and  if  followed,  the  odium  thcologicum  would 
foon  be  at  an  end.  Next  week  I expcft  a vifit  from 
my  friend  Dr.  Priedley,  to  whom  I diall  particularly 
recommend  the  perufal  of  the  paragraph,  page  i io  ; 
becaufe,  I think,  he  is  too  fond  of  c the  petty  artil- 
c lery  of  controverfy.’  In  religious  debates,  Gofpel 
meeknefs  and  charity  are  no  lefs  requifite,  than  Gofpel 
plainnefs  and  fincerity. 

“ Has  your  Lorddiip  feen  the  lad  volume  of  the 
Memoirs  of  our  Literary  Society  ? I hear  it  is  well 
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fpoken  of. — My  fecond  fon,  who  is  now  at  Edin* 
burgh,  and  often  vifits  Lord  Monboddo,  fays,  that 
his  Lordfhip  is  greatly  delighted  with  M.  Chevalier, 
a French  gentleman,  who  has  lately  been  his  guefl, 
who  fpeaks  Greek  fluently,  and  has  afcertained  to 
his  complete  fatisfafiion  the  actual  Lite  of  Troy. 

cc  The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Protefling  Catholic 
Diffenters  appears  to  be  framed  upon  conditions  and 
under  reftri&ions  difcreditable  to  our  Legiflature  at 
this  enlightened  period.  The  provifo  that  the  Act 
fhall  not  extend  to  perfons  writing  againfl:  the  Trinity, 
Mr.  Berrington  told  me,  very  much  furprized  him. 
If  fome  Clarke  or  Calvin  fhall  hereafter  arife  as  refor- 
mers amongfl  the  Romanifls,  our  laws  will  filence 
them  by  penalties  and  punifhments  fit  only  to  be 
inflicted  by  inquifitors.  If  I remember  right,  my 
Lord  Mansfield  made  a diftin&ion  (in  the  caufe  of 
the  Diffenter  v/ho  was  fined  for  not  ferving  the 

office  of  Sheriff)  between  the  difeuflion  and  the  re- 

/ 

viling  of  religion.  The  former  Chriflianity  enjoins ; 
the  latter  is  an  offence  againfl  decency  and  good 
order,  and  perhaps  not  to  be  tolerated.  Yet  the 
civil  magiflrate  who  interferes  even  in  fuch  a cafe, 
engages  ill  what  is  peculiarly  delicate  and  perilous. 
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From  the  Bishop  of  Landaff  to  Dr.  Percifal . 


*c  Calgarth , u,  1791. 

“ DIRECIING  a letter  for  Col.  Townley  to 
you,  puts  me  in  mind  ot  my  omiilion  in  not  anfwering 
your  I aft  letter.  I received  it  at  this  place,  and  con- 
fequently  had  no  opportunity  of  fliewing  any  atten- 
tion to  your  foil  in  London.  I am  fo  totally  taken 
up  with  improving  an  eftate  and  building  a houfe, 
that  I have  no  leifure  for  literary  purfuits  ; and  begin 
to  think  that  the  preceding  part  of  my  life  has  been 
mifemployed.  In  this  retirement,  however,  I have 
read  both  Dr.  Prieftley’s  and  Mr.  Paine’s  anfwers  to 
Mr.  Burke  ; and  admire  them  both.  The  bulk  of 
the  people  In  England  will  admire  Mr.  Burke’s  prin- 
ciples, for  they  have  a caft  of  Toryifm  in  them  ; 
and  the  general  run  of  readers  have  little  and  con- 
fufed  fentiments  concerning  their  natural  or  civil 
rights.  My  health  is  better  than  it  ufed  to  be,  See.” 
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From  Dr.  Percifal  to  * * *.f 

4C  March  1791. 

WHAT  a Iofs  have  we  fuftained,  my  dear 
friend  and  fellow-mourner ! The  fatal  Itroke  which 
has  deprived  us  of  one  fo  valued,  and  fo  ineftimably 
valuable,  will  be  deeply  felt  by  each  of  us,  long  after 
the  turbulent  emotions  of  grief  have  fubfided.  I 
trull  a friendfhip  that  has  been  fo  ftrong  and  perma- 
nent, will  fubfiit  beyond  the  grave ; and  that  we 
fhall  not  only  recognize  the  object  of  our  tender 
regard,  but  enjoy,  in  a more  perfect  and  increafmg 
degree,  all  the  reciprocations  of  love.  Time  feems, 
indeed,  to  fupprefs  fome  of  the  finefl  moral  fentiments 
of  the  heart.  But  the  cefTation  of  an  energy  is  not 
its  extinction  ; and  it  may  be  renewed  in  full  vigour 
by  the  reftoration  of  the  exilting  caufe  which  firft 
called  it  forth.  Of  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  fo  inte- 
refting  to  our  willies,  we  have  fome  proof  in  occur- 


]•  On  occafion  of  the  Death  of  a much-valued  Female  Friend. 
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rences  during  the  prefent  life.  The  dear  companion 

of  our  youth,  whom  we  had  forgotten,  through  the 
% 

Japfe  of  years,  we  meet  again  by  fome  happy  incident 
with  inexpreflible  delight ; and  find  that  our  affeCtion 
{till  exifls  without  abatement.  In  the  world  of  fpirits, 
it  is  probable,  that  our  mental  conflitution  will  remain 
unchanged  in  its  elfence,  though  advancing  to  higher 
and  higher  degrees  of  perfection ; and  as  the  inter- 
courfe  of  a finite  being  can  never  be  infinite,  it  may 
be  prefumed,  that  there  mufl  always  fubfifl  gra- 
dations in  our  moral  fympathies.  Nor  is  partial 
affeCtion  inconfillent  with  general  benevolence.  It  is 
the  centre  from  which  myriads  of  radii  may  proceed, 
extending  to  a wider  and  wider  circumference,  as  our 
knowledge  advances  of  the  intelligent  creation  of 
God.  For  love  is  capable  of  indefinite  augmentation ; 
it  is  a flame,  which,  the  further  it  illuminates,  be- 
comes more  warm  and  bright  to  the  objects  which 
are  nearer  to  it. 

“ In  our  tender  recollections  of  a departed  friend, 
there  feems  to  be  fome  anticipation  of  that  more 
refined  intercourfe  which  we  are  to  enjoy  with  him 
hereafter.  His  infirmities  are  forgotten  ; all  caprice 
and  jealoufy  ceafe  ; and  we  remember  only  his  vir- 
tues and  his  offices  of  love.  May  fuch  be  the 
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renewal  of  our  fociety  with  the  object  whom  we  now 
lament ; and  may  this  rupture  in  the  chain  of  friend- 
ship draw  clofer  the  links  which  flill  remain.” 

****** 


No.  XXXIX. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same, 

44  Manchejier , April  25,  179 1. 

44  TO  enjoy  your  correfpondence,  is  a privilege 
which  I prize  highly  at  all  times;  but  I am  not  fo 
fejfifli  as  to  wifh  for  it  when  inconfiftent  with  your 
important  and  neceffary  avocations.  It  affords  me 
cordial  fatisfaclion  to  find  that  you  rejeft  with  firm- 
nefs  and  confidence  the  doctrine  of  Material ifm ; fo 
far  at  lea.fl:  as  it  includes  the  natural  mortality  of  the 
human  mind.  Whether  the  foul  be  fpirit,  or  fome 
unknown  fpecies  of  matter,  I am  not  felicitous  to 
determine ; but  that  it  is  a principle  diftinff  from  the 
organization  of  the  brain,  and  originally  conflituted 
for  endlefs  exigence,  I ftedfafljy  believe;  and  would 
not  change  the  conviction  for  all  that  philofophy  can 
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* 

that  the  miftaken  zeal  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  for  the  honour 
and  interell  of  Chrifhianity,  has  led  him  to  rejeft  every 
evidence  for  a future  (late,  but  that  which  is  merely 
hiftorical,  the  refurre&ion  of  our  Saviour  from  the 
dead.  Though  I ferioufly  believe  in  the  truth  of 
the  Gofpel,  I freely  confefs  that  fuch  evidence' would 
have  been  infufficient  to  fatisfy  my  doubts,  if  I had 
conceived  that  the  life  and  immortality  brought  to 
light  were  repugnant,  as  my  friend  aflerts,  to  every 
analogy  of  creation,  and  every  diicovery  of  uninfpired 
reafon.  The  revelation  of  Christ  I regard  as  a 

difplay  of  the  perfection  of  human  intelligence,  as 

. \ 

evincing  what  was  before  feen  darkly,  the  fublimity 
of  our  expectations,  and  the  eternal  duration  and  im- 
provement of  our  created  powers.  This  confonance 
of  revelation  with  reafon,  of  the  religion  of  the  Gofpel 
with  that  of  nature,  affords  an  internal  evidence  of 
its  verity,  more  clear  and  forcible  than  all  the  miracles 
which  are  recorded,  or  all  the  teflimonies  adduced,  of 
their  notoriety. — But  this  topic  fuits  not  the  narrow 
bounds  of  a letter;  and  I mud:  halter*  to  thank 
you,  &c.” 
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No.  XL. 

From  Dr.  Prrcival  to  Dr.  Hat  garth. 

“ Manchejier , 1793. 

“ THE  publication  of  your  44  Sketch”  I have  not 
yet  feen  announced  in  the  papers.  ###*  is  a very 
honed  man,  but  he  will  hand  in  need  of  an  occalional 
fpur  to  his  exertions.  The  delay  in  the  conveyance 
of  your  work  was  mortifying;  and  I lament  that  the 
public  is  now  fo  fully  and  folicitoufly  engaged  in  the 
great  political  events  of  Europe,  as  to  be  lefs  likely 
to  pay  due  regard  to  your  important  propofals.* 
However  you  will  have  executed  the  office  of  a wife 
and  patriotic  citizen  ; and  the  time,  I trull,  will  come, 
when  the  merits  of  your  plan  will  command  general 
edeem,  and  fecure  its  adoption. 

44  I have  thanks  to  return  you,  for  having  fird 
recommended  to  my  notice  M.  Neckar’s  productions. 


* Propofals  for  exterminating  the  Small-Pox. 
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All  his  works  I have  fuccelTively  read,  with  great 
attention  and  fatisfa&ion.  His  EfTay  on  the  Execu- 
tive Power,  I procured  nearly  twelve  months  ago. 
It  contains  much  interefling  matter ; and  I am  in- 
clined to  coincide  with  the  author’s  opinions  in  moil 
points  that  are  eiTential.  But  M.  Neckar,  like  all 
foreigners  who  have  written  upon  our  Confiitution, 
confound  its  theory  with  the  adlual  practice.  In 
generals  it  is  excellent  in  both,  but  in  particulars  an 
oppofition  often  fubfirts  between  them.  Thus,  in 
theory,  the  three  ejiates , according  to  Locke,  Somers, 
Montefquieu,  Blackrtone,  &c.  are  independent ; but 
in  pra&ice  they  are  otherwife.  In  theory,  the  King’s 
prerogative  is  limited  by  law;  in  practice,  influence 
(the  modern  fubflitute  for  prerogative)  is  indefinitely 
extended,  and  rapidly  increafmg.  In  theory,  the 
people  ipeak  through  their  reprefentatives ; in  prac- 
tice, this  reprefentation  is  imperfect ; and  through 
this  imperfection,  a fourth  eftate,  as  it  were,  has  been 
created,  not  recognized  by  the  Conftltuticn.  In  the- 
ory, the  King  is  wifely  inverted  with  a negative  power, 
relative  to  thofe  laws  which  he  is  to  execute.  But 
time,  the  greateft  of  all  innovators,  (as  Lord  Bacon 
exprefifes  it,)  feems  to  have  virtually  fet  afide  this 
prerogative,  and  ertablifhed  a fubrtitute  injurious  to 
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morals,  and  unfavourable  to  happinefs.  In  theory1, 
the  King  himfelf  can  do  no  wrong,  for  he  is  coun- 
felled,  and  acts  by  his  Minifters  ; and  it  is  reafonable 
that  they  fhould  therefore  be  refponfible.  Look 
back,  however,  to  the  adminiflration  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  of  many  of  his  fucceffors,  and  this  re- 
fponllbility  will  hardly  appear  practically  to  exift:  but 
the  fubjeCt  is  too  copious  for  a letter.  I am  equally 
with  you  a zealous  lover  of  my  country,  and  a wartfi 
admirer  of  its  form  of  government,  which  I would 
not  have  exchanged  for  any  other,  either  conceived 
or  eftablifhed,  in  the  world.  My  folicitude  is  for  the 
fccurity  of  what  is  fo  invaluable,  by  the  reformation 
of  abufes,  and  by  refloring  to  each  efbite  its  true  dig- 
nity, independence,  and  efficiency.  We  fhould  r.e- 
m ember  alfo,  that  the  human  mind,  in  nations  as  well 
as  individuals,  is  progreffive;  that  to  promote  this 
progrefs  is  one  of  the  moll  important  objects  of  the 
focial  union  ; and  that  political  improvements  fhould 
therefore  proceed  in  a gentle  pace,  but  always  pro- 
portionate to  fuch  advancement.  Happy  would  it 
/ 

have  been  for  the  wretched  and  diffracted  country  of 
France,  if  the  wife  and  temperate  counfels  of  M. 
Neckar  had  been  properly  regarded  by  its  unfortu- 
nate  k:ng,  and  hill  more  unfortunate  people. 
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No.  XLI. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same . 

“ Manchejler , 1793. 

“ THOUGH  writing  renews  emotions  which  it 
is  my  ftudy  and  duty  to  calm,  yet  I cannot,  and 
indeed  ought  not  to  forbear  the  return  of  my  moft 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  your  kind  and  confola. 
tory  letter.  The  fympathy  of  friendfhip  is  a healing 
balm  to  forrow ; and  you  have  fuperadded  confi- 
derations  of  acquiefcence,  equally  dire&ed  to  the 
underflanding  and  the  heart.  I am  fully  fenfible  of 
their  value  and  their  force,  and  through  the  goodnefs 
of  God,  my  mind  has  been  fupported  with  tolerable 
firmnefs  in  this  trying  diipenfation.  Neither  has  my 
health  been  much  impaired,  excepting  for  a few  days 
only ; for  happily  I was  uncommonly  well  during 
feveral  weeks  before  the  melancholy  event  of  my 
fon  s death.  At  the  fame  period  too,  ***  had  juft 
recovered  from  a molLfevere  and  alarming  fit  of  afthma, 
^tol.  i,  m 


/ 
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From  St.  Peterfburgh  alfo,  at  this  critical  jun&ure, 
we  received  with  extraordinary  expedition,  (by  one 
of  the  King’s  meffengers,)  two  letters,  announcing 
the  tidings  of  my  elded  Ton’s  convalefcence,  and  that 
he  was  to  perform  divine  fervice  on  the  following 
Sunday.  In  judgment,  therefore,  we  experienced 
mercy;  and  I feel  devoutly  thankful  to  that  Being  . 
who  gives  and  takes  away  in  love. 

The  origin  of  evil , to  which  you  refer  as  a diffi- 
culty, appears  to  be  fuch  only,  through  the  adoption 
of  an  improper  term.  Of  thofe  phyficai  operations 
that  are  denominated  evil,. we  know  not  the  fnaj 
caufe ; and  from  the  prevalence  of  harmony  and  good 
cognizable  by  us,  we  are  warranted  from  analogy  to 
conclude,  that  all  is  harmonious  and  good.  Abfolute 
phyficai  evil,  therefore,  has  probably  no  exigence  in 
the  univerfe.  And  if  the  world  which  we  inhabit  be 
regarded  in  a relative  view,  not  as  the  portion  of  a 
great  fyftem,  but  as  the  theatre  of  a&ion  to  man,  the 
unceafmg  and  uniform  operation  of  general  laws  will 
be  found  effential  to  the  exercife  of  his  rational  powers, 
and  to  his  comfort,  advancement,  and  well-being  in 
life.  Were  the  (late  of  things  changed,  there  could 
be  no  invedigation,  no  forecad,  no  certainty  either 
of  expe&ation  or  enjoyment. 
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Moral  evil  is  an  improper  term  for  imperfettion, 
that  imperfe&ion  which  is  inherent  in  every  finite 
being.  This  life  is  the  commencement  of  an  immortal 
exigence ; it  is  the  fchool  of  our  infancy,  where  we 
are  to  be  trained  and  difciplined;  where  folly  is  to 
be  corrected,  weaknefs  flrengthened,  knowledge  ac- 
quired, and  virtuous  habits  eftablifhed.  It  is  proba- 
ble, that  through  all  eternity  the  powers  and  faculties 

/ 

of  man  will  be  progreffive;  and  that  as  his  fphere 
enlarges,  his  talents  will  be  more  and  more  exercifed ; 
yet  hill  perhaps  liable  to  occafional  obflacles  and 
deviations  5 for  the  Deity  alone  is  perfeft  and  un- 
erring in  all  his  ways.” 


The  event  which  forms  the  fubjeft  of  the  laft  letter, 
■was  one  of  the  mofl  afflictive  which  human  nature  is  • 
-called  to  Main.  It  was  the  death  of  a beloved  fon,* 
•whofe  endowments  had  railed  high  and  merited  ex- 
pectations of  future  diftinaion,  juft  at  the  period  of 
completing  the  courfe  of  a liberal  education.  He 

4 

I 9 T 

James  Pcrciva!,  the  fecond  Ton  of  the  fubjeft  of  this  narrative, 
fiee  Appendix  F. 
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fell  a facrifice,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age, 
(February  25th,  1793,)  to  a malignant  fever,  which 
he  had  contra&ed  whilft  profecuting  his  medical  fludies 
at  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 

To  eftimate  the  lofs,  or  defcribe  the  forrow  occa- 
fioned  by  fuch  an  event,  need  not  be  attempted  by 
the  writer  of  thefe  Memoirs.  He  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from  obferving,  in  memory  of  one  fo  deeply 
lamented,  that  indications  of  future  eminence,  more 
flattering  to  the  individual,  or  more  gratifying  to  a 
parent,  than  thofe  which  marked  his  dawning  talents, 
are  feldom  granted  by  nature  with  equally  indul- 
gent bounty.  The  fincere  and  generous  affections 
of  his  mind  difplayed  at  once  the  faired:  chara&eri  flics 

1 

of  moral  excellence.  His  intercourfe  with  books  and 
with  the  world  had  already  furnifhed  him  largely 
with  ufeful  acquifltions ; whilft  the  value  of  that 
knowledge  was  enhanced  by  the  imprefs  which  it 
received  from  his  own  underftanding.  Nor  was  the 
light  of  genius  wanting  to  give  luftre  to  his  varied 
powers;  his  eflays,  both  in  literature  and  fcience, 
gave  aflurance,  that  performances  of  no  feeble  merit 
might  be  the  fruit  of  a riper  period;  and  that  his 
talents,  doomed  as  they  were  to  an  unexpe&ed  grave, 
did- not  perifh  in  untimely  vigour. 


OF  THOM  AS  PEROIVAL,  M.  D.  clxXXl 

The  affliction  experienced  on  this  melancholy  oc- 
cafion  was  aggravated  by  the  Jofs  which  Dr.  Perciva! 
had  recently  fuftained,  in  the  removal  of  his  elded 
fon  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  where  he  redded  as  Chaplain 
to  the  Factory  of  Britifh  Merchants.  Of  his  return' 
from  that  diftant  fettlement,  little  expectation  could 
be  indulged  for  many  years;  fo  that  the  fubjeft  of 
this  narrative  might  feel  himfelf  bereft  on  a fudden, 
by  thefe  events,  of  his  earlied  and  mod  valued  hopes. 
But  his  mind  was  open  to  the  confolations  of  reafon ; 
and  he  cherifhed  with  delight  the  animating  refources 
of  his  religion. — The  fird  purfuit  in  which  he  fought 
relief  from  the  deje&ion  of  his  mind,  was  the  invedi- 
gation  of  the  intereding  but  difficult  quedion  refpett- 
ing  the  purpofe  of  moral  and  phyfical  evil.  The 
difquifition  which  he  formed  on  that  fubjefl  with  much 
care  and  deliberation,  beddes  its  merit  in  other  refpe&s, 
furnidies  no  light  manifedation  of  the  energy  and  the 
cheerfulnefs  of  his  piety.  It  was  afterwards  published 
by  him,  (in  the  third  part  of  “ A Father’s  Indruc- 
“ lions,”)  and  entitled,  A Difcourfe  on  the  Divine 
Permiffion  of  Evil,  Phyfical  and  Moral. 

Dr.  Perciva!  occupied  himfelf  foon  afterwards  in 
forming  a Code  of  Inditutes  and  Precepts,  defigned  to 
legulate  the  conducd  of  the  medical  faculty  ; a work 
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which  he  had  already  commenced,  with  a view  to 
the  benefit  of  the  fon,  whofe  death  he  was  now  de- 
ploring. Under  the  title  of  Medical  Jurifprudencc , 
it  was  committed  to  the  prefs ; not  for  the  immediate 
purpofe  of  publication,  but  in  order  to  diftribute 
copies  of  the  work  to  his  numerous  literary  and  pro- 
feflional  friends,  for  the  advantage  of  their  judgment 
and  criticifm.  The  Treatife  has  fince  undergone  fome 
improvement  and  confiderable  enlargement,  and  is  at 
prefent  before  the  public,  under  the  more  appropriate 

title  of  Medical  Ethics. The  following  letters  are 

among  the  number  of  thofe  which  the  author  received 
in  return  for  his  communication  of  the  work,  in  its 
firft  form.  They  are  fele&ed  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
not  becaufe  they  are  more  flattering,  or  poflibly  more 
judicious,  teflimonies  of  its  merit,  than  many  others 
but  becaufe  they  proceeded  from  judges  of  acknow- 
ledged abilities ; the  former,  medical  practitioners  of 
the  firfi:  eminence ; the  latter,  a profound  adept  in 
criticifm  and  morals. 


v • 
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No.  XLII. 

From  Dr,  Heberden  to  Dr.  P recital. 

* * I 

c 6 Windfor , Aug.  28,  1794. 

“ IT  is  owing  to  my  diftance  from  London  that  I 
have  not  fooner  made  my  acknowledgments,  and 
returned  my  thanks  for  your  very  obliging  letter. 
y our  being  able  to  refume  the  work  you  had  in 
hand,  makes  me  hope  that  your  good  principles, 
with  the  aid  of  time,  have  greatly  recovered  your 
mind  from  what  you  muft  have  buffered  on  occafion 
of  the  gveat  lofs  in  your  family  ; and  your  attention 
in  the  profecution  of  it  will  powerfully  affift  in  per- 
fectly reftoring  your  tranquillity.  What  you  have 

already  communicated  to  the  public  with  fo  much 

* 

juft  applaufe,  fliews  you  to  be  peculiarly  well  quali- 
fied for  drawing  up  a code  of  Medical  Ethics,  by  the 
juft  fenfe  you  have  of  your  duties  as  a man,  and  by 
the  maflerly  knowledge  of  your  profefhon  as  a phy- 
fician.  I hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  fliects 
already  printed  come  to  my  hands ; and  I return  you 
many  thanks  for  intending  to  favour  me  with  a fight 
•f  them. 


I 
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“ The  pleafure  of  a vifit  from  one  of  Dr.  Hay- 
garth’s  merit,  whom  I have  long  known  and 
efteemed,  would  probably  give  me  fpirits,  and  make 
me  think  myfelf  lefs  broken  than  I am.  I have 
entered  my  eighty-fifth  year ; and  when  I retired  a 
few  years  ago  from  the  practice  of  phyfic,  I trull  it 
was  not  with  a wifli  to  be  idle,  which  no  man  capa- 
ble of  being  ufefully  employed  has  a right  to  be;  but 
becaufe  I was  willing  to  give  over  before  my  prefence 
of  thought,  judgment,  and  recollection  were  fo  im- 
paired, that  I could  not  do  juftice  to  my  patients* 
It  is  more  definable  for  a man  to  do  this  a little  too 
foon  than  a little  too  late ; for  the  chief  danger  is 
on  the  fide  of  a man  not  doing  it  foon  enough,” 


No.  XLIIL 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same , 

“ Pall-Mall , Oft.  15,  1794. 

**  BY  miflake  or  negleft  of  the  perfon  left  in  my 
houfe  in  London,  to  which  I am  juft  returned,  your 
code  of  Medical  Jurifprudence  had  been  fent  hither 
fome  time  before  I had  been  made  acquainted  with 
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it.  I have  read  it,  and  do  not  wonder  that  nothing 
could  be  found  by  me,  or  by  any  one,  to  add  or  to 
alter,  after  a work  cf  this  kind  had  puffed  through 
the  hands  of  one  fo  much  matter  of  the  fubjeft,  and 
who  had  taken  no  little  time  to  confidcr  it,  and  to 
make  the  proper  improvements.  I am  confident  that 
the  fame  might  be  faid  of  them,  were  I to  read  the 
two  chapters  that  remain  to  be  finifhed.  If  your 
judicious  advice  and  rules  were  duly  obferved,  they 
would  greatly  contribute  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
the  profeffion,  and  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  pro- 
feffors.  d here  has  lately  been  ettabliflied  in  feveral 
of  the  London  hofpitals,  a plan  of  courfes  of  le&ures 
in  all  the  branches  of  knowledge  ufeful  to  a ftudent 
of  phyfic.  Such  plans,  if  rightly  executed,  as  I have 
no  reafon  to  doubt  they  will  be,  mutt  make  London  a 
fchool  of  phyfic  fuperior  to  mott  in  Europe.  The  ex- 
perience afforded  in  an  hofpital  will  keep  down  the  Iux- 
riance  of  plaufible  theories.  Many  fuch  have  been 
delivered  in  lectures,  by  celebrated  teachers,  with  great 
appluufe;  but  the  ftudents,  though  perfectly  matters 
.of  them,  not  having  corrected  them  with  what  nature 
exhibits  in  an  hofpital,  have  found  thenffelves  more  at 
a lofs  in  the  cure  of  a patient  than  an  elder  apprentice 
of  an  apothecary.  I pleafe  myfelf  with  thinking  that 
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the  method  of  teaching  the  art  of  healing  is  becom- 
ing every  day  more  conformable  to  what  reafon  and 
nature  require  j that  the  errors  introduced  by  fuper- 
flition  and  falfe  philofophy  are  gradually  retreating ; 
and  that  medical  knowledge,  as  well  as  ail  other 
dependent  upon  obfervation  and  experience,  is  con- 
tinually increafing  in  the  world.  The  prefent  race  of 
phyficians  are  poffefTed  of  feveral  mod  important 
rules  of  practice,  utterly  unknown  to  the  ableft  in 
former  ages,  not  excepting  Hippocrates  himfelf,  or 
even  ./Efculapius.” 


No.  XLIV. 


From  Sir  George  Faker , Fart*  fo  Dr»  F ercjt 


64  Jermyn-Jlreet , May  9,  1794 

cc  WHAT  I have  feen  of  the  Medical  Jurifpru- 

dence  meets  with  my  entire  approbation  ; and  I hope 
you  will  foon  have  time  to  complete  the  whole  w’ork. 
The  dignity  of  Phyfic  cannot  any  where  be  well 
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fupported  without  harmony  and  due  fubordination 
among  thole  practitioners  whom  neighbourhood  has 
connected  j nor  can  the  evils  which  are  apt  to  arife  in 
their  common  intercourfe  be  more  probably  averted 
than  by  the  voluntary  fubfcription  of  the  Faculty  to 
fuch  laws  as  you  have  propofed.  In  our  flatute  book 
at  the  College  of  Phyficians,  we  have  a chapter  c De 
c Converfatlone  Morally  fome  parts  of  which  are 
fimilar  to  your  Medical  Jurifprudence;  but  your  laws 
are  fuller  and  more  comprehenfive.  With  refpeCt  to 
them,  I can  truly  fay,  that  I find  much  to  admire,  and 
nothing  to  criticife. 

“ The  honour*  intended  for  me  will  be  much 
valued ; (in  Terentian  phrafe,)  c non  tarn  ob  ipfum 
4 donum  quam  quod  abs  te  datum  * One  may  be  per- 
mitted to  be  proud  of  the  friendfhip  of  good  men, 
without  incurring  the  imputation  of  vanity. 

44  Your  foil’s  Difcourfe  on  Hofpital  Duties  I have 
read  with  particular  pleafure.  It  is  a judicious  and 
elegant  compofition ; and  I congratulate  you,  c qui 
c jilium  habeas  tali  ingenio  praditum.* 


* T he  volume  of  Medical  Ethics  is  infcribed  to  Sir  George 
Baker,  bart. 
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No.  XLV. 

/ 

from  the  Rev . Samuel  Parr , LL.D.  to  the 
Rev . 2".  2?.  Percival , LL.  B . 

% 

(Or,  in  his  abfence,)  to  Dr.  Pf.rcival. 

<c  I RETURNED  hither  a few  days  ago  from 
Birmingham,  where  I had  an  opportunity  of  receiving 
the  publication*  which  your  father  did  me  the  honour 
of  fending  for  my  acceptance.  Permit  me  to  con- 
vey, through  you,  my  thankful  acknowledgments 
for  this  mark  of  his  attention;  and  to  aflure  you, 
that  the  fubjeft  which  you  have  chofen,  and  the  rela- 
tion in  which  you  hand  to  Dr.  Percival,  gave  me,  on 
this  occafion,  a much  keener  curiofity  than  I ufually 
feel  in  fitting  down  to  the  perufal  of  fermons,  even 
where  I have  reafon  to  prefume  that  they  are  well 
intended,  and  well  written. 

<e  I am  not  accuhomed  to  trifle  with  my  corres- 
pondents, or  to  degrade  myfelf  by  the  jargon  of 

* “ Difcourfe  on  ITofpital  Duties,”  by  the  Rev.  T.  C.  Percival, 
annexed  to  the  Treatife  on  “ Medical  Ethic?. 
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vague  and  trite  panegyric  ; but  to  you,  Sir,  I fpeak 
only  the  language  of  juft  and  fmcere  commendation, 
when  I fay  that  my  expe&ations,  high  and  eager  as 
they  were,  have  not  been  difappointed. 

“ With  ftriking  and  peculiar  felicity  you  have 
blended  the  elegance  of  a Diftertation  with  the  feri- 
oufnefs  of  a Sermon.  Your  topics  are  fele&ed  with 
propriety,  and  arranged  with  exattnefs ; your  ftyle 
is  poliftied  without  gaudinefs,  and  animated  without 
extravagance.  Your  remarks  are  fuch  as  could  occur 
only  to  a mind  deeply  interefted  in  the  fubjeft,  a J 
amply  qualified  for  the  difcuflion  of  it  by  frequent 
nd  accurate  obfervation.  In  the  appeals  which  you 
have  made  to  the  paffions  of  your  hearers,  you  have 
wifely  abftained  from  popular  and  rampant  exaggera- 
tion ; and  the  fa<fts  which  you  have  fet  before  their 
underftandings,  equally  deferve  confideratioa  from 
every  prejudiced  obje&or  and  every  enlightened  well- 
wifher  to  the  Inftitution  which  you  meant  to  recom- 
mend. Through  the  range  which  you  have  taken 
over  the  various  claffes  of  duty  afligned  to  perfons  of 
various  profeffions,  you  will  find  a willing  and'  atten- 
tive follower  in  every  man  who  is  capable  of  reflech 
ing  on  that  happy  order  of  things,  in  which  earthly 
and  fpiritual  wifdom,  compafficn,  and  piety,  the  dili* 
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gence  of  the  unlearned,  and  the  /kill  of  the  learned, 
are  all  made  to  co-operate  in  the  great  and  facred 
caufe  of  benevolence.  Of  philofophy  you  have 
employed  enough,  and  not  more  than  enough,  to 
infufe  freih  vigour  into  fome  of  the  more  important 
parts;  and  over  the  whole  you  have  fprinkled  the  pre- 
cious dew  of  Scripture,  judicioufly  and  reverently. 

<e  Such,  Sir,  are  the  impreffions  left  upon  my 
mind  by  the  perufal  of  your  excellent  Difcourfe ; and 
perhaps  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  hear,  that  my 
veVy  accomplifhed  and  worthy  friend,  Dr.  John- 
done,  fpoke  of  it  in  terms  of  approbation  fimilar  to 
my  own. 

“ In  regard  to  the  advertifement  which  is  prefixed 
to  it  In  the  name  of  Dr.  Percival,  I could  not  read 
it  without  a pang.  I cannot  reflet  upon  it  without 
flrong  emotions  of  fympathy  with  him  on  the 
lofs  of  fuch  a fon,  trained  up  under  the  aufpicious 
example  of  fuch  a father  to  erudition,  fcience,  and 
virtue. 

« Prefent,  Sir,  I beg  of  you,  my  bed  refpe&s  to 
Dr.  Percival ; and  forgive  me,  Sir,  when  I intreat 
•and  even  exhort  you  to  foothe  the  anguifh  of  his 
foul,  by  redoubling  your  own  efforts  in  the  acqui- 
fitionof  knowledge,  in  the  exercife  of  humanity,  and 
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in  the  diffufion  of  thofe  found  and  falutary  inftruc- 
tions  which  unite  the  beft  interefts  of  fociety  with 
the  pure  and  fublime  principles  of  true  religion. 
With  great  elteem  for  your  talents,  and  unfeigned 
wiflies  for  your  welfare,  &c.” 


No.  XL VI. 

iTom  the  Same  to  Dr.  Percival* 

“ Hatton,  Sept.  24,  1794. 

PERMIT  me  to  thank  you  lor  the  kind  and 
elegant  letter  which  I M week  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  from  you ; and  to  allure  you  that  nothing 
but  the  preffure  of  numerous  and  feme  of  them 
important  matters-  would  have  prevented  me  from 
making  a more  early  acknowledgment.  I am  not 
only  no  ftranger  to  the  refpeflability  of  your  general 
charafter;  but  I have  read  with  great  attention  and 
great  fatisfaftion  feveral  of  the  works  by  which  you 
have  adorned  your  profeffion,  and  endeavoured  ably 
to  enlighten  and  improve  mankind.  You  have  a 
right,  therefore,  to  call  upon  my  gratitude  as  well  as 
my  politenefs,  when  you  are  difpofed  to  alk  my  opi- 
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nion  upon  any  intended  publication ; and  you  may 
depend  both  upon  my  earnednefs  to  judge  rightly, 
and  my  readinefs  to  communicate  my  judgment  fairly 

and  refpe&fully.  1 ought  to  do  fo,  whether  I con- 

• 

ilder  the  importance  of  the  fubjed,  or  the  abilities 
and  virtues  of  the  writer.  Lad  night  I received  a 
copy  of  your  work  on  Medical  Jurifprudence,  and 
this  morning  1 have  given  to  the  perufal  of  it  all  the 
time  I could  fpare  from  fome  critical  enquiries  which 
I am  making  for  the  ufe  of  an  old  friend,  and  the 
refult  of  which  I mud  communicate  by  to-day’s  pod. 

“ I have  read  the  three  fil'd  chapters,  and  in  no 

• f \ 

one  indance  did  I feel  one  moment’s  hefitation  in 
aflenting  to  your  fage  and  humane  obfervations. 
The  light  of  Beccaria’s  name  forcibly  hurried  away 
1 my  eye  to  the  lad  chapter;  and  there  I found  fome 
difficulties,  which,  after  re-confidering  them,  I fhall 
take  the  liberty  to  communicate. 

“ You  will  excufe  me  for  dating  that  my  father 
was  an  apothecary  and  furgeon  at  Harrow ; that  he 
was  a man  of  a very  robud  and  vigorous  intellect ; 
that  he  wiffied  to  educate  me  in  that  profeffion 
which  boads  of  Dr.  Percival  as  one  of  its  nobled 
ornaments  ; that  for  two  or  three  years  I attended  to 
his  bufmefs;  and  that  I have  long  been  in  the  habit 
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of  reading  on  medical  fubje&s.  The  great  advantage 
I have  derived  from  thefe  circumftances  is,  that  I 
have  found  opportunities  for  converfation  and  friend- 
fliip  with  a clafs  of  men,  whom  after  a long  and  at- 
tentive lurvey  of  character,  I have  found  to  be  the 
moji  enlightened  profeflional  perfons  in  the  circle  of 
human  arts  and  fciences. 

“ Give  me  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the  happy 
and  honourable  fituation  of  your  very  accomplilhed 
fon;  and  to  exprefs  my  fincere  hope  that  in  his 
increafing  knowledge  and  future  profpe&s  you  may 
find  1 ome  confolation  for  your  melancholy  lofs.” 


\ 


vol.  r. 


a 


CXCIV  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 


Dr.  PERC1VAL  was  now  arrived  at  that  period 
of  life,  when  it  commonly  happens  that  the  energies 
and  vigour  of  maturity  begin  fendbly  to  decline. 
His  bodily  ‘conditution,  which  from  childhood  had 
never  been  robud,  was  preferved  with  diligent  care, 
fo  as  to  fecure  in  a moderate  degree  the  comfort  of 
health,  and  the  capacity  of  exertion.  He  was  dill, 
however,  fubjecl  to  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head- 
ache * and  on  thefe  occafions  he  differed  during  feveral 
hours  the  mod  acute  pain,  fometimes  followed  by 
oppreffive  languor.*  But  with  the  exception  of  this 

* The  habitual  cheerfulnefs  which  Dr.  Percival  maintained  under 
the  frequent  attacks  of  this  diforder,  is  allured ly  worthy  of  remark. 
I am  difpofed  even  to  tranfcribe  in  this  place  the  following  playful 
confolatory  cbfervations,  which  he  effete  to  a much-valued  cor- 
relpondent,  who  was  frequently  afflicted  with  the  fame  malady  : 

“ In  my  fympathy  with  you  under  the  head-ache,  I am  inclined  to 
{‘  derive  fome  comfort,  from  adding  your  highly-refpeCtable  name  to 
<<  a lift  of  very  diftinguiihed  perfonages,  St.  Paul,  Virgil,  Pope, 
“ &c.  Sec.  who  have  enjoyed  ftrong  intellects  with  weak  heads. 
« Sydenham,  a martyr  to  the  gout,  confoles  himfelf  with  the 
« reflection  that  princes,  generals,  admirals,  and  philofophers,  have 
« been  fubjeCt  to  its  tortures;  and  that  it  deftroys  more  rich  than 
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malady,  which  Teemed  to  abate  in  violence  as  he 
advanced  in  years,  his  health  was  feldom  interrupted 
by  any  material  ailment ; and  from  the  encroachment 
of  imaginary  ills  no  man  was  more  perfectly  or  hap- 
pily exempt. 

It  may  perhaps  be  lamented,  that  the  Correfpon - 
dcnce  of  Dr.  Percival,  which  occupies  a preceding 
part  of  this  narrative,  furniflies  few  details  of  the 
events  and  habits  of  his  private  life.  cc  The  buli- 
“ nefs  of  a biographer”  (fays  an  illuflrious  mailer* 
in  that  branch  of  literature)  u is  often  to  pafs  llightly 
“ over  thofe  performances  which  produce  vulgar 

“ poor  perfons,  and  more  wife  men  than  fools.  To  this  ironical 
“ obfervation,  he  fubjoins  one  both  juft  and  pious ; viz.  that  fuch 
“ difpenfations  evince  the  impartiality  of  Divine  Providence,  in 
“ favouring  thofe  who  want  the  conveniences  of  life  with  beneficial 
u exemptions,  and  tempering  the  bleflingsof  others  with  a propor- 
“ donate  admixture  of  evil.” 

“ In  the  hiftory  of  head-ache,  the  fad  mentioned  by  Lady  Ruflell, 

“ in  one  of  her  letters  to  Dr. Fitz william, is  particularly  curious.  Her 
“ Ladyfhip  dates,  that,  ‘ being  to  linger  in  a world  fhe  can  no  more 
“ delight  in,  God  has  given  her  a freedom  from  bodily  p^jn,  to  a 
“ degree  fhe  almoft  never  knew;  notfo  much  as  a ftrong  fit  of  head-  . 
“ ache  having  been  felt  by  her  fince  that  miferable  time,  [the 
execution  of  Lord  RufTell,]  with  which  fhe  ufed  to  be  tormented 
“ yery  frequently.” 

Letter  to  Mrs.  H.  More. 

♦ * Dr.  Johnfon. 

» 
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“ greatnefs,  to  lead  the  thoughts  into  domedic  priva- 
<c  cies,  and  difplay  the  minute  details  of  daily  life  ; 
“ where  exterior  appendages  are  cad  afide,  and  men 
<c  excel  each  other  only  by  prudence  and  virtue/' 
The  precept,  whether  applicable  or  not  to  general 
biography,  might,  on  a partial  view,  feem  appropriate 
to  a character,  which  wras  didinguilhed  by  having 
illudrated,  in  the  mod  minute  and  mod  important 
offices  of  life,  the  fame  perfeft  confidency  of  moral 
conduft.  It  might  judly  be  obferved  of  the  Subject  of 
this  Memoir,  that  the  attributes  of  the  philofopher 
belonged  not  more  properly  to  the  writer  than  to  the 
man  ; and  that  he  ceafed  not  to  aim  at  the  highed 
dignity  of  human  virtue,  by  conforming  his  habitual 
fentiments  to  the  dilates  of  enlightened  reafon; 

TO  (ppoveiv  [ACVOV  CCyO&OV,  TO  <$' 00(p(30VEW  } icxmovT  So 

habitually  temperate  and  meafured  was  his  conduct, 
that,  in  truth,  the  courfe  of  a long  career  furnidied 
fcarcely  any  of  thofe  perfonal  incidents  in  which  vul- 
gar curiofity  is  apt  to  delight.  The  embarraffments 

» 

occafioned  by  the  over-ruling  influence  of  particular 
propenfities,  by  the  obdinacy  of  pride,  or  the  frolics 
of  vanity,  found  no  place  in  the  even  tenor  of  a life 
devoted  to  the  fervice  of  learning  and  philanthropy  5 
a life,  which  exemplified  at  once  the  energy  and  the 
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value  of  thofe  fpeculative  principles  which  philofo- 
phers  have  often  vainly  endeavoured  to  realize.  The 
reader,  therefore,  who  is  acquainted  with  thefe  attri- 
butes of  Dr.  Percival’s  character,  may  recognize  both 
in  his  correfpondence  and  more  finiflied  writings  the 
eflential  features  of  his  difpofition.  The  fame  upright 
and  benevolent  fpirit,  the  fame  candour  of  fentiment 
and  urbanity  of  manner,  the  fame  ardour  for  improve- 
ment  and  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  truth,  were  difeern- 
ible  alike  in  the  productions  of  his  pen,  and  the  con- 
duct of  his  life.  The  “ exterior  appendages  ” to 
which  the  writer  juft  quoted  refers,  hardly  ferved  to 
embellifh,  much  lefs  to  exalt,  the  real  dignity  of  his 
nature.  So  that  the  removal  of  the  veil  which  fome- 
times  conceals,  even  in  great  minds,  a contrariety 
of  fentiment  and  conduct,  could  in  this  inftance 
difclofe  nothing  which  was  not  already  manifeft. 

“ Ne  famam  quidem , cui  etiam  Jape  boni  indulgent , 
“ ojlentanda  virtute , aut  per  artem  quafvoit\ — procid 
“ cemulatione  adverfus  collegas 

In  private  fociety.  Dr.  Percival  delighted  to  indulged 
the  unreferved  and  focial  difpofition  of  his  nature. 
His  more  anxious  purfuits  were  at  once  difmiffed  from 
his  thoughts  ; and  he  exhibited  the  powers  of  his 
underhand ing,  blended  as  they  were  with  the  attri- 
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butes  of  mildnefs  and  candour.  His  fkill  in  conduc- 
ing rational  and  polite  converfation  was  among  the 

moft  confpicuous  of  his  accompliftnnents.  The  trait- 

% 

quil  facility  of  his  difcourfe  rendered  it  peculiarly 
agreeable  to  his  hearers,  and  left  them  at  liberty  to 
admire  the  graces  of  elegance  and  perfpicuity.  Exempt 
alike  from  the  pedantry  of  the  declaimer,  the  man  of 
fafhion,  or  the  ftudent,  he  neither  fought  “ to  dazzle 
« with  a luxury  of  light,”  nor  fludied  to  difguife  the 
real  merit  or  value  of  his  opinions.  He  feldom  how- 
ever aimed  at  wit,  and  {till  more  rarely  at  humour  ; 
except  that  he  occafionally  indulged  a fportive  playful- 
nefs  on  topics,  which  for  the  moment  excited  his  fancy. 
In  the  company  of  {hangers,  his  exertions  vifibly  in- 
creafed,  when  the  energy  and  variety  of  his  difcourfe 
hardly  ever  failed  to  equal  the  occafion  on  which  it 
was  exercifed.  It  has  been  remarked  by  acute  obfcr- 
vers,  that  the  language  and  periods  which  he  ufed 
bore  a (hiking  refemblance  to  thofe  of  his  written 
compofitions : it  might  be  obferved  too,  that  fome- 
times,  though  not  commonly,  his  converfation  afiumed 
a more  regular  and  meafured  form,  than  is  perhaps 
fuited  to  the  unpremeditated  effuhons  of  focial  inter- 
courfc.  But  this  propenfity  was  obvioufly  unconnected 
with  affeCation  of  any  kind,  and  might  proceed  partly 
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from  his  habit  of  attending  to  the  elegancies  of 
fpeech,  and  partly  from  his  native  temper,  which  was 
averfe  both  from  levity  and  indifference. 

The  fociety  of  Dr.  Percival  was  frequently  diver- 
ged by  the  vifits  of  Grangers  and  foreigners  of 

i 

diftin&ion,  who  came  to  indulge  their  curiofity  in 
viewing  the  manufa&ures  and  the  town  of  Mancheffer. 
His  extenfive  correfpondence  with  men  of  eminence 
in  various  departments  was  one  caufe  of  the  frequency 
of  thefe  introductions;  and  doubtlefs  his  own  fame, 
and  his  undifputed  rank  in  the  town  where  he  refided, 
contributed  to  the  fame  circumftance.  Thefe  Grangers 

were  on  all  occafions  received  by  him  with  polite  and 

% 

liberal  hofpitality;  while  their  vifits  afforded  him  the 

opportunity,  which  in  remote  provincial  parts  is  ea- 

✓ 

gerly  embraced,  of  liflening  to  the  hiftory  and  pro- 
ceedings of  foreign  countries. 

It  may  be  hated  here,  in  compliance  with  chrono- 
logical order,  that  the  Subject  of  this  Memoir,  in 
conjunction  with  other  profeflional  and  leading  inha- 
bitants of  Manchefler,  projeCied  a fcheme,  about  this 
time,  for  regulating  the  police  and  the  health  of  the' 
Poor.  The  crowded  and  miferable  habitations  of  the 
lowed  orders  of  that  town,  their  inattention  toclean- 
linefs  and  ventilation,  together  with  the  extreme  pa- 
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verty  attendant  on  their  diffolute  manner  of  life,  had 
confpired  to  introduce  among  them  the  moil  fatal 
and  infe&ious  diforders.  The  rapid  increafe  of  the 
labouring  claffes  annually  multiplied  thefe  evils  to  a 
greater  extent;  while  the  fertile  refources  of  a po- 
pulous neighbourhood  prevented  the  experience  of 
deficiencies  from  their  excefiive  mortality.  At  length, 
however,  the  alarming  fpread  of  contagious  fever, 
which  hardly  ever  cealed  to  rage  in  fome  part  of  the 
town,  admonifhed  the  better  ranks  to  confult  their 
own  fafety  by  remedying  the  diforders  of  the  poor. 
Meetings  were  held,  and  different  plans  propofed, 
for  preventing  the  origin,  and  flopping  the  progrefs, 
of  malignant  fever.  Dr.  Percival,  and  other  phyfi- 
cians,  prefented  memorials  to  the  Committee,  which 
conflituted  itfelf  a ic  Board  of  Health,”  in  the  year 
1796,  Hating  minutely  the  methods  to  be  adopted  for 
this  purpofe,  and  the  importance  of  their  immediate 
application.  They  recommended  a fearch  to  be  made 
into  the  habitations,  which  had  long  harboured  the 

1 

poifon  of  infeflion ; arid  with  the  affiflance  of  the 
officers  of  police,  the  enforcement  of  inch  new  regu- 
lations, as  cleanlinefs  and  ventilation  required.  They 
directed  the  Tick  to  be  removed  to  fuitable  wards  in 
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the  public  HofpitaJ,  or  to  houfes  accommodated  for 
a general  reception;*  and  they  efpecially  enjoined,  that 
the  mofl:  efie&ual  methods  of  purification  fliould  be 
applied  to  the  houfes  which  the  lick  had  quitted,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  further  communication  of  dis- 
eafe.  By  the  a&ive  execution  of  thefe  meafures,  the 
health  of  the  town  rapidly  improved;  and  by  perfe- 
verance  in  the  fame  laudable  exertions,  the  return  of 
the  former  aggravated  evils  has  been  prevented.  So 
confiderable  were  the  benefits  refulting  from  the  infti- 
tution  of  the  “ Board  of  Health”  in  Manchefier,  that 
the  fcheme  has  been  imitated  in  various  parts,  and 
every  where  attended  with  the  happiefi:  confequences.-i 

* The  latter  of  thefe  fchemcs  meeting  with  more  general  appro- 
bation, the  Manchefter  Board  of  Health  eftablifhed  Fever  Wards , 
and  afterwards  erefted  a large  building  (under  the  denomination  of 
a Houfe  of  Recovery)  in  a fituation  a little  diftant  from  the  General 
Infirmary,  in  order  that  no  danger  of  communicating  the  infection 
of  fever,  to  other  hofpital  patients,  might  be  incurred.  For  a full 
account  of  the  minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Health , the 
reader  is  referred  to  a judicious  publication  bearing  that  title,  and 

printed  at  Manchefter  in  the  year  1805. See  alfo  Appendix  G. 

where  the  plan  which  Dr.  Percival  propofed,  and  a communication 
of  Dr.  Haygarth  on  the  fame  fubject  are  inferted.  The  limits  of  the 
prefent  work  preclude  the  addition  of  other  valuable  papers  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Manchefter. 

t It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  (once  for  all,)  that  on  this  as  on 
many  fimilar  occalions  of  public  exertion,  Dr.  Percival  had  to 
contend  againft  the  opinions,  and  fometimes  the  prejudices,  of  a 
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In  returning  to  the  domeftic  occurrences  of  Dr.  Per- 
rival's  life,  I am  again  called  to  mention  a fevere  afflic- 
tion which  he  fuftained  by  the  death  of  his  eldefl  fon,* 
at  his  refidence  in  St.  Peterfburgh.  Mr.  Percival 
had  lately  viflted  England;  and  by  the  indulgence  of 
the  Britifh  Factory,  to  whom  he  was  chaplain,  had 
been  permitted  to  extend  the  term  of  his  vifit  to 
the  period  of  twelve  months.  During  the  latter  part 
of  this  time,  while  he  was  enjoying  the  fociety  of  his 
friends  and  family,  he  was  feized  with  a violent  rheu- 
matic fever,  from  which  he  had  fcarcely  recovered 
when  he  again  embarked  for  St.  Peterfburgh.  Ill 
the  following  year  he  fullered  an  attack  of  the  fame 
malady,  complicated  with  more  formidable  fy mptoms; 
and  in  the  month  of  May  1798,  his  danger  became 
apparent.  With  Angular  fortitude  he  endured  the 
progreflive  aggravation  of  his  fatal  diforder,  and  with 

numerous  oppofition.  The  lingular  moderation  and  addrefs  by 
which  he  commonly  fucceeded  in  repelling  the  efforts  of  adverfe 
\ party,  lias  often  been  remarked  to  me,  by  perfons  more  competent 
to  judge  of  bis  conduct  in  thefc  refpe<fts  than  I prefume  to  be. 
On  no  occafion,  it  may  be  added,  was  his  fuperior  and  conciliatory 
influence,  exerted  to  more  effect,  than  in  promoting  the  judicious 
defigns  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

* The  Rev.  Thomas  Baflhett  Percival,  LL.B.  chaplain  to  the  late 
Marquis  of  Waterford,  and  to  the  Britith  Factory  of  Merchants  at 
St.  Peterfburgh.  Vide  Appendix  II. 
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the  ferenity  of  a Chridian  philofopher,  met  the  ap- 
proaching period  of  his  diffolution.  He  expired  on 
the  27th  day  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  thirty-fecond 
year  of  his  age. 

How  deeply  and  fincerely  Dr.  Percival  was  affected 
by  this  event,  it  were  fnperfluous  to  defcribe.  It 
may  be  obferved  only  that  when  the  firfl  druggies  of 
nature  had  fubfided,  his  wonted  firmnefs  returned, 
and  his  piety  rofe  fuperior  to  the  anguifh  of  his  feel- 
ings. In  fcenes  of  forrow  like  the  prefent,  he  exhi- 
bited a fpectacle  truly  worthy  of  admiration;  the  filent 
and  devout  tranquillity  of  his  own  bread  forming  an 
affe&ing  contrad  with  the  feverity  of  the  affliction  that 
affailed  him.  But  the  lofs  which  he  had  fuftained, 
was  at  his  mature  period  of  life  irreparable  ; and  the 
virtues  of  his  fon  were  fuch  as  had  infpired  no  com- 
mon degree  of  attachment.  Purity  and  ingenuoufnefs 
of  difpofnion,  a moll  lively  and  fcrupulous  fenfe  of 
moral  duty,  were  among  his  confpicuous  excellencies. 
But  the  delicacy  and  perhaps  the  referve  of  his  mind 
often  concealed  the  liberal  accompli  fir  men  ts  with  which 
nature  and  education  had  furniflied  him.  His  at- 
tainments, (I  may  be  allowed  to  add,)  both  as  a 
fcholar  and  divine,  were  confiderable ; and  his  pulpit 
difcourfes,  whilft  they  manifed  fuperior  powers  of 
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compofition,  breathe  throughout  the  fpirit  of  feri- 
oufnefs  and  liberality. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1803,  Dr.  Percival  pub- 
lilhed  a third  part , in  addition  to  the  former  volume 
of  A Father's  Injiruclions . This  fequel  is  addrefted 
exclufively  to  mature  and  cultivated  underftandings ; 
and  might  have  appeared  in  a feparate  form,  had  not 
a new  edition  of  the  preceding  parts  of  the  work  been 
called  for,  juft  at  the  period  when  the  author  was 
furniftied  with  materials  for  the  prefent  publication, 
by  the  receipt  of  a large  packet  of  letters,  formerly 
tranfmitted  to  his  fon  at  St.  Peterfburgh.  From  thefe 
papers,  which  were  written,  he  declares,  44  without 
44  the  molt  diftant  view  to  publication,”  fele&ions  were 
made,  and  arranged  according  to  the  order  of  their 
fubje&s,  fo  as  to  give  a fyftematic  form  to  the  wnolc. 
The  Difcourfe  on  the  Divine  Permiffion  of  Evil  was 
added  to  thefe  mifcellaneousdifquifitions;  and  the  gene- 
ral object  of  thework  is  ethical  and  religious  enquiry. 

This  publication  may  be  regarded  as  completing 
the  defign  of  moral  injtruclion , which  the  author  had 
commenced  at  an  early  period  of  his  life. — Having 
already  endeavoured  to  llluftrate  the  nature  of  that 
defign,  and  the  lingular  merits  of  its  execution,  I 
prefume  not  to  enlarge  upon  them  in  the  prefent  place. 
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The  appropriate  purpofe,  however,  of  the  Jaft  work 
may  fugged  a few  obfervations.  In  fome  of  the  dis- 
quisitions which  it  contains,  the  writer  difclofes  with 
freedom  his  private  opinions  on  feveral  controverted 
topics  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  His  acquaint- 
ance with  theology  had  grown,  by  a long  courfe  of 
invefligation,  to  be  various  and  profound ; yet  his  zeal 
for  the  propagation  of  its  do&rines  was  invariably 
guarded  by  the  temperate  fpirit  of  philofophy.  The 
belief  which  he  himfelf  embraced,  was  the  refult  of  a 
patient  and  candid  examination  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
of  the  beft  commentaries  which  have  appeared.  It 
accorded  for  the  mod  part,  if  not  entirely,  with  the 
doctrines  of  Arianifm.  But  he  was  little  anxious  to 
defignate  by  any  particular  appellation  that  creed 
which  he  adopted,  as  the  offspring  of  his  deliberate 
conviction.  His  dilfent  from  the  Church  of  England 
is  feldom  touched  upon  in  any  of  his  writings  ; while 
his  refpea  for  edablilhments  in  general,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  that  of  our  own  country,  is  often  exprelfed 
both  in  his  writings  and  correfpondence.  The  fol- 
lowing paffage,  extraaed  from  a letter  to  the  late 
Rev.  Archdeacon  Paley,  contains  the  fum  of  his 
opinions  with  refpea  to  national  edablidiments  of  re- 
ligion : “ I am  a DifTenter,”  fays  he,  “ but  aauated 
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44  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  catholicifm  which  you  pro- 
44  fefs;  an  Eftablifhment  I approve;  the  Church  of 
44  England  in  many  refpecls  I honour;  and  I fhould 
44  think  it  my  duty  to  enter  inftantly  into  her  com- 
44  munion,  were  the  plan  which  you  have  propofed 
44  at  the  end  of  your  tenth  chapter  carried  into 
44  execution.”  From  a work  fo  widely  and  familiarly 
known,  as  44  The  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political 
44  Philofopby”  it  were,  perhaps,  fuperfluous  to  offer 
any  extracts . It  may  be  added  only,  that  the  plan 
to  which  Dr.  Percival  alludes,  is  that  of  a 44  com- 
44  prehenfive  national  religion,  guarded  by  a few 
44  articles  of  peace  and  conformity,  together  with  a 

44  legal  provifion  for  the  clergy  of  that  religion  ; 

% 

44  and  with  a complete  toleration  of  all  Diffenters 
44  from  the  Effablifhed  Church,  without  any  other 
44  limitation  than  what  arifes  from  the  conjun&ion  of 
44  dangerous  political  difpofitions  with  certain  reli- 
44  gious  tenets.  ” Dr.  Percival’ s refpeft  for  Efta- 
blifliments,  and  his  conviction  of  their  ncceffity  for 
the  maintenance  of  religious  fentiments  and  facial 
happinefs,  feemed  even  to  increafe  in  his  latter,  years  ; 
and  to  accord  more  entirely  with  thofe  prudent 
maxims  which  the  religious  anarchy  of  a neighbour- 
ing country  has  now  generally  diffufed. 
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Notwithftanding,  however,  his  fondnefs  for  theolo- 
gical enquiry,  and  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  fun- 
damental doftrines  of  Chriftianity,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  he  rarely  approved,  nor  ever  participated  in  the 
ardour  of  religious  controverfy.  A flrenuous  advo- 
cate for  the  expediency  of  embracing  definite  fenti- 
ments  of  belief. \ he  maintained  at  the  fame  time  the 
fupremacy  of  individual  opinion,  and  the  regard  due 
to  that  fyftem  of  national  faith,  which  has  been  pre- 
ferved  to  us  through  fo  long  a period  by  the  eminent 
learning  and  integrity  of  its  divines.  “ The  fpecu- 
ec  lative  doctrines  of  religion,”  he  declares,  “ as  they 
“ have  no  influence  on  the  moral  condua  of  man- 
iC  kind,  are  comparatively  of  little  importance.  They 
cannot  be  underilood  by  the  generality  even 
“ of  Chriftians  5 and  the  wife,  the  learned,  and  the 

good,  have  in  all  ages  differed,  and  will  ever  con- 

• 

“ tinue  to  differ,  about  them.  An  intemperate  zeal 
therefore  for  fuch  points  of  faith  betrays  a weak 
“ undemanding  and  a contraaed  heart ; and  that 
“ zeal  may  juftly  be  deemed  intemperate,  which  ex- 
ceeds the  value  of  its  objea:,  and  which  abates 
<£  our  benevolence  towards  thofe  who  do  not  adopt 
the  fame  opinions  with  ourfelves.s* 
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Dr.  Percival  has  avowed,  in  the  publication  which 
has  led  to  this  digrellion,  that  “ at  an  early  period  of 
“ life  his  faith  in  Chriflianity  was  daggered  for  a 
“ while  by  the  perufal  of  Mr.  Hume’s  Eftay  on  Mira- 
“ cles.”  The  circumflance  will  not  be  deemed  difcre- 

ditable  to  his  fagacity,  nor  the  relation  of  it  an 

) 

unfavourable  teflimony  of  the  ingenuoufnefs  of  his 
mind.  He  has  frequently,  however,  declared,  that 
his  faith  was  at  no  long  interval  again  thoroughly 
confirmed  ; and  he  attributed  the  final  removal  of  his 
doubts  to  the  powerful  reafoning  and  copious  illuflra- 
tion  of  Butler ; a writer  whom  he  ever  efteemed  the 
chief  pillar  of  Chriftian  do&rine.  44  Your  attach- 
<£  ment  to  Butler’s  Analogy,”  fays  he  in  a letter  to 
his  fon,  46  is  very  fatisfa&ory  to  me.  To  no  boold. 
44  am  I under  fo  great  obligations  ; for  by  the  atten- 
44  tive  perufal  of  it  my  full  convi&ion  of  the  truths 
44  of  Chriflianity  was  reftored.” 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  the  Third  Part 
of  a Father's  InJiruBions  was  difmified  from  his  hands. 
Dr.  Percival  engaged  ferioufly  in  the  profecution  of  a 
work  which  has  already  been  noticed  under  the  title 
oF  Medical  Jurif  prudence.  Having  availed  himfelf 
of  the  opinions  and  the  criticifms  of  his  principal  cor- 
refpondents,  he  proceeded  with  more  confidence  in 
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the  talk  of  prefcribing  rules  of  duty  to  the  extenfive 
body  of  the  faculty  of  Phyfic.  He  relinquifhed, 
however,  his  original  intention,  which  was  to  treat 
of  the  powers ) privileges , honour s9  and  emoluments 
of  that  faculty;  as  he  conceived  th^t  this  wouli  lead 
him  to  a field  of  invefligation  too  wide  and  digrefiive. 
He  therefore  confined  himfelf  to  the  more  efFentiai 

i 

topics  which  belong  appropriately  to  Medical  Ethics . 
In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1803,  his  work  was  com- 
pleted  and  fent  to  the  prefs  ; and  nearly  the  whole 
of  a large  imprefiion*  was  fold  and  circulated  in  a 
few  months.  The  voice  of  the  public  declared  in  its 
favour ; and  the  teftimonies  of  the  bed  judges  have 
ftamped  a value  on  the  performance,  which  amply 
gratified  the  author’s  expectations. 

As  the  work  lafl  noticed  feemed  to  complete  Dr. 
Percival’s  fcheme  of  moral  enquiry)  fo  this  latefl  pro- 
duction of  his  pen  may  be  regarded  as  the  conclufion  of 
that  plan  of  prof ejjional  refearch  and  difquifition  which 
he  had  commenced  in  the  outfet  of  his  career.  With 
peculiar  propriety,  too,  he  thus  formed,  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  a monument  to  his  fame,  which  exhibits 
Jn  durabIe  characters  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  his 

* A thoufand  copies. 
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private  conduct. By  his  former  medical  works 

(which  had  been,  fome  time  ago,  augmented  by  the 
publication  of  a fourth  volume  of  “ Effays”)  he 

had  acquired  the  reputation  of  an  accurate  obferver 

♦ 

of  nature,  a faithful  recorder  of  the  phenomena  of 
health  and  difeafe,  and,  above  all,  of  a fagacious  en- 
quirer into  the  laws  by  which  they  are  regulated 
The  original  merit  of  thefe  writings  has  been  deemed 
to  confifl  chiefly  in  the  found  and  legitimate  applica- 
tion of  the  facts  which  his  experience  furnifhed,  to 
the  improvement  of  his  profefllonal  art;  nor  will 
their  intrinflc  value  be  diminifhed  in  the  eye  of  the 
philofopher,  by  the  great  fuperflructure  of  medical 
fcience  which  has  been  raifed  flnce  thefe  materials 
were  contributed. 

The  utility  of  fuch  a defign  as  the  cc  Medical 
tc  Ethics ” embrace,  can  be  called  in  queftion  by 
thofe  only,  who  imagine  that  the  principles  and  rules 
of  human  duty,  which  it  is  the  bufmefs  of  the  mo- 
ralifl  to  afcertain,  have  little  influence  on  the  practical 
conduct  of  iife.  Admitting,  for  a moment,  the  truth 
of  fo  unpleaflng  a conjecture,  it  may  yet  be  obferved, 
that  a wide  difference  fubflfls,  between  fuch  treatifes 
as  aim  at  the  eflablifliment  of  fpeculative  fy Items  of 

I V 

morals,  and  thofe  defigns  which  comprehend  only 
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the  difcipline  and  moral  polity  of  individuals,  a&ing 
in  a fpecific  capacity.  That  ethical  inftitutes  of  the 
latter  defcrlption  may  become  of  eiTential  utility, 
when  they  are  deduced  from  definite  principles,  and 
tend  to  definite  purpofes,  will  hardly  be  denied  by 
the  mofi;  rigid  fceptic;  while  the  more  compre- 
hend ve  fpeculatift  will  approve  a defign  like  the 
prefent,  not  only  for  its  appropriate  value,  but 
as  .forming  a part  of  the  great  fcheme  of  focial  mo- 
rality. The  Medical  Ethics  of  Dr.  Percival,  it  is 
needlefs  to  obferve,  are  defigned  for  p radical  benefit; 
and  however  prudent  or  enlightened  might  be  the 
previous  fentiments  of  the  Faculty,  to  whom  the  work 
is  addrefled,  few  can  be  difpofed  to  regret  that  the 
rules  of  their  conduct  have  been  fyflematized  into  a 

t j \ i 

Code,  adapted  equally  to  fludy  and  to  reference. 

In  the  preface  to  his  work,  the  author  ftates,  that 
he  had  been  anxious  to  feek  the  opinions  and  the 
fanftion  of  feveral  eminent  moral  writers,  previous  to 
its  publication.  The  tributes  of  their  approbation 
which  he  received,  were  undeniably  honourable  and 
gratifying.  But  perhaps  his  own  unafluming  preten- 
fions  comprehended  a fufficient  claim  to  the  privilege 
which  he  exercifed,  in  forming  a fyftem  of  profefiional 
jurifprudence;  from  his  Iong-efiablilhed  eminence  as 
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a phyfician,  from  the  foundnefs  of  his  principles  as  a 
Yworalift,  and  the  liberality  of  his  manners  as  a gen- 
tleman.  With  refpeCt  to  the  original  merit  of  his 

defign,  it  may  be  fufficient  to  remark,  that  the  author 
was  not  folicitous  to  difpute  his  pre-eminence  over 
writers  who  had  treated  particular  departments 
of  the  fame  fubjeft.  Without  attempting  to  fuper- 
iede  the  value  of  their  productions,  he  fought  a diftinCt: 
objeCt,  by  a more  comprehenfive  method  than  had 
hitherto  been  defigned;  embracing  at  once  the  offi- 
cial, the  perfonal,  and  the  corporate  duties  of  the 
faculty  of  Phyfic. 

In  the  beautiful  and  affectionate  dedication  of  this 
work  to  his  fon,  Dr.  Percival  anticipates  in  pathetic 
terms  the  approaching  clofe  of  his  life.  66  SenflbIe,,, 
fays  he,  tfi  that  I begin  to  experience  the  preffure  of 

r 

cc  advancing  years,  I regard  the  prefent  publication 
c£  as  the  conclufion  in  this  way  of  my  profeffional 
cc  labours.  I may  therefore,  without  impropriety,” 
he  continues,  ce  claim  the  privilege  of  confecrating 

cc  them  to  you,  as  a paternal  legacy.”  Thofe 

* 

around  him,  however,  indulged  the  more  flattering 
hope  of  protraCfed  life,  and  a long  period  yet  to  come 
of  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs.  The  temperate  and 
prudent  habits  which  he  obferved,  together  with 
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die  fuitable  regulation  of  bodily  and  mental  exercife, 
had  preferved  his  conftitution  unimpaired  to  the  fea- 
fon  of  age.  Although  he  fometimes  complained  of 
the  failure  of  his  memory,  the  vigour  of  his  mind  ap- 
peared to  ,his  friends  to  have  fuffered  hardly  any 
diminution  ; and  the  fenfibility  of  his  feelings  expe- 
rienced neither  injury  nor  decay  to  the  lateh  hours  of 
his  exigence:  ce  manent  ingenia  fenibus,  modo  per - 
“ manent  Jiudium  et  indujlria 
The  fhort  remaining  period  of  Dr.  Percival’s  life 
was  not  interrupted  by  any  remarkable  or  perfonally 
interehing  event.  He  continued  to  divide  his  time 
between  the  purfuits  of  his  profeflion,  the  intercourfe 
of  his  friends,  and  the  private  hudies  in  which,  efpe- 
cially,  he  delighted  to  indulge.  cc  His  labours  were 
<c  ufeful,  his  pleafures  innocent,  his  wifhes  moderate; 

and  he  feemed  to  enjoy  the  hate  of  happinefs  which 
“ is  celebrated  by  poets  and  philofophers,  as  the  moh 
<{  agreeable  to  nature,  and  the  leaft  accefTible  to  for- 
tc  tune.”  In  the  conduft  of  his  profehion,  he  fuper- 
ndded  to  his  pra&ical  fkill  the  invaluable  talent  of 
conciliating  the  eheern,  and  preferving  the  refpect  of 
his  brethren  of  the  Faculty.  The  cflimation,  alfo, 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  general  fociety  around 
him,  gratified  his  ampleh  wifhes;  for  towards  no 
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one  was  manifeded  a more  univerfal  fentiment  of 

kindnefs  or  deference. Of  the.  public  inditut-ions, 

» 

which  he  had  laboured  to  eftablilh,  he  had  the  fatis- 

> 

faction  of  witnefling  the  fuccefs  and  beneficial  con- 
fequences.  The  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 

(the  honour  of  whofe  foundation  he  might  chiefly 

* 

claim)  had  conduced  its  proceedings  with  confider- 
able  credit.  The  volumes  of  its  Memoirs  dill  hold 
the  fird  rank  among  the  publications  of  the  various 
Provincial  Societies  of  thefe  kingdoms ; and  their 
merit  is  not  unknown  in  foreign  countries.  Its  de- 
bates continued  to  preferve  a middle  courfe  between 
the  formal  declamations  of  profelTed  fpeaking  clubs, 
and  the  loofe  and  familiar  converfation  of  ordinary 

aflfemblies ; whild  the  members,  feledted  from  the 

* 1 

inhabitants  of  a populous  and  efiterprizing  town, 

brought  to  the  difcufiion  of  many  interefling  fubjeeh 
a dock  of  various  and  valuable  knowledge,  and  exer- 
cifed  their  ingenuity  on  matters  of  fpeculative  as  well 

as  practical  fcience.* The  fuccefs  of  the  Man- 

% 

/ 

* The  Literary  Society  has  recently  eroded  an  elegant  building, 
commodioufly  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  the  InfHtution.  It  confifts 
of  a large  apartment,  where  the  meetings  are  ufually  held;  a fimilar 
one,  accommodated  for  public  ledures  in  the  different  branches  of 
Icicncc;  and  a third  appropriated  to  the  library  of  the  Society. 
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cueller  Academy,  over  whofe  councils  Dr.  Percival 

* 

had  .till  lately  continued  to  prefide,  was  for  fome  time 

ttmfi^e»ble.  TJie  refpe&able  talents  and  learning 

of*  its  tutors  had  attracted  ffudents  to  this  feminary 
•*  * . v 

+ 0 * • * 

from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  ; and  their  num- 
bers, though  not  great,  were  adequate  to  the  plan 

and  extent  of  the  Foundation. The  Medical  Lfia- 

blifnments  too,  which  Dr.  Percival  had  contributed  to 
form,  or  fupport,  flouriflxed  with  wider  benefit;  and 
afforded  the  belt  teftimony  of  their  Excellence,  in  the 
the  improved  health  and  condition  of  the  lower  or- 
ders of  the  community. 

It  now  remains  only  to  add,  that  in  the  domeffic 
circle  of  his  kindred  and  friends,  the  latefi:  efforts  of 
Dr.  Percival’s  mind  were  called  forth ; while  he  fecmed, 
almofl  daily,  to  become  more  defirous  of  withdraw- 
ing himfeff  from  the  bufinefs  of  the  world,  to  the 
focial  and  tranquil  purfuits  of  retirement.!  The 

f It  is  not  unpleafing  to  obferve,  the  philofophic  fentiments  which 
many  diftinguifhcd  perfons  have  indulged,  refpe<fting  the  reah  en- 
joyments of  old  age;  fentiments,  it  may  be  remarked,  which  have 
almofl  invariably  been  accompanied  with  the  love  of  retirement,  and 
a genuine  relifli  for  contemplative  occupations.  Were  the  fludy 
of  letters,  or  the  acquilition  of  fcience,  capable  of  furnilhing  no 
other  lefs  remote  benefits,  even  this  blefling  might  feem  to  com- 
penfate  the  moderate  labour  of  their  cultivation.  Whilfl  men  of  the 
world  have  often  complained  of  the  tedioufnefs  and  infapidity  of 
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clouds  of  domeftic  misfortune  which  had  arifen,  could 
not,  indeed,  be  entirely  difpelled  by  any  length  of 
time,  or  effort  of  reafonj  but  while  they  “tinged 
“ with  a browner  (hade  the  evening  of  his  life,” 
they  wrought  a nobler  effect  in  the  philofophic  calm 
and  cheerful  piety  of  his  mind.  He  feemed  to  have 
arrived  at  that  <c  sera  of  advanced  age,”  which  he 
himfelf  defcribes  in  one  of  his  lateft  works,  as  “ pre- 
“ fenting  to  the  intelligent,  and  the  virtuous,  a fcene 
“ of  tranquil  enjoyment,  of  obedient  appetites,  of 
“ well-regulated  affections,  of  maturity  in  know- 
“ ledge,  and  of  calm  preparation  for  immortality. 
“ In  this  ferene  and  dignified  ffate,”  he  continues, 
“ placed  as  it  were  on  the  confines  of  two  worlds, 

age;  how  different  appear  to  have  been  the  fentiments  of  thofe,  who, 
in  the  vigour  of  life,  have  fought  the  nobler  objects  of  intelle<5tual 
improvement,  and  prepared  for  their  declining  years  the  fimple 
gratifications  of  ftudy  and  refle&ion.  “ I fhall  foon  enter  into  the 
“ period,”  fays  a celebrated  writer,  « which,  as  the  moft  agreeable 
“ his  long  life,  was  fe!e£ted  by  the  judgment  and  experience  of 
“ the  fage  Fontenelle.  His  choice  is  approved  by  the  eloquent 
“ hiftorian  of  Nature,  (BufFon,)  w-ho  fixes  our  moral  happinefs  at 
4t  the  mature  feafon  in  which  our  paffions  are  fuppofed  to  be  calmed, 
“ our  duties  fulfilled,  our  ambition  fatisfied,  our  fame  and  fortune 
“ eftablifhed  on  a folid  bafis.  In  private  converfation,  that  great  and 
“ amiable  man  added  the  weight  of  his  own  experience;  and  this 
“ autumnal  felicity  might  be  exemplified  in  the  lives  of  many  other 
H men  of  letters .” 
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“ the  mind  of  a good  man  reviews  what  is  paft,  with 
“ the  complacency  of  an  approving  confidence,  and 
“ looks  forward  into  futurity  with  humble  confidence 
in  the  mercies  of  God;  and  with  devout  afpirations 
“ towards  his  etermfl  and  ever-increafinc:  favour.” 
Previous  to  his  lad  illnefs,  Dr.  Percival  had  enjoyed 
an  exemption  from  his  accuftomed  malady,  the  head- 
ache, during  a longer  interval  than  ufual ; and  his 
health  in  other  relpects  had  been  remarkably  favour- 
able. But,  on  Thurfday  the  23d,  of  Auguft,  1804, 
he  was  feized  with  a Ihivering  fit,  which  gradually 
augmented  to  fome  violence,  accompanied  with  pain  in 
his  right  fhoulder.  At  firft  he  was  willing  to  afcribe 
the  fymptoms  to  a flight  rheumatifm  ; but  after  a 
refllefs  and  unrefrefhing  night,  his  diforder  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  aflumed  a more  ferious  afped.  A fixed  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  diaphragm  and  liver  began  to  bt 
felt, which  rapidly  increafed  to  a degree  of  excruciating 
anguifli.  The  violence  of  the  pain  continued  during 
feveral  days;  and  on  its  abatement,  left  the  fufferer 
m a hate  of  extreme  debility.  At  this  period,  how- 
ever, fome  hopes  were  entertained,  that  the  diforder 
had  fpent  its  force,  and  that  repofe  and  diet  only 
weie  wanting  to  invigorate  the  powers  of  nature. 


t 
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But  his  exhauded  drength  returned  no  more ; and 
he  at  length  fell  into  a profound  dumber,  in  which 
his  exigence  quietly  terminated,  on  the  evening  of 
the  thirtieth  day  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  dxty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 

The  lpectacle  of  patient  and  fubmiflive  refignation 
which  Dr.  Percival  exhibited  during  his  lad  illnefs, 
was  truly  imprelfive.  At  the  period  when  his  bodily 
fufierings  were  the  mod  acute,  the  date  of  his  mind 
evinced  the  exercife  of  unbroken  fortitude;  and 
when  the  feverity  of  the  pain  had  abated,  and  he  ian- 
guiflied  under  the  oppredion  of  extreme  debility,  his 
iilent  and  thoughtful  ferenity  appeared  like  the  fore- 

tade  of  eternal  peace. On  Monday,  the  third  of 

September,  his  remains,  attended  by  his  three  fur- 
viving  fons,  and  his  fon-indaw,  were  depodted  in  the 
grave  of  his  ancedors,  in  the  burial-ground  of  the 
parochial  church  of  Warrington  ; and  were  confe- 

crated  with  .the  lad  folemnities  by  his  long-edeemed 

!■ 

and  valued  friend,  the  Rev.  Geodry  Hornby,  of 
Win  wick. 

A mural  monument,  erefled  to  his  memory,  by  his 
furviving  widow,  and  children,  is  placed  on  the  South 
wall  of  the  Chancel,  within -the  church  of  Warrington; 
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on  which  is  engraved  the  following  infcription,  from 
the  elegant  and  pathetic  pen  o^  the  Rev.  Ow-iiiiicl 

Parr,  LL.  D, 

THOMAE  . PERCIVAL 

SCRIPTORJ  . CVJVS  . OPERA  . PERMVLTA  . ET  . PERPOLITA 
PROBITATE  . IPSIVS  . ET  . MORIBVS 
AD.  OMNEM  . MEMORIAM  . COMMENDATA  . SVNT 
MEDICO.  RECTISSIMIS  . STVDHS 
MAGNA'. QUE  . PRVDENTI A . ET  . EXERC ITAT ION E . PRAEDITO 

LIBERTATIS 

SINE  . VLLIS  . VERBORVM  . PRAESTIGIIS 
AVT  . LVBRICA  .ET  . PRAECIPITI  . RERVM  . NOVARVM  . CVP1DITATJ- 
, ACERRIMO  . VINDIC1 

MORBORVM  . SOLLERTER . ATQVE  . HVMANE . CVRANDORVM 
ET  . VITAE  . SAPIENTER  . HONESTEQVE  . INSTITVENDAE 
DOCTISSIMO  .AC  . SANCTISSIMO.  PRAECEPTOR1 
f QVI  . VIXIT  . ANNOS  LXIII  . MENSES  XI  . DIEM  I 
DECESSIT  . TERTIO  . KALEND  . SEPTEMBR. 

ANNO  . SACRO  . M.  DCCC.  IV. 

✓ 

£LI£ABETHA  . PERCIVAL  . CONJVX  . EJVS  . PIENTISSIMA 
ET  .NOVEM  . LIBERI  . SVPERSTITES 
PATRIS  . DE  . SE  . OPTIME  . MERITI 
H.  M.  P.  CC. 
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The  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Man- 
chefter  have  erected,  over  the  chair  of  the  Prefident, 
in  the  hall  where  their  meetings  are  held,  a mural 
tablet,  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Percival;  on  which 
is  engraved  the  following  infcription:* 

This  Tablet 

is  dedicated,  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
OF  MANCHESTER , 

To  the  Memory  of 

THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.D.  F.R.S.  Ac. 

4 

one  of  the  firft  Founders,  and  during  twenty  years 
the  revered  Prefident,  of  this  Inftitution, 
as  a teftimony  of  their  grateful  fenfe 
of  his  zeal  in  promoting  their  various  intereRsj 
of  his  frequent  and  valuable  contributions 
to  their  Memoirs; 

of  the  Ability,  Candour,  and  Urbanity 
with  which  he  dire&ed  their  difcuffions, 
and  of  the  elegant  Manners, 
virtuous  Condudt,  and  dignified  Piety, 
by  which  his  Life  was  eminently  diftinguifhed. 

> He  died  Auguft  the  30th,  1S04. 


* The  infcription  is  the  competition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Henry,  of' 
.Manchefter,  the  much-refpedted  and  valued  friend  of  Dr.  Percival  ; 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Literary  Society. 
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THE  preceding  account  of  Dr.  Percival’s  literary 
Life  has  anticipated  any  formal  delineation  of  his 
moral  and  intellectual  character.  Had  not  the  cir- 
cumdances,  indeed,  which  are  -there  imperfectly 
recorded,  ferved  to  exhibit  the  features  of  his  mind 
and  conduct  in  their  real  form,  the  writer  would  have 
declined  a talk,  too  arduous  and  too  delicate  for  the 
attempt  of  an  avowedly  partial  biographer.  Sup- 
ported, however,  by  the  tedimonies  of  public  and  pri- 
vate virtue,  which  that  narrative  contains,  he  may 
venture,  diffidently,  to  add  a few  general  obfervations, 
requifite  to  complete  the  purpofe  he  has  undertaken. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  mod  valuable  rift 

O 

of  nature,  a clear  and  vigorous  underdanding,  with 
all  its  faculties  alike  fitted  for  exertion,  was  eminently 
p oirdTed  by  the  Subject  of  this  Memoir.  Fortunately 
for  his  intellectual  improvement,  and  perhaps  dill 
more  fo  for  his  happinefs,  the  powers  of  his  mind 
feemed  to  be  endued  with  that  exa Ct  proportion  of 
relative  drength,  which  experience  has  evinced  to  be 
at  the  fame  time  mod  favourable  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  whole,  and  bed  adapted  to  the  cultivation 
ct  fcience  and  virtue.  His  education,  conducted  in 
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great  meafure  by  his  own  difcretion,  correfponded 
with  tiie  fpeculative  opinions  which  he  afterwards 
taught;  and  by  fuffering  no  one  of  his  talents  to 
remain  unimproved,  nor  any  important  branch  of 
knowledge  to  pafs  unnoticed,  formed  his  mind  for 
liberal  and  comprehenfive  thought.  The  fortune  of 
his  birth  too,  while  it  furnifhed  fufliciently  the  means 
and  the  ambition  of  intellectual  culture,  kept  his  views 
Aeadily  directed  to  the  attainment  of  ufeful  fcience. 
So  that  nature  and  education  confpired  to  furnilh 
him  with  that  habitual  energy  of  thought  and  con- 
duct, which,  when  controuled,  as  in  him,  by  the 
heady  influence  of  a temperate  judgment,  invariably 

conduces  to  the  benefit  of  mankind. Simplicity  of 

thought,  and  confiflency  of  opinion,  alfo  flrongly 
characterifed  his  mind;  while  the  variety  of  his  ac- 
quifitions  combined  with  the  due  vigour  of  his  facul- 
ties to  preferve  him  from  the  bias  of  any  particular 
habits  of  mental  application.  Dr.  Percival’s  moral 
qualities  it  may  be  added,  difplayed  the  like  charac- 
ter of  fuitable  and  confident  energy  : “ fo  happily 
“ were  all  his  virtues  tempered  together ; fo  juflly 
“ were  they  blended;  and  fo  powerfully  did  each 
cc  prevent  the  other  from  exceeding  its  proper 
“ bounds.” 
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Of  his  acquaintance  with  the  feicnce  of  pliyfic, 
and  his  /kill  in  the  treatment  of  difeafe,  the  mofl 
honourable  teftimonies  have  been  afforded  by  the  heft 
judges  of  his  merit.  To  the  public  in  general,  his 
Writings  may  furnifh  the  fairefl  proof  of  his  talents 
and  induftry;  but  the  eminence  which  he  attained  in 
a wide  iphere  of  practical  exertion,  cannot  fail  to  con- 
firm the  validity  of  his  reputation.  A writer*  who 
has  deferibed  his  accompli  {laments  in  eloquent  but 
faithful  language,  fpeaks  of  him  as  a phylician  in  the 
following  terms:  C6  His  merits  as  a pra&itioner  of 
“ pay  He,  and  not  lefc  the  benefits  conferred  by  him 
cs  on  medical  fcience,  are  too  generally  underflood 
“ and  confefied  to  require  any  minutenefs  of  detail. 

A quick  penetration,  a diferiminating  judgment,  a 

patient  attention,  a comprehenfive  knowledge,  and, 
6C  above  all,  a deep  fenfe  of  refponfibility,  were 

* The  Rev.  William  Magee,  D.D.  Profeflorof  Mathematics  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Dublin,  &c.  See.  This  learned  divine  and  accom- 
plifhed  fcholar  is  fufficiently  well  known  to  the  public  by  his 
writings,  to  render  fuperfluous  any  teftimony  of  the  juftnefs  and 
value  of  his  opinions.  It  may  be  Obferved  only,  that  during  a 
confiderable  number  of  years  he  preferved  an  intimate  perfonal 
acquaintance  and  correfpondence  with  the  Subjedl  of  this  narrative  ; 
and  that  the  biographical  tribute  from  which  the  above  extracts 
are  taken,  was  publiflied  in  feveral  periodical  journals  fliortly  after 
Dr . Percival’s  deceafe. 
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44  the  endowments  which  fo  confpicuoufly  fitted  him 
44  at  once  to  difcharge  the  duties,  and  extend  the 
“boundaries,  of  the  healing  art.  His  exterior  ac* 
“ complifhments  and  manners  were  alike  happily 
44  adapted  to  the  offices  of  his  profeflion.  To  an 
44  addrefs  peculiarly  engaging,  from  its  uncommon 
<e  mixture  of  dignity,  refpectfulnefs,  and  eafe,  was 
44  united  a gravity  of  deportment  that  befpoke  the 
44  ferioufnefs  of  intereft,  not  the  gloom  of  apprehen- 
44  fion.  The  expreffion  of  a benign  fympathy,  which 
44  on  every  occafion  of  diffrefs  his  features  borrowed 
“ from  the  genuine  feelings  of  the  kindeff:  commife- 
tc  ration,  prefen  ted  him  likewife  the  comforter  in  the 
44  phyfician  ; and  the  topics  of  encouragement  and 
44  confolation  which  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  and 
44  the  ample  (lores  of  a cultivated  mind,  fo  abundantly 
44  fupplied,  enabled  him  to  adminifter  relief  to  the 
44  wounds  of  the  fpirit,  with  no  lefs  efficacy  than  to 
44  the  difeafes  of  the  body.  In  truth,  the  admirable 
44  pitffure  fo  lately  drawn  by  his  own  mafterly  pencil, 
44  in  that  volume*  in  which  he  has  delineated  the 
44  requisites  and  qualifications  of  the  medical  pra£fi- 
44  tioner,difplays  the  mod  exatt  portraiture  of  himfelf; 


* Medical  Ethics,  &c. 
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and  whilft  he  there  depi&ed  thofe  excellencies  of 
“ the  medical  character  which  he  approved  in  theory, 
“ he  unconfcioufly  but  defcribed  thofe  which  he  every 
“ d;(y  exemplified  in  praftice.  Indeed,  in  that  moil 
“ valuable  I reatife,  which  he  exprefsly  dedicated  as 
a patei  nal  legacy  to  a much-loved  fon,  and  which 
“ may  now  be  regarded  as  his  bequefl;  to  his  bre- 
“ tllren  of  the  faculty,  and  to  the  public,  he  has  left 
behind  him  a monument  of  profeffional  integrity 
“ and  honour,  which  will  exhibit  him  to  thofe  of  after- 
“ times,  what  his  life  and  conduft  have  done  to  his 
“ cotemporaries,  one  of  the  worthiest  objeffs  of  their  ' 
“ admiration  and  elleem.” 

I he  love  of  moral  fcience  which  Dr.  Percival’s 
later  writings  confpicuoufly  difplay,  was  of  early 
origin;  and  though  it  was  reprelfed  during  a confider- 
able  period  of  his  academical  difcipline,  yet  no  fooner 
"erc  the  firll  difficulties  of  his  profeffion  overcome, 
than  he  indulged  freely  in  the  purfuits  of  his  choice. 
The  greater  part  of  his  leifure,  which  was  never 
abundant,  he  devoted,  for  many  years,  to  the  ftudy 
of  Ethics  and  Theology.  Nor  is  it  improbable,  that 
his  partiality  for  the  latter  acquired  early  force  from 
the  invert igations  into  which  he  was  led  by  his  intern 
l,0n  of  etnering  the  univerfityof  Oxford;  a fcheme. 
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which,  it  has  already  been  obferved,  was  for  fomc 
time  iufpended,  and  afterwards  relinquifhed,  from 
religious  l'cruples  concerning  fubfcrlptioru He 

i 

delighted  at  all  times  to  indulge  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  rational  and  moral  conftitution  of  man,  of  his 
various  duties,  and  his  capacity  for  happinefs  and 
improvement;  and  feemed  to  derive  a pleafure  mold 
congenial  to  his  mind  from  the  illuflrations  that  were 
thus  aflforded  him  of  the  wifdom  and  beneficence  of 
the  divine  government.  Perhaps,  indeed,  in  the 
retirement  of  the  clofet  his  {peculations  fometimes 
became  too  enlarged  and  too  refined  for  the  aftual 
condition  of  mankind  ; and  the  benevolence  of  the 
philofopher  might  not  always  be  corrected  or  fub- 
dued  by  the  experience  of  the  man.  But  even  when 
his  {peculations  were  purfued  thus  far,  they  testified 
the  uncommon  clearnefs  and  delicacy  of  his  percep- 
tions, the  wide  range  of  his  views,  and  the  uniform 
elegance  of  his  tafte. 

Neither  the  fiudies,  however,  nor  the  information 
of  Dr.  Percival,  were  confined  to  particular  walks  of 
knowledge.  Iiis  claim  to  the  title  of  a Scholar  was 
by  no  means  inconfiderable;  and  had  not  his  inter- 
courfe  with  the  writings  of  antiquity  been  interrupted 
by  profeifional  purfuits,  in  conjunttion  with  the  un- 
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fortunate  failure  of  his  eye- fight,  he  would  probably 
have  attained  the  confideration  in  claffical  learning 
which  his  early  proficiency  announced.  Befides  the 
elegance  and  purity  of  his  Englifh  (file,  his  compe- 
titions abound  with  thofe  beauties  which  can  be 
derived  only  from  n diligent  fludy  of  the  ancient 
models.  They  abound  too  with  other  proofs  of  the 
variety  of  his  acquilitions.  His  acquaintance  both 
with  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  with  the  claffical 
writings  and  philofophic  difquifitions  of  the  befl 
authois,  is  often  incidentally  difplayed  in  his  mifcella- 
neous  works.  His  moral  treatifes  efpecially  are 
furniffied  with  hiftoric  details ; wdiich  the  author  has 
adduced*  for  the  purpofe  of  exemplification,  and  which 
ferve  at  the  fame  time  to  illuflrate  and  embellifh  the 
doctrines  he  is  defirous  to  eftablifh.  This  mode  of 
inculcating  moral  principles,  and  truths  of  every  kind, 
that  are  applicable  to  the  conduct  of  life,  Dr.  Percival 
deemed  the  fafeft  and  inofl  efleclive;  and  it  wall  not 
be  denied,  that  he  has  purfued  it  with  greater  care  and 
felicity,  than  any  of  the  writers  in  our  own  language, 
v.  ao  have  aimed  at  the  fame  method  of  inflruftion. 
On  this  lubje<ft  I again  refer  with  pleafure  to  the 
opinion  of  the  wmiter  already  quoted. 

P 2 
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44  111  the  feveral  volumes  of 4 AFather’sInflruCtions, 
44  and  Moral  Dif^ertations,,  which  have  appeared  at 

44  at  different  periods  through  a fpace  of  twenty-five 

. ✓ 

C4  years;  and  which  were  conceived  with  the  admirable 
44  defign  of  exciting  in  the  hearts  of  young  perfons 
44  a defire  of  knowledge,  and  a love  of  virtue;  there 
44  is  to  be  found  as  much  of  pure  Ayle,  genuine  feel- 
44  ing,  refined  tafte,  apt  illuflration,  judicious  enforce- 
44  ment,  and  pious  reflection,  as  can  eafily  be  difco- 
44  vered  within  the  fame  compafs  in  any  didaCtic 
44  compofition.  Perhaps  it  is  not  in  the  reach 
44  of  human  ingenuity  to  execute  a Work  better 
44  adapted  to  its  objeCt ; and  certainly  within  the 
44  range  of  human  fele&ion  there  can  be  no  objeCt 
44  of  higher  importance,  than  that  which  the  author 
44  held  in  view — the  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious 
44  improvement  of  the  riling  generation.  This,  in- 
44  deed,  was  an  objeCt  always  near  to  his  thoughts. 
44  To  this  he  directed  the  powers  of  his  fancy,  the 
44  (lores  of  his  memory,  and  the  refults  of  his  Iearn- 
44  ing;  and  hence  his  invaluable  productions,  whilfl 
44  they  are  intelligible  and  imprefflve  to  the  young, 
44  are  edifying  to  the  mature,  and  interefting  and 
44  delightful  to  all.  In  every  fentiment  the  author  is 
44  felt,  becaufe  he  fpeaks  from  the  heart ; in  every 
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44  precept  lie  perfuades,  becaufe  utility  is  his  end;  in 
44  every  argument  he  convinces,  becaufe  truth  is  his 
44  guide.  The  merit  of  thefe  colle&ive  works  can  be 
<c  duly  appreciated  by  thofe  only  who  have  carefully 
C£  perufed  their  feveral  parts;  and  of  fuch  readers,  it 
“ may  be  fafely  pronounced,  that  not  one  capable  of 
“ a relifh  for  what  is  beautiful  in  writing,  and  juft  in 
“ thinking,  has  ever  clofed  thefe  volumes  without 
c<  finding  his  heart  improved,  his  judgment  re&ified, 

44  and  his  tafte  refined.” 

* « 

Active,  however,  and  various  as  were  the  talents 

which  Dr.  Percival  pofleffed,  his  claims  to  the  regard 

of  pofterity  will  be  deemed  even  more  confiderable, 

when  44  the  nobler  parts  of  his  character  are  contem- 

■ 

44  plated  in  the  famfluary  of  his  virtues”  In  the 
the  judgment  of  thofe  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  his  conduft,  it  would  appear,  I am  perfuaded, 
no  eafy  matter,  to  deferibe  in  terms  too  lively  or 
unqualified,  the  fingular  purity  and  inflexible  refti- 
tude  of  his  nature.  A conflant  command  over 
the  powers^  of  his  judgment,  and  a mod  perfect 
controul  over  all  his  pafllons,  acquired  by  unre- 
mitting pains,  feemed  to  qualify  him  for  the  habi- 
tual exercife  of  virtue,  throughout  the  multiplied 
relations  of  his  life.  44  Poflefling  within  himfelf,” 
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to  life  the  language  of  a great  writer,  45  a falient  liv- 
44  ing  principle  of  generous  and  manly  action,”  his 
conduct  was  directed  implicitly  by  the  rule  of  his 
moral  judgment,  and  conformed  more  perfectly  with 
the  ftandard  of  intrinfic  excellence  than  is  commonly 
obferved  even  among  the  molt  virtuous  of  mankind. 
This  independence  of  principle  too  appeared  manifeft 
in  that  dignity  of  exterior  deportment,  which,  with- 
out effort  or  affectation,  he  invariably  preferved.* ** 
Yet  fo  eminent,  at  the  fame  time,  was  the  gentlenefs 
.and  the  fuavity  of  his  temper,  that  thofe  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  nobler  and  rarer  virtues  which 
he  poffeffed,  readily  paid  the  tribute  of  refpect  to  thefe 
engaging  qualities.  44  Nihil  metus  in  rcultu\  gratia 
44  oris  fupererat ; bompn  virum  facile  crcdcres,  magnum 
44  libenter .”  Perhaps  it  has  hardly  ever  happened,  that 

* “ De  toutes  les  qualites  des  homines (fays  M.  Neckar,  in  his 
admirable  treatife,  ‘ De  l' Importance  des  Opinions  Religieufesj) 
“ la  plus  rare , ei  la  plus  impofante , dejl  /’ elevation  dans  les  penfeesy 
“ dans  les  fentimens , et  dans  les  rnanieres  ; accord  majefeux  que  la 
“ veritefeule  pent  entretenir,  et  que  la  moindre  exageration,  le  plus 
“ petit  dehors  afafie,  derange  ct  fait  difparoitre.  L’ elevation  ne 
“ rejfemhle  point  adirgueil , encore  vioins  a la  vanitc ; car  une  defer 
“ beaut  es  efl  de  id  etre  jamais  a la  recherche  des  hommage  des  autre s ; 
“ /’  homme  done  d*  une  veritable  elevation  fe  place  an  defies  vieme  de 

**  fes  juges  ; il  ne  compte  qiC  avec  Ini  meme,  il  vit  fur  ! empire  deft 
“ confciente } et  ferdela  dignite  d' lintel  maitre , il  ne  vent  point  d' 
“ autre  dependance 
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nature  and  felf-government  have  fo  happily  confpired, 
as  to  form  a character  more  confident  in  its  parts, 
more  amiable  in  its  energies,  or  more  juft  and  rational 
in  its  conduct. 

To  the  invefligation  of  religious  truths  Dr.  Perciva^ 
was  accuftomed  to  apply  the  fame  candid  and  patient 
fpirit  of  enquiry,  which  he  exercifed  in  his  various 
refearches  into  Nature;  and  he  has  with  equal  juftnefs 
and  felicity  expofed  the  danger  of  indulging  a con- 
trary difpofition,  wdrerever  truth  is  the  objeft  of  our 
purfuit.  ec  Scepticifm  and  credulity/’  he  obferves, 
44  are  equally  unfavourable  to  the  acquifitipn  of 
cc  knowledge:  the  latter  anticipates,  the  former  pre- 
44  eludes,  all  enquiry.  One  leaves  the  mind  fatisfied 
, 44  with  error,  the  other  with  ignorance;  and  both 
44  magnify  trifles  into  confirmations  firong  as  facred 
46  proofs.  The  faftidioufnefs  of  fcepticifm,  by  anin- 
44  ftantaneous  decifion,  rejects  truth,  combined  with 
adventitious  falfhood.  The  blindneis  of  credulity 
44  adopts  falfliood,  even  as  a function  to  truth.”  In 
another  place,  fpeaking  of  infidel  philofophers,  he 
remarks,  “ Such  degrading  and  unhappy  notions 
*'  often  fpring  from  a love  of  paradox,  a pafiion  for 
“ novel  hypothefis,  ambition  to  be  victorious  in  fubtle 
**  deputation,  and  a contempt  for  eftabliflied  author 


CCXXX11  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 


“ rity;  accompanied  for  the  mod  part  with  an  irn- 
“ plicit  fubmifhon  to  empirics  in  fcience,  whodogma- 
c*  tize  mod  when  they  aflume  the  malic  of  fcepticilm. 
Cc  To  the  fuccefsful  purfuit  of  truth,”  he  declares,  (in 
language  defcriptive  of  himfelf,)  41  it  is  neceffary  to 
44  bring  a well-difciplined  mind,  modell  and  fober  in  its 
44  views,  and  uninfluenced  not  only  by  vulgar,  but 
44  by  philofophical  prejudices;  which  are  far  more 
44  dangerous,  becaufe  more  plauflble  and  fafcinating. 
44  When  fubjefts  of  theology  are  invedigated,  reve- 
44  rence  and  humility  diould  be  aflfociated  with  all 
44  our  reafonings.” 

It  may  be  afferted,  then,  that  piety  towards  God, 
and  a deep  fenfeof  moral  accountablenefs,were  among 
the  prevailing  and  active  fentiments  of  Dr.  Percival’s 
mind.  So  intimately,  in  truth,  were  they  blended 
with  his  habitual  feelings  and  motives  of  condmd, 
that  the  dignity  which  he  derived  from  them  in  the 
more  important  concerns  of  life,  feemcd  infeparably 
attached  even  to  his  familiar  actions.  His  views  both 
of  natural  and  revealed  religion  were  of  an  elevated 
order;  luch  as  he  conceived  to  accord  with  the  in- 
ftnndions  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  fpeculative  conclu- 
fions  of  his  reafon.  Eut  his  piety  was  without  gloom, 
and  his  philofophy  without  any  mixture  of  auderity. 
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The  (train  of  ferioufnefs  which  pervades  his  moral 
writings,  obvioufly  exhibits  the  characteriftic  ten- 
dency of  his  mind.  The  moral  and  theological  dif- 
fertations  which  are  contained  in  the  volume  of 
<c  A Father's  Injirudions comprehend  a general 
view  of  his  opinions,  together  with  an  examination 
of  fome  particular  doctrines ; whilft  the  beautiful  and 
animated  digreilions  of  the  lame  nature,  which  are 
annexed  to  h:s  treatife  on  Medical  Ethics , telfify 
his  unfading  ardour ; and  will  be  read  with  peculiar 
intereft,  as  the  latefl  effufions  of  his  mind  on  the 
favourite  topics  of  his  meditation. 

"1  he  fentiments  of  an  intimate  obferver  and  an  able 

\ 

judge  or  Dr.  Percival’s  moral  attributes  may  once 
more  be  adduced.  cc  Highly  as  this  excellent  man,” 

9 

he  declares,  <c  was  to  be  admired  and  loved  for  his 
cc  engaging  manners,  and  his  intellectual  endowments ; 
cc  thefe  fentiments  are  yet  more  forcibly  excited  by 
<c  the  exalted  qualities  which  dignified  and  embellifhed 
ec  his  moral  nature . Thefe  were  the  precious  gems 
“ that  filed  around  his  chara&er  that  lufire  which 
cc  made  him  a public  light.  From  thefe  did  all  his 
cc  attainments  derive  their  fieri ing  value.  To  thefe 
were  all  his  other  qualifications  rendered  fubfer- 
t4  vicnt  j and  from  their  pervading  influence  did  he 
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*6  acquire  that  fecret  charm  which  gave  him  an  irre- 
6i  fiftible  afcendant  over  the  affections  of  all  who 

44  knew  him.  A ft  rift  probity  and  an  inviolable 
£{  love  of  truth  were,  perhaps,  the  mod  confpicuous 

4 5 in  the  affemblage  of  thefe  moral  graces.  From 

44  thefe,  his  whole  conduff  derived  a purity  and 

44  elevation,  i'uch  as  could  fpring  only  from  a mind 

44  in  which  the  fined:  Fenfibil ities  of  virtue  had  ever 
* 

44  remained  unhurt  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  difhonour. 
44  It  was  delightful  to  behold  a man  diftinguiftied  in  a 
44  profeffion,  in  which,  whether  truly  or  not,  reli- 
44  gious  fcepticifm  has  been  fuppofed  to  prevail  ; pro- 
44  minent  in  the  walks  of  philofophy,  which  in  latter 
44  times  has  too  often  but  milled  her  votaries ; and 
44  honoured  in  all  the  literary  circles  of  an  age,  whofe 
44  peculiar  pride  it  has  been  to  undermine  eftablilhed 
44  opinions  \ lending  the  whole  weight  and  mo* 
4£  ment  of  his  name  and  talents  to  the  maintenance 
44  of  genuine  religion,  and  the  fupport  of  Chriftian 
44  virtues.  Educated  a Difienter,  he  fteadily  retained 
44  the  principles  of  rational  diffent,  without  defeend- 
44  ing  to  be  a partizan.  Solicitous  upon  all  occa- 
44  fions  to  make  the  Scripture  the  interpreter  and 
44  the  tell  of  religious  truth,  he  had  imbibed  from 
44  the  peril  fill  of  the  (acred  volume,  an  enlightened 
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“ familiarity  with  tliofe  great  truths  which  mud 
a lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  creed  of  every  fincere 
tl  Chriftian.  His  religious  tenets  were  therefore 
“ revered  by  the  truly  good  and  candid  of  all  deno- 
“ minations ; and  by  fome  of  the  mod  eminent 
“ divines,  and  worthied  prelates  of  the  Edablidied 
C£  Church,  his  correfpondence  and  friendly  inter- 
“ ccurfe  were  highly  edeemed,  and  his  opinions  not 
cc  unfrequently  cited  and  recommended. ” 

In  the  welfare  of  the  State,  and  in  political  meafurcs 

K 

of  almod  every  defcription.  Dr.  Percival  was  accus- 
tomed to  indulge  a lively  intered  ; and  on  great  occa- 
sions the  filiation  of  affairs,  or  the  conducd  of 
government,  feemed  to  rake  a hold  upon  his  feelings, 
deeper  than  is  ufual  even  among  men  more  clofely 
connected  with  public  proceedings.  He  fully  accorded 
with  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Burke,  cc  that  when  the 
Ci  affairs  of  the  nation  are  didra&ed,  private  people 
c'*  are,  by  the  fpirit  of  the  law,  judided  in  depping 
cc  a little  out  of  their  ordinary  fpheres.  They  enjoy 
i(  a privilege  of  fomewhat  more  dignity  and  effect, 
<£  than  that  of  idle  lamentation  over  the  calamities  of 
Cc  their  country.  They  may  look  into  them  narrow - 

44  ly,  they  may  reafon  upon  them  liberally,  and  may 

< 

44  fometimes  be  of  fervice  to  thecaufeof  government 
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On  one  occafion  only  was  Dr.  Percival’s  pen  em- 
ployed cn  the  fubjects  of  political  difquifition.  Bat 
his  Effay  on  Taxation  may  afford -an  example  of  the 
general  tenor  of  his  principles,  and  of  his  claim 
to  the  reputation  of  a temperate  and  conflitu- 
tional  Whig.  Devotedly  attached  to  the  welfare  of 
his  country,  he  viewed  with  a watchful  and  even 
jealous  eye  any  tendency  towards  an  incroachment 
on  the  great  charters  of  its  privileges  and  happinefs. 
He  rejoiced  in  the  poffeffion  of  freedom,  not  that 
it  might  afford  a latitude  to  political  offences,  or 
indulgence  to  the  reliefs  fpirit  of  difobedience,  but 
from  a conviction  of  its  powerful  and  beneficial 
aid  in  the  advancement  of  our  focial  nature.  Firm 
in  his  principles,  and  moderate  in  his  expectations, 
he  turned  with  averfion  from  thofe  fchemes  of  inno- 
vation which  a philofophic  fancy  may  project,  but 
which  infatiahle  violence,  at  the  fignal  of  authority, 
may  be  roufed  to  execute.  Thofe  exceffes  which  have 
recently,  and  perhaps  indelibly,  polluted  the  name  of 
Freedom,  he  regarded  in  their  genuine  forms  of  hor- 
ror. But  whilft  he  deprecated  the  calamities  which 
have  followed  the  li  cent  ion  fuels  of  French  liberty, 
he  lamented,  in  common  with  the  more  enlightened 
and  calm  fpeftaiors  of  thofe  events,  the  permanent 
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injury  which  lias  been  fuffained  to  the  caufe  of 
political  reformation  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  prudence  of  Dr.  Percival  in  the  ordinary  bufi- 
nefs  and  intercourfe  of  life  was  marked  chiefly  by  a 
fteady  attention  to  the  rule  of  equity  and  propriety. 
In  his  perfonal  affairs,  his  commerce  with  the  world 
was  diftinguiflied  by  the  mod  unremitting  fpirit  of 
liberality  ; and  his  private  generoflty  was  not  unfre- 
quently  betrayed  by  the  unfufpe&ing  confidence 
which  he  indulged.  In  matters,  however,  of  ferious 
concern,  his  conduft  was  regulated  by  the  ftandard 
of  exact  and  fcrupulous  reftitude;  and  his  caution  in 
purfuing  meafures  that  might  affeft  his  own  reputa- 
tion or  that  of  others  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  was  a 

confpicuous  part  of  his  character. By  this  habitual 

prudence  he  conciliated  to  an  uncommon  degree  the 
regard  of  thofe  around  him,  and  excited  an  univerfal 
fentiment  of  deference,  which  preferved  him  even  from 
the  contagion  of  party  fpirit.  In  the  courfe  of  a long 
life  of  aftive  ufefulnefs,  he  had  frequent  occaflon  to 
reflect  with  fatisfa&ion  on  the  temperate  and  meafured 
fyftem  which  he  had  purfued ; while  he  might  derive 
fome  gratification  from  the  frequent  demand  of  his 
fervices  as  a candid  and  judicious  moderator. 


The  perfonal  frame  of  Dr.  Percival  was  about  the 
middle  ftature;  but  (lender,  and  not  adapted  to  any 
confiderable  exertions  of  ftrength.  The  delicacy  of 
his  conftitution  profcribcd  the  violent  or  long-con- 
tinued exercife  of  his  bodily  powers;  fo  that  he  was 

leldom  capable  of  enduring  much  fatigue. His 

addrefs  was  pleafmg,  and  his  countenance,  efpecially 
on  a firlt  approach,  befpoke  in  an  eminent  degree  the 
inviting  benevolence  of  his  heart.  Neither  in  public 
or  private  fociety  was  he  embarraffed  by  unforefeen  or 
untoward  occurrences;  his  dexterity,  on  the  contrary, 
in  obviating  unexpected  difficulties,  was  fingularly 

happy. In  the  company  of  Grangers,  of  his  family, 

or  friends,  his  converfation  was  alike  cheerful,  polite, 
and  varied.  A dignified  affability,  expreffive  of  cor- 
refponding  virtues,  and  improved  by  an  habitual 
attention  to  the  more  elegant  forms  of  intercourfe, 
was  the  uniform  attribute  of  his  manner  ; whilfl  the 
congeniality  of  that  manner  with  the  temper  and  pur- 
fuits  of  the  individual  ftamped  upon  it  the  moff 
genuine  chara&er  of  fimplicity.  £C  Tanta  illi  comilas 
“ in  foci  os;  vifuque  ct  audit  u juxta  venerabilis  !” 
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IF  the  preceding  narrative  dial l have  ferved  in 
any  adequate  degree  to  illuftrate  the  character  and 
opinions  of  its  venerable  Subjeft,  the  purpofe  of  the 
writer  will  be  fulfilled,  and  his  hopes  fufficiently  re- 
warded, That  the  reprefentation  he  has  drawn  will 
be  recognized  as  the  entire  or  perfett  image  of  Dr. 
Percival’s  mind,  he  cannot  prefume  to  expert;  fenfible 
as  he  is,  that  if  the  habits  of  relationfhip  may  have 
afforded  him  an  ample  acquaintance  with  the  circum- 
flances  of  his  fubjefl,  they  may  alio  have  extended 
his  views  beyond  the  limit  of  difmtereded  judgment; 
or  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  have  given  him  the 
opportunity  of  nearer  and  more  accurate  obfervation. 
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they  may  have  led  him  to  the  inexcufable  error  of 
magnifying  unimportant  details.  lie  can  affert,  how- 
ever, with  confidence,  that  he  has  endeavoured  to 
exprefs  in  faithful  language  thofe  fentiments  which  are 
deeply  engraven  on  his  own  mind;  and,  that,  how- 
ever imperfect  be  the  fuccefs  of  that  endeavour,  he 
fliall  fecure  the  fatisfa&ion  of  having  gratified,  for 
a laudable  purpofe,  his  feelings  of  filial  veneration, 
cc  et,  in  contemplations  vita  per  virtutem  acta , defide - 
“ rinm  pairis,  folatiis  honejlis , iolerandi 

With  refpeft  to  the  Correfpondence  of  Dr.  Percival, 
which  forms  a part  of  the  preceding  Narrative,  it  may 
be  proper  to  obferve,  that  although  his  own  Letters 
furnish  an  imperfeft  fpecimen  of  his  talents  and  va- 
rious qualifications  as  an  epiflolary  writer;  yet  as 
they  comprehend  the  mofl  valuable  or  appropriate 
of  thofe  communications  which  accident  has  prefer- 
ved,  their  publication  has  been  deemed  advifable; 
more  efpecially,  fince  the  extenfive  correfpondence 
which  Dr.  Percival  maintained  with  perfons  of  emi- 
nence in  various  departments,  has  diffufed  a very 
general  opinion  of  the  interefl  and  value  of  his  private 
communications.  From  fuch  fources  undoubtedly 
may  have  arifen  the  credit  which  he  merited,  by 
his  Ikill  in  epiflolary  compofition,  a favourite 
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amuferaent  of  his  leifure.  But  the  fugitive  and  pe- 
rifhable  nature  of  fuch  compofitions,  and  the  fcanty 
number  of  duplicates  which  Dr.  Percival  preferved 
by  his  amanuenfes,  have  prevented  the  Editor  from 
gratifying  the  public  as  amply  as  might  be  wifhed ; 
and  from  effecting  a purpofe  which  he  had  confidently 
hoped,— of  rendering  the  Subject  of  the  narrative, 
in  a great  meafure,  his  own  Biographer. 

In  concluding  thefe  Memoirs  of  a life  eminently 
laudable  and  ufeful,  and  of  a character  virtuous  and 
accompli  filed  beyond  the  degree  which  excites  ordi- 
nary  admiration,  it  is  confolatory  to  record  the  tefti- 
monies  of  public  effeem  and  private  friendfliip,  which 
attended  the  loft  of  the  individual  in  whom  they  were 
united.  The  effufions  of  perfonal  refpeff  and  affec- 
tion which  that  melancholy  event  drew  from  a wide 
circle  of  acquaintance,  furnifhed  a pleafing  proof,  that, 
in  the  effimation  of  intimate  obfervers,  no  man 
perhaps  ever  left  behind  him  more  lively  memorials 
of  his  virtue.  The  public  tributes  of  veneration  of- 
fered to  his  memory,  were  equally  difinterefted  and 
gratifying.  But  it  is  probable  that  thofe  individuals 
only  who  purfued  the  heps  of  Dr.  Percival  from  the 
active  fcenes  of  life  to  the  retirement  of  domeftic  pri- 
vacy, could  be  adequately  acquainted  with  the  purity 


ccxlii 


POSTSCRIPT. 


1 

of  his  (entimenjs,  the  fuavity  of  his  temper,  the 
wifdom  and  fortitude  of  his  conduct;  fo  true  is  it,  in 
the  language  of  the  Roman  writer,  cf  fuit  Me  *vir 
cc  cum  for  ts  clams  turn  domi  admirandits  ; neque  rebus 
Ci  externis  magis  laudandus , quant  injlitutis  domefticis  ” 
The  following  Infcriptioo  merits  a place  in  thefe 
records,  as  a mingled  teflimony  of  public  refpect  and 
private  efieera.  It  is  the  production  of  the  clalTical 
pen  of  Dr.  Parr ; and  was  originally  defigned  for  the 
Tablet  which  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
of  Manchefter  has  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Dr. 
Percival. 

THOMAE  . PERCIVAL 

QJU 1 . NON  . SOLUM  .AD  . SOCIETATEM  . MAKCUNIENSEM 
CONSTITUENDAM 

CONSILIO  . HORTATU  . AUCTORITATE 

INCUBUIT  / 

SED  . CON  ST  ITU  TAM 
ANIMO  . ERUDITO 
SCRIPTI3  . ELEGANTISSIMIS  _ 

SINGULAR!  . MORUM  . COMITATE 
MULTUM  . ET  . DIU  . ORNAVIT 
SODALES  . EJUS  . SUPF.RSTITES 
HANC  . MARMOREAM  . TABELLAM 
D.  S.  I. 


V.  cc. 


APPENDIX. 


A 


I 


NOTE  (A.)  PAGE  XXXV. 


rpII£  fads  which  relate  to  the  Population,  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Manchefter,  are  fo  curious,  that  I am 
induced  to  infe.rt  in  this  place  a concife  ftatement  of  them,  together 
with  the  remarks  to  which  they  gave  rife.  “ At  the  clofe  of  the 
“ year  1772,”  fays  Dr.  Percival,  “ an  account  was  collected  from 
“ every  country  chapel,  both  epifcopal  and  diftenting,  in  the  parifli, 
ot  the  baptilms  and  burials  of  that  year.  The  former  were  found 


‘ to  amount  to  401 ; the  latter  to  246  ; and  there  is  a preemption 
; that  this  is  nearly  the  annual  proportion  of  deaths  in  the  parifli  of 
Manchefter,  exclude  of  the  town  and  townfhip.  For  the  number 
“ °*  burials  in  the  whole  parifli  was  in  the  fame  year  exactly  1,200; 
“ and  it  has  been  fliewn,  that  the  deaths  in  the  town  of  Manchefter, 
aie  one  year  with  another  958.  This  fum  being  fubtra&ed  from 
i^oo,  leaves  a remainder  (242)  for  the  country,  very  nearly  equal 
“to  246;  and  if  13,786,  the  number  of  people  in  the  parifli,  be 
divided  by  246,  it  will  appear  that  only  1 in  56,  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, {lies  annually;  whilft  the  yearly  mortality  in  Manchefter 
is  1 in  28.  Such  a ftriking  difpanty  in  the  healthinefs  of  a large 
' aijd  the  country  which  furrounds  it,  granting  it  to  be  lefts 
“‘than. has  been  fuppofed,  will  fcarccly  be  credited  by  thofe  who 
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4‘  have  paid  no  attention  to  inquiries  of  this  nature ; and  it  mud 
e<  afford  matter  of  aftonifhment  even  to  the  phyfician  and  the  philo- 
“ fopher,  when  he  reflects,  that  the  inhabitants  of  both  live  in  the 

fame  climate,  carry  on  the  fame  manufactures,  and  are  chiefly 
tc  fupplied  with  provifions  from  the  fame  market.  But  his  furprize 
<£  will  give  way  to  concern  and  regret,  when  he  obferves  the  havoc 
ee  produced  in  every  large  town,  by  luxury,  irregularity,  and  in- 
C(  temperance  ; the  numbers  that  fall  annual  victims  to  contagious 
“ difternpers,  which  never  ceafe  to  prevail ; and  the  pernicious  in- 
Ci  fluence  of  confinement,  uncleanlinefs,  and  foul  air,  on  the  dimi- 
“ nution  of  life.” 

It  is  obvious  that  therefult  of  thefe  and  limilar  inquiries  does  not 
extend  to  a folution  of  the  great  queftion  refpeCting  the  means  of 
increafing  or  diminiihing  national  population. 


NOTE  (b.)  PAGE  lvlii. 

Extrafi  of  a Letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.D. 
to  Dr.  Percival , dated  London , 1771. 

tc  my  return  to  London,  I found  your  favour  of  the  16th  of 

^ ]VIay.  I with  I could,  as  you  defire,  give  you  a better 
explanation  of  the  phenomenon  in  queftion,  fince  you  feem  not 
miite  fatisded  with  your  own  ; but  I think  we  want  more  and  a 
greater  variety  of  experiments  in  different  circumftances,  to  enable 
us  to  form  a thorough! y-fatisfaCtory  hypothefis. — I will  endeavour 
to  explain  to  you  what  occurred  to  rne  when  I firft  heard  of  the  faCt. 
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**  I fuppofe  it  will  be  generally  allowed,  on  a little  confederation 
of  the  fubjeCt,  that  fcarce  any  drop  of  water  was,  when  it  began  to 
. fall  from  the  clouds,  of  a magnitude  equal  to  that  it  has  acquired 
when  it  arrives  at  the  earth.  The  fame  of  the  feveral  pieces  of 
hail ; becaufe  they  are  often  fo  large  and  weighty,  that  we  cannot 
conceive  a poflibility  of  their  being  fufperded  in  the  air,  and  re- 
maining at  reft  there  for  any  time,  how  ftnall  fbever;  nor  do  we 
conceive  any  means  of  forming  them  fo  urge  before  their  fall.  It 
feems  then,  that  each  beginning  drop  and  particle  of  hail  receives 
continual  addition  in  its  p>ogrefs  downwards.  Tills  may  be  feveral 
ways ; by  the  union  uf  numbers  in  their  courfe,  io  that  v/hat  was  at 
firll  only  a defeending  milt  becomes  a fhower ; or  by  each  particle, 
in  its  defeent  through  air  that  contains  a great  quantity  of  diftblved 
water,  ftriking  againft,  attaching  to  itfelf,  an^i  carrying  down  with 
it,  fuch  particles  of  that  diflolved  water  as  happen  to  be  in  its  way; 
or  attracting  io  itfelf  fuch  as  do  not  lie  dir  eft  ly  in  its  courfe,  by  its 
different  fate,  either  with  regard  to  common  or  electric  fire,  or  by 
all  thefe  caufes  united. 

“ In  the  fiifi  cafe,  by  the  uniting  of  numbers,  larger  drops  might 
be  made,  but  the  quantity  falling  in  the  fame  fpace  would  be  the 
fame  at  all  heights;  unlefs,  as  you  mention,  the  whole  fhould  be 
contracted  in  falling,  the  lines  deferibed  by  all  the  drops  converging ; 
fb  that  what  fet  out  to  fall  from  a cloud  of  many  thoufand  acres, 
fhould  reach  the  earth  in  perhaps  a third  of  that  extent;  of  which 
I foniewhat  doubt. 

“ In  the  other  cafe,  we  have  two  experiments,  i.  A dry  glafs 
bottle  filled  with  very  cold  water  will  prefently  colleCt  from  the 
feemingly  dry  air  that  furrounds  it,  a quantity  of  water  that  fhall 
cover  its  furface,  and  run  down  its  fides ; which  perhaps  is  done 
by  the  power  wherewith  the  cold  water  attracts  the  fluid,  common 
fire,  that  had  been  united  with  diftblved  water  in  the  air,  and  draw- 
ing that  fire  through  the  glafs  into  itfelf,  leaves  the  water  on  the 
outfidc.  2.  An  e leCirified  body  left  in  a room  for  fome  time  will  be 
more  co\ered  with  duft  than  other  bodies  in  the  fame  room  not 

electrified,  which  duft  feems  to  be  attracted  from  the  circumam * 
Halt  air . 
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“ Now  we  know,  that  the  rain,  even  in  our  hottefl  days,  comes 
from  a very  cold  region.  Its  falling  fometimes  in  the  form  of  ice 
fhews  this  clearly ; and  perhaps  even  the  rain  is  fnow  or  ice  when 
it  firll  moves  downwards,  though  thawed  in  falling  : and  we  know 
that  the  drops  of  rain  are  eleSlrifed.  But  thofe  caufes  of  addition 
to  each  drop  of  water,  or  piece  of  hail,  one  would  think,  could  not 
long  continue  to  produce  the  fame  effedt;  fince  the  air  through 
which  the  drops  fill  mull  loon  be  ftripped  of  its  previoufly  diffolved 
water,  fo  as  to  be  no  longer  capable  of  augmenting  them.  Indeed 
very  heavy  flowers  of  either  are  never  of  long  continuance ; but 
moderate  rains  often  continue  fo  long  as  to  puzzle  this  hypothefis. 
So  that  upon  the  whole,  I think,  as  I intimated  before,  that  we  are 
■yet  hardly  ripe  for  making  one,” 


The  philofophical  reader  may  perhaps  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
foregoing  fpeculations  tend  rather  to  confirm  than  to  invalidate  die 
probability  of  Dr.  Percival’s  hypothefis;  efpecially  as  the  wtiter 
has  himfelf  adopted  the  electric  fuppofition  of  convergency , in  order 

to  complete  his  explanation. By  the  obliging  permifion  of  the 

Bifiop  of  Landaff,  I annex  the  following  very  ingenious  communi- 
cation on  the  fame  fubject,  which  his  Lordflrip  tranfmitted  to  Dr, 
Percival  many  years  ago. 

“ Trumpington , near  Cambridge , July  12,  1774. 

“ I AM  much  obliged  to  you,  not  only  for  the  papers  which  you 
have  had  the  goodnefs  to  communicate  to  me  by  letter,  but  for 
your  ingenous  treatife  on  the  Poifon  of  Lead ; which  nothing  but 
the  extreme  hurry  of  my  affairs  in  the  Univerfity  could  have  pre- 
vented me  from  acknowledging  fooner.  With  refpedt  to  the  dif- 
ferent quantities  of  rain  falling  at  different  heights , I once  thought 
that  the  phenomenon  might  be  illuftrated  by  the  following  confi- 
derations.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  earth  to  be  a globe  of  rock  fait,  and 
to  be  covered  with  water  to  the  height  of  five  miles ; and  imagining 
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the  water  to  be  divided  into  fpeiicai  fhefls  of  equal  thickne/Tes, 
(fuppofe  one  hundred  yards  each,)  it  is  dear  to  me  that  tire  firft 
iliell  contiguous  to  the  furface  of  the  iait  would  contain  a much 
greater  quantity  of  fait  in  folution  than  tire  fecond,  the  fecond  more 
than  the  third,  the  third  than  the  fourth,  and  fa  on.  For  tire  water 
immediately  contiguous  to  the  fait  would  faturate  itfelf ; and  from 
that  ciicumffance  becoming  fpecificallv  heavier  than  the  water  ax 
the  dill  an  ce  of  a mile,  or  a quarter  of  a mile,  it  would  not,  from  the 
ordinary  motion  of  the  winds  and  tides,  mix  itfelf  uniformly  with 
the  whole  mafs  of  water.  Now  let  us  fuppofe  all  the  diflblved  fait 
to  be  precipitated,  and  die  precipitation  to  begin  from  tire  top  ; it 
is  evident  that  the  quantity  of  the  precipitate  will  increafe,  not 
fimply  with  dre  increafe  of  the  fpace  through  which  it  has  defee  nded, 
but  in  a higher  ratio,  inafmuch  as  the  laft  llieli  through  which  it 
defeends  may  be  fuppofed  to  contain  50  or  10c  times  as  much  as 
the  firfl.  Again,  inflead  of  fuppofing  the  flrelis  of  water  to  be  of 
the  fame  denfity,  and  as  fuch  capable  of  dilfolving  equal  quantities 
of  fait,  let  them  decreafe  in  denfity  in  any  high  ratio,  as  their  dis- 
tance from  the  far  face  of  the  fait  increafes;  and  it  will  from  that 
fuppofition  alfo  follow,  that  a much  greater  quantity  of  fait  muft  be 
fufpended  in  the  fhell  contiguous  to  the  fait,  than  in  any  of  the 

reft. You  will  readily  perceive  that  thefe  fuppofitions  are  wholly 

analogous  to  that  of  the  air  brooding  over  the  furface  of  the  earth  ; 
the  lower  fhells  of  which  will  be,  it  fhould  feenr,  much  more  loaded 
with  water  than  the  higher,  upon  the  hypothecs  that  water  is 
diflblved  in  air,  as  fait  in  water.  It  was  in  fame  fuch  way  as  this 
that  I endeavoured,  about  three  years  ago,  in  a letter  to  Dr. 
Heberden,  to  explain  the  phenomenon  you  have  fa  'much  better 
illuftrated.  When  I get  a little  leifure  from  the  bufmefs  of  my 
office,  I intend  to  refurne  my  chemical  lludies,  and  (hall  always  be 
happy  in  hearing  from  you  upon  any  fubjebt  touching  natural 
knowledge.55 
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N the  15th  of  May,  1780,  Dr.  Percival  fudained  the  lofs  of  a 


daughter,  in  the  third  year  of  her  age;  and  on  the  25th  day 
of  the  fame  month  died  one  of  his  fons,  a year  younger  in  age.  His 
fentiments  on  this  trying  occafi on  are  expreded  in  the  following 
fhort  communication  to  one  of  hjs  mod  edeemed  friends: — 

“ In  my  lad  letter,  I exprclled  my  fympathy  in  your  late  paternal 
fufferings.  Soon,  I fear,  it  will  be  my  unhappy  lot  to  experience 
the  like  mvfelf.  My  younged  daughter,  who  is  about  the  age  of 
the  one  you  lod,  was  attacked  by  the  hooping-cough  a fortnight 
ago.  Violent  pneumonic  fymptoms  enfued,  and  tbefe  have  termi- 
nated in  a confumption  of  the  lungs,  accompanied  with  thedronged 
fymptoms  of  hedtic  fever  I ever  faw  in  fo  young  a fubjedf . I have 
four  other  children  indilpoled.  One  has  the  hooping-cough 
feverely. 

“ Farewell,  my  dear  friend  ! Convinced  as  we  both  are  of  the 
redfitude,  wifdorn,  and  geodnefs  of  the  Deity,  I trud  we  have  not 
now  to  learn  gratitude  for  his  favours,  and  acquiefcence  in  his 
appointments.” 

The  following  Infcriptions,  dedicated  by  Dr.  Percival  to  the 
memory  of  his  Children,  may  judly  be  deemed  admirable  for  their 
piety,  fimplicity,  and  pathos. 
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On  Monday  May  the  15th,  M.  DCC.  LXXX. 
died,  of  the  Hooping-Cough, 
complicated  with 

HeCtic  Fever  and  Pulmonary  Confumption, 
MARIA  PERCIVAL, 
in  the  third  year  of  her  age. 

She  was  interred  at  Warrington, 
in  the  Chapel  Yard, 
on  the  1 8th  day  of  the  fame  month. 
Farewell,  my  beloved  Maria! 

Afflictive  long  will  be  thy  lofs; 
yet,  fweet 

the  Memory  of  thy  dawning  Virtues. 

Thy  meek  and  gentle  Spirit, 
too  tender  for  refiftance,  too  fncere  for  art, 
with  no  defence 
fave  Innocence  and  Love, 
might  have  fuffered  many  a,  painful  wound, 
in  the  conflicts  of 
Human  Life: 

And, 

That  Being, 

The  Difpenfations  of  whofe  Providence 
are  ever 

1 

kind,  and  wife,  and  juft, 
has  taken  thee  early 
not  prematurely 
to 

\ 

Himself: 

“For  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven” 
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On  Thurfday  May  the  25th,  M.DCC.LXXX, 

died. 

Of  the  Hooping-Cough,  and  Acute  Afthma, 
EDWARD  BAYLEY  PERCIVAL, 
in  the  fecond  year  of  his  age. 

He 

was  interred  on  the  following  Sunday, 

at  Warrington, 

» 

in  the  fame  vault 

with  his  Sifter  and  infeparable  companion, 

s Take  back, 

01  Gorr 

Thy  dear,  thy  Iatefl  gift! 

A Mothers  Solace,  and  a Father^  Hopei 

Pity  the  parting  pang 
fo  fbon  renewed ! 

Forgive  this  Sigh 
that  faintly  utters 
*e  Let  thy  Will  be  0one'w 


note  (d.)  page  Ixxii. 

r~j~TIE  following  letters  are  infertedin  this  place,  as  a teflimony 
of  the  gracious  manner  in  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
fignify  his  acceptance  of  the  Addrcfs  of  the  Manchefler  Society. 

From  Dr.  PES.cir.4i  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt. 

Sir,  “ Manchejler , Feb.  19,  1785. 

“ THE  Literary  and  Pliilofophical  Society  of  Manchefler  have  a 
volume  of  Memoirs  in  the  prefs,  which  is  nearly  completed ; and  they 
are  ambitious  to  inferibe  their  firft -fruits  to  the  King,  f am  there- 
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fore  commiflioned  to  requeft  your  good  offices  with  his  Majefty,  as 
our  folicitor  on  this  occaiion.  The  papers  to  be  publifhed  have 
been  carefully  fele&ed  from  the  inclofed  lift: ; and  many  of  them 
have  been  delivered  or  tranfmitted  by  perfonsof  diftinguifhed  rank 
in  the  republic  of  letters.  You  may  therefore,  I truft,  be  affured 
that  the  work  will  not  difgrace  the  Royal  Patronage.  It  gives  me 
fome  pain  to  trouble  you  with  any  application,  which  may  in  the 
flighteft  degree  interrupt  your  very  important  engagements  at  this 
interefting  period  of  public  bufinefs  : but  the  Marquis  of  Lans- 
down,  with  his  ufual  friendlinefs,  informs  me,  that  propriety  requires 
I fhould  write,  either  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  DeJ 
partment,  or  to  you.  And  I am  influenced  to  addrefs  myfelf,  in 
the  name  of  our  Society,  to  Mr.  Pitt,  from  the  high  refpeft  I en- 
tertain for  his  character,  as  well  as  from  the  fecret  pride  I feel  in 
foliciting  a favour  from  one  to  whom  I lhould  deem  it  a peculiar 
honour  to  be  obliged. 

With  the  moft  cordial  wiflies  for  your  health,  happinefs,  and 
fuccefs,  I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient 
humble  fervant,  & c.” 


From  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt  to  Dr.  Percival. 


b(R’  “ Donwiing-Street , April z g. 

“ I Received  the  favour  of  your  letter  ; and  have  in  confequence 
taken  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  the  King  the  requeft  of  the 
Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Manchefter,  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  inferibe  a volume  of  their  Memoirs  to  his  Majefty  ; 
and  I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  his  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  authorize  me  to  fignify  his  confent. 

“ I think  myfelf  much  flattered  by  the  manner  in  which  this 
commiflion  has  teen  conveyed  tome;  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

vith  gicat  rcfpecl,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  faithful  fer^ 
vant,  &c. 
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From  the  Plight  Hon.  William  Pitt  to  Dr  Pekctval. 

Sir,  ts  Doivning-Street,  November,  1785-. 

“I  HAVE  received  your  favour  of  the  nth  inftart,  and  alfb 
the  two  copies  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society;  and  agreeably  to  the  wifhes  of  the  gentlemen,  i have  this 
day  prefented  one  of  the  copies  to  his  Majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to 
accept  it  very  gracioully. 

“ Permit  me  at  the  fame  time  to  rerjueff,  that  you  will  ailu  e he 
Society  that  I feel  very  fenlibly  their  polite  atttentioo  to  or  open 
the  occafion ; and  that  you  will  believe  me  to  be,  with,  z/xat  vchx 
Sir,  your  mofl  obedient  humble  fervant,  See.” 


NOTE  (e.)  page  Ixxii. 

rjpiIE  following  are  extracts  from  fome  communications  of  M. 

Froffard,  of  Lyons,  the  ingenious  and  intelligent  author  of  a 
work,  entitled  “ La  Caufe  cles  Efclaves  Negres , et  des  Habit  a vs  de 
h GuineeP  The  letters  are  acldrcffcd  to  Dr.  Percivnl,  and  will 
be  found  to  contain  criticifms  on  “ the  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
M.  dePolier,”  on  the  volumes  of  “ A Father’s  Inftru<5>ions,”  and 
other  fmaller  pieces,  which  M.  Froffard  fucceflively  tranflated  into 
the  French  language.  Some  complimentary  and  irrelevant  paffages 
are  omitted. 


( T ranjlatlons.) 

“ Lyons,  March  3,  1783. 

I Received  by  a friend,  a few  days  ago,  your  Tribute  to  the 
Memory  of  Charles  de  Polier,  efq.  I read  this  little  work  with 
much  pleafure,  and  have  found  it  as  juft  as  it  is  elegant  and  pathetic. 
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Perceiving  the  deAgnof  your  Society,  in  communicating  theEloge 
to  me,  r haften  to  fulfil  their  wilhes,  by  executing  a tranflation  of 

it. The  countryman,  die  companion,  the  friend  of  liim  whole 

lofs  you  deplore ; I recognize  in  every  feature  of  your  defcription 
the  delineation  of  truth.  I obferve  with  fatisfa&ion  the  praifes 
which  you  have  conferred,  and  your  eftimation  of  the  qualities  of 
the  heart  above  thofe  of  the  underftanding.  M.  de  Polier  is  painted 
in  colours  the  moil  natural,  illuftrating  not  only  his  mind,  but 
your  own.  From  this  perufal,  I cannot  but  imagine  that  I fee  and 
am  acquainted  with  you.  The  value  of  knowledge,  virtue,  and 
modeffcy,  is  never  fo  powerfully  inculcated,  as  when  they  are  exem- 
plified in  the  character  of  the  writer. 

“ I lhail  avail  myfelf  of  an  opportunity  which  con- 
veys to  England  Dr.  Blair’s  volumes,  to  fend  you  a few  fpecimens 
of  my  tr (inflation  of  your  eloquent  Eloge  ; &c.  See. 


“ Lyons,  Aug.  r,  1783. 

“ I Received  by  my  old  and  refpe&ed  friend  M***,  the  excel- 
lent work  (“  A Father’s  Iriftruiftions”)  which  you  had  the  goodnefs 
to  lend  me,  and  I perufed  it  with  avidity.  There  is  nothing  more 
juflly  interefting  than  to  fee  a wife  and  tender  parent  devoting  his 
Ieifure  to  the  improvement  of  young  minds ; and  by  a variety  of 
inftru&ive  lelfons,  infpiring  them  with  the  love  of  truth,  juftice,  and 
ufefulnefs.  You  will  reap  the  fruit  of  a fyilem  of  education  fo  ra- 
tional and  engaging;  and  its  value  will  be  felt  by  your  country,  as 
well  as  by  your  family.  I am  delirous  to  tranfmit  to  my  country- 
men a treafure  fo  precious,  and  defer  the  tranflation  only  till  my 
completion  of  Dr.  Blair’s  Sermons.  \ 

“ ^ie  death  of  M.  de  Polier,  the  father,  has  changed  the  arrange- 
ment relative  to  your  eloquent  “ Tribute,”  See.  Madame  de 
Cioufaz,  the  After  of  your  friend,  had  dcflgned  to  tranflate  her 
brother  s eloge;  but  Ance  the  death  of  her  father,  file  has  begged 
me  to  fend  her  the  verAon  that  I had  prepared,  without  delay.  I 
obeyed  her  wilhes,  and  received  a moft  affe&irig  letter  in  reply.  She 
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informs  me  of  additional  lodes  which  fhe  has  fuftained,  and  of  the 
weak  ftate  to  which  her  afflictions  have  reduced  her. 

‘ I have  read  (ffle  fays)  and  tranferibed  your  tranflation  of  Dr. 
Percival’s  eloge  with  a flood  of  tears,  which  will  convince  you  of  the 
impreffion  it  made  on  my  mind.  It  has  been  read,  and  mofl;  de- 
fervedlyadmired,  by  every  perfon  of  tafte  andjudgment  in  Laufanne 
I intended  to  acknowledge  your  favour,  and  inform  you  of  our  de- 
cifion  not  to  publifh  any  of  my  brother’s  papers.  M y weak  health 
has  been  almofl  deflroyed  by  anxieties,  and  I was  fcarcely  able  to 
recolleCt  my  ideas  concerning  my  beloved  and  lamented  brother, 
and  to  follow  my  late  relatives  to  the  grave,  when  I was  aflailed  by 
new  afflictions.  * * * 

‘ Such,  Sir,  is  the  melancholy  detail  of  the  calamities  with  which 
our  family  has  been  overwhelmed.  It  has  pleafed  God  in  his  wis- 
dom thus  to  affliCt  us;  happy  thofe  whom  he  has  taken  to  Himfelf! 
All  our  friends  here  have  read  the  eloge ; but  fince  the  death  of  our 
father  we  ourfelves  have  relinquiffled  the  office  of  publifhing  it. 
Every  one  would  have  pardoned  the  tendernefs  and  pride  of  the 
father  of  fuch  afon;  but  in  us  it  might  be  prefumptuous  to  execute 
the  talk.  If,  however,  the  publication  could  be  made,  without  our 
appearing  forward  in  the  work,  I confefs  it  would  delight  me.’ 

“ To  comply  with  the  defl re  of  this  amiable  woman,  I have  re- 
folved,  if  the  tranflation  meet  with  your  approbation,  to  join  it  to 
your  “ InftruCtions,”  as  a work  of  the  fame  author.”  * * * 


“ London , Dec.  1784. 

“ I Hoped,  even  to  this  day,  that  my  interefting  journey  to  Man- 
chefter  and  Edinburgh  would  be  accompliifhed  before  winter.  But 
the  fnow  which  now  covers  the  country,  and  the  extreme  cold, 
oblige  me  to  defer  till  March  the  pleafure  of  your  fociety,  and  the 
perfonal  acknow  ledgment  of  your  repeated  kindnefs. 

“ Your  letter  and  elegant  “ Moral  and  Literary  Diflertations,” 
awaited  my  arrival  in  London.  A few  days  afterwards  I had  the 
honbur  of  being  prefented  to  the  Queen;  and  in  the  courfe  of  our 
converfition,  this  amiable  Ptincefs  enquired  whether  any  Treatife 
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on  Education  had  lately  appeared.  You  will  eafily  believe  that  l 
ftrongiy  recommended  your  works,  as  adapted  equally  to  improve 
the  heart  and  underftanding  of  young  perfons.  The  Queen  was  un- 
acquainted with  them,  and  expreffed  her  fur-prize  that  they  had  not 
been  procured  for  her.  She  gave  orders  for  them  in  confequence. 
1 lent  the  Princefl'es  your  fecond  volume,  which  I had  carried  to 
London,  and  read  to  them  the  Socratic  Difcourfe  on  Truth.  I wa* 

a? 

much  thanked  on  my  departure. 

* * * “ You  muft  not  exprefs  your  obligations  to  me  for  having 
tranflated  your  interefting  works;  it  is  to  the  public  I render  the 

fervice. Elementary  books  for  young  perfons  are  much  wanted  in 

France.  Yo.ur’s  prefent  an  excellent  fyftem  of  morals,  captivating 
7u  ftvlt,  and  the  topics  of  difqmlition.  They  ought  to  be  made 
known  in  our  language  with  every  advantage;  but  the  veil  of  trans- 
lation muft  inevitably  conceal  their  beauties.  1 am  folicitous  to  re- 
ceive the  iaft  part,  that  die  whole  may  be  completed. 

Accept,  dear  Sir,  the  afturance  of  refpeft  and  attachment  from 
him  who  moft  anxiouily  feeks  your  efteem  and  friendfhip ; and 
who  has  the  honour  to  remain  with  much  conlideration,  See.  &c.” 


/ 


NOTE  (F.)  PAGE  clxxix. 


J'K  his  early  youth  Mr.  James  Percival  difplayed  a vigour  of  under- 
ftanding and  clearnefs  of apprehenfion,  which  are  rarely  evinced 
even  in  riper  age.  On  quitting  fchool,  he  palfed  fome  time  in  the 
ftudy  of  mathematics  and  natural  fcience  under  the  guidance  of  an 
able  mafter;  and  from  his  tafte  and  rapid  proficiency  in  thefe  pur- 
suits, there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  he  might  have  arrived  at  emi- 
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nence,  had  he  chofen  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of  application.  In  his 
eighteenth  year  he  was  placed  under  the  private  tuition  of  Dr. 
Aikih,  who  then  relided  at  Yarmouth,  and  whole  friendly  and  in- 
ftruCtive  intercourfe  he  enjoyed  for  fome  time.  At  the  clofe  of  this 
period  a few  months  were  occupied  by  a tour  through  fome  parts 
of  Germany  and  Holland,  terminated  by  a fhort  relidence  at  Leyden. 
On  his  return  from  the  Continent,  Mr.  Percival  proceeded  to  the 
Univedity  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  engaged  with  diligence  and 
fuccefs  in  the  ftudies  of  Medical  fcience.  From  this  place  he  trans- 
ferred his  refidence  to  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge;  but  be- 
coming averfe  to  the  long  period  of  delay  which  at  that  Univedity 
is  required  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phyfic,  he  returned  once 
more  to  Edinburgh;  where  he  was  engaged  in  completing  the 
courfe  of  his  Academical  difcipline, — when  the  fatal  circumftance  of 
his  death  happened,  and  the  bright  profpedt  of  his  maturing  years 
ranifhed  for  ever ! 

The  refpeCt  and  affection  which  Dr.  Percival  cherifhed  for  the 
memory  of  his  fon,  are  expreffed  in  two  tributary  infcriptions, 
(written  in  Latin;)  one  of  which  is  engraved  on  his  tomb-ftone,  in 
the  burial-place  of  the  Chapel  of  eafe,  Briftow-ftreet,  Edinburgh; 
the  other  is  preferved  as  a family  record,  and  teftifies  the  high 
value  which  Dr.  Percival  entertained  of  his  fon’s  moral  and  intel- 
lectual endowments.  The  following  are  the  concluding  lines : 

* 

01  mi  Fill  honor  ande, 
quern , in  fuhlime  elatum > 
non  lug  ere  fas  ejl, 
quando  iterum  te  afpiciam  P 
quandoqttc  licebit 
tecum  denuo  quarere  verum , 
arcana  naturae  explorarc> 
penetralia  mentis  recluderc , 
et 

philofophicC  facrjc 

integros  fontes  accedere  atque  haurire f 
Summo  N umine 
prefente  ac  favente 
omne  in  cevum  ? 
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Copy  of  Dr . Percifal7 s Communication  to  the  Board  of  Health . 


“ January  jth,  1796. 

^ I ''HE  objects  of  the  Board  of  Health  are  three-fold: 

“I.  To  obviate  the  generation  of  difeafes: 

“ II.  To  prevent  the  fpreading  of  them  by  contagion: 

“ In-  To  fhorten  the  duration  of  exifting  difeafes,  and  to  mitigate 
their  evils,  by  affording  the  neceffary  aids  and  comforts  to  thofe  who 
labour  under  them. 

“ Under  the  firft  head  are  comprehended,— The  infpe&ion  and 
improvement  of  the  general  accommodations  of  the  poor;  the  pro- 
hibition of  fuch  habitations  as  are  fo  clofe,  noifome,  or  damp,  as 
to  be  incapable  of  being  rendered  tolerably  falubrious ; die  removal 
of  privies  placed  in  improper  fixations;  p'rovifion  for  white-wafhing 
and  cleanfing  the  houfes  of  the  poor,  twice  every  year;  attention  fo 
their  ventilation,  by  windows  with  open  cafements,  &c. ; the  in- 
fpeftion  of  cotton-mills,  or  other  factories,  at  ffated  feafons,  with 
regular  returns  of  the  condition,  as  to  health,  clothing,  appearance, 
and  behaviour  of  the  perfons  employed  in  them;  of  the  time 
allowed  for  their  refrefhment  at  breakfaff  and  dinner;  of  the  number 
of  hours  afligned  for  labour;  and  of  the  accommodations  of  thofe 
ttho  are  parochial  apprentices,  or  who  are  not  under  the  immediate 
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direction  of  tlicir  parents  or  friends ; the  limitation  and  regulation 
of  lodging-houfes,  or  the  eftablifhment  of  caravanferas  for  paffen- 
gers,  or  thofe  who  come  to  feek  employment  unrecommended  or 
unknown;  the  eftablifliment  of  public  warm  and  cold  baths;  pro- 
vifion  for  particular  attention  to  the  cleaning  of  ftreets  which  are 
inhabited  by  the  poor,  and  for  the  fpeedy  removal  of  dunghills, 
and  every  fpecies  of  filth ; the  diminution,  as  far  as  is  practicable, 
of  other  noxious  effluvia,  fuch  as  thofe  which  arife  from  the 
work-houfes  of  the  fell-monger,  the  yards  of  the  tanner,  and  the 
flaughter-houfes  of  the  butcher;  the  fuperintendance  of  the  feveral 
markets;  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of  the  fale  of  putrid  flefh,  or 
fifh,  and  of  unfound  flour,  or  other  vegetable  productions. 

Under  the  fecond  general  head  are  included, — The  fpeedy  re- 
moval of  thofe  who  are  attacked  with  fymptoms  of  fever,  from  the 
cotton-mills,  or  factories,  to  the  habitations  of  their  parents  or 
friends,  or  to  commodious  houfes,  which  fhould  be  fet  apart  for  the 
reception  of  the  fick  in  the  different  diftriCts  of  Manchefter;  the 
requifite  attentions  to  preclude  unneceffary  communications  with 
the  fick  in  the  houfes  wherein  they  are  confined,  and  to  the  fubfe- 
quent  cleanfing  and  ventilation  of  their  chambers,  bedding,  and 
apparel ; and  the  allowance  of  a fufficient  time  for  perfeft  reco- 
very, and  complete  | purification  of  their  clothes,  before  they  return 
to  their  homes,  or  mix  with  their  companions  in  labour. 

u Under  the  third  head  are  comprehended, — Medical  attendance; 
the  care  of  nurfes ; and  lupplies  of  medicine,  wine,  appropriate 
diet,  fuel,  and  clothing. 

“ I.  Enquire  into  the  powers  of  the  committee  of  police,  and 
whether  they  be  not  competent  both  to  originate  and  effeftuate  the 
propofed  reforms  ? 

« II.  Or  whether  a hoard  of  health  might  not  with  more  pro- 
priety, becaufe  with  more  legal  authority,  be  appointed  by  the 
Committee  of  police,  to  aft  under  their  aufpices,  and  to  hold  from 
time  to  time  a communication  with  them? 

“ HI.  Or  might  not  a board  of  health  be  nominated  by  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  the  quarter-fefflons,  and  aft  under  their  aufpices,  ua 
conneftion  with  the  committee  of  police !” 
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Copy  of  a letter  from  Dr.  Haycatth^  of  Chefltr% 
to  Dr . Percival. 


* My  dear  Friend,  January  6 th,  1806. 

“ YOU  defire  me  to  communicate  fome  obfervations  on  the  heft 
means  of  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  low  fever,  at  prefent  very 
Prevalent  in  Manchefler,  and  its  neighbourhood. 

“ You  may  remember,  that  in  the  Chefler  Infirmary  we  have,  for 
the  lafl  twelve  years,  received  all  infectious  fever  patients,  that  re- 
quire our  afli fiance,  into  the  fever  wards,  one  for  each  lex,  appro- 
priated to  tiiis  purpofe. 

“ This  inflitution  arofe  from  the  fpeculations,  which  you  know 
had  engaged  my  attention,  on  the  nature  of  contagion.  Numerous 
fads  having  proved  that  a perfon  liable  to  the  final  1-pox  was  net 
infe&ed  by  a patient  in  the  diflemper,  when  placed  at  a very  little 
diflance,  I next  confidered  the  nature  of  the  contagion,  which  pro- 
duces putrid  fevers ; — I f'oon  difeovered  tliat  their  infc&ious  atmos- 
phere was  limited  to  much  narrower  extent  than  even  the  final! -pox. 
So  manifeflly  I obferved  this  to  be  the  cafe,  that  in  a dean  well- 
aired  room,  of  a moderate  fize,  the  contagious  poifon  is  fo  much 
diluted  with  frefh  air,  that  it  very  rarely  produces  the  diflemper, 
even  in  nurfes  expofed  to  all  the  putrid  miafms  of  the  breath,  per- 
fpiration,  fceces,  &c.  Whereas,  in  the  clofe,  dirty,  and  finall  rooms 
of  the  poor,  the  whole  family  generally  catch  the  fever.  Hence  we 
may  conclude,  that  in  a well-aired  and  clean  apartment,  the  air  is 
feldom  fo  fully  impregnated  with  the  poifon  as  to  acquire  an  infec- 
tious quality. 

“ On  thefe  confiderations,  I ventured  to  propofe  the  admiflion 
of  typhous  fevers  into  the  attic  flory,  on  one  fide  of  our  Infirmary, 
to  be  feparated  into  two  wards.  From  the  experience  of  a dozen 
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years,  I am  warranted  to  maintain  the  fafety  of  this  meafure-,  if 
conducted  under  very  eafy  practicable  regulations.  During  this 
period,  it  never  was  fuipeCfed  that  infe&ion  has  been  communicated 
to  a fin-gl’e  patient  in  other  parts  of  the  houfe. 

*£  Farther,  I maintain  that  an  edablifhraent  of  this  kind  is  indis- 
penfabty  neccfiary  in  all  Infirmaries,  to  preferve  them  from  what  is 
railed  the  hofpital  fever.  You  may  remember  that  I have  collected 
a conliderable  number  of  cafes  to  prove,  that  typhous  contagion, 
in-  fome  in  dances,  remains  in  the  body  many  days,  and  even  weeks, 
in  a latent  date,  before  the  fymptoms  of  fever  commence.  Patients 
ill  of  other  diforders,  are  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  from  infectious 
houfes,  where  they  have  caught  the  poifon.  The  fever  begins  after 
their  admiffion,  and  frequently  in  feds  others  in  the  fame  ward; — 
when  there  is  not  a due  attention  to  frefh  air  and  clearilrnefs ; or 
when  feveral  patients,  thus  previoufiy  infected,  are  admitted  into 
the  fame  ward.  But  in  the  Cheder  Infirmary,  every  fever  patient 
as  foon  as  obferved,  is  immediately  removed  into  die  fever  wards,  ix> 
as  to  preferve  all  the  red  of  the  houfe  perfectly  free  from  contagion. 

**  During  this  war,  Cheder  has  been  unufually  expofed  to  the 
danger  of  putrid  infectious  fevers.  Many  new-raifed  regiments, 
coming  from  Ireland,  with  numerous  recruits,  taken  out  of  jails, 
remained  in  Cheder  for  a few  weeks  after  their  voyage.  Great 
numbers  of  t'nefe  foldiers,  and  their  women,  were  ill  of  putrid  fevers, 
and  were  immediately  received  into  the  fever  wards  of  our  Infirmary. 
If  fuch  contagious  patients  had  been  didributed  in  the  public-houfes, 
and  poor  lodging-houfes,  through  this  city,  the  confequences  to 
many  of  onr  inhabitants  mud  have  been  dreadful. 

“ By  taking  out  of  a houfe  the  firft  perfon  who  fickens  of  a fever, 
we  preferve  the  red  of  the  family  from  infeClion,  together  with  an 
indefinite  number  of  their  neighbours,  who  would  otherwife  catch 
the  infection.  At  this  very  time,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Man- 
cheder,  and  many  other  places,  are  afflicted  with  a fatal  contagious 
epidemic,  only  two  patients  are  now  in  our  fever  wards,  and  both 
convalefcent : and  the  Apothecary  to  the  Infirmary,  who  attends 
the  out-poor  of  the  whole  city,  informs  me  that  he  has  now  not  a 
{ingle  fever  patient  under  his  care. 
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“ Sometimes,  but  very  feldom,  our  two  fever  wards  have  been 
fomewhat  crouded  with  patients.  I ffiould  judge  that  about  four 
or  fix  fpacious  wards  might  be  fufficient  for  Manchefter,  though  the 
inhabitants  are  much  more  populous,  and  perhaps  more  liable  to 
fevers,  from  their  unhealthy  dwellings,  occupations,  &c. 

“To  one  of  your  fagacious  difcernment,  it  would  be  fuperfluous 
to  fay  that  the  obfervations  above  advanced  are  founded  upon  fuch 
numerous  fads,  that  they  muff  give  convidion  to  every  impartial 
inquirer,  not  only  of  the  fafety,  but  of  the  efficacy,  of  the  propofed 
regulations. 

“ I am  confident  that  our  two  fever  wards  do  ten  times  more  real 
good  in  the  prevention  of  mifery,  than  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
Infirmary.” 


NOTE  (h.)  page  ccii. 

TN  the  early  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Percival  was  deflined  for  the 
profeflion  of  phyfic;  and  accordingly,  after  refiding  two  years 
at  St  John’s  College,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  he  proceeded 
to  Edinburgh,  where  he  attended  the  ledures  of  the  Medical  Pro- 
fefTors.  But  his  diftafte  for  thefe  purfuits  was  foon  manifeft,  and 
he  remained  there  during  one  feffion  only.  His  preference  for 
the  clerical  profeflion,  which  he  had  early  indulged,  began  to 
increafe  in  proportion  as  he  relinquiffied  other  views ; and  he  at 
length  refolved  on  returning  to  Cambridge,  where  he  purfued  his 
theological  and  moral  fludies,  without  interruption,  during  three 
years.  He  proceeded  to  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  the  year  1789; 
and  ffiortly  after  received  ordination  from  his  diocefan  the  Biffiop 
of  Chefter.  About  the  fame  period  he  was  nominated,  by  the  obli- 
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ging  friend/hip  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Waterford,  one  of  hisLord- 
fhip’s  chaplains ; and  was  appointed  by  the  Rev.  Geoffry  Hornby, 
nedtor  of  Winwick  in  Lancafhire,  one  of  the  curates  of  that  pariih. 
In  this  retirement  he  continued  for  fome  time,  experiencing  on 
all  occafions  the  liberal  and  adtive  kindnefs  of  his  patron.  But  a 
vacancy  occurring  in  the  church  belonging  to  the  Factory  of  Britifh 
Merchants  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  he  was  induced  to  declare  himfelf 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Chaplain;  and  by  the  zealous  exertions 
of  feveral  of  his  friends  connected  with  that  fettlement,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  gaining  the  appointment.  In  confequence  of  this  deter- 
mination, he  fet  fail  from  England,  and  arrived  at  St.  Peterfburgh 
in  September,  1792. 

The  integrity  and  the  affiduity  with  which  Mr.  Percival  dis- 
charged the  various  fundtions  of  his  profeffion,  were  teffiificd  on 
more  than  one  occafion,  by  the  unfolicited  marks  of  the  Company’s 
refpedt  and  liberality ; and  at  the  melancholy  period  of  his  deceafe, 
the  Factory  unanimoufly  adopted  the  refolution  of  attending  his 
remains  to  the  grave,  and  bearing  the  chargeof  his  public  interment. 
An  account  of  this  ceremony,  which  was  tranfmitted  from  St. 
Peterfburgh,  Rates,  that  * eight  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 
‘ Fadtory  were  pall-bearers;  and  his  corpfe  was  followed  to  the 
f place  of  burial  by  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  coun- 

* trymen,  with  heavy  hearts.  A neat  plain  Rone,’  it  is  added, 

* marks  where  one  of  the  beffi  men  that  ever  died  in  this  country  lies/ 
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TO 


T.  B.  P._ A.  P.~ F.  R— J.  P, 


& c. 


MY  DEAR  CHILDREN, 

*JPHE  little  prefent,  which  is  now  offered  to  your 
acceptance,  if  it  have  no  other  value,  will  at 
lead  evince  the  fmcerity  and  warmth  of  my  affe&ion 
for  you.  It  will  fliew  that  you  have  been  the  obje&s 
of  my  fondefl  attention,  and  tendered  folicitude. 
dhe  buflle  of  the  town  and  the  anxieties  of  an 

i 

a&ive  proreffion  have,  indeed,  neceffarily  diverted  my 
I thoughts,  and  at  times  excluded  your  image  from  my 
; mind;  but,  like  the  bird  which  has  been  hunted  from 
' her  neft,  my  heart  has  foon  returned  to  the  place 
1 where  all  its  pleafmg  cares  are  centered.  In  our  de- 
lightful retirement  at  Hart-Hill , every  thing  around 
! has  confpired  to  fugged  ideas  of  your  health, 

1 Tour  happinefs,  or  improvement.  The  fetting  fun. 
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the  fliady  tree,  the  whifpering  breeze,  or  the  fragrant 
flower,  have  alike  furnifhed  fome  tale  or  analogy, 
which  has  been  applied  to  your  inflru&ion. 

When  you  recoiled  thefe  Leflons  of  Wifdom  and 
Virtue,  I flatter  myfelf  you  will  affociate  with  them 
the  paternal  endearments,  with  which  they  were  de- 
livered; and  that  I fliall  live  with  honour  in  your 
memories,  when  forgotten  by  the  world,  and  moul-- 
dering  in  the  duA.  Such  immortality  I am  more 
ambitious  to  obtain,  than  all  the  fame  which  learn- 
ing or  philofophy  beftows. 

Adieu!  my  dear  children.  May  you  be  wife, 
virtuous,  and  happy ! And  hereafter  may  we  meet, 
to  part  no  more,  in  thofe  regions  of  the  blefled, 
where  our  knowledge  and  felicity  will  be  for  ever 
increafmg;  and  where  we  fliall  enjoy  together  the 
glorious  prefence  of  our  common  Father,  the  Parent 
of  the  univerfe ! 


THOMAS  PERCIVAL. 


Hart-Hill,  near  Manchester, 
Augufl  i,  l'/75. 


THE  PREFACE. 


A S the  following  Tales  and  Reflections  will  fall 
into  other  hands,  befides  thofe  of  the  author’s 
children,  for  whofe  ufe  they  were  folely  intended,  it 
may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  three 
objects  of  inflruCtion  have  been  principally  kept  in 
view.  The  lirft  and  leading  one  is  to  refine  the  feel- 
ings of  the  heart,  and  to  infpire  the  mind  with  the 
love  of  moral  excellence.  And  furely  nothing  can 
opei  ate  more  forcibly,  than  flriking  pictures  of  the 
beauty  of  virtue,  and  the  deformity  of  vice;  which 
at  once  convince  the  judgment,  and  leave  a Ming 
impreflion  on  the  imagination.  Dry  precepts  are 
little  attended  to,  and  foon  forgotten:*  and  if  in- 
culcated with  feverity,  they  produce  in  youth  an 
averfion  to  every  fubjeCt  of  ferious  reflection;  teach- 
ing them,  as  Erafmus  juflly  obferves,  virtutem  fimul 
odijfe  et  noJJ'e. 

The  fecond  defign  of  this  little  work  is  to  awaken 
curiolity,  to  excite  the  fpirit  of  inquiry,  and  to  con- 
vey,  m a lively  and  entertaining  manner,  a knowledge 
of  the  works  of  God.  On  this  account,  a ftrift 

* I-ongum  iter  per  precepta;  breve  ct  efficax  per  exempla. 

Seneca. 
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attention  has  been  paid  to  truth  and  nature.  No 
improbabilities  are  related ; and  moft  of  the  narra- 
tions are  conformable  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  things, 
or  derived  from  the  records  of  hiflory. 

The  third  end  propofed  is  to  promote  a more 
early  acquaintance  with  the  ufe  of  words  and  idioms. 
Thefe  being  only  the  arbitrary  marks  of  our  ideas, 
fuch  as  are  moil  proper  and  expreflive  may  be  learned 
with  no  lefs  facility  than  the  vulgar  and  familiar 
forms  of  fpeech. 

It  will  be  acknowledged  that  thefe  are  highly- 
interefting  and  important  objects;  but  the  attainment 
of  them  mull  depend  upon  the  attention  of  the  learner, 
and  the  capacity  of  his  parent  or  tutor  to  explain  the 
terms,  point  out  the  analogies,  and  enforce  the  re- 
flections which  are  here  delivered.  To  the  younger 
pupil,  therefore,  every  tale  that  is  fuited  to  his  years, 
fhould  be  made  a diftinct  leflfon;  and  a reafonable 
time  allotted  for  the  fullefl  illuflration  of  it:  and 
when  the  words,  the  fubjeCt,  and  the  moral  are 
clearly  underftood,  his  curiofity  concerning  whatever 
may  be  connected  with  or  fuggefted  by  them,  fhould 
be  gratified  and  encouraged. 

Such  an  early  exertion  of  almoft  every  faculty  of 
the  mind  cannot  fail  to  enliven  the  imagination, 
quicken  the  apprehenfion,  enlarge  the  underftanding, 
and  give  ftrength  and  folidity  to  the  judgment.  And 
thefe  are  the  moft  valuable  advantages,  which  can  be 
derived  from  the  completed  education.  For  half  of 
what  we  learn  in  youth  is  foon  loft  in  oblivion ; and 
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ferves  only  for  the  exercife  and  improvement  of  our 
capacities.  So  limited,  indeed,  are  the  powers  of 
memory,  that  every  man  of  letters  may  apply  to 
himfelf,  what  Dr.  Bentley  faid  of  Dr.  Gooch,  with 
a pride  difgracefu!  to  learning,  I have  forgotten 
more  knowledge  than  he  possesses. 

The  compofition  of  Themes  generally  forms  apart 
of  the  fyftem  of  education  in  public  fchools.  But 
the  talk  is  always  irkfome  to  boys,  and  feldom  well 
executed  by  them;  becaufe  a grave,  dida&ic,  and 
methodical  difcourfe  is  not  fuited  to  their  take  and 
genius.  The  writing  of  tales  and  fables,  with  moral 
refections,  might  perhaps  be  a more  ufeful  and  en- 
tertaining exercife;  as.it  would  afford  a greater  lati- 
tude for  invention,  would  better  dilplay  the  powers' 
of  imagination,  and  would  produce  the  happy  talent 
of  relating  familiar  and  trivial  occurrences  with  eafe 
and  elegance. 

No  attention  has  been  paid  to  fyftem  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  articles  contained  in  this  volume. 
They  are  placed  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
written;  and  they  were  written  at  various  times,  as 
leifure  allowed,  or  as  the  fubjefts  of  them  were  fug- 
gefted,  by  family  incidents,  and  other  fortuitous 
circumftances.  But  though  the  tales  are  feveraliy 
adapted  to  certain  ages  and  occ?fions,  it  is  hoped 
that  their  utility  will  not  be  confined  within  fuch 
precife  and  narrow  limits.  The  amufements  and  in- 
ftru&ions,  even  of  early  youth,  are  reviewed  in  man- 
hood with  fatisfa&ion  and  advantage.  And  as  the 
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lame  objeXs  at  different  periods  of  life  excite  different 
id  as  a. id  reflexions,  the  leffons,  which  are  compre* 
henfible  to  an  intelligent  boy  of  ten,  may  furnifh 
new  matter  to  him  at  twenty,  and  be  interefting  to 
others  of  every  age.* 

Perhaps  fome  apology  may  be  thought  neceffary 
for  the  publication  of  a work,  in  many  refpeXs  of  a 
private  nature,  and  profeffedly  written  by  a parent 
for  the  inftruXion  only  of  his  own  children.  The 
author  choofes  not  to  plead,  though  he  might  with 
truth,  the  felicitation  of  his  mod  judicious  friends, 
who  have  honoured  his  undertaking  with  their  ap- 
probation. He  relies  on  the  candour  of  the  public ; 
confcious  that  he  is  influenced  by  no  other  motive 
than  a fincere  defire  to  do  good.  And  he  flatters 
himfelf  that  precepts  which  have  flowed  from  the 
heart,  will  reach  the  heart,  and  produce  impreffions 
on  the  tender  minds  of  youth,  not  to  be  expeXed 
from  the  wifed  maxims,  delivered  with  coldnefs  and 
indifference. 

* M I read  in  Livy,”  fays  Montaigne,  “ what  another  man  does 
“ not;  and  Plutarch  read  in  him  what  I do  not.” 


A 


father's  instructions. 


PART  1. 


Hac  fcripji , non  Otii  Abundant!  a , fed  Amor  Is  erg  a t< 


Cic.  Epist. 


IDLENESS  AND  IRRESOLUTION. 

ORACE,  a celebrated  Roman  poet,  relates, 


that  a countryman,  who  wanted  to  pads  a 
river,  flood  loitering  on  the  banks  of  it,  in  thefoolifli 
expe&ation  that  a current  fo  rapid  would  foon  dis- 
charge its  waters.  But  the  dream  dill  dowed, 
increafed,  perhaps,  by  frefh  torrents  from  the  moun- 
tains; and  it  mud  for  ever  dow,  becaufe  the  foil  ices 
from  which  it  is  derived  are  inexhaudible. 

Thus  the  idle  and  irrefolute  youth  trides  over  his 
books,  or  wades  in  play  his  precious  moments;  de- 
ferring the  talk  01  mprovement,  which  at  did  is  eafy 
to  be  accomplilhed,  but  which  will  become  more  and 
more  didicult,  the  longer  it  be  negle&ed. 
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CRUELTY  TO  INSECTS. 

Mr  . Melmoth,  in  one  of  his  elegant  letters,  in- 
forms his  friend,  that  the  fnails  have  had  more  than 
their  fliare  of  his  peaches  and  ne&arines  this  feafon; 
but  that  he  deems  it  a fort  of  cruelty  to  differ  them 
to  be  deftroyed.  It  feems  to  be  his  opinion,  that  it  is 
no  lefs  inhuman  to  crufh  to  death  a harmlefs  infeft, 
whofe  only  offence  is,  that  he  eats  the  food  which 
nature  has  provided  for  his  fuilenance,  than  it  would 
be  to  kill  a more  bulky  creature  for  the  fame  reafon. 
For  the  fenfations  of  many  infeffs  are  at  leaft  as 
exquifite  as  thofe  of  animals  of  more  enlarged  dimen- 
fions.  The  millepedes  rolls  itfelf  round  upon  the 
flighted:  touch;  and  the  fnail  draws  in  her  horns 
upon  the  firft  approach  of  the  hand.  Such  inftances 
of  fenfibility  certainly  confirm  the  obfervaiion  of  our 
inimitable  Shakefpeare,  who  teaches  us  that 


“ the  poor  beetle  which  we  tread  upon, 

“ In  corporal  fufferance  feels  a pang  as  great 
“ As  when  a giant  dies.” 


But  whilft  we  encourage  thefe  amiable  feelings  of 
the  heart,  we  muft  not  forget  that  humanity  itfelf 
may  be  carried  to  an  unreafonable  and  even  ridicu- 
lous extreme.  Mr.  Bayle  relates  that  Bellarmine,  a 
Romifli  faint,  patiently  fuffered  the  fleas,  and  other 
vermin,  to  prey  upon  him.  We  foall  have  heaven , 
faid  he,  to  reward  us  for  our  fufferings , but  thefe  poor 
(reatures  have  only  the  enjoyment  of  the  prefent  life . 
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AFFECTION  TO  PARENTS, 

An  amiable  youth  was  lamenting,  in  ♦•erms  of  the 
fincereft  grief,  the  death  of  a moft  affectionate  parent. 
His  companion  endeavoured  to  confole  him  by  the 
reflection,  that  he  had  always  behaved  to  the  de  eafed 
with  duty,  tendernefs,  and  refpeCt.  So  I thought, 
replied  the  youth,  whilft  my  parent  was  living;  but 
now  I recolieCt,  with  pain  and  forrow,  many  inftances 
of  difobedience  and  negleCt,  for  which,  alas!  it  is 
too  late  to  make  atonement. 


TAKING  OF  BIRD-NESTS. 


I 


HAVE  found  out  a gift  for  my  fair; 

I have  found  where  the  wood-pigeons  breed. 
But  l«t  me  that  plunder  forbear ! 

She  will  fay  ’tis  a barbarous  deed. 

For  he  ne’er  can  be  true,  fhe  averr’d, 

Who  can  rob  a poor  bird  of  its  young. 

And  I lov’d  her  the  more,  when  1 heard 
Such  tendernefs  fall  from  her  tongue. 

I have  heard  her  with  fweetnefs  unfold, 

How  that  pity  was  due  to  a dove; 

That  it  ever  attended  the  bold  ; 

And  (lie  call’d  it  the  filer  of  love. 


Shenstone. 


ON  THE  SAME.. 

A BOY,  who  was  a great  deflroyer  of  nefls,  had 
carefully  preferved  one,  that  he  might  enjoy  the 
cr  el  pleafure  of  onfining  in  a cage  the  poor  birds, 
\vh.j  had  the  fame  natural  right  to  liberty  with  him- 
felf.  A hungry  cat  discovered  the  n^ft,  and  devoured 
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the  unfeathered  brood.  The  boy  bewailed  his  Iofs, 
and  vowed  revenge  upon  the  cat ; not  reflecting  on 
the  many  nefts  which  he  had  wantonly  plundered , 
whiift  tlie  cat  was  impelled,  by  the  dictates  of  nature, 
to  fatisfy  a craving  appetite. 

/ 

TENDERNESS  TO  MOTHERS. 

JVI  ARK  that  parent  hen,  faid  a father  to  his  beloved 
fon.  With  what  anxious  care  does  the  call  together 
her  offspring,  and  cover  them  with  her  expanded 
wings.  The  kite  is  hovering  in  the  air,  and  dis- 
appointed of  Ifls  prey,  may  perhaps  dart  upon  the 
hen  herfelf,  and  bear  her  off  in  his  talons. 

Does  not  this  fight  fugged  to  you  the  tendemefs 
and  affeCtion  of  your  mother?  Her  watchful  care 
protected  you  in  the  helplefs  period  of  infancy,  when 
flie  nourifhed  you  with  her  milk,  taught  your  limbs 
to  move,  and  your  tongue  to  lifp  its  unformed  accents^ 
In  childhood  flie  has  mourned  over  your  little  griefs; 
has  rejoiced  in  your  innocent  delights;  has  adminis- 
tered to  you  the  healing  balm  in  ficknefs;  and  has 
inftilled  into  your  mind  the  love  of  truth,  of  virtue, 
and  of  wifdom.  Oh!  cherifh  every  fentiment  of 
refpeCt  for  fuch  a mother.  She  merits  your  warmed 
gratitude,  efteem,  and  veneration. 

FOLLY  OF  CRYING  ON  TRIFLING  OCCASIONS. 

A Little  girl,  who  ufed  to  weep  bitterly  for  the 
mod  trifling  hurt,  was  one  day  attacked  by  a furipus 
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dog.  Her  cries  reached  the  fervants  of  the  family; 
but  they  paid  little  attention  to  what  they  ac  fo 
much  accuilomed  to  hear.  It  happened,  however, 
very  fortunately,  that  a countryman  palled  by,  who, 
with  great  humanity,  refcued  the  child  from  the 
devouring  teeth  of  the  dog. 


INTEMPERANCE. 

Cyrus,  when  a youth,  being  at  the  court  of  his 
grandfather  Aflyages,  undertook  one  day  to  be  the 
cup-bearer  at  table.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  officer 
to  tafte  the  liquor  before  it  was  prefented  to  the 
king.  Cyrus,  without  performing  this  'ceremony, 
delivered  the  cup  in  a very  graceful  manner  to  his 
grandfather.  The  king  reminded  him  of  his  omiffion, 
which  he  imputed  to  forgetfulnefs.  No,  replied 
Cyrus,  I was  afraid  to  tafle,  becaufe  I apprehended 
there  was  poifon  in  the  liquor;  for  not  long  lince,  at 
an  entertainment  which  you  gave,  I obferved  that 
the  lords  of  your  court,  after  drinking  of  it,  became 
noify,  quarrelfome,  and  frantic.  Even  you,  Sir, 
feemed  to  have  forgotten  that  you  were  a king. 

Xenophon. 


CRUELTY  PUNISHED. 

A Pack  of  ravenous  fox-hounds  were  half  fhrved 
in  their  kennel,  to  render  them  more  furious  and 
cagei  in  the  chace;  and  were  fevcrely  Iaffied  every 
day  by  a mercilefs  keeper,  that  they  might  be  difci- 
plinei  to  the  ftri&elt  obfervance  of  his  looks  and 
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commands.  It  happened  that  this  petty  tyrant  en- 
tered the  kennel  without  his  fcourge.  The  dogs 
obferved  his  defencelefs  date  ; and  inftantly  flying 
upon  him.  at  once  fatiated  their  hunger  and  revenge 
by  tearing  him  to  pieces. 

Whilft  you  pity  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  keeper, 
lament  that,  in  a civilized  country,  fuch  cruelties 
fliould  be  exercifed,  as  to  give  occafion  to  it. 


LIBERALITY. 

You  have  feen  the  hufbandman  fcattering  his  feed 
upon  the  furrowed  ground.  It  fpru  up,  is 
gathered  into  his  barns,  and  crowns  his  laoours  with 
joy  and  plenty.  Thus  the  man  who  diftributes  his 
fortune  with  generality  and  prudence,  is  amply 
repaid  by  the  gratitude  of  thofe  whom  he  obliges, 
by  the  approbation  of  his  own  mind,  and  the  favour 
of  God. 


THE  PERT  AND  THE  IGNORANT  PRONE 
TO  RIDICULE. 

A Gentleman,  of  a grave  deportment,  was  bufily 
engaged  in  blowing  bubbles  of  foap  and  water,  and 
was  attentively  obferving  them,  as  they  expanded 
and  burft  in  the  fun  (bine.  A pert  youth  fell  into  a 
ft  of  loud  laughter,  at  a light  fo  fl range,  and  which 
fhewed,  as  he  thought,  fuch  folly  and  infanity.  Be 
alhamed,  young  man,  faid  one  who  palled  by,  of 
vour  rudenefs  and  ignorance.  You  now  behold  the 
greatell  philofopher  of  the  age,  Sir  Ifaac  New; ton, 
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inveftigating  the  nature  of  light  and  colours,  by  a 
feries  of  experiments,  no  lefs  curious  than  ufeful, 
though  you  deem  them  childifh  and  infignificant. 


COMPASSION  TO  THE  POOR. 

Pity  the  forrows  of  a poor  old  man, 

Whole  trembling  limbs  have  borne  him  to  your  door, 
Whofe  days  are  dwindled  to  the  Ihorteft  fpan; 

Oh  ! give  relief,  and  Heaven  will  blefs  your  Itore. 

Thefe  tatter’d  clothes  my  poverty  befpeak, 

Thefe  hoary  locks  proclaim  my  lengthen’d  years; 

And  many  a furrow  in  my  grief-worn  cheek 
Has  been  the  channel  to  a flood  of  tears. 

Yon  houfe,  erefted  on  the  riling  ground, 

With  tempting  afpeft  drew  me  from  my  road ; 

For  Plenty  there  a relidence  has  found, 

And  Grandeur  a magnificent  abode. 

Hard  is  the  fate  of  the  infirm  and  poor ! 

Here,  as  I crav’d  a morfel  of  their  bread, 

A pamper’d  menial  drove  me  from  the  door. 

To  feek  a Ihelter  in  an  humbler  Hied. 

# 

Oh ! take  me  to  your  hofpitable  dome ! 

Keen  blows  the  wind,  and  piercing  is  the  cold  I 
Short  is  my  palfage  to  the  friendly  tomb, 

For  I am  poor  and  miferably  old. 

4 

Should  I reveal  the  fources  of  my  grief. 

If  foft  humanity  e’er  touch’d  your  breaft, 

Your  hands  would  not  withhold  the  kind  relief, 

And  tears  of  pity  would  not  be  repreft. 

4 

Heaven  fends  misfortunes ; why  fliould  we  repine  ? 

T is  Heaven  has  brought  me  to  the  ftate  you  lee ; 

And  your  condition  may  be  foon  like  mine, 

The  child  of  forrow,  and  of  mifery. 

VOL.  I.  B 
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A little  farm  was  my  paternal  lot. 

Then  like  the  lark  1 fprightly  hail’d  the  morn ; 

But  ah!  oppreflion  forc’d  me  from  my  cot, 

My  cattle  dy’d,  and  blighted  was  my  corn. 

My  daughter,  once  the  comfort  of  my  age, 

Lur’d  by  a villain  from  her  native  home. 

Is  caft  abandon’d  on  the  world’s  wide  ftage. 

And  doom’d  in  fcanty  poverty  to  roam. 

My  tender  wife,  fweet  foother  of  my  care ! 

Struck  with  fad  anguifh  at  the  ftern  decree, 

Fell,  ling’ring  fell,  a victim  to  defpair. 

And  left  the  world  to  wretchednefs  and  me. 

Pity  the  forrows  of  a poor  old  man, 

Whofe  trembling  limbs  have  borne  him  to  your  door, 
Whofe  days  are  dwindled  to  the  fhorteft  fpan; 

Oh!  give  relief,  and  Heaven  will  blefs  youjjftore. 

The  Speaker,  by  Dr.  Enfield. 


PARENTAL  AFFECTION. 

The  white  bear  of  Greenland  and  Spitzbergen  is 
confiderably  larger  than  the  brown  bear  of  Europe, 
or  the  black  bear  of  North- America.  This  animal 
lives  upon  fifli  and  feals,  and  is  not  only  feen  upon 
land  in  the  countries  bordering  on  the  North  Pole, 
but  often  on  floats  of  ice,  feveral  leagues  at  fea. 
The  following  relation  is  extracted  from  the  'Journal 
of  a Voyage , for  making  Difcoveries  towards  the 
North  Pole. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  man  at  the  mafl-head 
of  the  Carcafe  gave  notice  that  three  bears  were 
making  their  way  very  faft  over  the  ice,  and  that  they 
were  directing  their  courfe  towards  the  fliip.  They 
had,  without  queftion,  been  invited  by  the  fcent  of 
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the  blubber  of  a fea-horfe,  killed  a few  days  before, 
which  the  men  had  fet  on  fire,  and  which  was  burn- 
ing on  the  ice  at  the  time  of  their  approach.  They 
proved  to  be  a fhe-bear  and  her  two  cubs;  but  the 
cubs  were  nearly  as  large  as  the  dam.  They  ran 
eagerly  to  the  fire,  and  drew  out  from  the  flames  part 
of  the  flefli  of  the  fea-horfe,  that  remained  uncon- 
i umed,  and  ate  it  voracioufly.  The  crew  from  the 
ihip  threw  great  lumps  of  the  flefli  of  the  fea-horfe, 
which  they  had  ftill  left,  upon  the  ice,  which  the  old 
bear  fetched  away  flngly,  laid  every  lump  before  her 
cubs  as  file  brought  it,  and  dividing  it,  gave  each  a 
fliare,  referving.  but  a fmall  portion  to  herfelf.  As 
Ihe  was  fetching  away  the  laft  piece,  they  levelled 
their  mufkets  at  the  cubs,  and  fliot  them  both  dead; 

and  in  her  retreat  they  wounded  the  dam,  but  not 
mortally. 


It  would  have  drawn  tears  of  pity  from  any  but 
unfeeling  minds,  to  have  marked  the  affeftionate 
concern  expreffed  by  this  poor  beaft,  in  the  laft  mo- 


ments of  her  expiring  young.  Though  flie  was  forely 
wounded,  and  could  but  juft  crawl  to  the  place  where 
they  lay,  flie  carried  the  lump  of  flefli  flie  had  fetched 
away,  as  flie  had  done  others  before,  tore  it  in  pieces, 
and  laid  it  down  before  them;  and  when  flie  faw  that 
they  refufed  to  eat,  flie  laid  her  paws  firft  upon  one, 
and  then  upon  the  other,  and  endeavoured  to  raife 
them  up:  all  this  while  it  was  pitiful  to  hear  her 
moan.  When  flie  found  flie  could  not  ftir  them,  flie 
went  off,  and  when  flie  had  gotten  at  fome  diftance. 
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looked  back  and  moaned;  and  that  not  availing  her 
to  entice  them  away,  ihe  returned,  and  fmelling  round 
them,  began  to  lick  their  wounds ; die  went  off  a 
fecond  t;iine,  as  before;  and  having  crawled  a few 
paces,  looked  again  behind  her,  and  for  lome  time 
flood  moaning.  But  ftill  her  cubs  not  rifing  to  fol- 
low her,  flie  returned  to  them  again,  and  with  figns 
of  inexpreffible  fondnefs,  went  round  one,  and  round 
the  other,  pawing  them  and  moaning.  Finding  at 
laft  that  they  were  cold  and  lifelefs,  flie  raifed  her 
head  towards  the  fhip,  and  growled  a curfe  upon  the 
murderers;  which  they  returned  with  a volley  of 
muflcet -balls.  She  fell  between  her  cubs,  and  died, 
licking  their  wounds. 

Can  you  admire  the  maternal  affection  of  the  bear, 
and  not  feel  in  your  heart  the  warmeft  emotions  of 
gratitude,  for  the  flronger  and  more  permanent  ten- 
dernefs,  you  have  fo  long  experienced  from  your 

parents? 

THE  FALLACY  OF  EXTERNAL  APPEARANCE. 

Is  there  any  hidden  beauty,  faid  Alexis  to  Euphro- 
nius,  in  that  dufky  ill-fliaped  (tone,  which  you  ex- 
amine with  fo  much  attention  ? I am  admiring  the 
wonderful  properties,  not  the  beauty,  replied  Eu- 
phronius,  which  it  poffeffes.  It  is  by  means  of  this 
{tone  that  the  mariner  fleers  his  tracklefs  courfe 
through  the  vaft  ocean;  and  without  it  the  fpices  of 
the  Eaft,  the  mines  of  Peru,  and  all  the  luxuries  which 
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commerce  pours  into  Europe,  would  for  ever  have 
remained  unknown.  The  curiofity  of  Alexis  was 
excited,  and  he  was  impatient  to  learn  in  what  won- 
derful manner  fuch  advantages  could  be  derived  from 
a fubftance  apparently  of  fo  little  value.  This  mag- 
net or  Ioaditone,  (for  it  is  known  by  both  names) 
faid  Euphronius,  imparts  to  iron  the  property  of  fet- 
tling itfelf,  when  nicely  balanced,  in  a direction  nearly 
North  and  South.  The  failor  is,  therefore,  furniihed 
with  an  unerring  guide  in  the  midft  of  the  ocean:  for 
when  he  faces  the  North,  the  Eaft  and  Weft  are 
readily  afcertained,  the  former  lying  to  his  right,  and 
the  latter  to  his  left  hand;  and  from  thefe  feveral 
points,  the  fubdivifions  of  the  mariner’s  compafs  arq 
formed.  The  figure  of  a ftar,  which  you  fo  often 
draw  upon  paper,  will  give  you  a clear  idea  of  the 
compafs.  Make  yourfelf  a mafter  of  it;  and  from 
the  prefent  inftance  of  your  want  of  knowledge,  learn 
a becoming  modefty  in  the  judgments,  which  you  form 
concerning  the  productions  of  nature.  The  whole 
creation  is  the  workmanfliip  of  an  Omnipotent  Being: 
and  though  we  cannot  always  trace  the  marks  of  har- 
mony, beauty,  or  ufefulnefs  ; yet  doubtlefs  to  the  eye 
of  a fu  peri  or  intelligence,  every  part  of  it  difplays 
infallible  wifdom,  and  unbounded  Roodnefs. 

* O 


SELFISH  SORROW  REPROVED 

1 1 was  a holiday  in  the  month  of  June,  and  Alexis 
had  prepared  himfelf  to  fet  out,  with  a party  of  his 
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companions,  upon  a little  journey  of  pleafure.  But 
the  hey  lowered,  the  clouds  gathered,  and  he  re- 
mained for  fome  time  in  anxious  fufpenfe  about  his 
expedition;  which  at  lad  was  prevented  by  heavy  and 
continued  rain.  The  difappointment  overpowered 
his  fortitude;  he  bur  ft  into  tears,  lamented  the  un- 
timely change  of  weather,  and  fullenly  refufed  all 
confolation. 

In  the  evening,  the  clouds  were  difperfed,  the  fun 
fhone  with  unufual  brightnefs,  and  the  face  of  na- 
ture feemed  to  be  renewed  in  vernal  beauty.  Eu- 
phronius  conduced  Alexis  into  the  fields.  T he  ftorm 
of  paflion  in  his  bread  was  now  (tilled ; and  the  fe- 
renity  of  the  air,  the  mu fic  of  the  feathered  fongfters, 
the  verdure  of  the  meadows,  and  the  fweet  perfumes 
which  breathed  around,  regaled  every  fenfe,  and  filled 
his  mind  with  peace  and  joy. 

Don’t  you  remark,  faid  Euphronius,  the  delightful 
change  which  has  fuddenly  taken  place  in  the  whole 
creation?  Recollect  the  appearance  of  the  feene  be- 
fore us  yefterday.  The  ground  was  then  parched 
with  a long  drought ; the  flowers  hid  their  drooping 
heads;  no  fragrant  odours  were  perceived;  and  ve- 
getation feemed  to  ceafe.'  To  what  caufe  muft  we 
impute  the  revival  of  nature?  To  the  rain  which  fell 
this  morning,  replied  Alexis,  with  a modeft  confufion. 
lie  was  ftruck  with  the  felfifhnefs  and  folly  of  his 
conduft;  and  his  own  bitter  refleftions  anticipated  the 
reproofs  of  Euphronius. 
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HONESTY  AND  GENEROSITY. 

j\  Poor  man,  who  was  door-keeper  to  a houfe  in 
Milan,  found  a purfe  which  contained  two  hundred 
crowns.  The  man  who  had  loft  it,  informed  by  a 
public  advertifement,  came  to  the  houfe,  and  giving 
fufficient  proof  that  the  purfe  belonged  to  h tn,  the 
door-keeper  reftored  it.  Full  of  joy  and  gratitude, 
the  owner  offered  his  benefactor  twenty  crowns,  which 
he  abfolutely  refufcd.  Ten  were  then  propofed,  and 
afterwards  five;  but  the  door-keeper  ftill  continuing 
inexorable,  the  man  threw  his  purfe  upon  the  ground, 
and  in  an  angry  tone  cried,  “ I have  loft  nothing, 
nothing  at  all,  if  you  thus  refufe  to  accept  of  a gra- 
tuity.” The  door-keeper  then  confented  to  receive 
five  crowns,  which  he  immediately  diftributed  amongft 
the  poor.  Rollin. 

A GENEROUS  RETURN  FOR  AN  INJURY. 

» % . - ' / 

Whi  lN  the  great  Conde  commanded  the  Spatiifh 
army,  and  laid  ficge  to  one  of  the  French  towns  in 
Flanders,  a foldier  being  ill-treated  by  a general 
officer,  and  (truck  feveral  times  with  a cane,  for  fome 
difrefpeCtful  words  he  had  let  fall,  anfwered  very 
coolly,  that  he  ftiould  foon  make  him  repent  of  it. 
Fifteen  days  afterwards,  the  fame  general  officer  or- 
dered the  colonel  of  the  trenches  ta-find  a bold  and 
intrepid  fellow  to  execute  an  important  enterprife, 
for  which  he  promifed  a reward  of  a hundred  pi  Holes. 


u 


A father’s 


The  foldier  we  are  fpeaking  of,  who  paffed  for  the 
braveft  in  the  regiment,  offered  his  fervice,  and  going 
with  thirty  of  his  comrades,  which  he  had  the  liberty 
to  make  choice  of,  he  difcharged  a very  hazardous 
commiilion  with  incredible  courage  and  good  fortune. 
Upon  his  return,  the  general  officer  highly  commen- 
ded him,  and  gave  him  the  hundred  piftoles  which  he 

had  promifed.  The  foldier  prefently  diffributed  them 

% 

amongff  his  comrades,  faying,  he  did  not  ferve  for 
pay,  and  demanded  only  that,  if  his  late  a&ion  feemed 
to  deferve  any  recompence,  they  would  make  him  an 
officer.  And  now,  fir,  adds  he  to  the  general,  who 
did  not  know  him,  I am  the  foldier  whom  you  abufed 
fo  much  fifteen  days  ago,  and  I then  told  you,  I 
would  make  you  repent  of  it.  The  general,  in  great 
admiration,  and  melting  into  tears,  threw  his  arms 
around  his  neck,  begged  his  pardon,  and  gave  him 
a commiffion  that  very  day. 

Rollin. 

WE  TOO  OFTEN  JUDGE  OF  MEN  BY  THE 
SPLENDOUR,  AND  NOT  BY  THE  MERIT 
OF  THEIR  ACTIONS. 

Alexander  demanded  of  a pirate,  whom  lie 
had  taken,  by  what  right  he  infefted  the  feas?  By 
the  fame  right,  replied  he  boldly,  that  you  enflave 
the  world.  But  I am  called  a robber,  becaufe  I have 
only  one  finall  veffel ; and  you  are  filled  a conqueror, 
becaufe  you  command  great  fleets  and  armies. 

Cicero.. 
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SILENCE  AND  RESERVE  REPROVED. 

Soph  Ron*  was  frequently  the  companion  of  Eu- 
phronjus,  in  his  various  journeys.  He  was  a youth 
of  obfervation,  but  indulged  too  much  a natural  re- 
ferve  of  temper.  His  coufins  complained,  that  he 
who  fo  often  enjoyed  amufement  himfelf,  lhould  con- 
tribute fo  little  to  the  general  entertainment  of  the 
family.  At  firfh  they  intended  to  petition  Euphronius 
to  carry  him  no  more  abroad;  but  a good-natured 
ffcratagem  anfwered  better  the  purpofe  of  reproof. 
They  agreed  that  each  lhould  purfue,  for  a few  days, 
a conduft  fimilar  to  that  of  Sophron.  One  vifited 

A 

the  magnificent  mufeum  of  Mr.  Lever,  at  Alkrington ; 
another  went  to  a very  diverting  comedy;  and  a third 
failed  with  a party  upon  the  Duke  of  Bridgwater’s 
canal,  and  viewed  all  the  wonders  of  that  ftupendous 
undertaking.  But  when  they  returned  home,  the 
cheerful  communications  of  friendfliip  were  fuppreffed; 
and  the  ufual  eagernefs  to  difclofe  all  which  they  had 
feen,  was  converted  into  filence  and  reforve.  No 
focial  converfe  enlivened  the  evening  hours,  and  the 
fprightlinefs  of  youth  gave  place  to  mute  folemnity. 
Sophron  remarked  the  change  with  furprize  and  foli- 
citude.  He  felt  the  lofs  of  that  gaiety  and  unreferved 
intercourfe,  which  he  feldom  promoted,  but  of  which 
he  loved  to  participate.  And  when  the  defign  of  his 
coufins  was  explained  to  him,  he  candidly  acknow- 
ledged, and  promifed  to  amend,  his  fault. 


* The  Author’s  nephew. 
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CRUELTY  TO  INSECTS. 

A Certain  youth  indulged  himfelf  in  the  cruel  en" 
tertainment  of  torturing  and  killing  flies.  He  tore 
off  their  wings  and  legs,  and  then  watched,  with 
pleafure,  their  impotent  efforts  to  efcape  from  him. 
Sometimes  he  colle&ed  a number  of  them  together, 
and  cruihed  them  at  once  to  death;  glorying,  like 
many  a celebrated  hero,  in  the  devaluation  he  com- 
mitted. Alexis  remonftrated  with  him,  in  vain,  on 
this  barbarous  condind.  He  could  not  perfuade  him 
to  believe  that  flies  are  capable  of  pain,  and  have  a 
right,  no  lefs  than  ourfelves,  to  life,  liberty,  and  en- 
joyment. The  figns  of  agony,  which,  when  tormented, 
they  exprefs,  by  the  quick  and  various  contortions  of 
theirbodies,he  neither  underffood, nor  would  attend  to. 

Alexis  had  a microfcope;  and  he  defired  his  com- 
panion, one  day,  to  examine  a moil  beautiful  and 
furprizing  animal.  Mark,  faid  he,  how  it  is  dudded 
from  head  to  tail  with  black  and  filver,  and  its  body 
all  over  befet  with  the  mod  curious  bridles!  The 
head  contains  a pair  of  lively  eyes,  encircled  with 
filver  hairs;  and  the  trunk  confids  of  two  parts,  which 
fold  over  each  other.  The  whole  body  is  ornamented 
with  plumes  and  decorations,  which  furpafs  all  the 
luxuries  of  drefs  in  the  courts  of  the  greated  princes. 
Pleafed  and  adonifhed  with  what  he  faw,  the  youth 
was  impatient  to  know  the  name  and  properties  of 
this  wonderful  animal.  It  was  withdrawn  from  the 
magnifier;  and  when  offered  to  his  naked  eye,  proved 
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to  be  a poor  fly,  which  had  been  the  victim  of  his 
wanton  cruelty. 


THE  HONOUR  AND  ADVANTAGE  OF  A CONSTANT 
ADHERENCE  TO  TRUTH. 

i 

Petrarch,  a celebrated  Italian  poet,  who  flou- 
riflied  about  four  hundred  years  ago,  recommended 
himfelf  to  the  confidence  and  affection  of  Cardinal 
Colonna,  in  whofe  family  he  refided,  by  his  candour, 
and  drift  regard  to  truth.  A violent  quarrel  occurred 
in  the  houfhold  of  this  nobleman,  which  was  carried 
fo  far,  that  recourfe  was  had  to  arms.  The  Cardinal 
wiflied  to  know  the  foundation  of  this  affair ; and 
that  he  might  be  able  to  decide  with  juftice,  he  af- 
fembled  all  his  people,  and  obliged  them  to  bind 
themfelves,  by  a molt  folemn  oath  on  the  Gofpels, 
to  declare  the  whole  truth.  Every  one,  without 
exception,  fubmitted  to  this  determination;  even  the 
Bifhop  of  Luna,  brother  to  the  Cardinal,  was  not 
excufed.  Petrarch,  in  his  turn,  prefenting  himfelf  to 
take  the’  oath,  the  Cardinal  clofed  the  book,  and 
faid,  “ as  to  you,  Petrarch , your  word  is  fujficient * 
A ftory  fimilar  to  this  is  related  of  Zenocrates, 
an  Athenian  philofopher,  who  lived  three  hundred 
years  before  Christ,  and  was  educated  in  the  fchool 
of  Plato.  The  people  of  Athens  entertained  fo  high 
an  opinion  of  his  probity,  that  one  day  when  he 
approached  the  altar,  to  confirm  by  an  oath  the 

* See  the  Life  of  Petrarch,  elegantly  tranflated  by  Mrs.Dobfon. 
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truth  of  what  he  had  afferted,  the  judges  unani- 
moufly  declared  his  word  to  be  fufficient  evidence. 

SLOTH  CONTRASTED  WITH  INDUSTRY. 

Tl  HE  Sloth  is  an  animal  of  South-America ; and  is 
fo  ill-formed  for -motion,  that  a few  paces  are  often 
the  journey  of  a week;  and  fo  indifpofed  to  move, 
that  he  never  changes  his  place  but  when  impelled 
by  the  fevered:  flings  of  hunger.  He  lives  upon  the 
leaves,  fruit,  and  flowers  of  trees,  and  often  on  the 
bark  itfelf,  when  nothing  befldes  is  left  for  his  fub- 
liflence.  As  a large  quantity  of  food  is  neceffary 
for  his  fupport,he  generally  drips  a tree  of  all  its  ver- 
dure in  lefs  than  a fortnight  ; and  being  then  deflitute 
of  food,  he  drops  down,  like  a lifeiefs  nrafs,  from  the 
branches  to  the  ground.  After  remaining  torpid 
fome  time,  from  the  flrock  received  by  the  fall,  he 
prepares  for  a journey  to  fome  neighbouring  tree,  to 
which  he  crawls  with  a motion  almoft  imperceptible. 
At  length  arrived,  he  afcends  the  trunk,  and  devours 
with  famiflied  appetite  whatever  the  branches  afford. 
By  conluming  the  bark,  he  foon  deflroys  the  life  of 
the  tree ; and  thus  the  fource  is  loft,  from  which  his 
fuftenance  is  derived. 

Such  is  the  miferable  ftate  of  this  flothful  animal. 
How  different  are  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of 
the  induftrious  Beaver!  This  creature  is  found  in  the 
northern  parts  of  America;  a: id  is  about  two  feet 
Jong,  and  one  foot  high.  The  figure  of  it  fomewhat 
refcmbles  that  of  a rat.  In  the  months  of  June  and 
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July,  the  beavers  aflfemble,  and  form  a fociety,  which 
generally  confilts  of  more  than  two  hundred.  They 
always  fix  their  abode  by  the  fide  of  a lake  or  river; 
and  in  order  to  make  a dead  water  above  and  below, 
they  erect,  with  incredible  labour,  a dam  or  pier, 
perhaps  fourfeore  or  a hundred  feet  long,  and  ten 
or  twelve  feet  thick  at  the  bafe.  When  this  dike 
is  completed,  they  build  their  feveral  apartments, 
which  are  divided  into  three  (lories.  The  firfl  is 
beneath  the  level  of  the  mole,  and  is  for  the  molt 
part  full  of  water.  The  walls  of  their  habitations 
are  perpendicular,  and  about  two  feet  thick.  If  any 
wood  project  from  them,  they  cut  it  off  with  their 
teeth,  which  are  more  ferviceable  than  laws : and  by 
the  help  of  their  tails,  they  plailter  all  their  works 
with  a kind  of  mortar,  which  they  prepare  of  dry 
grafs  and  clay,  mixed  together.  In  Auguft  or  Sep- 
tember they  begin  to  lay  up  their  (lores  of  food ; 
which  coniifi  of  the  wood  of  the  birch,  the  plane, 
and  of  fome  other  trees.  Thus  they  pafs  the  gloomy 
winter  in  eafe  and  plenty. 

Thefe  two  American  animals,  contrafled  with  each 
other,  afford  a moll  ftriking  pi<ff ure  of  the  blefiings  of 
indullry,  and  the  penury  and  wretched nefs  of  doth. 


THE  FOLLY  AND  ODIOUSNESS  OF  AFFECTATION. 


Lucy,  Emilia,  and  Sophronia,  featedon  a bank 
of  daifies,  near  a purling  ffrearn,  were  liftening  to  the 
mufic  of  a neighbouring  grove.  The  fun  gilded  with 
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Ills  fettinr  beams  the  weftern  fky;  gentle  zephyrs 
breathed  around;  and  the  feathered  fongfters  feemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  their  evening  notes  of  gra- 
titude and  praife.  Delighted  with  the  artlefs  melody 
of  the  linnet,  the  goldfinch,  the  woodlark,  and  the 
thrufli,  they  were  all  ear , and  obferved  not  a pea- 
cock, which  had  ftraved  from  a difiant  farm,  and 
was  approaching  them  with  a majeftic  pace,  and  ex- 
panded plumage.  The  harmony  of  the  concert  was 
foon  interrupted  by  the  loud  and  harfli  cries  of  this 
ftately  bird;  which,  though  chafed  away  by  Emilia, 
continued  his  vociferations  with  the  confidence  that 
confcious  beauty  too  often  infpires.  Does  this 
foolifh  bird,  find  Lucy,  fancy  that  he  is  qualified  to 
fing,  becaufe  he  is  furnifiied  with  a fpreading  tail, 
ornamented  with  the  richeft  colours?  I know  not, 
replied  Sophronia,  whether  the  peacock  be  capable  of 
fuch  a reflection;  but  I hope  that  you  and  Emilia 
will  always  avoid  the  difplay  of  whatever  is  incon- 
fiflent  with  your  fex,  your  ftation,  or  your  character. 
Shun  affectation  in  all  its  odious  forms ; aflume  no 
borrowed  airs;  and  be  content  to  pleafe,  to  (bine, 
or  to  be  ufeful,  in  the  way  which  nature  points  out, 
and  which  reafon  approves. 

THE  PASSIONS  SHOULD  BE  GOVERNED  BY  REASON. 

SOPKRON  and  Alexis  had  frequently  heard  Eu- 
phronius  mention  the  experiment  of  Hilling  the  waves 
with  oil,  made  by  his  friend  Dr.  Franklin.  They 
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were  impatient  to  repeat  it;  and  a brifk  wind  proving 
favourable  to  the  trial,  they  haftened  one  evening  to 
a ffleet  of  water  in  the  pleafure  grounds  of  Eugenio, 
near  Hart-Hill.  The  oil  was  fcattered  upon  the 
pool,  and  lpread  itfelf  inflantly  on  all  tides,  calming 
the  whole  furface  of  the  water,  and  refie&ing  the 
mod:  beautiful  colours.  Elated  with  fuccefs  the 
youths  returned  to  Euphronius,  to  inquire  the  caufe 
of  fuch  a wonderful  appearance.  He  informed  them 
that  the  wind  blowing  upon  water  which  is  covered 
.with  a coat  of  oil,  Aides  over  the  furface  of  it,  and 
produces  no  fri&ion  that  can  raife  a wave.  But  this 
curious  philofcphical  fatt,  fliid  he,  fuggefts  a molt 
important  moral  reflexion.  When  you  fuffer  your- 
selves to  be  ruffled  by  paffion,  your  minds  refemble 
the  puddle  in  a Jlorm.  But  reafon,  if  you  hearken 
to  her  voice,  will  then,  like  oil  poured  upon  the 
water,  calm  the  turbulence  within  you,  and  reftore 
you  to  ferenity  and  peace. 

AFFECTION  EXTENDED  TO  INANIMATE  OBJECTS. 

A Beautiful  tree  grew  in  an  open  fpace,  oppofite 
to  the  parlour  windows  of  Euphronius’s  houfe  in 
Manchefter.  It  was  an  obje£  which  his  family  often 
contemplated  with  pleafure.  1 he  verdant  foliacre 
with  which  it  was  covered,  gave  an  early  indication 
of  fpring  ; its  fpreading  branches  furnilhed  an  agree- 
able {hade,  and  tempered  the  heat  cf  the  noon-tide 
fun ; and  the  falling  leaves,  in  autumn,  marked  the 
varying  feafons,  and  warned  them  of  the  approach 
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of  winter.  One  lucklefs  morning,  the  axe  was  laid 
to  the  root  of  this  admired  tree;  and  it  fell  a la- 
mented victim  to  the  rage  for  building,  which  depo- 
pulates the  country,  and  multiplies  mifery,  difeafes, 
and  death,  by  the  enlargement  of  great  towns. 

You  now  feel,  faid  Euphronius  to  Alexis,  on  this 
occafion,  the  force  of  that  good-natured  remark  of 
Mr.  Addifon,  in  one  of  the  Spectators,  that  he  Ihould 
not  care  to  have  an  old  Hump  pulled  up,  which 
he  had  remembered  ever  fince  he  was  a child. 
The  affe&ions  of  a generous  heart  are  extended,  by 
the  early  affociation  of  ideas,  to  almoft  every  fur- 
rounding objeCh  Hence  the  delight  which  we  re- 
ceive from  revifiting  thofe  fcencs,  in  which  we  puffed 
our  youth;  the  fchool  where  our  fir  ft  friendfhips 
were  formed;  or  the  academic  groves  in  which  fair 
fcience  unveiled  herfelf  to  our  enraptured  view. 

Suetonius  relates,  that  the  R.oman  emperor  Ves- 
pafian  went  conftantly  every  year  to  pafs  the  fummer 
in  a fmall  country  houfe,  near  Rieti,  where  he  was 
born,  and  to  which  he  would  never  add  any  embel- 
lifhment:  and  that  Titus,  his  fuccefior,  w^as  carried 
thither  in  his  laft  illnefs  to  die  in  the  place  where 
his  father  had  begun  and  ended  his  days.  The  em- 
peror Pertinax,  fays  Capitolinus,  during  the  time  of 
his  abode  in  Liguria,  lodged  in  his  father’s  houfe; 
and  railing  a great  number  of  magnificent  buildings 
around  it,  he  left  the  cottage  in  the  midft,  a ftriking 
monument  of  his  delicacy  of  fentiment.  and  great- 
ncfs  of  foul. 
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A TRIBUTE  TO  FRIENDSHIP;  AND  A PATTERN 
FOR  IMITATION. 

You  were  lamenting  the  other  day,  my  dear 
Alexis,  the  lofs  of  a beautiful  tree,  cut  down  in  its 
prime,  and  when  crowned  with  all  its  leafy  honours. 
I am  now  mourning  (continued  Euphronius)  a dis- 
trefsful  and  untimely  lfroke,  which  lias  fevered  from  me 
Philander,  the  counfellor  of  my  youth,  and  the  friend 
and  companion  of  my  riper  years.  He  polTefled  a folid 
judgment,  and  enlarged  underftanding ; and,  what  is 
rarely  found  united  with  them,  a lively  imagination, 
a quick  conception,  and  refined  tafte.  His  know- 
ledge was  rather  general  and  extenfive  than  profound; 
but  his  ideas  were  fo  well  arranged,  that  he  had  them 
always  at  command,  and  could  converfe  on  every 
fubjeft  with  eafe,  propriety,  and  even  mafterly  ikill. 
His  pulpit  compofitions  were  rational,  nervous,  and 
pathetic;  his  delivery  was  manly,  animated,  and  af- 
fecting. Strongly  imprefifed  himfelf  with  the  divine 
truths  of  religion,  and  the  facred  obligations  of  mo- 
rality, he  enforced  them  on  the  minds  of  his  audience 
with  an  energy  irrefiftibly  perfuafive.  An  afifemblage 
of  virtues  conftituted  his  moral  character.  His  heart 
was  tendernefs  and  humanity  itfelf ; his  friendfhip, 
warm,  heady,  and  difinterefted ; his  benevolence, 
univerfal;  and  his  integrity,  inviolate.  Nor  were  thefe 
the  untried  virtues  of  retirement;  for  he  was  early 
engaged  in  the  active  fcenes  of  life,  and  aflaulted 
with  difficulties  which  required  the  utmofl  fortitude 
to  furmount. — Tie  was  not  deficient  in  tliofe  exterior 
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accomplilhments,  which  add  charms  to  virtue,  and 
makegoodnefs  fhinewith  fuperior  luitre.  His  manners 
were  poliflied;  his  addrefs  was  eafy  and  engaging; 
and  his  converfation  fprightly,  entertaining, andindruc- 
tive.  As  a gentleman,  a fcholar,  a preacher,  a com- 
panion, and  a friend,  he  was  almoft  without  ail  equal. . 

Though  my  heart  bleeds  at  the  recollection  of  the 
lofs  which  I have  fuftained,  yet  I feel  a pleafure,  my 
Alexis,  in  bringing  to  your  knowledge  the  virtues  of 
fuch  a chara&er.  Venerate  the  memory,  and  copy 
the  bright  example  of  Philander  !* 

* The  following  infcription  was  deligned  for  the  monument  of 
Philander: — 

Near  this  place 
lie 

- THE  REMAINS 

OF  • v 

THE  REVEREND , 


MINISTER  OF  THIS  CONGREGATION. 
TO  WHICH 
HE  WAS  ENDEARED 
BY 

A FAITHFUL  AND  AFFECTIONATE 
DISCHARGE 
OF 

THE  PASTORAL  OFFICE; 

BY 

HIS  CHEERFUL  PIETY, 
UNIVERSAL  BENEVOLENCE, 
EXTENSIVE  KNOWLEDGE, 

AND 

TEMPERATE  ZEAL 
FOR 

CIVIL  AND  RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY. 

He  died  January  22,  1770,  agfd  45. 
“IIeu!  Quanto  minus  est, 

“ Cum  reliquis  versari, 

“ Quam  TUI 

“ Meminisse.” 
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Scepticism  condemned. 

SoPHRON  alTerted  that  he  could  hear  the  flighted 
lcratch  of  a pin,  at  the  didance  of  ten  yards.  It  is 
impojjtble,  faid  Alexis;  and  immediately  appealed  to 
Eiipnromus,  who  was  walking  with  them.  Though 
I do  not  believe,  replied  Euphronius,  that  Sophron’s 
cars  are  more  acute  than  yours,  yet  I difapprove  of 
3 bur  hafly  decifidn  concerning  the  ijnpoJJibihty  of  what 
you  lo  little  underhand.  You  are  ignorant  of  the 
nature  of  found,  and  of  the  various  means  by  which 
it  may  be  increafed  or  quickened  in  its  progrefs;  and 
modefty  fhould  lead  you,  in  fuch  a cafe,  to  fufpend 
youi  judgment,  till  you  have  made  the  proper  and 
necdlary  inquiries.  An  opportunity  now  prefents 
iifelf,  which  will  afford  Sophron  the  fatisfa&ion  he 
defires.  Place  your  ear  at  one  end  of  this  long  rafter 
Oi  deal  timber,  and  I will  fcratch  the  other  end  with 
a pin.  Alexis  obeyed,  and  didin&ly  heard  the  found; 
which  being  conveyed  through  the  tubes  of  the 
Vood,  was  augmented  in  loudnefs,  as  in  a fpeaking 
ti  umpet,  or  the  horn  ol  the  huntfman. 

Sceptic! fm  and  credulity  are  equally  unfavourable 
to  the  acquifition  of  knowledge.  The  latter  anti- 
cipates, and  the  former  precludes,  all  inquiry.  One 
leaves  the  mind  fatisfied  with  error,  the  other  with 
ignorance  :■  and  both  magnify  trifles  into  confirma- 
tions llrong  as  the  mod  flicrcd  proofs.  The  fadidi- 
oulneis  of  fcepticifm,  by  an  indantaneous  decifion, 
lcjech  ti  nth  if  combined  with  adventitious  falfehood. 
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The  blindnefs  of  credulity  adopts  falfehood  even  as 
a fan&ion  to  truth. 


of  the  Greek  forces  employed  againfl  the  Perfians, 
was  enraged  that  Themiflocles,  a young  man,  and 
the  chief  of  the  Athenians,  fliould  prefume  to  oppofe 
his  opinion,  and  lifted  up  his  cane  to  flrike  him. 


welcome , if  you  will  but  hear  me!  Eurybiades,  fur- 
prifed  at  his  calmnefs  and  prefence  of  mind,  liflened 
to  his  advice,  and  obtained  that  famous  viftory  in  the 
Straits  of  Salamis,  which  faved  Greece,  and  conferred 
immortal  glory  on  Themiflocles. 

IT  IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  REASON  AND  PHILOSOPHY  TO 
MODERATE,  NOT  TO  SUPPRESS,  THE  PASSIONS. 

W HEN  the  plague  raged  in  Attica,  it  was  par- 
ticularly fatal  to  the  family  of  Pericles,  the  celebrated 
Athenian  general.  But  he  did  not  fuffer  himfelf  to 
fink  under  the  Ioffes  he  fuflained,  and  even  fuppreffed 
every  emotion  of  forrow.  Nature,  however,  at  lafl 
prevailed:  for  when  Parabus,  his  only  remaining 
child,  fell  a vi£hm  to  this  dreadful  diflemper,  he 
could  no  longer  Hide  his  grief,  which  forced  a flood 
of  tears  from  his  eyes,  whilfl  he  was  placing  the 
crown  of  flowers,  as  a funeral  rite,  upon  the  head 
of  his  deceafed  foil.*  Surely  Pericles  was  milled  by 

* See  R-ollin’s  Hiftory. 


SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

ES,  the  Lacedaemonian  generaliflimo 


Themiflocles,  without  emotion,  cried  out,  Strike  and 
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falfe  principles  of  reafon  and  honour,  when  he  fup- 
pofed  that  the  tendernefs  of  the  father  would  fully 
the  glory  of  the  conqueror  ! How  much  more  juft 
was  the  fentiment  which  the  emperor  Antoninus 
uttered,  when  Marcus  Aurelius  was  lamenting  the 
death  of  the  perfon  who  had  educated  him!  Suffer 
him  to  indulge  the  feelings  of  a man ; for  neither  philo - 
fophy  nor  fovereignty  render  us  infenfible!  “ Per  mitt  e 
“ illi  ut  homo  fit : neque  enim  vel  philofophia , vel 
“ imperium , tollit  affe£tus!”\ 

THE  LOVE  OF  FAME. 

Fame  is  a powerful  incitement  to  attain,  and  an 
honourable  reward  of,  fuperior  excellence.  But  the 
palhon  for  it  fhould  be  directed  by  judgment,  and 
moderated  by  reafon;  or  we  (hall  be  led  into  falfe 
purfuits,  and  betrayed  into  the  moil  difgraceful 
weakneffes.  The  wild  hero,  the  filly  fop,  the 
affeCted  pedant,  and  the  extravagant  virtuofo,  fur- 
nifh  examples  of  the  mifapplication  of  the  love  of 
praife.  Such  characters  are  contemplated  with  illent 
difapprobation  by  the  philofopher;  but  he  laments 
the  frailty  of  human  nature,  when  he  fees  men  of 
exalted  virtue  and  abilities  anxioufly  courting  ap- 
plaufe,  and  proudly  exulting  in  the  acquifition  of  it. 
Who  can  read  the  Poet’s  exclamation  on  his  own 
productions,  <c  Exegi  monumentum  cere  perennius !*” 

I have  raffed  a monument  to  my  glory,  more  lofting  than 

f Julius  Capitolinus.  * Iior.  Od.  3. 
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brajs!  without  a mixture  of  pity  and  difguft?f  And 
do  we  not  feel  fimilar  emotions  from  the  inftances  of 
vanity  and  felf-commendation,  which  abound  in  the 
writings  of  the  firfh  orator  and  greateft  ftatefman 
Rome  ever  produced?  So  inordinate  indeed  was 
Cicero’s  love  of  fame,  that  he  folicited  Lucceius  to 
write  the  hiftory  of  his  Confuhliip,  and  to  publifh  it 
during  his  life-time,  that  he  might  be  better  known , 
and  perfonally  enjoy  his  honour  and  reputation.  He 
importunes  him  not  tq  adhere  fcrupuloufly  to  the 
Jaws  of  hiftory,  but  to  make  a facrifice  of  truth  to 
friendfhip,  by  fpeaking  more  to  his  advantage,  than 
perhaps  he  thought  was  due.*  The  great  duke  of 
Sully  appears  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  fame 
culpable  weaknefs;  for  he  is  fufpe&ed,  by  the  editor 
of  his  works,  to  have  been  unwilling  to  fuffer.  his 
Memoirs  to  be  publifhed  in  his  own  name,  <e  per- 
cc  ceiving  that  he  could  not  forbear  to  give  himfelf 
cc  the  honour  of  the  brighteft  part  of  the  reign  of 

•f-  The  following  epitaph  was  compofed  for  himfelf  by  Naevius, 
a poet.,  whom  Cicero,  in  his  treatiie  de  Seneftule,  quotes  with 
refpedt;  and  who  died  in  exile  at  Utica,  in  Africa,  in  the  year  of- 
Rome  55 1. 

Mortalis  immortalhs  flerejiforet  fas , 

Flcrent  diva  camcena  N avium  Poetam: 

Itaqiic  poflquam  cji  Qrcino  tt adit  us  Thefauroy 
Oblitci  funt  Roma  loquier  Latina  lingua 
If  Gods  the  fate  of  mortals  might  deplore, 

Each  mufe  would  weep  that  Nxvius  is  no  more: 

All  grace  of  diftion  with  the  bard  is  flown, 

And  Rome’s  fwcet  language  is  in  Rome  unknown. 

MEtMOTH. 


* Ciceronis  Epift.  xii.  lib.  5. 
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“ Henry  IV. ; and  not  caring  either  to  praife  himfelf, 
“ or  to  lofe  deferved  praife,  he  determined  to  deliver 
“ by  others  what  he  could  not  modertly  deliver 
<c  himfeil.”  A paflion  for  fame  like  this,  inftead  of 
fupporting  virtue,  may  prove  fubverfive  of  it,  by 
Hilling  the  higher  principles  of  morality,  which  Ihould 
ever  influence  the  heart,  and  govern  the  condufh 

GRATITUDE  AND  PIETY. 

ArTABANES  was  diflinguifhed  with  peculiar 
favour  by  a wife,  powerful,  and  good  prince.  A 
magnificent  palace,  furrounded  with  a delightful 
garden,  was  provided  for  his  refidence.  He  partook 
of  all  the  luxuries  of  his  fovereign’s  table,  was 
invefled  with  extenfive  authority,  and  admitted  to 
the  honour  of  a free  intercourfe  with  his  Gracious 
mafler.  But  Artabanes  was  infenfible  of  the  advan- 
tages which  he  enjoyed;  his  heart  glowed  not  with 
gratitude  and  refpecl ; he  avoided  the  fociety  of  his 
benefa&or,  and  abided  his  bounty. — I detefl  fuch  a 
character,  fa:d  Alexis,  with  generous  indignation ! 
It  is  your  own  picture  which  1 have  drawn,  replied 
Euphronius.  1 lie  great  Potentate  of  heaven  and 
earth  has  placed  you  in  a world,  which  difplays  the 
highefl  beauty,  order,  and  magnificence;  and  which 
abounds  with  every  means  of  convenience,  enjoyment, 
and  happinefs.  He  has  furnilhed  you  with  fuch 
powers  ol  body  and  mind,  as  give  you  dominion  over 
the  fillies  of  the  fea,  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the 
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beafts  of  the  field : and  he  has  invited  you  to  hold 
communion  with  him,  and  to  exalt  your  own  nature 
by  the  love  and  imitation  of  his  divine  perfections. 
Yet  have  your  eyes  wandered,  with  brutal  gaze, 
over  the  fair  creation,  unconfcious  of  the  mighty 
hand  from  which  it  fprung.  You  have  rioted  in  the 
profufion  of  nature,  without  one  fecret  emotion  of 
gratitude  to  the  Sovereign  Difpenfer  of  all  good ; and 
you  have  llighted  the  glorious  converfe,  and  forgotten 
the  prefence  of  that  Omnipotent  Being,  who  fills  all 
fpace,  and  exifts  through  all  eternity. 

ENVY  AND  DISCONTENT. 

Ever  charming,  ever  new, 

When  will  the  landfcape  tire  the  view? 

The  fountain’s  fall,  the  river’s  flow, 

The  woody  vallies  warm  and  low; 

The  windy  fumfmit,  wild  and  high. 

Roughly  rufhing  on  the  fky; 

The  pleafant  feat,  the  ruin’d  tower, 

The  naked  rock,  the  fhady  bower; 

The  town  and  village,  dome  and  farm; 

Each  gives  each  a double  charm.* 

Alexis  was  repeating  thefe  lines  to  Euphronius, 
who  was  reclined  upon  a feat  in  one  of  his  fields  at 
Hart-Hill,  enjoying  the  real  beauties  of  nature  which 
the  poet  deferibes.  The  evening  was  ferene,  and 
the  landfcape  appeared  in  all  the  gay  attire  of  light 
and  (hade.  A man  of  lively  imagination,  faid 
Euphronius,  has  a property  in  every  thing  which  he 
fees  j and  you  may  now  conceive  yourfelf  to  be  lord 


* Grongar-Hill,  by  Mr.  Dyer. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


- 41 

of  the  vafl  expanfe  around  us,  and  exult  in  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  myriads  of  living  creatures,  who  inhabit 
the  woods,  the  lawns,  and  the  mountains,  which  pre- 
fent  themfelves  to  our  view.  The  houfe,  garden, 
and  pleafure-grounds  of  Eugenio  formed  a part  of 
the  profpecl;  and  Alexis  exprefled  a jocular  wiflb, 
that  he  had  more  than  an  imaginary  property  in 
thofe  pofleflions. — Banilh  the  ungenerous  defire,  faid 
Euphronius;  for  if  you  indulge  fuch  emotions  as 
thefe,  your  heart  will  foon  become  a prey  to  envy 
and  difcontent.  Enjoy,  with  gratitude,  the  bleflings 
which  you  have  received  from  the  liberal  hand  of 
Providence;  increafe  them  if  you  can  with  honour 
and  credit,  by  a diligent  attention  to  the  duties  of 
that  refpe&able  profelTion  for  which  you  are  defigned; 
and  though  your  own  cup  may  not  be  filled,  rejoice 
that  your  neighbour’s  overflows  with  plenty.  Iionour 
the  abilities,  and  emulate  the  virtues,  of  Eugenio; 
but  repine  not  that  he  is  wifer,  richer,  or  more  pow- 
erful than  yourfelf.  Eli s fortune  is  expended  in  a&s 
of  humanity,  geneiofity,  and  hofpitality;  Elis  fuperior 
talents  are  applied  to  the  inflrutfion  of  his  children, 
to  the  a fli fiance  of  his  friends,  to  the  encouragement 
ot  agriculture  and  of  every  uleful  art,  and  to 
fupport  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
mankind : And  his  power  is  exerted  to  punifh  the 
guilty,  to  protect  the  innocent,  to  reward  the  good, 
and  to  diflribute  juftice  with  an  equal  hand  to  all. 

I feel  the  affe&ion  of  a brother  for  Eugenio ; and 
efleem  myfelf  Angularly  happy  in  his  friendlhip. 
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COURAGE. 

BrASIDAS,  a Spartan  general,  who  was  dirt  in- 
gui Hied  for  his  bravery  and  generofity,  once  feized  a 
moufe;  and  being  bitten  by  it,  fufferfed  it  to  efcape. 
There  is  no  animal,  faid  h c,fo  contemptible , but  may  be 

fafe , if  it  have  courage  to  defend  itfelf  Plutarch. 

* 

FALSE  AMBITION. 

It  is  a falfe  ambition  which  leads  men  to  aim  at 
excellencies,  however  valuable  in  themfelves,  that  are 
mcqnliftent  with  their  flation,  character,  orprofeffion; 
or  which,  in  the  acquisition,  mull  interfere  with  other 
purfuits  of  more  importance.  Nero  neglected  all  the 
duties  of  a prince,  and  waited  his  time  in  painting, 
engraving,  tinging,  and  driving  chariots.*  Philip  of 
Macedon  gave  lectures  on  mufic,  and  even  undertook 
to  correct  the  matters  of  it ; which  led  one  of  them 
to  fay,  God  forbid , Sir , that  you  fhould  be  fo  unhappy 
as  to  wide  rjz  and  this  fubjcbl  better  than  l do.  But 
Philip  himfelf  was  fenfible  of  the  like  impropriety  in 
his  fonj  for  obferving  that  Alexander  had  difcovered, 
at  an  entertainment,  too  much  fkill  in  mufic,  Are 
you  not  afhamcd , faid  lie,  that  you  can  fingfo  well? f 
Marcus  Antoninus,  expreffcs  his  thankfulnefs  to  the 
gods  that  they  had  not  fullered  him  to  make  any 

. • i /.  4 

* T licit.  Anna!,  lib.  cxi.  cap.  3. 

Suetonius  informs  us,  that  the  emperor  Tiberius  ufed  to  enquire 
of  grammarians,  hp/e  mater  Hecubx ; quod  Achillis  nomen  inter 
virgiv.es  fuit;  quid  Si renes  cant  are  Jin!  Jolitpe  ? 

f Plutarch  in  Vit.  Alexand. 

\ 
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great  proficiency  in  the  arts  of  eloquence  and  poetry, 
left  he  ffiould  have  been  tempted  to  neglect  the  more 
efiential  qualifications  of  his  imperial  office.  And 
Tacitus,  fpeaking  of  his  father-in-law,  Agricola,  ob- 
ferves  with  applaufe,  that  he  retained  his  moderation 
even  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge.  Retinuit  quod  cjl 
difficillimum , ex  fapientia  modum  .* 


THE  BIGOT  AND  VISIONARY. 

.*  bdSi  was  a country  clergyman,  of  learning 

and  education:  but  he  had  early  contra&ed  a taffe 
for  controverfial  divinity;  and  as  he  devoted  himfelf 
to  ftudy,  and  feldom  mixed  with  the  world,  his 
imagination  became  inflamed  with  the  ideal  import- 
ance of  certain  fpeculative  points  of  religion,  which 
were  the  objects  of  his  unremitting  attention.  He 
had  compofed  an  elaborate  treatife  to  prove  that 
Jesus  Christ,  after  his  crucifixion,  actually  de- 
» o hell , and  as  his  work  was  ready  for 

the  prefs,  he  wanted  only  a patron,  to  whom  it  might 
be  dedicated.  The  refpe&able  character  of  the  Earl 

? whofe  amiable  virtues  conciliate  the  love 

and  efteem  of  all  who  have  the  honour  to  be  known 
to  him,  loon  determined  his  choice  ; and  putting  his 
tnanufci  ipt  in  his  pocket,  he  fet  out,  without  delay, 
to  vifit  this  excellent  nobleman.  “ His  Lordlhip,” 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  cc  will  doubtlefs  think  that  I pay 
a very  high  compliment  tq  him,  by  placing  his  name 

* Vit.  Agricote,  cap.  4. 
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at  the  head  of  a book,  in  which  I have  obtained  fuch  a 
glorious  victory  over  the  daring  adverfaries  of  the  mod 
important  doctrine  of  our  holy  church.  The  laurels 
with  which  my  brow  will  be  crowned,  cannot  fail  to 
add  new  ludre  to  the  Maecenas  whom  I have  chofen  ; 
and  he  will  with  gratitude  repay,  by  fome  fubftantial 
emolument,  the  literary  dignity  which  I lhall  now  con- 
fer upon  him.  My  Lord’s  perfonal  intered  is  great  at 

court;  and  his  Grace  the  Duke  of will  fecond 

* 

the  recommendation  of  me  with  all  his  influence.  I 
may  therefore  fecurely  depend  upon  the  immediate  gift 
of  a rich  benefice.  Perhaps  one  of  the  golden  pre- 
bends of  Durham  may  now  be  vacant ; but  my  eye  is 
fixed  on  the  chancellorfliip  of  the  diocefe  of  Chefter: 
and  though  the  worthy  Do&or,  'who  fills  that  high 
office,  enjoys  a found  conftitution  and  good  health, 
from  his  great  temperance,  cheerfulnefs,  and  equa- 
nimity; yet  he  is  far  advanced  in  years,  and  will  ere 
long  pay  the  common  debt  to  nature.  This  prefer- 
ment will  loon  lead  me  to  a bifhoprick;  and  I fhall 
then  be  able  to  accomplifh  the  great  fcheme  of  re- 
formation which  I have  long  projected.  The  king, 
who  is  a good  Chriftian,  mud  hate  all  Arians  and 
Socinians;  and  he  will  heartily  concur  with  me  in 
purging  the  church  of  herefy  and  fchifm.”  Such 
were  the  flattering  reveries  which  occupied  the  mind 
of  Eudoxus,  whilft  he  was  journeying  towards  the 
feat  of  his  noble  patron.  Ilis  road  lay  over  the 
forefl  of  Delamere;  but  being  lod  in  thought,  he 
had  given  the  reins  to  his  horfe,  which  carried  him, 
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by  taking  a wrong  path,  to  the  centre  of  this  dreary 
jfolitude.  Here  he  found  himfelf,  when  he  awaked 
from  the  dreams  of  his  imagination.  The  night  was 
coming  on;  a (form  was  gathering  in  the  horizon; 
the  fheep-tracks  fo  interfered  each  other,  that  he 
knew  not  how  to  direft  his  courfe;  and  he  wandered 
for  fome  time  in  the  mod  diftrefling  perplexity.  At 

i 

length  the  cloud  which  threatened  him,  burft  over 
his  head;  and  he  haflened  for  flicker  from  the  rain 
to  a ruinous  hovel,  which  he  faw  at  no  great  diflance. 
Fatigued  both  in  mind  and  body,  he  fecured  his 
horfe,  and  laid  himfelf  on  the  ground.  The  hollow 
wind  whiffled  around  him;  and  by  its  lulling  in- 
fluence, balmy  fleep,  the  fweet  reftorer  of  nature, 
{foie  upon  his  cloflng  eye-lids.  At  day- break  he 
arofe  to  encounter  frefh  borrows  and  difaffers.  The 
flrfl  object  which  he  faw  was  a goat,  tearing  in 
pieces  his  laboured  manufcript.  The  mifchievous 
animal  had  taken  refuge,  in  the  night,  tinder  the 
fame  tottering  roof  which  flickered  him;  and  whilff 
he  lay  afleep,  had  picked  the  papers  out  of  his  pocket. 
Eudoxus  flew  to  flop  the  ravages  of  this  barbarous 
Goth;  and  collecting  his  fcattered  fragments,  more 
precious  than  the  leaves  of  the  Sybils,  he  endeavoured 
to  put  them  again  into  order.  But  it  was  impoflible; 
fo  mangled  were  the  fheets,  and  the  writing  fo  much 
effaced  by  the  rain.  lie  had  no  other  copy  of  his 
work;  and  he  bewailed  aloud  his  own  difappoint- 
ment,  and  the  irreparable  lofs  which  the  world  had 
iuflained.  His  plaintive  and  elevated  voice  drew  to 
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the  fide  of  the  hovel  a fliepherd,  who  was  going  at 
this  early  hour  to  unfold  the  flocks  which  he  tended. 
Eudoxus,  in  an  agony  of  paflion,  cried  out  to  him, 
Your  goat  has  undone  me;  he  has  deflroyed  my 
vindication  of  our  Saviour’s  defcent  into  Hades. — 
The  honell  fliepherd  was  a flranger  to  the  fubje£l ; 
but  he  faw  a gentleman  in  diflrefs,  whofe  apparel 
befpoke  him  to  be  of  a profeflion,  which  he  had  been 
juftly  taught  to  refpedt.  With  a generous  hofpita- 
lity,  he  offered  him  a fhare  of  the  homely  provifions 
which  his  wallet  contained;  and  he  conducted  him, 
feveral  miles  over  the  foreft,  into  the  great  road  which 
leads  to  Northwich.  In  this  place  Eudoxus  flayed 
awhile  to  recruit  his  ftrength  and  fpirits,  and  then 
fet  out  on  his  return  home;  where  he  long  indulged, 
in  fecret,  his  vexation  and  forrow. 

The  fpeculative  do&rines  of  religion,  as  they  have 
uo  influence  on  the  moral  conduct  of  mankind,  are 

comparatively  of  little  importance.  They  cannot  be 

» 

underflood  by  the  generality  even  of  Chriflians; 
and  the  wife,  the  learned,  and  the  good,  have  in  all 
ages  differed,  and  will  ever  continue  to  differ  about 
them.  An  intemperate  zeal,  therefore,  for  fuch 
points  of  faith  betrays  a weak  underflanding,  and 
contracted  heart:  and  that  zeal  may  juffly  be  deemed 
intemperate,  which  exceeds  the  value  of  its  object, 
and  which  abates  our  benevolence  towards  thofe  who 

j 

do  not  adopt  the  fame  opinions  with  ourfelves.  The 
religion  of  Christ  breathes  the  moft  generous  and 
charitable  fplrit,  bringing  with  it  peace  on  earth , and 
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good-will  to  men.  And  at  the  folemn  day  of  judg- 
ment, our  Saviour  defcribes  himfelf  as  demanding  of 
the  trembling  finner,  not  of  what  church  are  you  a 
member,  or  what  creeds  have  you  acknowledged? 
But  have  you  fed  the  hungry?  Have  you  clothed 
the  naked?  Have  you  vifited  the  lick?  Have  you 
improved  thofe  talents  which  the  Deity  has  bellowed 
upon  you,  to  increafe  your  own  felicity,  by  promoting 
that  of  your  fellow-creatures? 

For  modes  of  faith  let  angry  zealots  fight; 

His  can’t  be  wrong,  whole  life  is  in  the  right. 

This  obfervation  of  the  poet  feems  to  be  functioned, 
in  its  unqualified  fenfe,  and  full  extent,  by  Cardinal 
Pole,  a man  equally  diftinguifhed  for  probity,  reli- 
gion, and  learning.  Being  confulted  by  what  method 
the  obfeure  paflages  in  St.  Paul’s  Epiftles  might  be 
elucidated,  he  recommended  to  the  reader  “ to  be^in 
ct  at  the  latter  end  of  the  Epiflles,  where  the  Apoftle 
“ treats  of  morality,  and  to  practise  what  was 
u delivered  there;  and  then  to  go  back  to  the  be- 
“ ginning,  where  the  doctrinal  parts  are  reafoned  on 
“ with  great  acutenefs  and  fubtilty.”* 

Eudoxus  is  an  example  of  the  folly  and  odioufnefs 
of  pride.  The  pride  of  wealth  is  contemptible;  the 
pride  of  learning  is  pitiable;  the  pride  of  dignity  and 
rank  is  ridiculous ; but  the  pride  of  bigotry  is  infup- 
portable.  No  man,  of  common  fpirit,  will  fuller 
another  to  arrogate  to  himfelf  dominion  over  his 
faith  and  confcience. 

* 

* Phillips’s  Life  of  Pole,  vol.  ii.  p,  j8S. 
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The  bigot  is  generally  a man  of  warm  and  violent 
paffions.  He  is  therefore  likely  to  be  vifionary  in 
his  fchemes,  and  fanguine  in  his  purfuits.  And  when 
the  mind  is  occupied  by  one  great  object,  a thoufand 
iefs  circumflances  which  are  neceffary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  it  are  overlooked  and  neglected.  Hence 
arife  the  frequent  difappointments  which  occur  in  the 
world;  efpecially  to  men  of  afpiring  views,  or  of 
great  ardour  in  bufinefs. 

PERSECUTION. 

LORD  Herbert,  of  Cherbury,  relates,  that  when 
he  was  at  Paris,  Father  Segnerand,  confeffor  to  the 
King  of  France,  preached  a fermon  before  his  Majefty, 
on  the  Chriflian  duty  of  forgiving  our  enemies ; but 
that  he  made  a dihinction  in  the  objects  of  forgivenefs, 
aiTerting  that  we  are  bound  only  to  forgive  our  per - 
final  enemies,  not  the  enemies  of  God;  fuch  as  here- 
tics, and  efpecially  the  profeflbrs  of  the  Protellant 
religion;  whom  he  urged  the  moll  Chriflian  king,to 
extirpate. 

By  the  coronation  oath  in  France,  the  fovereign 
folemnly  binds  himfelf  to  execute  this  fanguinary 
perfecution.  And  when  Louis  XVI.  afeended  the 
throne,  his  enlightened  prime  minifter,  Mr.  Turgot, 
after  a vain  attempt  to  change  the  oath,  addreffed 
an  admirable  memorial  to  his  royal  mailer,  in  which 
he  proved,  “ that  a prince  who  is  convmced  of  the 
truth  of  the  eftablifhed  religion,  ought  to  allow,  to 
fuch  of  his  fubje&s  as  profefs  a diderent  one,  the 
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“ mofi:  entire  freedom  of  fentiment  and  of  worfhip: 
“ that  he  is  obliged  to  this  toleration  by  the  laws  of 
<c  confcience,  by  the  rights  of  nature,  by  humanity, 
<c  and  even  by  policy:  that  the  more  fully  a monarch 
“ believes  in  the  truth  of  his  own  religion,  and  feels 
“ how  unjuft  and  tyrannical  it  would  be  in  fuoerior 
‘‘  power  to  debar  him  from  the  exercife  of  it,  the 
“ more  fenfible  he  ought  to  be  that  he  is  guilty  of 
“ the  fame  injuftice,  whenever  he  interferes  with  the 
“ confciences  of  thofe  who,  with  equal  fincerity,  are 
perfuaded  of  contrary  doctrines.  He  proved,  that 
“ it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  any  religion  refls  on  evidence, 
“ which  none  but  the  ill-difpofed  can  rejettj  and  that 
“ perfecution,  even  in  the  caufe  of  truth,  is  doubly 
“ unjuftj  fince  involuntary  error  is  no  crime,  and 
“ the  profeilion  of  alfent  is  culpable  without  full 
“ convi&ion.”* 


FALSE  NOTIONS  OF  PROVIDENCE. 

“ How  providential  is  the  rain!”  cried  the  exult- 
ing farmer,  who  had  gathered  into  his  barns  a large 
crop  of  hay,  whilft  his  neighbours  were  yet  in  the 
midft  of  that  harveft.  cc  The  change  of  weather  will 
“ foon  fill  my  meadows  with  grafs;  and  my  cattle 
may  now  riot  in  the  plenty  of  autumnal  and  winter 
“ food,  which  Ileaven,  with  peculiar  indulgence,  has 
<c  provided  for  them.” — 


Sec  the  Life  of  M.  Turgot  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcct. 
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Similar  to  this  is  the  language  of  the  felfifh  and 
contracted  mind,  on  every  profperous  incident  of  life. 
The  partial  interpofition  of  fovereign  wifdom  and 
power  is  prefumed,  without  hefi ration ; and  we  have 
the  folly  and  vanity  to  believe  that  the  order  of  nature 
is  difturbed,  for  our  benefit,  even  on  the  flighteff 
occafions.  Whatever  foundation  there  may  be,  in 
reafon  or  fcripture,  for  the  doctrine  of  a particular 
Providence , the  common  application  of  it  is  equally 
abfurdand  irreligious.  It  argues  pride  and  arrogance 
in  man;  and  difparages  the  moral  character  of  the 
great  Parent  of  the  univerfe. 


CRUELTY  IN  EXPERIMENTS. 

EuPHRONIUS  was  happy  whenever  the  engage- 
ments of  his  profeflion,  and  his  duty  as  a parent, 
allowed  him  a leifure  hour  to  devote  to  experimental 
philofophy.  He  had  been  long  purfuing  a mod  in- 
terefling  train  of  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  pro- 
perties of  various  kinds  of  air,  in  concert  with  his 
learned  friend  Dr.  Prieflley : and  he  had  juft  prepared, 
for  a particular  purpofe,  fome  mephitic  water,*  which 
was  handing  by  him  in  a glafs  vefTel,  when  Alexis 
came  haflily  into  his  ftudy  with  a number  of  fmall 
fifties  that  he  had  caught  and  preferved  alive.  The 
youth  knew  the  fatality  of  fixed  air  to  animals  which 
breathe;  but  he  wiflied  to  fee  its  effects  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  a different  element \ and  Kuphronius,  to 

* Water  impregnated  with  fixed  air,  which  is  feparated  fioni 
chalk  or  pot-afh,  by  means  of  oil  of  vitriol,  or  any  other  acid. 
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gratify  his  impatient  curiofity,  put  the  fifties  into  the 
mephitic  water  ; through  which  they  darted  with 
amazing  velocity,  and  then  dropped  down  Jifelefs  to 
the  bottom  of  the  velfel. 

Surprife  and  joy  fparkled  in  the  eyes  of  Alexis. 
Bevaie,  my  ion!  faid  liuphromus,  of  obferving 
fpetlacles  of  pain  and  mifery  with  delight.  Cruelty, 
by  infenfible  degrees,  will  ileal  into  your  heart  ; and 
every  generous  principle  of  your  nature  will  then  be 
fubverted.  The  philofopher,  who  has  in  contem- 
plation the  eilabliihment  of  fome  important  truth,  or 
the  difcovery  of  what  will  tend  to  the  advancement  of 
vuil  fciciicc^  and  to  the  good  and  happmefs  of  man- 
kind, may  perhaps  be  juilified,  if  he  facrifice  to  his 
purfuits  the  life  or  enjoyment  of  an  inferior  animal. 
But  the  emotions  of  humanity  fliould  never  be  itifled 
in  his  bread;  his  trials  iliould  be  made  with  tender- 
nefs,  repeated  with  reluctance,  and  carried  no  farther 
than  the  objeft  in  view  unavoidably  requires.  Wanton 
experiments  on  living  creatures,  and  even  thofe,  which 
are  merely  fubfervient  to  the  gratification  of  curiofity, 
merit  the  fevered  cenfure.  They  degrade  the  man 
of  letters  into  a brute ; and  are  fit  amufements  only 
foi  the  cannibals  of  New-Zealand.  I condemn  my- 
felf  for  the  indulgence  which  I jud  now  diewed  you. 
Bnt  I knew  that  your  fiihes  would  endure  lefs  pain 
from  an  indantaneous,  than  from  the  lingering  death 
which  awaited  them;  and  I little  expelled  that  your 
compafiionate  and  amiable  heart  could  have  received 
a refutable  impredion  on  fuch  an  occafion. 
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foppery. 

Suetonius*  relates,  that  a young  officer,  to 
whom  Vefpafian  had  given  a commiffion,  perfumed 
himfelf  when  he  went  to  court,  to  thank  the  emperor 
for  the  honour  conferred  upon  him.  I Jhould  have 
been  lefs  offended  if  you  had  fmelled  of  garlicky  faid 
Vefpafian;  who  was  fo  difgufledwith  his  foppery,  that 
he  immediately  difmiffied  him  from  his  employment. 

SLANDER. 

EuPHRONIUS  heard  with  indignation  the  cha- 
racter of  a much-refpeCted  friend  traduced.  But  he 
calmed  the  painful  emotions  of  his  mind,  by  the  re- 
collection of  Mr.  Pope’s  obfervation,  that 

“ Envy  does  Merit,  as  its  fhade,  purfue; 

“ And  like  the  lhadow,  proves  the  iubftance  true.” 

To  flatter  ourfelves  with  univerfal  applaufe,  is  an 
inconfiflency  in  our  expectations,  dictated  by  folly, 
and  foftered  by  felf-love.  Numbers  of  mankind  are 
influenced  by  a levelling  principle , which  cannot  brook 
fuperior  excellence;  and  they  wage  fecret  war  with 
whatever  rifes  above  their  own  mediocrity,  as  a kind 
of  moral  or  intellectual  ufurpation.  When  Ariflides, 
fo  remarkable  for  his  inviolable  attachment  to  juftice, 
was  tried  by  Oflracifm,f  at  Athens,  and  condemned 

* Sueton.  lib.  viii. 

f A form  of  trial,  in  which  the  people  of  Athens  voted  a perfon’s 
baoifliment,  by  writing  his  name  on  a Ihell,  which  was  call  into 
an  urn. 
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to  baniflunent,  a peafant,  who  could  not  write,  and 
who  was  unacquainted  with  his  perfon,  applied  to  him 
to  put  the  name  of  Ariftides  upon  his  {hell.  “ Has 
“ he  done  you  any  wrong,”  faid  Ariftides,  “ that 
£C  you  are  for  punifhing  him  in  this  manner?”  “ No,” 
replied  the  countryman,  cc  I don’t  even  know  him; 
“ but  I am  tired  and  angry  with  hearing  every  one 
“ call  him  the  JuJi .”  Ariftides,  without  farther  ex- 
poftulation,  calmly  took  the  {hell,  wrote  upon  it  his 
own  condemnation,  and  returned  it  to  the  peafant.* 
But,  independent  of  the  pride  and  envy  of  man- 
kind, there  are  few  public  virtues  which,  from  their 
own  nature,  can  be  exercifed  without  giving  umbrage. 

1 he  upright  magiftrate,  who  hears  with  impartiality, 
and  decides  with  wifdom  and  equity,  creates  an  ene- 
my in  the  opprejfor , when  he  redrefles  the  wrongs  of 
the  opprejfed.  The  benevolent  citizen,  who  purfues 
with  zeal  and  fteadinefs  the  good  of  the  community, 
mu  ft  facrifice  to  the  important  objects  which  he  has 
in  view,  the  interfering  interefts  of  many  individuals, 
who  will  indulge  aloud  their  complaints,  and  pour 
upon  him  a torrent  of  abufe.  And  the  liberal  man, 
whofe  hand  is  ever  ftretched  forth  to  relieve  ficknefi* 
poveity,  uiid  diftrefs;  and  who  diiTiifes  happinefs 
around  him,  by  his  generofity,  hofpitality,  and  cha- 
rity, is  calumniated  by  the  worthlefs,  who  partake 
not  of  his  bounty;  and  cenfured  even  by  his  bene- 
ficiaries, becaufe  his  kindnefs  falls  fliort  of  their  un- 
reafonable  expectations.  Louis  the  Fourteenth  ufeft 
* Plut.  in  Arift.  p.  312,  3*3. 
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to  fay,  that  whenever  he  beftowed  a vacant  employ- 
ment, he  made  a hundred  perfons  difcontented,  and 
one  ungrateful.  The  love  of  liberty,  civil  and  reli- 
gious, is  odious  to  the  tyrant,  the  bigot,  and  the 
pa/Jive  Have.  Reproof,  however  delicate,  feafonable, 
and  affe&ionate,  too  often  creates  averfion  to  the 
friend  wrho  adminifters  it.  Counfel,  if  it  contradict 
our  darling  paffion,  though  wife  and  prudent,  will 
produce  ill  will.  Courage  excites  fear  and  hatred  in 
the  coward.  Induftry  bears  away  the  palm  of  fuccefs 
from  the  llothfui.  And  learning,  judgment,  and 
thill  afford  advantages  which  irritate,  becaufe  they 
humiliate,  the  ftupid  and  the  ignorant.  The  immortal 
Harvey,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  a friend,  complains 
that  he  had  hurt  his  intereft  as  a phylician,  by  the 
difcovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood;  a difcovery 
which  does  honour  to  phyfic,  to  philofophy,  and  to 
human  nature,  becaufe  it  was  the  refult,  not  of  acci- 
dent, but  of  folid  reafoningand  patient  inquiry. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that,  in  the  prefent  confti- 
tution  of  things,  envy  and  detraction  are  the  price 
which  muff  be  paid  for  pre-eminence  in  virtue.  The 
fcriptures  denounce  woe  upon  thofe  of  whom  all  men 
fpeak  well.  Such  characters  cannot  be  more  than 
negatively  good  ; and  they  are  generally  much  below 
the  common  ffandard  of  merit.  The  vulgar  phrafe 
of  approbation,  which  we  fo  frequently  hear  applied 
to  the  individuals  of  this  clafs,  that  they  arc  enemies 
to  no  one  but  themfclves , conveys  the  fevered  fatire; 
becaufe  it  implies  that  they  are  either  infignificant 
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drones,  artful  hypocrites,  or  the  infamous  panders  of 
pleafure.  Tully  defcribes  Cataline  himfelf  as  popular, 
by  having  the  addrefs  cum  trijlibus  fevere , cum  re - 
mijjis  jucunde,  cum  fenibus  graviter , cum  juvcntute 
comiter  vivere;  that  is,  by  fervilely  accommodating 
himfelf  to  the  humours  and  vices  of  all  with  whom 
he  converfed. 

Are  we  then  to  regard  fume  as  unattainable,  or  as 
unworthy  of  a wife  man’s  purfuit?  Certainly  not. 
Such  a conviction  would  fupprefs  a noble  and  pow- 
erful incitement  to  virtue,  and  deftroy  one  of  the 
mofl  exquifite  enjoyments  of  human  life.  For  the 
pleafure  arifing  from  the  applaufes  of  the  judicious 
and  the  good  is  next,  in  degree,  to  the  inward  de- 
light which  flows  from  tiie  confcioufnefs  of  having 
deferved  them.  And  he  who  governs  by  reafon 
this  animating  principle  of  action ; who  uniformly 
aims  at  moral  re&itude  in  his  conduct  ; who  fuffers 
no  popular  praife  or  vulgar  opinion  to  elate  or  to 
millead  him  ; and  who  is  undeprelfed  by  the  cenfures 
of  interefled  or  incompetent  judges;*  will  command 
the  effeem  and  love  of  thofe,  whofc  fuffrages  alone 
are  fame,  will  be  honoured  and  revered  by  pofferity ; 
and  will  obtain  the  favour  of  God  himfelf,  the  om* 
nifeient  obferver  and  fovereign  rewarder  of  merit. 

* Falfus  honor  juvat,  et  mendax  infamia  tenet, 

Qucm,  nifi  mendaccm,  & mendofum  ? 
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“PRAISE  WHEN  YOU  MAY! 

“BE  CANDID  WHEN  YOU  CAN!” 

Several  gentlemen,  in  the  company  of  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  were  fpeaking  of  the  avarice  jof  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough;  and  they  appealed  to  his 
Lordfliip,  for  the  truth  of  the  indances  which  they 
adduced.  <{  He  was  fo  great  a man,”  replied  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  66  that  I have  forgotten  his  vices.” — 
A truly-generous  anlwer  for  a political  enemy  to 
make,  fays  Voltaire,  who  relates  the  incident! 

Prince  Kaunitz,  prime  minider  at  the  court  of 
Vienna,  prevailed  on  his  midrefs,  the  late  Emprefs 
of  Germany,  to  bellow  a very  high  pod,  in  the  war 
department,  on  a general  officer,  whom  he  had  jud 
reafon  to  diflike.  The  latter,  affe&ed  by  this  gene- 
rous conduft,  widied  to  recover  the  favour  of  the 
minider,  and  made  advances  towards  a reconciliation. 
Kaunitz  however  refufed ; obferving  that  he  had  only 
done  his  duty,  and  what  his  opinion  of  the  officer 
required,  in  caufing  his  fovereign  to  pay  a due  regard 
to  military  merit.  But  being  mader  of  his  private 
affe&ions,  he  was  at  full  liberty  to  decline  all  perfonal 
intimacy  or  connexion  with  him.  tc  I am  fond  of 
citing  this  anecdote,”  fays  M.  Neckar,  <e  becaufe 
it  appears  to  me  to  unite  perfonal  dignity  with 
ce  candour  and  public  virtue.” 
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CIRCUMSPECTION. 


.LlJCY  and  Emilia  were  admiring  the  dru&ureof  a, 
fpider's  web,  which  was  formed  between  the  branches 
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of  a tall  fhrub  in  the  garden  at  Hart-Hill;  when 
Euphronius,  returning  from  his  morning  walk,  flop- 
ped to  inquire  what  objed  fo  much  engaged  their 
attention.  The  dew-drops  yet  befpangled  the  fine 
threads  of  which  the  web  was  compofed,  and  ren- 
dered every  part  of  it  confpicuoufly  beautiful.  A 
fmall-winged  infed  happened,  at  this  inftant,  to  be 
caught  in  the  toil;  and  the  fpider,  before  invifible, 
advanced  along  the  lines  from  his  fecret  retreat,  feized 
the  prey,  and  killed  it,  by  inftiiling  a venomous  juice 
into  the  wound  he  made.  When  the  rapacious  tyrant 
had  almofl  devoured  his  game,  another  fly,  of  a larger 
fize,  became  entangled  in  the  mefh.  He  now  waited 
patiently  till  the  in  fed  was  fatigued,  by  flruggling  to 
obtain  its  liberty;  and  then  rolling  the  web  around 
it,  he  left  the  poor  fly  in  a flate  of  terror  and  impo- 
tence, as  a future  repall  for  his  returning  appetite. 

You  pity  the  fate,  faid  Euphronius,  of  this  un- 
fortunate infed,  whofe  deflrudion  is  the  natural 
confequence  of  its  ignorance  and  want  of  caution. 
Remember  that  you  yourfelves  will  be  expofed,  in 
the  commerce  of  life,  to  various  fuares,  dangerous  to 
your  virtue,  and  fubverfive  to  your  peace  of  mind. 
1 la.ttery  is  the  common  toil  laid  for  your  fex;  and 
when  you  are  entangled  in  it,  vanity,  affectation, 
pertnefs,  and  impatience  of  controul,  coullitute  the 
poifon  which  is  then  infufed  into  your  wounded  bo- 
foms.  Pleasure  fpreads  a glittering  v/eb,  which 
has  proved  fatal  to  jhoufands.  Ambition  catches 
the  unwary  by  power,  titles,  dignities,  and  prefer- 
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ments.  And  False  Religion,  under  a dazzling 
outfide  of  myftenous  fancfity,  and  pompous  ceremo- 
nies, conceals  a net-work  of  prieflcraft  and  fuperffition, 
from  which  it  will  be  ftill  more  difficult  to  extricate 
yourfelves.  Sophron  and  Alexis  had  now  joined  the 
little  party;  and  Euphronius,  pointing  to  them  his 
difcourfe,  bid  them  beware  of  the  cobwebs  of  Phi- 
losophy; thofe  fine-fpun  Irypoihefes , which  involve 
the  mind  in  error,  and  unfit  it  for  the  patient  invefti- 
gation  of  truth,  by  obfervation  and  experiment. 

THE  WEAKNESS  OF  MAN,  AND  THE  WISDOM  OF 
DIVINE  PROVIDENCE. 

Disorders  of  the  intellect  occur  much  more 
frequently  than  fuperficial  obfervers  will  eafily  be- 
lieve. I here  is  no  man  whofe  imagination  does  not 
fometimes  predominate  over  his  reafon;  and  every 
fuch  tyranny  of  fancy  is  a temporary  degree  of  in- 
finity. He  who  delights  in  filent  fpeculation,  often 
indulges,  without  reffraint,  the  airy  vifions  of  the  foul, 
and  expatiates  in  boundlefs  futurity,  amufing  his  de- 
f res  with  impoffible  enjoyments,  and  conferring  upon 
his  pride  unattainable  dominion.  In  time,  fome  par- 
ticular train  of  ideas  ablorbs  the  attention;  the  mind 
recurs  conffantly,  in  wearinefs  or  leifure,  to  the  fa- 
vourite conception  ; and  the  fway  of  fancy  becomes 
defpotic.  Delufions  then  operate  as  realities;  falfe 
opinions  engrofs  the  underffanding;  and  life  paffes 
in  dreams  of  pleafure  or  of  mifery. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


39 


An  Egyptian  aftronomer  who  had  fpent  forty  years 
in  unwearied  attention  to  the  motions  and  appearances 
of  the  heavenly  bodies,  conceived  that  he  was  in- 
verted with  the  power  of  regulating  the  weather, 
and  varying  the  feafons.  The  fun,  he  thought, 
obeyed  his  mandates,  and  parted  from  tropic  to 
tropic  by  his  dire&ion  ; the  clouds  burrt  at  his  call 
on  the  fouthern  mountains;  and  the  inundations  of 
the  Nile  were  governed  by  his  will.  He  mitigated 
the  rage  of  the  dog-liar,  rertrained  the  equinoctial 
tempefts,  and  difpenfed  rain  and  fun-fliine  to  the 
feveral  nations  of  the  earth.*  Such  power,  though 
imaginary,  was  too  extenfive  for  the  feeblenefs  of 
man ; and  the  artronomer  funk  under  the  bur- 
dens of  an  ortice,  which  he  laboured  to  adminirter 
with  impartial  jurtice  and  univerfal  benevolence.  The 
difcordant  claims  of  different  regions  and  climates, 
and  the  oppoiite  requirttions  of  the  various  fruits  of 
the  ground,  in  the  fame  diHri<rt,  hararted  his  mind 
with  inceflant  care,  fulpence,  and  perplexity.  If  he 
fuffered  the  clouds  to  pour  down  their  treafures  on 
the  thirfty  deferts  of  Arabia,  impetuous  torrents  over- 
w Helmed  the  fertile  plains  of  Jiafiora:  and  when  he 
lent  forth  a ftorm  to  fweep  away  the  pertilentia! 

* So  far  is  borrowed,  with  confiderable  variations,  from  Raffelas, 
Prince  of  Abyflinia,  a novel  written  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon.  The 
original  affords  a llriking  pidure  of  literary  infanity;  but  the  ima- 
ginary powers  of  the  aftronomer,  over  thg  univerfe,  are  confined 
to  the  dilfribution  of  rain  and  lun-fliine.  He  is  reprefented  alfo  as 
equal,  in  his  own  idea,  to  the  government  of  nature;  and  anxious 
only  for  a proper  fucceffor.  I have  given  a different  turn  to  the 
narration,  with  a view  to  convey  more  inilrudion  to  the  mind. 
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Samiel,*  which  carried  death  and  defolation  in  its 
progrefs,  a fleet,  laden  with  the  richefl  merchandife, 
was  Ihipwrecked  in  the  gulph  of  Ormus.  The  fervid 
beams  of  the  fun,  whilfl  they  matured  the  lufeious 
grape  of  Smyrna,  deflroyed  the  harvefl  of  corn,  and 
fcorched  the  herbage  of  the  fields.  The  philofopher 
thought  he  could  perhaps  remedy  thefe  evils,  by 
turning  afide  the  axis  of  the  earth,  and  varying  the 
ecliptic  of  the  fun.  But  he  found  it  impoflible  to 
make  a change  of  pofition,  by  which  the  world  could 
be  advantaged:  and  he  dreaded  the  injury  which  he 
might  occafion  to  diflant  and  unknown  parts  of  the 
folar  fyflem.  Oppreffed  with  anxiety,  he  earneflly 
folicited  the  great  Governor  of  the  univerfe  to  diveft 
him  of  the  painful  pre-eminence  with  which  he  was 
honoured.  “ Father  of  light,”  he  cried,  cc  thy  om- 
ct  nipotent  hand  and  all-feeing  eye  are  alone  equal  to 
<e  the  mighty  empire  of  this  globe.”  The  vafl  ope- 
rations of  nature  exceed  my  finite  comprehenfion ; 
and  I now  feel  with  reverence  and  humility,  that  to 
difpenfe  good  and  evil,  in  all  thofe  varied  combina- 
tions, which  conflitute  the  harmonious  fyflem  on 
which  the  general  happinefs  depends,  nothing  lefs 
can  be  required  than  unerring  wifdom,  fpotlefs  rec- 
titude, and  fovereign  power. 

* The  Samiel  is  a fudden  vapour,  to  which  travellers  are  expofed 
in  the  deferts  of  Arabia,  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft ; 
and  brings  inftantaneous  death  to  every  man  or  beaft  in  the  way 
of  it.  This  peftiferous  guft  quickly  paffes,  and  doys  not  extend 
Ltfclf  far;  but  runs,  as  it  were,  in  Itreams  of  no  gre^t  breadth. 

✓ Vide  Mr.  Ives’s  Journal. 
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The  Deity  liftened  with  indulgence  to  a prayer 
which  flowed  from  a fincere  and  pious  heart:  in  the 
folly  of  the  aflronomer  He  faw  and  pitied  the  weak- 
nefs  of  human  nature;  and  by  flrengthening  the 
prefent  conviction  of  his  mind,  He  gracioufly  removed 
the  infanity  under  which  he  laboured. 

THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  MERCHANT, 
HONOURABLE. 

.You  live  in  a mercantile  country,  my  fon,  and  I 
with  you  to  think  refpeftfully  of  the  character  of  a 
merchant.  Hear  the  fentiments  of  the  firft  genius  of 
the  age  on  this  fubjeCt!  « In  France,”  fays  Voltaire, 
“ the  title  of  Marquis  is  given  to  any  one  who  will 
<c  accept  of  it;  and  whoever  arrives  at  Paris,  from 
“ the  mod  remote  province,  with  money  in  his  purfe, 
“ and  a name  terminating  in  ac  or  ille,  may  flrut 
“ about  and  cry,  Such  a man  as  I ! a man  of  my 
<c  rank  and  figure!  and  may  look  down  upon  a trader 
“ with  fovereign  contempt:  whild  the  trader,  on  the 
“ other  fide,  by  thus  often  hearing  his  profcflion 
<c  treated  fo  difdainfully,  is  fool  enough  toblufnat  it. 
“ However,  I need  not  fay  which  is  mod  ufeful  to  a 
“ nation;  a lord  powdered  in  the  tip  of  the  mode,  who 
knowrs  exaCtly  at  what  o’clock  the  king  rifes  and 
goes  to  bed,  and  who  gives  himfelf  airs  of  grandeur 
and  date,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  is  aCting  the 
<c  Have  in  the  anti-chamber  of  a prime  minider;  or 
*c  a merchant  who  enriches  his  country,  difpatches 
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<c  orders  from  his.compting-houfe  to  Surat  and  Grand 
Cairo,  and  contributes  to  the  felicity  of  the  world.” 


-Tier  kindly  melting  heart. 

To  every  want,  and  every  woe; 

To  guilt  itfelf,  when  in  diftrefs. 

The  balm  of'  pity  would  impart, 

And  all  relief  that  bounty  could  beftow ! 

E’en  for  the  kid  or  lamb  that  pour’d  its  life 
Beneath  the  bloody  knife, 

Her  gentle  tears  would  fall, 

As  fhe  the  common  mother  were  of  all. 

Nor  only  good,  and  kind. 

But  ftrong  and  elevated  was  her  mind : 

A fpirit  that,  with  noble  pride. 

Could  look  fuperior  down 
On  Fortune’s  fmile,  or  frown; 

That  could,  without  regret  or  pain, 

To  virtue’s  loweft  duty  facrilice, 

Or  intereft’s  or  ambition’s  higheft  prize; 
That,  injur’d  or  ofFended,  never  try’d 
Its  dignity  by  vengeance  to  maintain, 

But  by  magnanimous  difdain. 

A wit,  that  temperately  bright. 

With  inoffenhve  light. 

All  plealing  fhone,  nor  ever  pall 
The  decent  bounds,  that  Wildom’s  fober  hand. 
And  fweet  benevolence’s  mild  command, 

And  balhful  modefly  before  it  calf. 

A prudence  undeceiving,  undeceiv’d ; 

That  nor  too  little,  nor  too  much  believ’d  ; 
That  fcorned  unjuft  Sufpicion’s  coward  fear. 
And  without  weaknefs  knew  to  be  hncere. 


were  carried  by  Hortcnfia  to  view  the  crowds  of 
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Lord  Lyttelton. 


CRUELTY  TO  HORSES, 

month  of  June,  Lucy,  Emilia,  and  Jacobus 
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company,  as  they  paflfed  to  the  races,  which  arc 
annually  held  upon  Kerfal  Moor,  near  Manchefter. 
The  variety  of  countenances  which  they  law;  the 
mirth  of  fome,  the  eagernefs  of  others,  and  the  difli- 
pation  of  all,  furnifhed  a delightful  entertainment  to 
their  young  minds,  unalloyed  by  any  rcfle&ions  on 
the  extravagance,  gaming,  and  intemperance  which 
fuch  diverlions  produce.  Whild  they  were  enjoying 
this  feene  of  pleafure,  they  obferved  two  men  ad- 
vancing on  a full  gallop,  fpurring  and  ladling  their 
hoi  fes  to  increafe  their  fpeed.  The  day  was  ex- 
tremely hot,  and  one  of  the  horfes  fell  gafping, 
almod  at  the  feet  of  Jacobus.  By  his  agility,  the 
rider  indantly  freed  himfelf  from  the  dirrups;  and 
riling  with  fury  from  the  ground,  he  beat  his  horfe 
in  the  mod  favage  and  relentlefs  manner.  The  poor 
animal  was  unable  to  move ; and  at  every  droke  of 
the  whip,  exprefled  his  agonies  by  the  mod  piercing 
groans.  In  vain  the  furroundmg  crowd  interceded 
in  his  behalf.  The  tyrant,  to  whom  he  belonged, 
inflamed  with  anger  and  revenge,  continued  inex- 
oiaolc,  and  Hortenua  withdrew,  with  her  young 
charge,  from  a fpeedacle  fo  painful  and  didrefling. 
When  Euphronius  returned  to  Hart-Hill,  in  the  even- 
ing,  his  children  Hocked  around  him,  impatient  to 
relate  this  tale  of  woe.  I know  and  pity  the  unhappy 
horfe,  faid  he;  and  if  you  will  liften  to  me,  I will 
give  you  the  particulars  of  his  hidory.  The  fire  of 
this  animal  was  a native  of  Arabia  Felix,  wdicre  he 
i«nged  without  controul,  in  the  mod  fertile  and 
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extenfive  plains,  enjoying  all  the  luxuries  of  nature. 
He  was  the  leader  of  a herd,  which  confided  of  more 
than  five  hundred  of  his  fpecies ; and  thus  fupported 
by  the  united  force  of  numbers,  no  bead  of  the  fored 
durd  attack  him.  When  his  followers  dept,  he 
dood  as  centinel,  to  give  notice  of  approaching  dan- 
ger; and  if  an  Arab  happened  to  advance,  he  fome- 
times  walked  up  boldly  towards  him,  as  if  to  examine 
his  drength,  or  to  intimidate  him ; then  indantly  he 
gave  the  fignal  to  his  fellows,  by  a loud  fnorting, 
and  the  whole  herd  fled  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  the 
wind.  In  one  of  thefe  flights  he  was  taken  by  a 
trap,  concealed  upon  the  ground;  which  entangling 
his  feet,  made  him  an  eafy  prey  to  the  hunter.  He 
was  carried  to  Confiantinople;  fold  to  the  Britifli 
envoy  there;  and  brought  by  him  into  England,  to 
improve  our  breed  of  horfes.  The  firfl  colt  he  got 
was  the  poor  animal  whofe  fufierings  you  now  lament, 
and  whom  I remember  to  have  feen  gay,  frolicfome, 
and  happy.  He  was  fed  in  a large  padure,  where  he 
ufed  to  gallop  round  and  round;  trying  every  a<dive 
movement  of  his  limbs,  and  increafing  his  drength 
and  agility  by  thofe  gambols  and  exercifes,  which 
jocund  nature,  in  early  youth,  infpires.  Thus  pafled 
the  fil'd  period  of  his  life;  but  now  his  date  of  fer- 
vitude  and  mifery  commenced.  To  render  him  more 
tame  and  paflive,  a painful  operation  was  performed 
upon  him,  by  which  the  fize  and  firmnefs  of  his 
mufcles  were  impaired,  his  fp  rit  was  deprefled,  and 
he  lod,  with  the  didiu&ion  of  his  fex,  one  eflential 
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power  of  ufefulnefs  and  enjoyment.  Nature  had 
furnilhed  him  with  a flowing  tail,  which  was  at  once 
an  ornament,  a covering  for  what  fliould  be  con- 
cealed, and  a weapon  of  defence  againfl  the  flies  in 
iummer.  But  falfe  tafte  decreed  the  extirpation  of 
it;  and  feveral  joints  were  taken  off  by  a coarfe 
inflrument  and  blundering  farrier.  The  blood  gullied 
from  the  wound;  and  to  flop  the  difcharge,  the  ten- 
der part  was  feared  with  a red-hot  iron.  At  this 
inftant  of  time  I happened  to  pafs  by;  and  whilft  I 
was  pierced  to  the  heart  with  the  fufferings  of  the 
horfe,  I faw  the  favage  who  infilled  them  fufpend  his 
operation,-  to  curfe  and  beat  him  for  the  groans  he 
uttered.  When  the  tail  was  thus  reduced  to  a ri- 
diculous fhortnefs,  it  was  thought  that  a turn  upwards 
would  give  additional  grace  to  it:  and  to  produce 
this  effe<A,  feveral  deep  cuts  were  made  on  the  under 
iide  of  it;  and  the  tail  was  drawn  by  a cord  and 
pully  into  a moll  painful  pofltion,  till  the  granulation 
of  the  flefli  was  completed.  He  was  now  trained,  or 
broken  as  it  is  ufually  termed,  for  riding:  and  during 
this  feafon  of  difcipline,  he  underwent  all  the  feve- 
rities  of  the  lafli  and  the  fpur.  Many  a time  were 
his  fldes  covered  with  blood,  before  his  averfion  to 
the  afs  could  be  fully  fubdued.  The  dread  of  this 
animal  he  derived  from  his  fire;  for  in  the  flate  of 
nature,  the  afs  and  the  horfe  bear  the  utmoft  anti- 
pathy to  each  other:  and  if  a horfe  happen  to  flray 
into  the  paftures  where  the  wild  aflfes  grare,  they 
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attack  him  with  fury;  and  furrounding  him  to  pre- 
vent his  flight,  they  bite  and  kick  him  till  he  dies. 
"When  rendered  perfectly  tractable,  he  was  fold  to 
the  prefent  proprietor,  whom  he  has  faithfully  and 
affectionately  ferved  during  ten  years.  He  has  been 
a companion  to  him  in  various  journeys;  has  borne 
him  with  eafe  and  fecurity  many  thoufand  miles; 
has  contributed  tp  reftore  him  from  flcknefs  to  health, 
by  the  gentle  exercife  which  he  afforded ; and  by  the 
fwiftnciS  of  his  feet,  he  has  twnce  refcued  him  from 
robbers  and  affaflins.  But  he  is  now  growing  old; 
Ins  joints  become  Hill ; Ins  wind  fails  him  : and  unjed 

' O 

beyond  his  fpeed,  on  fo  fultry  a day,  he  fell  breath lefs 
at  your  feet.  In  a few  hours  he  recovered  himfelf; 
and  the  owner  has  fince  difpofed  of  him,  at  a low 
price,  to  a mafter  of  poft-horfes  in  Manchefler.  He 
is  now  to  be  ridden  as  a common  hackney,  or  to 
be  driven  in  a chaife;  and  he  will  be  at  the  mercy 
of  every  coxcomb  traveller,  who  gallops , night  and 
day,  through  different  countries,  to  acquire  a know- 
ledge of  mankind,  by  the  obfervation  of  their  man- 
ners, cufloms,  laws,  arts,  police,  and  government. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  horfe  will  foon  be  difqualifled 
for  this  violent  and  cruel  fervice;  and  if  he  furvive, 
he  will,  probably,  be  fold  to  grind  in  a mill.  In  this 
fituation,  his  exercife  will  be  lefs  fevere,  but  almoff 
without  intermillion ; the  movement  in  a circle  will 
produce  a dizzinels  of  the  head,  and  in  a month  or 
two  he  will  become  blind.  Still,  however,  his 
labours  are  to  continue;  and  he  may  drag  on  years 
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of  toil  and  forrow,  ere  death  clofes  the  period  of 
his  fufferings. 

The  children  were  much  affected  by  this  narrative; 
and  Jacobus  cried  out  with  emotion,  “ I love  my 
“ little  horfe,  and  will  never  abufe  him:  And  when 
“ he  grows  old,  he  fhall  reft  from  his  work ; and  I 
“ will  feed  him,  and  take  care  of  him  till  he  dies.” 


POSITIVENESS. 

i 

T HE  cameleon  is  a fmall  quadruped,  in  fliape  re- 
fembling  a crocodile,  and  chiefly  found  in  Arabia  and 
Egypt.  It  is  a vulgar  error  that  this  animal  feeds 
upon  air,  for  his  ftomach  is  always  found  to  contain 
flies  and  other  infers.  Mr.  Le  Bruyn,  during  his 
abode  at  Smyrna,  had  four  cameleons  in  his  poflfef- 
fion.  He  never  perceived  that  they  eat  any  thing, 
except  now  and  then  a fly.  Their  colour  often 
changed  without  any  apparent  caufe;  but  their  mod 
durable  one  was  grey,  or  rather  a pale  moufe  colour. 
Sometimes  the  animals  were  of  a beautiful  green, 
fpotted  with  yellow;  at  other  times  they  w;ere 
marked  all  over  with  dark  brown;  but  he  never 
found  that  they  aflumed  a red  colour.  Thefe  pro- 
perties of  the  cameleon  have  given  rife  to  the  fol- 
lowing fable,  which  was  written  by  Mr.  Merrick,  and 
llhews,  in  a lively  and  ftriking  manner,  the  folly  of 
ipolitivenefs  in  opinion. 


E 2 


A FATHER’S 


68 


THE  CAMELEON. 

OFT  has  it  been  my  lot  to  mark 
A proud,  conceited,  talking  fpark, 

With  eyes,  that  hardly  ferv’d  at  molt 
To  guard  their  matter  ’gainft  a poll; 

Yet  round  the  world  the  blade  has  been, 
To  lee  whatever  could  be  feen; 

Returning  from  his  finiffi’d  tour, 

Grown  ten  times  perter  than  before: 
Whatever  word  you  chance  to  drop, 

The  travelled  fool  your  mouth  will  flop; 

<(  Sir,  if  my  judgment  you’ll  aUow — 

“ I’ve  feen — and  fure  I ought  to  know.** 
So  begs  you’d  pay  a due  fubmiilion, 

And  acquiefce  in  his  dccilion. 

Two  travellers  of  fu^h  a catt, 

As  o’er  Arabia’s  wilds  they  patt, 

And  on  their  way  in  friendly  chat. 

Now  talk’d  of  this,  and  then  of  that, 
Difcours’d  awhile,  ’mongft  other  matter, 
Of  the  cameleon’s  form  and  nature. 

“ A flranger  animal,”  cries  one, 

“ Sure  never  liv’d  beneath  the  fun : 

“ A lizard’s  body,  lean  and  long, 

“ A fiffi’s  head,  a fci  pent’s  tongue, 

“ Its  tooth  with  triple  claw  disjoin’d ; 

“ And  what  a length  of  tail  behind! 

“ How  How  its  pace!  and  then  its  hue — 
“ Who  ever  faw  fo  line  a blue  ” 

‘ Hold  there,’  the  other  quick  replies, 

4 ’Tis  green — I faw  it  with  thefe  eyes,  * 
‘ As  late  with  open  mouth  it  lay, 

‘ And  warm’d  it  in  the  funny  ray; 

‘ Stretch’d  at  his  eale  the  beaft  l view’d, 

* And  faw  it  cal  the  air  for  food.’ 

“ I’ve  feen  it,  lir,  as  well  as  you, 

“ And  mutt  again  affirm  it  blue ; 

“ At  leilure  I the  beaft  furvey’d, 

“ Extended  in  the  cooling  ffiade.” 
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‘ ’Tis  green,  ’tis  green,  fir,  I aflame  ye;’— 

“ Green  !”  cries  the  other  in  a fury — 

“ Why,  fir,  d’ye  think  I’ve  lolt  my  eyes?” 

* ’Twere  no  great  lofs,’  the  friend  replies, 

‘ For  if  they  always  ferve  you  thus, 

* you’ll  find  them  but  of  little  ufe.” 

So  high  at  laft  the  contdt  rofe, 

From  words  they  almoft  came  to  blows ; 

When  luckily  came  by  a third — 

To  him  the  queltion  they  referr’d; 

And  begg’d  he’d  tell  ’em  if  he  knew, 

■Whether  the  thing  was  green  or  blue. 

“ Sirs',”  cries  the  umpire,  “ ceafe  your  pother — 

“ The  creature’s  neither  one  nor  t’other. 

“ I caught  the  animal  laft  night, 

“ And  view’d  it  o’er  by  candlelight; 

“ I mark’d  it  well — ’twas  black  us  jet — 

“ You  Rare — but,  firs,  I’ve  got  it  yet, 

“ And  can  produce  it.” “ Pray,  fir,  do; 

“ I’ll  lay  my  life  the  thing  is  blue.” 

‘ And  I’ll  be  fworn,  that  when  you’ve  feen 
‘ The  reptile,  you’ll  pronounce  him  green.’ 

“ Well,  then,  at  once  to  eafe  the  doubt,” 

Replies  the  man,  “ I’ll  turn  him  out; 

“ And  when  before  your  eyes  I’ve  fet  him, 

“ If  you  don’t  find  him  black,  I’ll  eat  him 
He  faid:  then  full  before  their  fight 
Produc'd  the  bcaft;  andlo!  ’twas  white. 

Dodsley’s  Collection,  vol.  r. 


LYING. 

END ACULTJS  was  a youth  of  good  parts, 
and  of  amiable  difpofitions ; bur  by  keeping  bad 
company,  he  had  contracted,  in  an  extreme  degree, 
the  odious  practice  of  lying.  His  word  was  fcarcely 
ever  believed  by  his  friends  5 and  he  was  often  fus- 
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pe&ed  of  faults,  becaufe  he  denied  the  commillion  of 
them ; and  punifhed  for  offences,  of  which  he  was 
convi&ed  only  by  his  affertions  of  innocence.  rrhe 
experience  of  every  day  manifefled  the  difadvantages 
which  he  fuffered  from  the  habitual  violation  of  truth. 
He  had  a garden  flocked  with  the  choicefl  flowers. 

j ' 

and  the  cultivation  of  it  was  his  favourite  amufement. 
It  happened  that  the  cattle  of  the  adjoining  paflure 
had  broken  down  the  fence,  and  he  found  them 
trampling  upon  and  deffroying  a bed  of  auriculas. 
He  could  not  drive  thofe  ravagers  away,  without 
endangering  the  hill  more  valuable  productions  of  the 
next  parterre  j and  he  haftened  to  requefl  the  affifl- 
ance  of  the  gardener.  « You  intend  to  make  a fool 
of  me,”  faid  the  man,  who  refufed  to  go,  as  he  gave 
no  credit  to  the  relation  of  Mendaculus. 

One  frofty  day,  his  father  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  thrown  from  his  horfe,  and  to  fra&ure  his  thigh. 
Mendaculus  was  prefent,  and  was  deeply  affefted 
by  the  accident,  but  had  not  flrength  to  afford  the 
neceffary  help.  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  leave 
him,  in  this  painful  condition,  on  the  ground,  which 
was  at  that  time  covered  with  fnow ; and,  with  all 
the  expedition  in  his  power,  he  rode  to  Manchefter 
to  folicit  the  aid  of  the  firfl  benevolent  perfon  he 
fhould  meet  with.  His  character  as  a Jiar  was  <zc- 
nerally  known ; few  to  whom  he  applied  paid  atten- 
tion to  h'S  flory,  and  no  one  believed  it.  After 
Ioflng  much  time  in  fruitlefs  entreaties,  he  returned 
with  a forrowful  heart,  and  with  his  eyes  bathed  in. 
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tears,  to  the  place  where  the  accident  happened. 
But  his  father  was  removed  from  thence j a coach 
fortunately  palled  that  way ; he  was  taken  into  it, 
and  conveyed  to  his  own  houfe,  whither  Mendaculus 
loon  followed  him. 

i . 

A lully  boy,  of  whom  Mendaculus  had  told  fome 
falfehoods„  often  way-laid  him  as  he  went  to  fchool, 
and  beat  him  with  great  feverity.  Confcious  of  his 
ill  defert,  Mendaculus  bore  for  fome  time  in  filence 
this  chaftifement;  but  the  frequent  repetition  of  it 
at  lad  overpowered  his  refolution,  and  he  complained 
ro  his  father  of  the  ufage  which  he  met  with.  His 
father,  though  dubious  of  the  truth  of  his  account, 
applied  to  the  parents  of  the  boy  who  abufed  him. 
But  he  could  obtain  no  redrefs  from  them,  and  only 
received  the  following  painful  anfwer:  “ Your  foil 
is  a notorious  liar,  and  we  pay  no  regard  to  his  afler- 
tions.”  Mendaculus  was  therefore  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  wonted  correction,  till  full  fatisfa&ion  had 
been  taken  by  his  antagonid  for  the  injury  which 
he  had  fudained. 

Such  were  the  evils  in  which  this  unfortunate 
youth  almod  daily  involved  himfelf,  by  the  habit  of 
lying.  He  was  fenfible  of  his  mifconduft,  and  began 
to  reflect  upon  it  with  ferioufnefs  and  contrition. 
Refoiutions  of  amendment  fucceeded  to  penitence:  he 
fet  a guard  upon  his  words  ; fpoke  little,  and  always 
with  caution  and  refer  ve;  and  he  foon  found,  by 
fv/eet  experience,  that  truth  is  more  eafy  and  natural 
than  falfehood.  By  degrees  the  love  of  it  became 


72 


A father's 


predominant  in  his  mind;  and  fo  facred  at  length 
did  he  hold  veracity  to  be,  that  he  fcrupled  even  the 
lead  jocular  violation  of  it.  This  happy  change  re- 
doied  him  to  the  edeem  of  his  friends,  the  confidence 
of  the  public,  and  the  peace  of  his  own  confcience. 

VIGILANT  OBSERVATION. 

Be  attentive,  my  dear  Alexis,  to  every  event  which 
occurs,  and  to  all  the  objects  which  furround  you! 
Suffer  nothing  to  efcape  your  notice!  The  minuted 
fubftance,  or  the  mod  trivial  incident,  may  furnifh 
important  knowledge,  or  be  applied  to  fome  ufeful 
purpofe.  I have  heard  that  the  great  law  of  gra- 
vitation, by  which  the  whole  fyflem  of  the  univerfe 
is  governed,  was  firfl  fuggefted  to  the  mind  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton  by  the  accidental  fall  of  an  apple, 
which  he  obferved  on  a very  dill  day  in  a garden. 
Archimedes,  a Sicilian  philofopher,  who  flounfhed 
about  two  centuries  before  Christ,  happened  to 
remark,  whild  he  was  bathing,  that  the  bulk  of  the 
water  was  increafed,  in  a certain  proportion,  by  his 
immerfion  in  it.  A fortunate  train  of  ideas  indantly 
arofe  in  his  mind;  he  faw  at  one  view  the  method 
of  afcertaining  the  fpecific  gravities  of  bodies,  that 
is,  how  much  they  are  lighter  or  heavier  than  others 
of  a different  kind ; and  he  perceived  he  fhould  now 
be  able  to  deted  the  fraud  of  an  artid,  who  had 
mixed  bale  metal  with  the  gold  of  King  Hiero’s 
crown.  So  overjoyed  was  he  at  this  difcovery,  that. 
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it  is  faid,  he  ran  naked  out  of  the  bath  into  the 
fireets  of  Syracufe,  crying  out,  44  I have  found  it! 
44  I have  found  it l”  The  hydroftatical  balance  is 
framed  on  the  theorem  of  Archimedes,  44  that  a 
44  body  heavier  than  water  weighs  lefs  in  water  than 
“ in  air,  by  the  weight  of  as  much  water  as  is  equal 
44  to  it  in  bulk.”  And  this  inftrument  is  employed 
to  efiimate  the  purity  of  metals,  the  richnefs  of  ores, 
and  the  relation  which  a variety  of  fubftances  bear 
to  each  other. 

Dr.  Franklin,  when  he  was  on  board  the  fleet  of 
lh:ps  bound  againft  JLouifburgh  in  1757..  happened 
to  obferve  that  the  wakes  of  two  of  the  veflels  were 
remarkably  fmooth,  whilft  thofe  of  all  the  reft  were 
ruffled  by  the  wind,  which  then  blew  frefli.  He  was 
puzzled  with  the  appearance,  and- pointing  it  out  to 
the  captain  of  his  fliip,  afked  him  the  caufe  of  it. 
44  1 he  cooks,”  faid  he,  44  have  probably  been  pour- 
44  ing  out  their  greafy  water.”  Though  this  folution 
by  no  means  fatisfied  the  philofopher,  he  determined 
to  take  the  firfl;  opportunity  of  trying  the  efleft  of 
oh  on  water ; and  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
fuccefs  of  his  curious  and  very  ufeful  experiments  on 
this  fnbjcft. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Boyle,  that  Harvey  had 
the  firfl:  glimpfe  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  from 
a view  of  the  valves  of  the  veins,  as  they  were  ex- 
hibited by  Fabricius,  the  anatomift,  to  his  pupils. — 
The  invention  of  unezzotintos  is  faid  to  have  taken 
rile  from  the  obfervance  of  regular  figures  on  a rufly 
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gun-barrel. — GeofFroy  relates  that  the  virtues  of  the 
Peruvian  bark  were  difcovered  by  an  Indian,  who  in 
the  hot  fit  of  an  intermittent  drank  largely  of  the 
water  of  a pool,  into  which  fome  of  thofe  trees  that 
yeild  it  had  fallen. — But  I fhall  repeat  no  farther 
indances  of  this  kind,  till  I can  add  to  the  number 
fome  valuable  acquifition  of  yours;  the  happy  fruit, 
my  dear  Alexis,  of  your  fagacity  and  attention. 

MAXIMS. 

♦ 

Swearing  is  a proof  of  courage;  becaufe  it 
fhews  that  we  neither  fear  the  difapprobation  of  wife 
men,  nor  the  difplealure  of  God. 

To  unite  inconfidencies  difplays  a great  genius. 
Be  therefore  a rake  in  appearance,  though  a wife 
man  in  reality. 

Men  of  wit,  of  fpirit,  and  of  genius,  often  diflin- 
guifh  themfelves  by  profufion,  imprudence,  and 
licentioufnefs.  May  we  not  hence  prefume  that 
ceconomy,  good  fenfe,  and  felf-government,  are  cha- 
ra&eridics  of  dullnefs  and  incapacity? 

Do  you  aim  at  refinement  or  delicacy  ? Cultivate 
a quick  and  lively  perception  of  whatever  is  inde- 
licate: for  it  is  the  opinion  of  a great  wit,  that  the 
niceft  people  have  the  nadieft  ideas. 

Romances  infpire  modedy  : for  they  multiply  thofe 
aflociations  of  ideas  which,  whenever  they  recur,  ex- 
cite the  fimpering  leer,  and  confcious  blufli.  Whereas 
fimplicity,  through  ignorance,  is  generally  a ftranger 
to  confufion. 
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B'ts  dat  qui  cito  dat ; that  is,  he  w ho  has  the  folly  to 
give  once  readily,  will  foon  be  folicited  a fecond  time. 

Superiority  over  others  is  of  little  value,  unlefs  it 
be  feen  and  acknowledged:  and  how  (hall  it  be  feen 
and  acknowledged,  if  you  be  not  forward,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  to  difplay  it  ? 

Loud  laughter  exprelTes  mirth ; and  the  proverb, 
be  merry  and  wife  makes  mirth  antecedent  to  wifdorn. 

Be  the  firfl  to  laugh  at  your  owrn  jokes : for  how 
can  others  difcern  the  wit  of  them,  if  you  do  not 
yourfelf? 

Liberty  and  health  are  but  fictitious  blefiings; 
for  they  are  unfelt  whilfl  pollefied,  and  prized  only 
when  loll. 

It  is  the  part  of  wifdorn  to  put  the  beft  face  on 
every  thing.  If  you  be  reproached,  therefore,  with 
obftinacy,  call  it  fteadinefs;  if  with  forwardnefs,  call 
it  manly  confidence ; if  with  bafhfulnefs,  call  it  mo- 
defty ; if  with  cowardice,  call  it  caution:  for  every 
vice  has  its  correfpondent  virtue;  and  by  declaiming 
the  vice,  and  aiTuming  the  virtue,  you  will  deceive 
others;  and  what  is  of  more  importance,  in  due  time 
you  may  deceive  yourfelf. 

The  molt  diftinguilhed  fociety  of  philofophers  in 
Europe  have  adopted,  as  their  rule  of  conduct,  nullius 
in  verba  jurars  magiftr'u  If  you  afpire  to  phi- 
lofophy,  therefore,  defpife  authority,  and  be  wife  in 
your  own  conceit . 
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INDIAN  GRATITUDE;  EUROPEAN  INJUSTICE. 

“ An  American  Indian  was  betrayed  on  board  a 
Clip,  and  fold  as  a Have.  No  cruelties  could  tame 
the  high-fpirited  favage  to  labour;  he  ref u fed  full: e- 
nance,  and  attempted  to  kill  himfelf.  Another  fliip- 
m after,  (truck  with  his  diflrefs,  bought  him  for  a 
trifle,  and  Carried  him  back  to  Canada.  The  joy, 
which  flafhed  in  his  eye  on  approaching  his  native 
fnore,  was  checked  by  gratitude  to  his  deliverer. 
He  fwam  back  to  the  fhip — he  was  landed  again 
with  prefents — he  left  the  prefents,  and  fwam  back 
to  his  benefactor,  with  the  generous  emotions  of  a 
mind  which  had  ftrongly  felt  misfortunes,  but  more 
ftrongly  the  attachment  to  its  deliverer.  “ I knew 
6C  no  forrow,”  faid  he,  “ till  I was  betrayed,  in- 
46  halted,  and  whipped.  I will  return  to  my  nation, 
<£  for  they  will  give  me  my  hatchet.  Though  I had 
<c  no  prefents  to  give,  you  gave  me  freedom;  and 
te  now  load  me  with  prefents.  My  eyes  never  filed 
“ tears  before.  Promife  but  to  remember  me,  and 
c£  to  return  after  twelve  moons,  and  I will  give  you 
“ many  furs,  and  lay  the  fcalps  of  my  fiercefl  ene- 
c<  mics  at  your  feet.”  When  he  had  thus  given 
language  to  his  heart,  he  walked  off  in  lilence. 
There  is  a greatncfs  in  this  Savage’s  feelings,  which 
could  be  equalled  only  by  the  liberality  of  the  man 
who  dcferved  them.  '* 


* Bruce's  Elements  of  Ethics,  p.  gri. 
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May  not  thoufands  of  fuffering  Negroes,  in  our 
Welt-Indian  colonies,  poffefs  the  feeds  of  fimiiar 
virtue,  choked  only  in  their  growth  by  deoreffing 
fervitude?  What  a compound  aggregate  of  evil, 
beyond  all  eftimate,  does  the  practice  of  flavery  pre- 
fent  to  our  view,  when  we  contemplate  the  moral 
and  intelleXual  excellence  which  it  has  probably  pre- 
vented; and  the  depravity,  ignorance,  and  mifery, 
it  has  actually  produced.  In  the  zenith  of  Roman 
power,  it  has  been  computed,  that  two-thirds  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  empire  were  in  a ftate  of  bondage. 
But  the  benevolent  religion  of  Christ,  which  ex- 
alts the  dignity,  and  eltablifhes  the  equal  rights  of 
all  mankind,  as  the  offspring  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
of  immortality,  has  gradually  accomplifhed  univerfal 
freedom  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe.  And  I trufl 
the  psra  is  approaching,  when  the  benign  influence  of 
evangelical  charity  will  be  extended  to  the  fons  of 
Africa,  now  forcibly  carried  from  their  native  land, 
coniigned  to  perpetual  drudgery,  and  debarred  of  all 
the  endearing  connexions  of  focial  life,  which  are  at 
once  the  incitements  to  and  rewards  of  virtue.  In 
perufing  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet’s  life  of  M. 
Turgot,  late  comptroller  of  the  finances  in  France,  1 
have  been  much  pleafed  to  find,  that  it  was  one  obi eX 
of  his  adminifl ration  to  abolifli  the  infamous  traffic  in 
the  human  fpecies.  M.  Necker  alfo,  who  fucceeded 
to  the  fame  department,  fpeaks  of  this  commerce  with 
execration.  But,  he  obferves,  the  neceffity  of  fup- 
porting  lovereign  power  has  its  peculiar  laws j and 
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the  wealth  of  nations  is  one  of  the  foundations  of 
this  power.  Yet  would  it,  fays  he,  be  a chimerical 
project,  to  propofe  a.  general  compact,  by  which  all 
the  European  ations  ftiouki  agree  to  abandon  the 
traffic  of  African  haves?  I fhould  cordially  rejoice  to 
iee  fo  honourable  a compaft  in  favour  of  juft  ice, 
humanity,  and  freedom.  Yet  I be1  i eve  it  may  be 
proved  that  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  confequently 
the  fovereign  power,  fuftains  a real  injury  from  this 
opprobrious  branch  of  commerce;  and  that  the 
African  trade  is  a lottery,  with  a few  great  and 
tempting  prizes,  and  many  blanks.  But  it  is  block- 
ing to  a juft  and  generous  mind  to  calculate  the  profit 
or  Iofs,  either  in  a political  or  mercantile  view,  of 
human  bondage,  degeneracy,  and  wretchednefs. 

Life  and  liberty,  with  the  powers  and  enjoy- 
ments dependent  on  them,  are  the  common  and  una- 
lienable gifts  of  bounteous  heaven.  To  feize  them 
by  force,  is  rapine:  to  exchange  for  them  the  wares 
of  Manchefter  or  of  Birmingham,  is  improbity:  for 
it  is  to  barter  without  reciprocal  gain;  to  give  the 
Jlones  of  the  brook  for  the  gold  of  Ophir . ct  Every 
“ fale,”  fays  Sir  William  Blackftone,  “ implies  a 
u price,  an  equivalent  in  lieu  of  what  is  transferred. 
cc  But  what  equivalent  can  be  given  for  life  and 
<c  liberty?  The  civilians  may  plead,  that  flavery  re- 
“ fults  from  captivity  in  war : for  the  conqueror, 
“ by  fparing  the  life  of  his  captive,  feems  to  acquire 
•c  the  right  to  dilpofe  of  him  at  pleafure.  But  no 
64  man  has  a right  to  kill  his  enemy,  except  in  c^fes 
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c<  of  abfolute  neceility  for  felf-defence ; and  it  is 
“ obvious  that  fuch  neceility  cannot  fubfift,  where 
“ the  viftor  has  overcome  and  captured  his  enemy. 
“ War  is  only  juftiflable  on  principles  of  felf-prefer- 
“ vationj  and  therefore  it  gives  no  other  right  over 
“ prifoners,  but  merely  to  difable  them  from  doing 
“ harm,  by  the  confinement  of  their  perfons  : much 
“ lefs  can  it  give  a right  to  kill,  torture,  plunder,  or 
“ even  to  enllave  an  enemy,  when  the  war  is  over.”* 

THE  AFRICAN. 

WIDE  over  the  tremulous  Tea 
The  moon  fpread  her  mantle  of  light, 

And  the  gale,  gently  dying  away, 

Breath’d  foft  on  the  bofom  of  night. 

On  the  forecaftle  Maratan  flood. 

And  pour’d  forth  his  forrowful  tale; 

His  tears  fell  unfeen  in  the  flood. 

His  fighs  pafs’d  unheard  on  the  gale: — 

u Ah,  wretch!”  in  wild  anguifh,  he  cry’d, 

“ From  country  and  liberty  torn ! 

Ah,  Maratan,  would  thou  hadll  died. 

Ere  o’er  the  fait  waves  thou  wert  borne. 

\ 

Through  the  groves  of  Angola  I llray’d. 

Love  and  hope  made  my  bofom  their  home  ; 

There  I talk’d  with  my  favourite  maid. 

Nor  dreamt  of  the  forrow  to  come. 

From  the  thicket  the  man-hunter  fprung. 

My  cries  echo’d  loud  through  the  air ; 

There  were  fury  and  wrath  on  his  tongue, 

He  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  defpair. 


* Blackftone’s  Commentaries,  book  i.  cap.  14. 
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Accurs’d  be  the  mcrcilefs  band. 

That  his  love  could  from  Maratan  tear; 

And  blafted  this  impotent  hand, 

That  was  fever’d  from  all  I held  dear. 

Flow,  ye  tears — down  my  cheeks  ever  flow — 

Still  let  fleep  from  my  eye-lids  depart. 

And  Hill  may  the  arrows  of  woe 
Drink  deep  of  the  {bream  of  my  heart. 

But  hark!  o’er  the  filence  of  night 
My  Adila’s  accents  I hear; 

And  mournful,  beneath  the  wan  light,  ^ 

I fee  her  lov’d  image  appear. 

Slow  o’er  the  fmooth  ocean  fhe  glides, 

As  the  miff  that  hangs  light  on  the  wave;1  # 

And  fondly  her  lover  fhe  chides, 

Who  lingers  fo  long  from  his  grave. 

S{  Oh,  Maratan ! hafle  thee,”  {he  cries, 

“ Here  the  reign  of  oppreffion  is  o’er;  4 

“ The  tyrant  is  robb’d  of  his  prize, 
u And  Adila  forrows  no  more.” 

Now.  finking  amidfl  the  dim  ray, 

Her  form  feems  to  fade  on  my  view: 

Oh!  flay  thee — my  Adila,  flay!- — 

She  beckons,  and  I muff  purfue. 

To-morrow  the  white  man,  in  vain, 

Shall  proudly  account  me  his  Have: 

My  {hackles  I plunge  in  the  main, 

And  rufh  to  the  realms  of  the  brave  !”  Anonymous. 


AN  EASTERN  ALLEGORY.* 

Morad,  one  of  the  expounders  of  the  Jaw  of 

the  holy  prophet unto  Selim,  chief  meffenger 

of  health  at  Bagdat;  to  Sclima,  partner  of  his  days; 
and  to  Abdallah,  Amafiah,  Imarett,  Marat,  Mirza, 

* Sent  to  the  author  by  a much-refpcfted  friend, in  the  year  1781. 
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• and  the  reft  of  their  Tons  and  daughters,  wiflieth 
profperity  and  happinefs. 

O thou,  whofe  office  it  is  to  dire&  the  Tick  to  heal- 
ing medicines,  to  raife  the  languid  from  his  couch,  to 
reftore  bloom  to  the  fading  cheek,  and  vigour  to  the 
trembling  limb!  I have  feen,  with  heart-felt  joy,  thy 
numerous  offspring  rifing,  like  the  goodly  plants  on 
the  fpicy  mountains,  in  faireft  order  above  each  other, 
and  laden  with  bloftoms  beautiful  to  the  eye,  and 
, fragrant  to  the  fmell.  Thy  firft-born  Abdallah  have 
I feen  fpringing  up,  like  the  cedar  of  Carmel,  before 
it  arrives  at  its  full  ftature,  and  promifing  one  day  to 
become  the  glory  of  the  foreft.  O Abdallah,  fon  of 
Selim,  difappoint  not  then  the  hopes  of  thy  father, 
and  the  tender  willies  of  thy  mother  5 for  thou  art 

their  firft-born , and  art  to  lead  thy  brethren  and  filters 
in  the  path  of  wifdom. 

Selim,  minifter  of  health,  to  thee  the  bleflings  of 
Allah  have  been  multiplied.  I rejoice  in  thy  felicity: 

I anticipate  with  thee  the  future  honours  of  the 
amiable  plants  which  furround  thy  table:  I look  for- 
ward to  the  flight  of  years,  and  behold  thy  daughters 
coming  forth  from  thy  houfe,  like  the  full-fledged 
young  from  the  nefts  on  the  cliffs  of  Ilermon,  and 
appearing  diftmguilhed  amongft  the  daughters  of  the 
haft  for  wifdom,  and  for  thofe  ornaments,  which  are 
in  the  light  of  God  and  man  of  greateft  price.  To 
them  Morad  wilheth  every  bleffing,  and  admonilheth 
them  to  attend  to  tlieir  father’s  counfels,  and  their 
mother’s  prayers.  Lovely  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
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of  the  Holy  Prophet,  are  thefe  tender  female  minds, 
ripening  in  knowledge  and  in  goodnefs,  as  the  lily  in 
whitenefs,  and  as  the  rofe  in  fragrance.  Thefe,  O 
daughters  of  Selim  and  Selima,  are  the  faired  orna- 
ments of  -the  human  mind.  But  this  is  an  age  of 
vanity ; and  many  of  the  daughters  of  the  Ead,  ‘led 
away  by  folly,  feem  to  place  their  fupreme  delight  in 
the  richnefs  of  their  veil,  in  the  perfumes  with  which 
they  anoint  their  hair,  or  in  the  meretricious  adorn- 
ings  of  their  perfon.  To  fuch  as  thefe,  Morad,  ex- 
pounder of  the  law,  would  gladly  declare  the  will  of 
Allah ; but  they  will  not  regard  him.  They  have 
liflened  to  the  voice  of  the  deluding  charmer:  they 
love  to  revel  in  the  gardens  of  pleafure:  they  are 
wild  as  the  roe  of  the  defert,  but  their  minds  are* 
empty  of  real  worth ; they  are  empty  as  the  cymbal. 
They  are  like  the  trumpet , which  founds  with  drength 
and  loudnefs,  but  has  no  inward  treafure.  Daughters 
of  Selim,  be  it  your  ambition  to  refemble  that  horn  of- 
■plenty,  which,  crowned  with  no  vain  embellishments, 
is  within  full  of  nobled  riches. 

To  Selim,  and  to  Selima,  Morad  wilheth  increa- 
sing profperity  and  happinefs.  He  not  only  wifietb, 
but  even  ventureth  to  aflume  the  voice  of  a prophet,  - 
and  to  foretel  future  honour  and  joy.  For  lately, 
as  he  was  ruminating  in  Secret,  and  lifting  up  his 
prayer  to  the  Holy  Prophet,  a deep  deep  fell  upon 
his  eye-lids,  the  vidons  of  the  night  prefented  them- 
felves  before  him,  and  the  page  of  futurity  was 
opened.  I Morad  Saw  a river  flowing  at  my  feet. 
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on  the  green  banks  of  which  I walked  with  peculiar 
delight.  I drank  of  the  waters  of  the  river,  and 
they  were  pleafant  to  my  tafle,  and  refrefhing  to  my 
foul.  I faid  to  myfelf,  <e  Thefe  waters  are  fweet  to 
“ my  tafte,  and  this  profpett  is  amiable  to  my  eye. 
“ Flow  on,  clear  llreams,  and  enrich  the  country 
“ through  which  you  pafs  to  the  utmoft  boundaries 
“ of  time.”  Calling  my  eye  forwards,  I faw  this 
river  branching  out  into  feveral  dreams.  Of  thefe 
I counted  eight  didinctly.  Two  fmaller  rivulets,  after 
running  a while  in  a gentle  current,  appeared  to  end 
their  courfe,  and  to  return  to  their  parent  waters. 
I traced  thefe  feveral  llreams,  and  found  them  all  to 
preferve  the  nature  and  beauty  of  the  river  from 
whence  they  proceeded.  Few  waters  have  appeared 
to  my  eye  fo  plealant.  Their  banks  were  verdant, 
and  covered  with  a multitude  of  trees,  bearing  blof- 
foms,  which  feemed  to  promife  the  moll  delicious 
fruit.  Rifing  to  a little  fummit,  methought  I faw 
thefe  eight  llreams  again  branching  out  into  others, 
and  then  again  into  others,  like  the  ramifications  of 
a tree,  till  at  length  my  vifion  could  extend  no  fur- 
ther, but  was  loll  in  obfeurity. 

Whilfl  I was  meditating  on  this  feene,  the  angel 
of  paradife  Hood  before  me.  66  Morad,”  faid  he  to 
me,  “ the  Prophet  has  thus  figni  'ed  to  thee  the  events 
“ of  futurity.  The  llreams  of  time  dial]  all  meet  in 
the  ocean  or  eternity.  There  the  parent  river,  with 
<c  lts  branching  waters,  lliall  ow  together  int j one 
<c  aggregate  of  waters,  and  be  united  for  ever.” 
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When  the  angel  had  uttered  thefe  words,  he  fpread 
his  wings  for  flight,  the  ruffling  of  which  awoke  me 
from  my  flumbers — and  behold  it  was  a dream! 

FAMILY  LOVE  AND  HARMONY. 

I Will  amufe  you  with  a little  experiment,  faid 
Sophron,  one  evening,  to  Lucy,  Emilia,  Alexis,  and 
Jacobus  j and  rifing  from  the  table,  he  took  the 
candles,  and  held  them  about  half  an  inch  afunder, 
oppolite  to  a medallion  of  Dr.  Franklin,*  and  about 
two  yards  diftant  from  it.  The  motto  round  the 
figure,  UNHURT  AMIDST  THE  WAR  OF  ELEMENTS, 
was  juft  diftinctly  vifible.  When  the  degree  of  light 
had  been  fufficiently  obferved,  he  united  the  flames  of 
the  two  candles,  by  putting  them  clofe  together  j and 
the  whole  figure,  with  the  infcription,  became  in- 
ftantly  illuminated,  in  a much  ftronger  manner  than 
before.  They  were  all  pleafed  and  ftruck  with  the 
effe<ft;  and  they  defired  Euphronius,  who  now  en- 
tered the  parlour,  to  explain  to  them  the  caufe  of  it. 
He  commended  their  entertainment,  and  informed 
them,  that  a greater  degree  of  heat  is  produced  by 
the  junction  of  the  two  flames,  and  confequently  a 
farther  attenuation,  and  more  copious  emiflion  of  the 
particles,  of  which  light  confifts.  But,  my  dear 
children,  continued  he,  attend  to  the  Ieflon  of  virtue , 

/ m 

* Made  by  the  author’s  very  ingenious  friends  MeflrsTWedgwood 
and  Bentley,  whofe  improvements  in  the  line  arts  do  honour  to 
this  age  and  nation. 
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as  well  as  of fcience , which  the  experiment  you  have 
feen  affords.  Nature  has  implanted  in  your  hearts 
benevolence,  friendffiip,  gratitude,  humanity,  and 
generofity ; and  thefe  focial  affections  are,  feparateJy, 
Alining  lights  in  the  world.  But  they  bum  with  pe- 
culiar warmth  and  luffre,  when  more  concentred  in 
the  kindred  charities  of  brother,  After,  child,  and 
parent.  And  harmony,  peace,  fympathy  in  joy  and 
grief,  mutual  good  offices,  forgivenefs,  and  forbear- 
ance, are  the  bright  emanations  of  domeftic  love. 
Oh ! may  the  radiance  of  fuch  virtues  long  illuminate 
this  happy  houfehold ! 


- ' 
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FATHER’S  INSTRUCTIONS. 


PART  THE  SECOND. 


QU 01}  MUNUS  REIPUBLIC.C  AFFERRE  MAJUS  MELIUSVE  POSSU- 
MUS,  QUAM  SI  DOCEMUS  ATQUE  ERUDI MU  S JU  VEN  TUTEM  ? 


dCERO 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  Infractions  of  a Father  to  his  Children 
have  been  received  with  candour  and  indulgence  by  the 
Public;  and  the  Author  fubmits , without  reluctance, 
the  Continuation  of  his  Work  to  the  fame  impartial 
tribunal . Paternal  affection firjl  fuggejled  the  plan; 
experience  hath  evinced  its  utility;  and  both  confpire 
to  encourage  the  profecution  of  it. 

This  volume , like  the  former , is  adapted  to  very 
different  ages  and  occafions.  The  moral  Talcs  and 
Reflections  it  contains , are  addreffed  to  the  hearts  and 
understandings  of  a numerous  young  family ; for  whofe 
future  as  well  as  prefent  improvement  they  have  been 
compofcd. 
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TO 


T.  B.  P.—  A.  P.— F.  P.-.J.  P — G.  B.  P. 


&c. 


MY  DEAR  CHILDREN, 

rJ^HROUGH  the  indulgence  of  a kind  Provi- 
dence, I am  again  permitted  to  dedicate  the 
effufions  of  a tender  heart  to  your  improvement; 
and  I am  perfuaded  that  you  will  receive  them  with 
pleafure  and  refpeft,  as  the  counfels  of  a faithful 
friend,  and  affe&ionate  father.  Harfli  reproof  and 
ftern  authority  you  have  never  experienced.  Love 

r * 

has  been  the  motive,  and  reafon,  fince  you  were 
capable  of  being  governed  by  it,  the  rule,  of  your 
obedience:  and  each  revolving  year  has  added  to 
your  virtues  and  to  my  felicity.  Soon,  however,  the 
connection  in  which  we  now  rejoice  will  be  diffolved. 
The  frequent  interruptions  of  my  health,  and  the 
natural  delicacy  of  my  conllitution,  warn  me  of  the 
precarious  tenure  on  which  I hold  the  dearefl  blef- 
fings  of  life;  and  heighten  my  attachment  to  you, 
and  to  my  friends,  whilft  they  render  me  indifferent 
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to  almoft  every  other  enjoyment.  It  is  our  wifdom, 
therefore,  and  I truft  it  is  our  mutual  with,  to  im- 
prove the  fleeting  period  of  our  union ; to  cherifh 
the  generous  fympathies  which  the  filial  and  paternal 
relations  mlpiiej  and  to  dilcharge  our  reciprocal 
duties  with  ailiduity,  delight,  and  perfeverance. 

In  thefe  pages  I fliall  continue  to  addrefs  you  with 
5 father’s  .fond  folicitude,  when  my  tongue  hath  loft 
its  utterance,  and  my  heart  hath  ceafed  to  feel.  Nor 
will  you  be  deaf  to  my  inftruCtions,  though  the  voice 
be  heard  no  more  which  once  delivered  them.  With 
pious  tendernefs  you  will  recolIeCt  the  love  from  which 
they  flowed,  and  gratitude  will  cQnfer  on  them  a value 
far  beyond  their  humble  claim  of  merit. 

Such  are  the  pleafing  expectations  I have  formed, 
and  which  your  amiable  difpofitions  and  affectionate 
behaviour  fully  juflify.  Oh,  may  no  clouds  arile  to 
obfcure  the  brightnefs  of  the  profpeCt  now  before 
me!  May  wifdom  and  virtue  more  and  more  illu- 
minate your  path!  And,  at  the  clofe  of  life,  may  it 
be  my  honour  and  febcity  to  have;  fupported  the 
endearing  character  of  your  guardian,  friend,  and 
father!  Adieu, 


Manchester  January  l,  1777. 
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FATHER’S  instructions. 


PART  II. 


THE  TRUE  ENJOYMENTS  OF  LIFE. 


MAT  he  furvive  his  relatives  and  friends ! was  the 
imprecation  of  a Roman,  on  the  perfon  who  fliould 
deftroy  the  monument  of  his  anceftors.*  A more 
dreadful  curfe  could  fcarcely  be  denounced.  I re- 
member to  have  feen  it  fomewhere  recorded,  that  an 

i 

emperor  of  China,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
commanded  a general  releafe  from  the  prifons  of  all 
that  were  confined  for  debt.  Amongft  the  number 


was  an  old  man,  who  had  been  an  early  victim  to 
adverfity;  and  whofe  days  of  imprifonment,  reckoned 
by  the  notches  which  he  had  cut  on  the  door  of  his 
gloomy  cell,  exprefled  the  annual  revolution  of  more 
than  fifty  funs.  With  faltering  Reps,  he  departed 
from  his  manfon  of  forrow ; his  eyes  were  dazzled 
with  the  fplendour  of  light  and  the  face  of  nature 


* Quisquis  Hoc  Sustulerit, 

“ AUT  JuSSERIT, 

“Ultimus  Suorum  Moriatur.” 

Fleetwood  Infcript.  Antiq.  p.  221. 


* 
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preferred  to  his  view  a perfect  paradife.  The  jaii  in 
which  he  had  been  imprifoned  was  at  fome  didance 
from  Pekin;  and  he  directed  his  courfe  to  that  city, 
jm  .lent  to  enjoy  the  gratulations  of  his  wife,  his 
children,  and  his  friends. 

With  difficulty  he  found  his  way  to  the  ftreet  in 
which  formerly  .flood  his  decent  habitation;  and  his 
heart  became  more  and  more  elated  at  every  hep 
which  he  advanced.  He  proceeded,  and  looked  with 
earneftnefs  around;  but  law  few  of  thofe  objects 
with  which  he  was  formerly  converfant.  A ma°;ni- 
hcent  edifice  was  erected  on  the  fite  of  the  houfe 
which  he  had  inhabited.  The  dwellings  of  his 
neighbours  had  affiumed  new  forms;  and  he  beheld 
not  a fingle  face  of  which  he  had  the  leaf!  recollection. 
An  aged  pauper,  who  flood  with  trembling  knees  at 
the  gate  of  a portico,  from  which  he  had  been  thruft 
by  the  infolent  menial  who  guarded  it,  (truck  his 
attention.  He  flopped  to  give  him  a pittance  out  of 
the  bounty  with  which  he  had  been  fupplied  by  the 
emperor’s  liberality;  and  received  in  return  the  fad 
tidings,  that  his  wife  had  fallen  a lingering  facrifice 
to  penury  and  forrow ; that  his  children  were  gone 
to  feek  their  fortunes  in  unknown  climes ; and  that 
the  grave  contained  his  neared  and  mod  valuable 
friends.  Overwhelmed  with  anguifh,  he  hadened  to 
the  palace  of  his  fovereign,  into  whofe  prefence  his 
hoary  locks  and  mournful  vifage  foon  obtained  ad- 
miffion ; and  cading  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the  em. 
peror,  “ Great  prince,”  he  cried,  “ remand  me  to 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


95 


ci  the  prifon  from  which  miftaken  mercy  hatli 

cc  delivered  me!  I have  furvived  my  family  and 

* 

ee  friends ; and  in  the  midft  of  this  populous  city,  I 
6C  find  myfelf  in  dreary  folitude.  The  cell  of  my 
C(  dungeon  protected  me  from  the  gazers  at  my 
<c  wretchednefs ; and  whilft  fecluded  from  fociety,  I 
“ was  lefs  fenfible  of  the  lofs  of  focial  enjoyments. 
“ I am  now  tortured  with  the  view  of  pleafures,  in 
cc  which  I cannot  participate ; and  die  with  third:, 
Ci  though  ftreams  of  delight  furround  me.” 

If  the  horrors  of  a dungeon,  my  Alexis,  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  world  at  large,  by  the  man  who  is 
bereft  of  his  kindred  and  friends;  how  highly  fhould 
you  prize,  how  tenderly  fhould  you  love,  and  how 
fhidious  fhould  you  be  to  pleafe  thofe  near  and  dear 
relations,  whom  a more  indulgent  Providence  has  yet 
preferved  to  you!  Liften  to  the  alfe&ionate  counfels 
of  your  parents;  treafure  up  their  precepts;  refpeft 
their  riper  judgment ; and  enjoy,  with  gratitude  and 
delight,  the  advantages  refulting  from  their  fociety. 
Bind  to  your  bofom,  by  the  molt  endearing  ties, 
your  brothers  and  fillers ; cherifh  them  as  your  bell 
companions  through  the  variegated  journey  of  life; 
and  fufFer  no  jealoufies  or  feuds  to  interrupt  the 
harmony  which  now  reigns,  and  I trull,  will  ever 
reign  in  this  happy  family.  Cultivate  the  friendfhip 
of  your  father’s  friends;  merit  the  approbation  ol 
the  wife  and  good ; qualify  yourfelf,  by  the  acqui- 
fition  of  knowledge,  and  the  exercife  of  the  benevo- 
lent affections,  for  the  intercourfe  of  mankind;  and 
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you  will  at  once  be  an  ornament  to  fociety,  and  derive 
from  it  the  higheft  felicity. 


A WINTER  EVENING’S  CONVERSATION. 

The  family  of  Euphronius  had  left  their  retire- 
ment  at  Hart-Hill,  where 

“ Dead  the  vegetable  kingdom  lav, 

“ And  dumb  the  tuneful.”* 

His  fire-fide,  at  Manchefter,  was  furrounded  by  a 
young  and  fmiling  circle;  and  the  various  labours 
and  incidents  of  the  day  furnifhed  topics  of  amufing 
converfation  for  the  evening.  Each,  in  fuccellion, 
was  the  little  hero  of  his  own  important  tale;  and 
Sophron  clofed  the  entertainment,  by  repeating  the 
Geographical  Leffon  which  he  had  learned,  and  re- 
counting his  travels  over  the  terraqueous  globe. 

All  liflened  with  eager  attention  to  the  wondrous 
narration.  He  told  them  of  the  orange  groves  and 
fpicy  woods  of  Weftern  and  Eaftern  India;  defcribed 
the  gold  and  fiiver  mines  of  Peru;  the  rich  diamonds 
of  Brazil,  and  of  Bengal;  and  the  ivory  tufks  of  the 
elephant,  found  in  the  forefls  of  Africa.  In  artlefs 
colours,  he  painted  the  dreary  regions  and  eternal 
fnows  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  Poles;  and 
when  a general  chill  had  feized  his  fympathetic 
audience,  he  prefented  to  their  aftonifhed  view  the 
clouds  of  fmoke,  and  torrents  of  liquid  fire  difcharged 


* TJiomfor* 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


97 


by  Hecla,  VefuvSus,  and  iEtna.  The  imprefflons  of 
horror  were  for  a while  fufpended,  when  he  difplayed 
the  vaft  expanfe  of  the  ocean,  unruffled  by  a breath 
of  wind,  reflecting  every  where  the  azure  fky,  and 
crowded  with  myriads  of  fportive  Allies.  But  a ftorm 
fucceeds;  the  fwelling  billows  mount  into  the  hea- 
vens; the  (battered  bark  is  borne  aloft  on  thefummit 
of  a wave,  and  then  hurled  into  the  gulph  below, 
where  flie  is  dallied  againft  a treacherous  rock,  or 
fwallowed  by  the  horrible  abyfs. 

Sopron  proceeded  to  the  hiftory  of  animated 
nature.  He  pictured  the  Lion  which  inhabits  the 
burning  deferts  of  Zaara;  pointed  out  the  juft  pro- 
portions of  hiis  make,  in  which  ftrength  is  united 

. 

with  agility;  his  undaunted  look;  and  tremendous 
roar,  refembling  diilant  thunder.  The  peaceable 
Rhinoceros,  that  provokes  not  to  combat,  yet  difdains 
to  fly,  even  from  the  monarch  of  the  foreft;  the 
fierce  Tiger,  the  favage  and  untameable  Hyena,  and 
the  artful  Crocodile,  were  each  defcribed.  Nor  did 
he  forget  the  Camel,  patient  of  hunger  and  third:; 
the  monftrous  Hippopotamos,  found  in  the  rivers 
Nile  and  Niger;  and  the  Ouran-Outang,  fo  near  in 
its  approaches  to  the  human  form.  The  fcaly  tribe 
of  fillies  he  barely  noticed;  but  dwelt  longer  on  the 
ftru&ure,  properties,  and  habitudes  of  the  feathered 
race.  He  particularly  enlarged  on  the  fongfters  of 
the  wood,  which  delight  the  eye,  and  charm  the  ear, 
by  their  varied  plumage,  and  enchanting  notes. 
Thefe  pleafing  notes,  he  faid,  like  human  language* 

^ Q-L.  I.  Cr 
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are  not  innate?  but  depend  on  the  imitation  of  fficft 
founds  as  the  birds  moft  frequently  hear,  and  which 
their  organs  are  adapted  to  perform.  A young 
robin  has  been  taught  the  fong  of  the  nightingale; 
and  a linnet,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Matthews  at 
Kenfington,  almoft  articulated  the  words  pretty  boy . 
The  common  fparrow,  taken  from  the  neft  when  juft 
fledged,  and  educated  with  the  goldfinch  and  the 
linnet,  acquires  the  mufic  of  each ; and  the  powers  of 
the  mocking  bird  are  exprefled  by  its  very  name. 
Canary  birds,  which  are  fo  much  admired  in  this 
country,  are  imported  from  Tyrol,  where  the  night- 
ingale was  originally  employed  as  their  inftruttor  in 
finging.  The  traffic  in  thefe  birds  forms  an  article 
of  commerce,  as  four  Tyrolefe  generally  bring  over 
to  England  lixteen  hundred  every  year;  and  though 
they  carry  them  one  thoufand  miles  by  land,  and  pay 
a duty  of  twenty  pounds  for  this  number,  yet  they 
reap  a fufficient  profit  from  the  fale  of  them.f 

Here  Sophron  concluded  the  hiftory  of  his  travels, 
of  which  this  is  only  a brief  relation.  Alexis,  Lucy, 
Emilia,  and  Jacobus,  continued  in  mute  attention, 
expecting  farther  wonders;  and  the  looks  of  Euphro- 
nius  exprefled  the  fatisfa&ion  which  he  felt.  You 
have  given  us,  faid  he  to  Sophron,  a lively  and  juft 
defcription  of  the  globe,  its  produ&ions,  and  brute 
inhabitants ; but  man,  who,  by  the  fuperiority  of  his 

* Philofbphical  Tranf.  vol.  lxiii.  p.  249. 
t Philofoph.  Traill',  vol.  lxiii.  p.  261. 
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mental  powers,  is  the  lord  of  the  creation;  and  whofe 
nature  and  character  form  the  moil  interefting  and 
important  obje&s  of  enquiry;  has  been  overlooked  in 
your  furvey.  Climate,  foil,  laws,  cuftoms,  food, 
and  other  accidental  differences,  have  produced  an 
aftonilhing  variety  in  the  complexion,  features,  man- 
ners, and  faculties  of  the  human  fpecies.  The  mod 
refined  and  polilhed  nations  may  be  diftinguifhed 
from  each  other ; and  a river  is  fometimes  the  only 
boundary  between  two  favage  tribes,  who  are  as 
diflimilar  in  the  tin&ure  of  their  fikin,  as  in  the  dis* 
pofition  of  their  minds.  But  all  mankind  have  one 
common  dru&ure;  all  are  formed  with  the  powers  of 
reafon,  with  the  moral  affe&ions,  and  with  a capa- 
city for  happinefs.  The  varieties  amongfl  the  human 
race,  enumerated  by  Linnaeus  and  Buffbn,  are  fix. 
The  firft  is  found  under  the  polar  regions,  and  com- 
prehends the  Laplanders,  the  Efquimaux  Indians, 
the  Samoeid  Tartars,  the  inhabitants  of  Nova 
Zembla,  the  Borandians,  the  Greenlanders,  and  the 
people  of  Kamtfchatka.  The  vifage  of  men  in  thele 
countries  is  large  and  broad;  the  nofe  flat  and  fhort; 
the  eyes  of  a yellowifli  brown,  inclining  to  blacknefs; 
the  cheek  bones  extremely  high;  the  mouth  large; 
the  lips  thick,  and  turned  outwards;  the  voice  thin 
and  fqueaking;  and  the  fkin  of  a dark  grey  colour.* 
The  people  are  fliort  in  ftature,  the  generality  being 
about  four  feet  high,  aud  the  tailed  not  more  than 

* Krantz.  Goldfmith’s  Hiftory  of  the  Earth, 

G 2 


100 


A father’s 


five.  Ignorance,  ftupidity,  and  fuperftition  are  the 

mental  chara&eriftics  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 

« 

rigorous  climates.  For  here 

Doze  the  grofs  race.  Nor  fprightly  jeft  nor  fong, 

“ Nor  tendcrnefs,  they  know;  nor  aught  of  life, 

“ Beyond  the  kindred  bears  that  ftalk  without. ”f 

The  Tartar  race,  under  which  may  be  compre- 
hended the  Chinefe  and  the  Japaneie,  form  the  fecond 
great  variety  in  the  human  fpecies.  Their  counte- 
nances are  broad  and  wrinkled,  even  in  youth ; their 
nofes  fhort  and  flat;  their  eyes  little,  funk  in  the 
fockets,  and  feveral  inches  afunder ; their  cheek 
bones  are  high;  their  teeth  of  a large  flze,  and  fepa- 
rate  from  each  other ; their  complexions  olive- 
coloured;  and  their  hair  black.  Thefe  nations,  in 
general,  have  no  religion,  no  fettled  notions  of 
morality,  and  no  decency  of  behaviour.  They  are 
chiefly  robbers;  their  wealth  confllts  in  horfes ; and 
their  ikill  in  the  management  of  them. 

The  third  variety  of  mankind  is  that  of  the  fouth- 
ern  Afiatics,  or  the  inhabitants  of  India.  Thefe  are 
of  a flender  fhape,  have  long  flrait  black  hair,  and 
generally  Roman  nofes.  Their  complexions  are  of 
an  olive  colour,  and  in  fome  parts  quite  black.  Thefe 
people  are  flothful,  luxurious,  fubmiflive,  cowardly, 
and  effeminate.* 

“ T he  parent  fun  himfelf 

“ Seems  o’er  this  world  of  Haves  to  tyrranize; 

t Thomfon’s  Seafor.s. 

* See  Goldlhiith’s  liUtoiy  oi  the  Earth. 
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tc  And,  with  oppreflive  ray,  the  rofeate  bloom 
“ Of  beauty  blafting,  gives  the  gloomy  hue. 

And  feature  grofs : or  worfe,  to  ruthlefs  deeds, 

“ Mad  jealoufy,  blind  rage,  and  fell  revenge, 

“ Their  fervid  fpirit  fires.  Love  dwells  not  there, 

“ The  foft  regards,  the  tendernefs  of  life, 

(c  The  heart-fhed  tear,  th’  ineffable  delight 
“ Of  fweet  humanity:  thefe  court  the  beam 
<e  Of  milder  climes ; in  felfifh  fierce  defire, 

“ And  the  wild  fury  of  voluptuous  fen fe, 

“ There  loft.  The  very  brute  creation  there 
“ This  rage  partakes,  and  burns  with  horrid  fire.”* 

The  Negroes  of  Africa  conftitute  the  fourth 
fhriking  variety  in  the  human  fpecies;  but  they  differ 
widely  from  each  other:  thofe  of  Guinea,  for  in- 
ftance,  are  extremely  ugly,  and  have  an  infupportably 
offenfive  fcent;  whilfl  thofe  of  Mofambique  are 
reckoned  beautiful,  and  are  untainted  with  any  dis- 
agreeable fmell.  The  Negroes  are  in  general  of  a 
black  colour;  and  the  downy  foftnefs  of  the  hair 
which  grows  upon  the  fkin,  gives  a fmoothnefs  to  it, 
refembling  that  of  velvet.  The  hair  of  their  heads 
is  woolly,  fhort,  and  black;  but  their  beards  often 
turn  grey,  and  fometimes  white.  Their  nofes  are 
flat  and  fliort,  their  lips  thick  and  tumid,  and  their 
teeth  of  an  ivory  whitenefs.f 

The  intellectual  and  moral  powers  of  thefe 
wretched  people  are  uncultivated;  and  they  are  fub- 
jeCt  to  the  molt  barbarous  defpotifm.  The  favage 
tyrants  who  rule  over  them,  make  war  upon  each 

■ Thomfon’s  Summer, 
t See  Goldfmith's  Hiftory  of  the  Earth* 
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other  for  human  plunder ; and  the  wretched  vi&ims, 
bartered  for  fpirtuous  liquors,  or  the  wares  of  Bir- 
mingham and  Mancheder,  are  torn  from  their  fami- 
lies, their  friends,  and  their  native  land;  and  configned 
for  life  to  mifery,  toil,  and  bondage.*  But  how  am 
I (hocked  to  inform  you,  that  this  infernal  commerce 
is  carried  on  by  the  humane,  the  polilhed,  the 
Chridian  inhabitants  of  Europe;  nay  even  by  Englifh* 
men,  whofe  ancedors  have  bled  iq  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
and  whofe  breads  dill  glow  with  the  fame  generous 
flame!  I cannot  give  you  a more  flrikmg  proof  of 
the  ideas  of  horror,  which  the  cap  ive  negroes  enrer- 
tain  of  the  date  and  ferv;tude  they  are  to  undergo, 
than  by  relating  the  following  incident  from  Dr, 
Goldfm  th.  “ A Guinea  captain  was  by  Arefs  of 
44  weather  driven  into  a certain  harbour,  with  a 
4C  lading  of  (ickly  flaves,  who  took  every  appor- 
(c  tunity  to  throw  themfelves  overboard,  when 
44  brought  upon  deck  for  the  benefit  of  fredi  air. 
44  The  captain  perceiv  ng,  amongft  others,  a female 
46  (lave  attempting  to  drown  herielf,  p tci  ied  upon  her 
44  as  a proper  example  for  the  red.  As  he  fuppofed 
44  that  they  did  not  know  the  terrors  attending  death, 
44  he  ordered  the  woman  to  be  t ed  with  a rope  under 
44  the  arm-pits,  and  let  down  into  the  water.  When 

* It  appears  from  the  molt  accurate  calculation,  fays  Abb£ 
Raynal,  that  afe.venth  part  of  the  Blacks,  imported  from  the  coafl 
of  Guinea,  die  every  year.  Fourteen  hundred  thouiand  unhappy 
beings,  who  are  now  in  the  European  colonies,  in  the  New  World, 
are  the  unfortunate  remains  of  nine  millions  of  flaves,  who  have 
been  conveyed  timber. 
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<£  the  poor  creature  was  thus  plunged  in,  and  about 
“ half  way  down,  file  was  heard  to  give  a terrible 
fliriek,  which  at  firft  was  afcribed  to  her  fears  of 
<£  drowning;  but  foon  after  the  water  appeared  red 
££  around  her,  die  was  drawn  up,  and  it  was  found 
“ that  a (hark,  which  had  followed  the  fhip,  had 
“ bitten  her  off  from  the  middle.”* 

The  native  inhabitants  of  America  make  a fifth 
race  of  men.  They  are  of  a copper  colour,  have 
black,  thick,  flrait  hair,  flat  nofes,  high  cheek-bones, 
and  fmall  eyes.  They  paint  the  body  and  face  of 
various  colours,  and  eradicate  the  hair  of  their  beards 
and  of  other  parts,  as  a deformity.  Their  limbs  are 
not  fo  large  and  robuft  as  thofe  of  the  Europeans. 
They  endure  hunger,  third,  and  pain  with  adonifh- 
ing  firmnels  and  patience;  and  though  cruel  to  their 
enemies,  they  are  kind  and  juft  to  each  other. 

The  Europeans  may  be  conddered  as  the  lad 

variety  of  the  human  kind.  But  it  is  unnecefTary  to 

* 

enumerate  the  perfonal  marks  which  didinguidi  them, 
as  every  day  affords  you  opportunities  of  making  fuch 
obfervations.  1 fliall  only  fugged  to  you,  that  they 
enjoy  fmgular  advantages  from  the  fairnefs  of  their 


* The  pra&ice  of  domeftic  flavery  prevailed  in  the  moft  po- 
liced ages  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  had  a very  pernicious 
influence  on  the  manners  of  thofe  nations.  It  is  related,  that 
VediusPollio,  in  the  prefence  of  Auguflus,  ordered  one  of  his  flaves, 
who  had  committed  a flight  offence,  to  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  thrown 
into  the  fifh-pond,  to  feed  his  fiflies.  But  the  emperor,  with  indig- 
nation, commanded  him  inftantly  to  emancipate  that  flave,  and  all 
the  others  who  belonged  to  hiiQ. 
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complexions.  The  face  of  the  African  Black,  or  of 
the  olive-coloured  Afiatic,  is  a very  imperfect  index 
of  the  mind,  and  preferves  the  fame  fettled  fliade  in 
joy  and  forrow,  confidence  and  Ihame,  anger  and 
defpair,  ficknefs  and  health.  The  Englilh  are  faid 
to  be  the  faireft  of  the  Europeans;  and  we  may 
therefore  prefume  that  their  countenances  bell  ex- 
prefs  the  variations  of  the  paffions,  and  the  viciffi- 
tudes  of  difeafe.  But  the  intellectual  and  moral 
characterises  of  the  different  nations  which  compote 
this  quaiter  of  the  globe,  are  of  more  importance  to 
be  known.  ^Ihefe,  however,  become  gradually  lefs 
difcernible,  as  fafhion,  learning,  and  commerce  pre- 
vail more  univerfallyj  and  I lhall  leave  them,  as  • 
objects  of  your  future  enqu'ry. 

Thus  palled  a winter  evening  by  the  fire-fide  of 

Euphronius,  whofe  pleafing,  though  anxious  talk 
it  was, 

“ To  rear  the  tender  thought; 

To  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  fnoot; 

“ To  pour  the  frefh  inftru&ion  o’er  the  mind; 

“ To  breathe  th’  erdiv’ning  Tpirit;  and  to  fix 
“ The  generous  purpofein  the  glowing  breafl.’5* 


, i / . t ■ - » 

SISTERLY  UNITY  AND  LOVE. 

Observe  thofe  two  hounds,  that  are  coupled 
together,  faid  Euphronius  to  Lucy  and  Emilia,  who 
were  looking  through  the  window.  How  they  tor- 
ment each  other  by  a difagreement  in  their  purfuits! 
One  is  for  moving  llowly,  and  the  other  vainly  urges 

* Thomfon’s  Seafons. 
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onward.  The  larger  dog  now  fees  fome  object  that 
tempts  him  on  this  fide,  and  mark  how  he  drags  his 
companion  along,  who  is  exerting  all  his  efforts  to 
purfue  a different  route!  Thus  they  will  continue  all 
day  at  variance,  pulling  each  other  in  oppofite  direc- 
tions, when  they  might,  by  kind  and  mutual  com- 
pliances, pafs  on  eafily,  merrily,  and  happily.* 

Lucy  and  Emilia  concurred  in  cenfuring  the  folly 
and  ill  nature  of  thefe  dogs ; and  Euphronius  ex- 
piefled  a tender  wifh  that  he  might  never  lee  any 
thing  fimilar  in  their  behaviour  to  each  other.  Na- 
ture has  linked  you  together  by  the  near  equality  of 
age,  by  your  common  relation  to  the  mod  indulgent 
parents,  by  the  endearing  ties  of  lifferhood,  and  by 
all  thofe  generous  fympathies  which  have  been  fos- 
tered m your  bofoms  from  your  earlieff  infancy.  Let 
thefe  fil ken  cords  of  mutual  love  continue  to  unite 
you  in  the  fame  purfuits.  Suffer  no  allurements  to 
draw  you  different  ways,  no  contradictory  paffions  to 
diftraft  your  friendfhip,  nor  any  felfifli  views  or  fordid 
jealoufies  to  render  thofe  bonds  uneafy  and  opprellive 
which  are  now  your  ornament,  your  ffrength,  and 
Ligheff  happinefs. 

AN  APPEARANCE  IN  NATURE  EXPLAINED, 

AND  IMPROVED. 

One  morning,  in  the  month  of  September,  as 
Alexis  was  riding  with  Euphronius  from  Hart-Hill 

* lam  indebted  to  Mr.  Dodfley  for  the  fubjetf,  but  not  for  the 
nai  ration  or  moral  application  of  this  fable. 
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to  Manchefter,  he  noticed  with  furprife  the  fuddeB 
dil'perfion  of  a thick  fog,  which  had  obfcured  every 
objeft  around  him.  The  lun  now  (hone  in  full  fplen- 
dour;  and  the  veil  being  withdrawn  from  the  face 
of  nature,  the  hills  and  dales,  the  meadows,  corn- 
fields, and  woodlands  feemed  to  meet  the  eye  with 
renewed  beauty  and  luftre.  As  foon  as  they  were 
arrived  in  town,  Euphronius  took  a glafs  of  clear 
ibring  water,  and  threw  into  it  a tea-fpoonful  of  fait. 
An  opacity  almoft  inflantly  enfued  through  the  whole 
of  it;  but  when  the  glafs  was  placed  near  the  fire, 
and  gently  agitated,  the  liquor  quickly  recovered  its 
tranfparency.  This  experiment,  faid  Euphronius  to 
his  fon,  explains  to  you  the  phenomenon  you  lately 
obferved.  The  watery  vapours  floating  in  the  at- 
mofphere,  which  formed  the  thick  miff  we  found  fo 
incommodious  to  us,  were  difTolved  by  the  air,  as 
foon  as  the  fun  had  given  fufficient  warmth  and 
motion  to  its  particles : and  in  the  evening  the  fog 
will  again  return,  and  the  dews  defcend,  from  the 
abfence  of  that  genial  influence  which  now  diflolves 
and  renders  them  invifible.  This  glafs  of  fait  and 
water,  which  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  fire,  as  it 
becomes  colder  lofes  in  the  fame  manner  its  tranfpa-. 
rency.  Does  your  amiable  heart,  my  dear  Alexis, 
fuggeft  to  you  any  other  analogy?  There  are  mills 
of  the  mind,  as  well  as  of  the  atmofphere;  and  the 
fun  of  reafon,  like  the  great  luminary  of  our  fyftem, 
has  the  happy  power  of  producing  their  difperfion. 
Religion  too  offers  her  cheering  Ughty  when  the  foul 
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is  clouded  with  adverfity,  and  overfpread  with  gloom. 
A well-grounded  conviction  that  all  events  are  under 
the  direction  of  Providence,  and  a firm  reliance  on 
the  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  of  the  Dsity,  will 
difpel  every  anxious  thought,  illuminate  and  extend 
into  futurity  our  profpeCts;  and  by  contrafting  bright- 
nefs  with  (hade,  will  beautify  the  checkered  land- 
ficape  of  life. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  JOSEPH  ABRIDGED. 

Israel  loved  Jofeph  more  than  all  his  children, 
becaufe  he  was  the  fon  of  his  old  age;  and  he  gave 
him  a coat  of  many  colours.  But  when  his  brethren 
faw  their  father’s  partiality  to  him,  they  hated  him, 
and  would  not  fpeak  peaceably  unto  him.  And 
Jofeph  dreamed  a dream,  and  he  told  it  to  his  bre- 
thren. Behold,  he  faid,  we  were  binding  {heaves  in 
the  field;  and  lo!  my  lheaf  arofe  and  flood  upright; 
and  your  (heaves  flood  round  about,  and  made  obei- 
fance  to  my  fheaf.  And  his  brethren  faid  unto  him, 
Shalt  thou  indeed  have  dominion  over  us?  And 
they  hated  him  the  more  for  his  dreams,  and  for 
his  words. 

It  happened  that  his  brethren  went  to  feed  their 
father’s  flock  in  Dothan.  And  Jofeph  went  after 
his  brethren;  but  when  they  law  him  afar  oil,  they 
confpired  againft  him  to  flay  him;  and  they  faid  one 
to  another.  We  will  tell  our  father  that  fome  evil 
bead  hath  devoured  him.  But  Reuben  wiflied  to 
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deliver  him  out  of  their  hands;  and  he  faid,  Let  us 
not  kill  him,  but  call;  him  into  this  pit  that  is  in  the 
wildernefs:  and  they  followed  his  counfel,  and  cad 
him  into  the  pit,  which  then  contained  no  water.  A 
company  of  Ilhmaelites  from  Gilead  palled  by  at  this 
time  with  their  camels,  bearing  fpicery,  balm,  and 
myrrh,  which  they  were  carrying  into  Egypt.  And 
Judah  faid  unto  his  brethren,  Let  us  fell  Jofeph  to 
the  Ilhmaelites,  and  let  not  our  hands  be  upon  him, 
for  he  is  our  brother  and  our  felh:  and  Jofeph  was 
fold  for  twenty  pieces  of  fiver.  And  his  brethren 
killed  a kid,  and  dipt  his  coat  in  the  blood  thereof; 
and  they  brought  it  unto  their  father,  and  faid,  this 
have  we  found.  And  Jacob  knew  it;  and  believing 
that  Jofeph  was  devoured  by  an  evil  beaft,  he  rent 
his  clothes,  and  put  fackcloth  on  his  loins,  and  refufed 
all  comfort,  faying,  I will  go  down  into  the  grave  to 
my  foil  mourning.  Thus  wept  his  father  for  him. 
But  Jofeph  was  carried  into  Egypt,  and  fold  to  Po- 
tiphar,  the  captain  of  Pharaoh’s  guard.  And  the 
Lord  was  with  him,  and  profpered  him;  and  he 
found  favour  in  the  fight  of  his  mailer.  But  by  the 
wickednefs  of  Potiphar’s  wife,  he  was  call  into  the 
prifon,  where  the  king’s  prifoners  were  bound.  Here 
alfo  the  Lord  continued  to  fiiew  him  mercy,  and 
gave  him  favour  in  the  fight  of  the  keeper  of  the 
prifon.  And  all  the  prifoners  were  committed  to  his 
care;  amongft  whom  were  two  of  Pharaoh’s  officers, 
the  chief  of  the  butlers,  and  the  chief  of  the  bakers. 
And  Jofeph  interpreted  the  dreams  of  the  king’s  fer- 
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vanfs;  and  his  interpretation  being  true,  the  chief 
butler  recommended  him  to  Pharaoh,  who  had  dreamed 
a dream,  which  Jofeph  thus  (hewed  unto  him.  Be- 
hold there  fliall  come  feven  years  of  great  plenty 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt:  and  there  fliall 
arife  after  them  feven  years  o:  famine,  and  all  the 
plenty  fliall  he  forgotten  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
the  famine  fliall  confume  the  land. 

And  the  king  faid  unto  Jofeph,  Forafrnuch  as  God. 
hath  lhewn  thee  all  this,  thou  {halt  be  over  mine 
houfe;  and  according  to  thy  word  fliall  all  my  people 
be  ruled.  And  Jofeph  gathered  up  all  the  food  of 
the  feven  years,  and  laid  up  the  food  in  ftorehoufes. 
Then  the  feven  years  of  dearth  began  to  come,  as 
Jofeph  had  foretold.  But  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt 
there  was  bread ; and  people  from  ail  countries  came 
unto  Jofeph  to  buy  corn,  becaufe  the  famine  was 
fore  in  all  the  lands.  Now  amongft  thole  that  came 
were  the  ten  fons  of  Jacob,  from  the  land  of  Canaan. 
And  Jofeph  faw  his  brethren,  and  he  knew  them  ; 
but  made  himfelf  ftrange  unto  them,  and  fnake 
roughly  to  them,  faying,  Ye  are  foies.  And  they 
faid,  I by  fervants  are  twelve  brethren,  the  fons  of 
one  man  in  the  land  of  Canaan;  and  behold  the 
youngefl:  is  this  day  with  our  father,  and  one  is  not. 

But  Jofeph  faid  unto  them,  Ye  fliall  not  go  forth 
^ence,  except  your  youngefl  brother  come  hither. 
Let  one  of  your  brethren  be  bound  in  prifon,  and  go 
yc  to  carry  coin  for  the  famine  of  your  iioufes,  and 
Drmg  - v:  youngefl  brother  untome.  And  their 
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confciences  reproached  them,  and  they  faid  one  to 
another,  We  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our  bro- 
ther, in  that  we  faw  the  anguilh  of  his  foul,  when 
he  befought  us  and  we  would  not  hear;  therefore  is 
this  didrefs  come  upon  us.  And  they  knew  not  that 
jofeph  underhood  them,  for  he  fpake  unto  them  by 
an  interpreter:  and  he  turned  himfelf  about  from 
them,  and  wept;  and  returned  to  them  again,  and 
communed  with  them,  and  took  from  them  Simeon, 
and  bound  him  before  their  eyes.  And  they  returned 
unto  Jacob  their  father,  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and 
told  him  all  that  had  befallen  them.  And  Jacob 
their  father  faid  unto  them,  Me  have  ye  bereaved  of 
my  children : Jofeph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,  and 
ye  will  take  Benjamin  away  alfo.  But  my  fon  fhall 
not  go  down  with  you;  for  his  brother  is  dead,  and 
he  is  left  alone:  if  mifchief  befal  him  in  the  way  in 
which  ye  go,  then  fhall  ye  bring  down  my  grey  hairs 
with  forrow  to  the  grave.  But  the  famine  continued 
fore  in  the  land ; and  when  they  had  eaten  up  the 
corn  which  they  had  brought  out  of  Egypt,  Jacob 
faid  unto  them,  Go  again,  and  buy  us  food:  and  if 
it  mud  be  fo,  now  take  alfo  your  brother  Benjamin, 
and  arife  and  go  unto  the  man.  And  they  brought 
prefents  unto  Jofeph,  and  bowed  themfelves  to  him 
to  the  earth.  And  he  aiked  them  of  their  welfare, 
and  faid,  Is  your  father  well?  Is  he  alive?  And  he 
lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  faw  Benjamin  his  brother,  and 
his  bowels  did  yearn  towards  his  brother,  and  he 
fought  where  to  weep,  and  he  entered  into  his  cham- 
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ber  and  wept  there:  and  he  waflied  his  face,  and 
went  out,  and  refrained  himfelf.  Then  he  com- 
marided  the  deward  of  his  houfe,  faying.  Fill  the 
men’s  facks  with  food,  as  much  as  they  can  carry, 
and  put  my  cup,  the  filver  cup,  into  the  fack  of  Ben- 
jamin the  younged.  And  the  deward  did  according 
to  the  word  that  Jofeph  had  fpoken.  As  foon  as 
the  morning  was  light,  the  men  were  lent  away, 
they  and  their  affes.  But  Jofeph  commanded  his 
deward  to  follow  them,  and  to  fearch  their  facks, 
and  to  bring  them  back.  And  when  Judah  and  his- 
brethren  were  returned  into  the  city,  Jofeph  faid 
unto  them,  What  deed  is  this  that  ye  have  done  ? 
The  man  in  whofe  hands  the  cup  is  found  dial!  be 
my  fervant;  and  as  for  you,  get  you  in  peace  unto 
your  father.  But  they  faid.  Our  father  will  furely 
die,  if  he  feeth  that  the  lad  is  not  with  us;  and  we 
fliall  bring  down  the  grey  hairs  of  thy  fervant  our 
father  with  forrow  to  the  grave.  Then  Jofeph  could 
not  refrain  himfelf  before  all  them  that  dood  by  him, 

0 

and  he  ciied,  Caule  every  man  to  go  out  from  me; 
and  there  dood  no  man  with  him  whild  Jofeph  made 
himfelf  known  unto  his  brethren.  And  he  wept 
aloud,  and  faid  unto  .his  brethren,  I am  Jofeph; 
doth  my  father  yet  live?. And  his. brethren  could  not 
anfwei  him,  for  they  were  troubled  at  his  prefence. 
And  Jofeph  faid  unto  his  brethren,  Come  near  to 
me,  1 pray  you;  and  they  came  near:  and  he  faid, 

I am  Jofeph  your  brother,  whom  ye  fold  into  Egypt. 
Now  therefore  be  not  grieved,  nor  angry  with  your- 
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felves  that  ye  fold  me  hither,  for  God  did  fend  me 
before  you  to  fave  your  liv.es  by  a great  deliverance. 
Halle  you,  and  go  up  to  my  father,  and  fay  unto 
him,  Thus  faith  thy  fon  Jofeph,  God  hath  made  me 
lord  over  all  Egypt;  come  down  unto  me,  tarry  not. 
And  thou  lhalt  dwell  in  the  land  of  Gofhen,  and 
thou  lhalt  be  near  unto  me,  thou  and  thy  children, 
and  thy  children’s  children,  and  thy  flocks,  and  thy 
herds,  and  all  that  thou  had : and  there  will  I nou- 
rifli  thee;  for  yet  there  are  five  years  of  famine;  led 
thou  and  thy  lioufhold,  and  all  that  thou  had,  come 
to  poverty.  And  behold  your  eyes  fee,  and  the  eyes 
of  my  brother  Benjamin,  that  it  is  my  mouth  which 
fpeaketh  unto  you.  And  you  (hall  tell  my  father  of 
all  my  glory  in  Egypt,  and  all  that  you  have  feen; 
and  ye  diall  hade,  and  bring  down  my  father  hither. 

And  he  fell  upon  his  brother  Benjamin’s  neck,  and 
wept;  anJ  Benjamin  wept  upon  his  neck.  Moreover, 
he  killed  all  his  brethren,  and  wept  upon  them;  and 
after  that  his  brethren  talked  with  him.  And  the 
fame  thereof  was  heard  in  Pharaoh’s  houfe,  and  it 
pleafed  Pharaoh  well,  and  his  fervants.  And  Pharaoh 
laid  unto  jofeph,  Invite  hither  thy  father  and  his 
houdiold,  and  1 will  give  them  the  good  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  and  they  (hall  eat  the  fat  of  the  land. 
And  the  fpirit  of  Jacob  was  revived,  when  he  heard 
thefe  things;  and  he  faid,  my  fon  is  yet  alive,  I 
will  go  and  fee  him  before  1 die.  And  he  took 
his  journey,  with  all  that  he  had.  And  Jofeph  made 
ready  his  chariot,  and  went  up  to  meet  lintel  his 
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father  to  Godien;  and  prefenting  himfelf  unto  him, 
he  fell  on  his  neck,  and  wept  on  his  neck  for  fome 
time.  And  Jofeph  placed  his  father  and  his  brethren ; 
and  gave  them  a poffedion;  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in 
the  bed  of  the  land,  as  Pharaoh  had  commanded. 

This  intereding  dory  contains  a variety  of  affe&ing 
incidents,  is  related  with  the  mod  beautiful  flmpl'city, 
and  furnUhcs  many  important  ledons  of  indru&ion. 
It  difplays  the  mifchiefs  of  parental  partiality ; the 
fatal  effe&s  of  envy,  jealoufy,  and  difcord  amongd 
brethren ; the  bleffnigs  and  honours  with  which  virtue 
is  rewarded;  the  amiablenefs  of  forgiving  injuries; 
and  the  tender  joys  which  flow  from  fraternal  love 
and  filial  piety.  Different  in  other  refpe&s  as  your 
lot  may  be  from  that  of  Jofeph,  you  have  a father, 
my  dear  Alexis,  who  feels  for  you  all  the  affe&ion 
Which  Ifrael  felt,  and  who  hopes  he  has  a claim  to 
the  fame  generous  return  of  gratitude.  You  have 
brothers  and  fiders,  who  are  drangers  to  hatred,  who 
will  cherifh  and  return  your  love,  and  whofe  happinefs 
is  infeparable  from  yours:  and  you  are  under  the 
prote&ion  and  authority  of  that  eternal  Being,  the 
God  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob,  who  fees, 
approves,  and  will  exalt  the  virtuous.* 

* In  relating  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph,  an  incident,  which  reflects  the 
higheft  honour  on  his  character,  has  been  omitted;  becaufe  to  my 
younger  readers  it  admits  of  no  explanation,  and  might  wound  the 
native  modefty  of  thofe  who  are  farther  advanced  in  years.  There 
is  a delicacy  and  fenfe  of  decency  in  the  mind  of  an  ingenuous 
youth;  which  Hiields  him  more  powerfully  from  fedu&ion  than  the 
belt  lelfons  of  morality,  or  the  brighteft  examples  of  fclf-govera- 
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GOOD-NATURED  CREDULITY. 

j 

A Chaldean  peafant  was  conducing  a goat  to  the 
city  of  Bagdat.  He  was  mounted  on  an  afs,  and 
■ the  goat  followed  him,  with  a bell  fufpended  from 
his  neck.  “ I fllall  fell  thefe  animals,”  laid  he  to 
himfelf,  “ for  thirty  pieces  of  filver  ; and  with  this 
“ money  I can  purchafe  a new  turban,  and  a rich 
<c  veflment  of  taffety,  which  I will  tie  with  a falh  of 
tc  purple  filk.  The  young  damfels  will  then  fmile 
<c  more  favourably  upon  me,  and  I fliall  be  the  fined 
£C  man  at  the  Mofque.”  Whilft  the  peafant  was  thus 
anticipating  in  idea  his  future  enjoyments,  three  art- 
ful rogues  concerted  a firatagem  to  plunder  him  of 
his  prefent  treafures.  As  he  moved  fiowly  along, 
one  of  them  flipped  off  the  bell  from  the  neck  of  the 
goat,  and  fattening  it,  without  being  perceived,  to  the 
tail  of  the  afs,  carried  away  his  booty.  The  man 
riding  upon  the  afs  and  hearing  the  found  of  the  bell, 
continued  to  mufe  without  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  the 
lofs  which  he  had  fuftained.  Happening,  however, 
a fliort  while  afterwards,  to  turn  about  his  head,  he 
difcovered,  with  grief  and  aflonifhment,  that  the  ani- 
mal v/as  gone  which  conflituted  fo  confiderable  a part 
of  his  riches:  and  he  inquired  with  the  utmofl  anxiety 
after  his  goat  of  every  traveller  whom  he  met. 

The  fecond  rogue  now  accofted  him,  and  faid, 
“ I have  jufi:  feen  in  yonder  fields  a man  in  great 

ment.  This  tender  fhoot  of  vernal  life  is  often  injured  by  improper 
culture:  it  fhrinks  at  the  fuggeftion  of  every  loofe  idea,  and  rs 
blafied  by  their  frequent  and  unfeafonable  repetition. 
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“ hafte,  dragging  along  with  him  a goat.”  The  pea- 
fant  difinounted  with  precipitation,  and  requeued  thfe 
obliging  Granger  to  hold  his  afs,  that  he  might  lofe 
no  time  in  overtaking  the  thief.  He  inflantly  began 
the  purfuit  ; and  having  traverfed  in  vain  the  courfe 
that  was  pointed  out  to  him,  he  came  back  fatigued 
and  breathlefs  to  the  place  from  whence  he  fet  out, 
where  he  neither  found  his  afs,  nor  the  deceitful  in- 
former, to  whofe  care  he  had  intruded  him.  As  he 
walked  penfively  onwards,  overwhelmed  with  fhame, 
vexation,  anddifappointment,  his  attention  was  roufed 
by  the  loud  complaints  and  lamentations  of  a poor 
man  who  fat  by  the  fide  of  a well.  He  turned  out 
of  the  way  to  fympathize  with  a brother  in  affliftion, 
recounted  his  own  misfortunes,  and  inquired  the 
caufe  of  that  violent  forrow  which  feemed  to  opprefs 
him.  Alas!  faid  the  poor  man,  in  the  molt  piteous 
tone  of  voice,  as  I was  reding  here  to  drink,  I dropped 
into  the  water  a cafket  full  of  diamonds,  which  I was 
employed  to  carry  to  the  Caliph  at  Bagdat;  and  I 
ihall  be  put  to  death,  on  the  fufpicion  of  having  fe- 
ereted  fo  valuable  a treafure.  Why  do  not  yon  jump 
into  the  well  in  fearch  of  the  cafket,  cried  the  peafant, 
aftoni fhed  at  the  flupidity  of  his  new  acquaintance? 
Becaufe  it  is  deep,  repl  ed  the  man,  and  I can  neither 
dive  nor  fwim.  But  will  you  undertake  this  kind 
office  for  me,  and  I will  reward  you  with  thirty  pieces 
of  filver?  The  peafant  accepted  the  offer  with  exul- 
tation; and  whilfl  he  was  putting  off  his  caffock, 
veft,  and  flippers,  poured  out  his  foul  in  thankigiv- 
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mgs  to  the  holy  prophet  for  this  providential  fuccour. 
But  the  moment  he  plunged  into  the  water  in  fearch 
of  the  pretended  calket,  the  man  (who  was  one  of 
the  three  rogues  that  had  concerted  the  plan  of  rol> 
bing  him)  feized  upon  his  garments,  and  bore  them 
off  in  fecurity  to  his  comrades. 

Thus  through  inattention,  fimplicity,  and  credulity, 
was  the  unfortunate  Chaldean  duped  of  all  his  little 
poffeflions;  and  he  haffened  back  to  his  cottage,  with 
no  other  covering  for  his  nakednefs  than  a tattered 
garment,  which  he  borrowed  on  the  road.* 


AN  EASY  AND  INSTRUCTIVE  EXPERIMENT. 

It  was  a clear  frofty  day:  the  fun  fhone  bright,  and 
the  ground  was  covered  with  fnow,  when  Euphronius 
Invited  Alexis,  Lucy,  Emilia,  and  Jacobus,  to  affiff 
him  in  a little  experiment,  which  he  thought  would 
contribute  to  their  inftruclion  and  amufement..  He 
took  four  pieces  of  woollen  cloth,  equal  in  dimenfions, 
but  of  different  colours ; one  being  black , another 
blue , a third  brown , and  a fourth  white:  and  having 
chofen  a proper  fituation,  he  laid  them  all  very  near 
each  other  on  the  fur  face  of  the  fnow.  In  a few 
hours  the  black  piece  of  cloth  had  funk  confiderably 
below  the  furface,  the  blue  almoft  as  much,  the  brown 

# The  flory  is  faid  to  have  been  written  by  an  Arabian  author  ; 
but  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  deviating  from  the  original,  and  ot 
making  additions  to  it. 
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a little,  but  the  white  remained  precifely  in  its  pofition.f 
Obferve,  faid  Euphronius,  how  varied  is  the  in- 
fluence of  the  fun's  rays  on  different  colours!  They 
are  abforded  and  retained  by  the  black;  and  in  the 
piece  of  cloth  before  us,  they  have  produced  fuch  a 
ffrong  and  durable  heat  as  to  melt  the  fnow  under- 
neath. Their  effect  on  blue  is  nearly  fimilar,  but  they 
feem  not  to  penetrate  the  white ; and  the  piece  of 
that  colour,  by  having  no  warmth  communicated  to 
it,  ftill  continues  on  the  furface  of  the  fnow. 

This  little  experiment  teaches  you,  Emilia,  that 
white  hats  will  afford  the  bell  defence  to  your  com- 
plexion; but  that  they  fliould  have  dark  linings,  to 
abforb  the  rays  of  light  which  are  reflected  from  the 
earth.  You  may  learn  from  it,  Alexis,  that  clothes 
of  a light  colour  are  belt  adapted  to  fummer,  and  to 
hot  climates;  that  black  fubffances  acquire  heat 
fooner,  and  retain  it  longer  than  any  other;  and  that 
fruit-walls,  drying-doves,  &c.  fliould  be  painted  black. 
Other  inferences  I fliall  leave  to  you  the  pleafure  of 
difcovering.  Allow  me  only  to  remind  you,  that 
knowledge  and  virtue  may  be  juflly  compared  to  rays 
of  light ; and  that  it  is  my  warmed:  wifli  and  higheft 
ambition  that  your  heart  and  underflanding  may  unite 
the  qualities  of  the  two  oppofite  colours  you  have 
been  contemplating.  May  your  mind  be  quick  in  the 
reception,  and  fleady  in  the  retention  of  every  good 
impreflion!  And  may  the  luffre  of  your  endowments 
be  reflected  on  your  brothers,  liffers,  and  friends  1 


t See  Franklin’s  Obfcrvations. 
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THE  DOG.  ’ •; 

*(  My  dog,  the  truftieft  of  his  kind, 

«f  With  gratitude  inflames  my  mind ; 

te  1 mark  his  true,  his  faithful  way,  - 

«f  And  in  my  fervice  copy  Tray.”  Gay’s  Fables. 

A Water-fpaniel  belonging  to  a neighbour  was  a 
frequent,  and  always  a molt  welcome,  gueft  in  the 
family  of  Euphronius.  Her  placid  looks,  gentle 
manners,  and  afliduity  to  pleafe,  rendered  her  equally 
the  favourite  of  the  fervants  and  of  the  children.  It 
happened  that  there  was  a general  alarm  concerning 
mad  dogs  in  MancheAer;  and  to  guard  againft  danger 
Sylvia  was  clofely  confined  to  her  kennel.  A week 
elapfed  without  a fingle  vifit  from  her;  no  one  knew 
the  caufe  of  her  abfence,  and  all  lamented  it.  She 
at  length  returned;  the  children  flocked  with  joy 
and  eagernefs  around  her,  but  they  beheld  her 
trembling,  feeble,  and  emaciated.  She  crawled  over 
the  kitchen  floor,  looked  willfully  at  Emilia,  then  at 
Jacobus,  then  at  Lucy;  advancing  a ftep  forwards, 
Ihe  licked  the  hand  of  Alexis,  which  was  flretched 
forth  to  ftroke  her,  and  expired  at  his  feet  without  a 
groan.  The  children  at  firfl  flood  filent  and  motion- 
lefs,  a gufh  of  tears  fucceeded,  and  Euphronius, 
though  pleafed  with  the  fenfibflity  they  (hewed, 
thought  it  neceflary  to  foften  the  impreflion  which 
this  afft  (fling  incident  produced.  He  endeavoured  to 
withdraw  their  attention  from  Sylvia,  by  defcribing 
the  qualities,  and  relating  the  hiflory,  of  the  fpecies  at 
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large.  I am  not  furprifed,  faid  he,  that  you  fhould 
lament  the  lofs  of  an  animal,  whom  nature  feems  to 
have  peculiarly  formed  to  be  the  favourite  and  friend 
of  man.  The  beauty  of  his  fhape,  his  ftrength,  agility, 
fwiftnefs,  courage,  generofity,  fidelity,  and  gratitude, 
command  our  attachment,  and  give  him  the  juftefl 
claim  to  our  care  and  protection.  In  obedience  and 
docility  he  furpaffes  every  other  quadruped;  and  fo 
perfectly  is  he  domeflicated,  that  Mr.  Buffon  ob- 
ierves,  he  aflimilates  his  character  to  that  of  the 
family  in  which  he  lives.  Amongft  the  proud  he  is 
difdainful,  and  churlifh  amongft  clowns. 

In  Congo,  Angola,  and  in  South-America,  where 
dogs  are  found  wild,  they  unite  in  packs,  and  attack 
the  fiercefl  animals  of  the  forefl.  On  the  fouthern 
coaft  of  Africa,  it  is  faid,  there  are  dogs  that  neither 
bark  nor  bite,  and  their  flefli  is  highly  valued  by  the 
negroes.*  The  flefli  of  this  animal  is  alfo  confidered 
as  a dainty  by  the  Chinefe,  and  public  fhambles  are 
ereCted  for  the  fale  of  it.  In  Canton  particularly, 
there  is  a ftreet  appropriated  to  that  purpofe;  and 
what  is  very  extraordinary,  whenever  a dog-butcher 
appears,  all  the  dogs  in  the  place  purfue  him  in  full 
cry.  lhey  know  their  enemy,  and  perfecute  him 
as  far  as  they  are  able.f 

The  influence  of  climate,  and  the  efforts  of  art, 
have  pioduced  many  varieties  in  the  breed  of  dogs. 

J he  Britifli  maftiffs  were  fo  famous  among  the  Ro« 

* See  Brookes’s  Natural  Hiilory. 
f -See  Goldfmith’s  Iliitory  of  the  Earth. 
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mans,  that  their  emperors  appointed  an  officer  in  this 
ifland  to  train  them  for  the  combats  of  the  Amphi- 
theatre. Three  of  thefe  were  efteemed  a match  for 
a bear,  and  four  for  a lion.  But  an  experiment  was 
made  in  the  Tower  by  King  James  the  Firft,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  three  maftiffs  conquered  this 
noble  animal.  Two  of  them  were  di fabled  in  the 
confli<51;  but  the  third  forced  the  lion  to  feek  his 
fafety  by  flight.*  The  Britifh  mafliffs  were  alfp 
educated  for  war,  and  were  employed  by  the  Gauls 
in  their  battles,  as  we  learn  from  Strabo.f  Lin- 
naeus has  delivered,  in  the  following  terms,  the  na- 
tural hiftory  of  the  dog: — 

“ This  animal  eats  flefh,  and  farinaceous  vegetables, 
but  not  greens.  His  ftomach  digefts  bones:  he  ufes 
the  tops  of  grafs  as  a vomit,  and  laps  his  drink  with 
his  tongue:  his  fcent  is  mod  exquifite,  when  his  nofe 
is  moifl:  he  treads  lightly  on  his  toes,  fcarcely  ever 
fweats,  but  when  hot  lolls  out  his  tongue.  He  ge- 
nerally walks  round  the  place  on  which  he  intends 
to  lie  down.  His  fenfe  of  hearing  is  very  quick 
when  afleep:  he  dreams.  The  female  goes  with 
young  fixty-thr.ee  days,  and  commonly  brings  from 
four  to  eight  puppies  at  a birth.  The  male  puppies 
referable  the  dog,  the  female  the  bitch.  He  is  the 
moll  faithful  of  all  animals;  is  very  docible,  hates 
ftrange  dogs  fnaps  at  a hone  which  is  thrown  at  him, 
howls  at  certain  mufical  notes,  and  barks  at  Grangers. 
Tliis  quadruped  is  reje<fled  by  the  Mahometans. ” 

* See  Stowe’s  Annals,  Pennant’s  Zoology,  Camden’s  Britannia. 
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aged  citizen  of  Athens  coming  late  into  the 
public  theatre  of  that  city,  fo  celebrated  for  arts  and 
learning,  found  the  place  crowded  with  company, 
and  every  feat  engaged.  Though  the  fpe&ators  were 
his  countrymen,  and  mofl  of  them  young  perfons, 
no  one  had  the  politenefs  or  humanity  to  make  room 
for  him.  But  when  he  paffed  into  the  part  which 
was  allotted  to  the  Lacedaemonian  ambafTadors  and 
their  attendants,  they  all  rofe  up,  and  accommodated 
the  old  gentleman  with  the  beff  and  mofl  honourable 
feat  amongfl  them.  The  whole  company  were  equally 
furprifed  and  delighted  with  this  inflance  of  urbanity, 
and  expreffed  their  approbation  by  loud  plaudits. 
‘The  Athenians  perfectly  well  understand  the  rules  of 
good  manners , faid  one  of  the  ambafTadors,  in  return 
for  this  compliment,  but  the  Lacedaemonians  praftife 
them.  - Cicero. 


GAMING.* 

That  the  love  of  gaming  has  its  foundation  in 
avarice,  is  an  undoubted  truth;  but  it  proceeds  from 
a fpecies  of  covetoufnefs  differing  from  every  other. 
Salluft,  in  his  character  of  Cataline,  has  given  us  an 
exaft  definition  of  it:  Alieni  appetetis,  fui prof  if us ; 
profufe  of  his  own , greedy  of  the  property  of  another . 
The  deftru&ive  confequences  of  this  vice  will  be 

* This  is  a juvenile  produftion,  written  when  the  Author  was 
at  fchool. 
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evinced  by  the  melancholy  hiftory  of  Lyfander.  This 
unfortunate  youth  was  the  only  fon  of  Hortenfius,  a 
gentleman  of  large  fortune;  who  with  a paternal  eye 
watched  over  his  education,  and  fuffered  no  means  to 
be  neglected,  which  might  promote  his  future  ufeful- 
nefs,  honour,  or  happinefs.  Under  fuch  tuition  he 
grew  up,  improving  in  every  amiable  accomplifhment. 
His  perfon  was  graceful,  and  his  countenance  the 
picture  of  his  foul,  lively,  fweet,  and  penetrating.  By 
Iiis  own  application,  and  the  affiftance  of  fuitable  pre- 
ceptors, he  was  mailer  of  the  whole  circle  of  fciences ; 
and  nothing  was  now  wanting  to  form  the  complete 
gentleman  but  travelling.  The  tour  of  Europe  was 
therefore  refolved  upon,  and  a proper  perfon  provided 
to  attend  him.  Lyfander  and  his  tutor  accordingly 
fet  out.  I pafs  over  in  filence  the  fid  parting,  of  the 
good  old  gentleman  and  his  beloved  fon  : the  fcene 
may  be  conceived,  but  cannot  be  expreffed.  Our 
travellers  directed  their  courfe  to  France,  and  eroded 
the  fea  at  Dover,  with  an  intention  to  pay  their  firft 
vift  to. Paris.  Here  Lyfander  had  difficulties  to 
furmount,  of  which  he  was  little  apprifed;  he  had 
been  bred  in  fhades  and  folitude,  and  had  no  idea 
of  the  a&ive  feenes  of  life.  It  is  eafy  to  imagine, 
therefore,  his  furprife  at  being  tranfported,  as  it  were, 
>nto  a new  world.  He  was  delighted  with  the  ele- 
gance of  the  city,  and  the  crowds  of  company  that 
reforted  to  the  public  walks.  He  launched  into 
pleafures,  and  was  enabled  to  commit  a thoufand  ex- 
travagances, by  the  ample  fupplies  of  money  which 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


123 


a fond  father  allowed  him.  In  vain  his  tutor  repre- 
fented  to  him  the  imprudence  of  his  conduct:  capti- 
vated with  the  novelty  of  every  thing  around  him, 
he  was  deaf  to  all  his  remonfl ranees.  He  engaged 
in  an  intrigue  with  a woman  of  the  mod  infamous 
chara&er,  who  in  a fhort  time  reduced  him  to  the 
neceflity  of  making  frefh  demands  upon  his  father. 
The  indulgent  Hortenfius,  with  a few  reprimands  for 
his  profufion,  and  admonitions  to  ceconomy,  remitted 
him  confiderable  fums.  But  thefe  were  not  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  an  avaricious  midrefs;  and  afhamed  to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  again  to  his  father,  he  had  recourfe  to 
fortune.  He  daily  frequented  the  gaming-tables;  and 
elated  with  a tr  fling  fuccefs  at  the  beginning,  gave 
up  every  other  pleafure  for  that  of  rattling  the  dice. 
Sharpers  were  now  his  only  companions,  and  his 
youth  and  inexperience  made  him  an  eafy  prey  to 
their  artifice  and  defigns.  His  father  heard  of  his 
condudf  with  inexpreflible  forrow.  He  indantly  re- 
called him  home;  but  alas!  the  return  to  his  native 
country  did  not  redore  him  to  his  native  difpofitions. 
The  love  of  learning,  generofity,  humanity,  and  every 
noble  principle,  were  fuppreffed  ; and  in  their  place 
the  mod  detedable  avarice  had  taken  root.  The 
reproofs  of  a father,  fo  ade&ionate  as  Hortenfius, 
were  too  gentle  to  reclaim  one  confirmed  in  vicious 
habits.  He  dill  purfued  the  fame  unhappy  courfe; 
and  at  length,  by  his  diffolute  behaviour,  put  an  end 
to  the  life  of  the  tendered  of  parents.  The  death 
of  Hortenfius  had  at  fird  a happy  effeft  upon  the 
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mind  of  Lyfander;  and  by  recalling  him  to  a fenfe 
of  reflection,  gave  fome  room  to  hope  for  reforma- 
tion. To  confirm  the  good  refolutions  he  had  formed, 
his  friends  urged  him  to  marry.  The  propofal  not 
being  difagreeable  to  him,  he  paid  his  addrelfes  to 
Afpafia,  a lady  poffeffed  of  beauty,  virtue,  and  the 
fweetefl  difpofitions.  So  many  charms  could  not  but 
jmprefs  a heart,  which  filial  grief  had  already  in  fome 
meafure  foftened.  He  loved  and  married  her,  and 
by  her  prudent  conduct  was  prevailed  upon  to  give 
up  all  the  former  affociates  of  his  favourite  vice. 
Two  years  paffed  in  this  happy  manner;  during 
which  time  Afpafia  bleffed  him  with  a fon,  The  little 
darling  had  united  in  him  all  the  father's  Iujire , and 
the  mother' s grace.  Lyfander  often  viewed  him  with 
ffreaming  eyes  of  tendernefs ; and  he  would  fometimes 
cry  out,  cc  Only,  my  fon,  avoid  thy  father’s  ffeps, 
ce  and  every  felicity  will  attend  thee,”  About  this 
time,  it  happened  that  fome  bufinefs  of  importance 
required  his  prefence  in  London:  there  he  unfortu- 
nately met  with  the  bafe  wretches  who  had  been  his 
old  acquaintance ; and  his  too-eafy  temper  complying 
with  their  folicitations,  again  he  plunged  into  the 
abyfs  of  vice  and  folly.  Afpafia  wondering  at  the 
long  abfence  of  her  hufband,  began  to  entertain  the 
mold  uneafy  apprehenfions  for  him.  She  wrote  him 
a tender  and  endearing  letter,  but  no  anfwer  was  re- 
turned. Full  of  terror  and  anxiety,  die  went  in 
perfon  to  enquire  after  her  Lyfander.  Long  was  it 
before  die  heard  the  leaf!  tidings  of  him.  At  length. 
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by  accident  finding  his  lodgings,  die  flew  to  his  cham- 
ber with  the  moft  impatient  joy  to  embrace  a long- 
loft  hufband.  But  ah!  who  can  paint  the  agony  {lie 
felt  at  the  fight  of  Lyfander  weltering  in  his  gore, 
with  a piftol  clenched  in  his  hand ! That  very  morn- 
ing he  had  put  an  end  to  his  wretched  being.  A 
paper  was  found  upon  the  table,  of  his  own  hand- 
writing, which  imported  that  he  had  entirely  ruined 
himfelf,  and  a moft  amiable  wife  and  child  j and  that 
life  was  infupportable  to  him. 

RIVALS1IIP  WITHOUT  ENMITY; 

EMULATION  WITHOUT  ENVY. 

DEMOSTHENES,  a celebrated  Grecian  orator, 
was  born  at  Athens,  near  four  hundred  years  before 
the  Chriftian  cera.  He  was  remarkable  for  the  fim- 
plicity  and  energy  of  his  eloquence*  It  is  faid  that 
he  copied  the  Hiftory  of  Thucydides  no  lefs  than 
eight  times,  to  acquire  a nervous  and  majeftic  d'nftion; 
and  that  his  third  after  knowledge  was  fo  great,  as 
to  lead  him  to  purfue  his  ftudies  in  a fubterranean 
apartment,  that  he  might  be  free  from  noife,  difturb- 
ance,  or  interruption. 

YEfchines  was  alfo  an  eminent  orator  of  Greece* 
and  cotemporary  with  Demofthenes.  He  preferred 
an  indi&ment  againft  Ctefiphon,  as  a pretext  for  the 
accufation  of  his  rival  Demofthenes.  A day  was 
appointed  for  the  trial ; and  no  caule  ever  excited 
fuch  general  curiofity,  or  was  conduced  with  greater 
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pomp  and  folemnity.  People  afTembled  from  every 
part  of  Greece,  to  be  fpeclators  of  the  contell  between 
thefe  two  great  mailers  of  rhetoric.  The  inclinations 
of  the  citizens  were  favourable  to  iE {chines ; but 
fuch  was  the  prevailing  eloquence  of  ills  antagonill, 
that  he  loll  his  caufe,  and  was  fentenced  to  banilh- 
ment.  He  retired  to  the  illand  of  Rhodes ; where 
he  eftablilhed  a fchool  of  oratory,  which  continued  to 
flourilh  many  centuries  alterwards.  He  commenced 
his  Ie&ures  with  the  oration  which  he  had  delivered 
juft:  before  his  exile ; and  it  was  highly  applauded 
by  the  audience.  But  when  he  recited  the  anfwer 
of  Demollhenes,  his  hearers  redoubled  their  expref- 
fions  of  admiration.  iEfchines,  fo  far  from  feeling 
any  emotions  of  envy  at  this  fecond  triumph  of  his 
rival,  cried  out  with  rapture,  cc  How  great,  my friends , 
would  have  been  your  tranfport,  had  you  heard 
<c  Demojlhenes  himfelf  deliver  this  oration , with  thofe 
“ invincible  powers  of  elocution  for  which  he  is  fojujlly 
<c  and  univerfally  celebrated !” 

When  iEfchines  was  condemned  to  banilhmenr* 
Demollhenes  exulted  not  in  the  victory  that  he  had 
obtained  ; but  followed  his  rival  to  the  Ihip  in  which 
he  was  to  embark,  and  conllrained  him  to  accept  of 
a fum  of  money,  to  defray  the  expences  of  his 
voyage,  and  to  procure  for  him  an  eafy  fettlement  at 
Rhodes.  ImprelTed  with  this  affecting  inhance  of 
generofity,  the  exiled  orator  v/ith  admiration  ex- 
claimed, “ How  deeply  mujl  I regret  the  lofs  of  a 
“ country , in  which  l have  received  fuch  liberal 
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c<  a/fiftance  from  a profejfed  enemy , as  / cannot  expect 
4C  even  from  a frie?id  in  any  other  part  of  the  world/” 

Cicero. 

VIRTUOUS  FRIENDSHIP  EXTENDS  BEYOND 
THE  GRAVE. 

Emilia  had  been  nightly  indifpofed  feveral  days ; 
but  not  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  confine  her  from  the 
cheerful  fociety  of  her  brothers  and  fillers.  Whilfl 
file  was  handing  in  the  midh  of  them,  a fainting  fit 
luddenly  overpowered  her ; and  hie  fell  down,  as 
it  were  lifelefs,  on  the  floor.  She  was  foon  recovered, 
by  the  tender  offices  of  Sophronia;  but  the  affehing 
image  of  death,  which  the  children  had  feen,  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  to  opprefs  their  minds  with 
forrow  and  terror.  Alexis,  in  the  evening,  accompa- 
nied his  hither  into  the  fields.  The  path  which  they 
purlued  led  them  to  the  banks  of  the  Irwell ; where 
they  flopped  to  contemplate  its  winding  flream  and 
checquered  fides.  The  flump  of  a tree,  overfhadoived 
by  a neighbouring  oak,  afforded  them  a comfortable 
feat ; and  Euphronius  began  to  expatiate  on  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Providence,  in  Watering  the 
earth  with  rivers,  which  flow  into  the  feaj  and  are 
again  returned  in  fertilizing  fhowers.  Alexis  made 
no  reply ; and  Euphronius,  obferving  that  he  was 
loft  in  thought,  enquired  what  fubjefl  fo  deeply 
engaged  his  attention.  The  youth  laid,  with  a figh, 
I have  been  early  taught  to  fee,  admire,  and  re- 
verence the  Deity,  in  all  his  works  \ but  more 
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particularly  in  the  ftruXure  of  man,  in  his  prefent 
enjoyments  and  future  expeXations.  The  moral 
affections  you  have  cultivated  in  my  heart  with  affi- 
duous  care;  and  I have  fondly  believed  that  the 
exercife  of  them  will  conftitute  my  chief  felicity 
through  all  eternity.  Oh  ! that  the  pleating  dehifiori 
had  been  ftill  continued ! This  morning  I was  (hocked 
with  the  apparent  death  of  my  beloved  Emilia;  but 
it  was  fome  confolation  to  my  mind,  that  we  fhould 
hereafter  meet  again,  renew  our  fond  regard,  and 
for  ever  live  together  in  the  fame  endearing  con- 
nexion which  now  fubfifts  between  us.  In  this  hope, 
it  feems,  I was  miferably  miftaken.  A learned  divine, 
whofe  works  I have  juft  been  reading,  after ts  with 
confidence,  that  in  heaven  the  virtuous  of  all  ages, 
paft,  prefent,  and  to  come,  will  dwell  together,  as  in 
one  univerfal  family,  without  perfonai  partialities  or 
diftinXion. 

The  doXrine,  I truft,  is  falfe,  replied  Euphronius 
with  fome  emotion ; for  heaven,  methinks,  would 
not  be  fetch  to  me,  if  it  were  true.  But  I correX 
myfelf,  Alexis:  on  a fubjeX  of  fuch  uncertainty,  we 
fhould  fpeak  with  an  awful  reliance  on  that  great 
'Being,  who  perfeXIy  knows  our  frame,  and  what 
will  beft  promote  our  happinefs.  With  fuch  fenti- 
ments  of  reverence  let  us  purfue  the  interefting 
theme;  and  enquire  whether  reafon  and  revelation 
do  not  juftify  the  hope,  that  we  (hall  hereafter  be 
united  to  our  virtuous  relations  and  friends;  and 
enjoy,  with  increaling  delight,  all  thofe  tender  at- 
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tachments,  which,  in  the  prefent  fiate,  fweeten  both 
focial  and  domefiic  life. 

One  of  the  flrongefi  arguments  for  the  future 
exigence  of  the  foul,  derived  from  the  light  of  nature, 
is  the  dread  which  we  feel  of  annihilation,  and  our 
ardent  delires  after  immortality.  Have  we  not  the 
like  anxiety  to  be  again  reftored,  in  happier  regions, 
to  thofe  whom  in  this  w orld  we  have  known,  efleemed, 
and  loved  ? The  human  undemanding  feems  to  be 
formed  for  endlefs  improvement.  The  faculty  of 
comprehenfan  is  daily  enlarged,  till  the  animal  ma- 
chine, having  acquired  its  full  vigour,  fuffers  the 
gradual  decays  of  age;  and  as  the  Deity  hath 
created  nothing  in  vain,  capacity  may  be  fuppofed  to 
imply  attainment^  in  fome  other  fiage  of  our  exigence. 

But  lhall  w -e  grant  to  our  intellectual , a privilege 
which  we  deny  to  our  moral  powers;  or  exclude  from 
future  growth  and  cultivation  the  noblefi  and  moft 
important  endowments  of  the  mind  ? The  principle 
of  benevolence  is  neither  inconfifient  with  the  parti- 
alities of  friendfhip,  nor  with  the  endearments  of 
family  love;  but  rather  originates  from  them,  like 
circles  on  the  w7ater,  widening  as  they  flow  from  one 
common  centre.  Nor  wall  the  filial,  parental,  or 
fraternal  charities  damp  the  fervour  of  our  piety  to 
the  Father  of  the  univerfe;  or  abate  our  gratitude 
to  the  great  Bond  of  our  union,  and  the  Author  of 
our  deareA  enjoyments.  The  prefent  life  is  only  the 
commencement  of  thofe  improvements  in  knowledge 
and  goodnefs,  which  we  fhall  progreflively  make 
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through  all  eternity.  And  as  our  kindred  and  friends 
are,  in  a peculiar  manner,  the  companions  of  our 
journey  here,  and  the  obje&s  of  our  moll  virtuous 
affections;  is  it  not  probable  that  they  will  continue 
to  be  fuch  hereafter ; and  that  we  fhall  not  only  find 
them  our  crown  of  rejoicing, , but  that  it  will  be  our 
divineft  pleafure  to  promote  the  advancement  of  each 
other  in  piety,  glory,  and  felicity  ? The  Scriptures 
fpeak  not  explicitly  concerning  this  in terefling  point ; 
but  there  are  a variety  of  paffages  in  the  New  Tefla- 
ment,  which  evidently  imply,  that  good  men  “ will  be 
ce  happy  hereafter,  in  the  fame  feats  of  joy;  will  live 
<c  under  the  fame  perfeft  government;  and  be  mem- 
“ bers  of  the  fame  heavenly  fociety.  Will  not  then 
“ our  nearefl  relations  be  acceflible  to  us?  And  if 
Ci  acceflible,  fhall  we  not  fly  to  them,  and  mingle 
se  our  hearts  and  fouls  again?” 

“ 1 he  rheflalonians,  a little  before  St.  Paul  wrote 
“ his  firft  Epiflle  to  them,  had  lofl  fome  of  their 
66  friends  by  death.  In  ihefe  circumftances  he  ex- 
horts  them  not  to  for  row  like  others  who  had  no 
ct  hope;  becaufe  they  might  conclude  certainly  from 
ec  the  death  and  refurreCiion  of  Jefus,  that  thofe  who 
i(  had  flept  in  him , God  would  hereafter  bring  with 
Ci  him . He  te'ls  them  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  or 
46  as  from  immediate  revelation,  that  a period  was 
ct  coming,  when  Christ  would  defeend  from  heaven 
“ with  a Jhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel , and 
“ with  the  trump  of  God;  and  when  the  friends  they 
“ had  lofl  fhguld  be  raifed  from  the  dead,  and  to- 
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*c  gcther  with  themfelves,  fhould  be  caught  up  to  7neet 
“ the  Lord  in  the  air , and  to  live  for  ever  with  him* 
•c  Bat  what  I have  in  view,  is  more  diftin&ly  alFerted 
“ in  the  fecond  chapter  of  this  Epiftle,  verfe  19. 
“ For  what  is  our  hope,  our  joy , our  crown  of  re» 
66  joicing?  Are  not  even  ye  in  the  prefence  of  our 
cc  Lord  Jefus  at  his  coming  ? It  is  mod:  plainly  im- 
<c  plied  in  thefe  words,  that  the  apodle  expelled  to 
“ fee  and  know  again  his  ThefiTalonian  converts,  at 
“ Christ’s  fecond  coming.  The  fame  remark  may 
“ be  made  on  his  words  to  the  Corinthians.  Knowing 
ct  that  he  who  raifed  up  the  Lord  Jefus,  f: all  raife  us 
<c  up  alfo  by  Jefus , and prefent  us  with  you . As  you. 

cc  have  acknowledged  us  in  part , that  we  are  your 
cc  rejoicing , even  fo  ye  alfo  are  ours  in  the  day  of  the 
<c  Lord  Jefus.”* 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  pleafing  idea  of  a re- 
union with  our  virtuous  relations  and  friends,  in  the 
future  life,  is  agreeable  to  the  natural  expectations  of 
mankind;  neceflary  to  the  exercife  of  our  mod  dis- 
tinguished moral  powers;  and  favourable  to  every 
fentiment  of  gratitude,  devotion,  and  piety.  Reve- 
lation feems  alfo  to  confirm  what  reafon  fo  much 
approves ; and  I hope,  my  dear  Alexis,  your  mind  is 
now  no  longer  difquieted  with  defpondency  or  fear. 
Indulge  the  generous  affections  of  your  heart;  cheriih 
the  filial  and  fraternal  love  with  which  it  glows ; 
cultivate  the  valuable  friendfhips  you  have  formed  j 
and  be  aflured  that  what  conflitutes  your  prefent, 

* Price’s  DifTertations  on  Providence,  Prayer,  See,  p.  233. 
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will  heighten  your  future  felicity.  But  remember 

t 

that  your  union  in  the  heavenly  world  can  only  be 
with  the  worthy  and  the  good,  and  be  cautious  to 
form  no  clofe  attachments,  but  fuch  as  will  merit 
perpetuity.  If  death  fnatch  from  you  a beloved 
friend,  whilfl  you  lament  the  lofs,  forrow  not  as  one 
without  hope  or  confolation.  The  feparation,  however 
painful,  will  be  but  for  a feafon;  and  you  will  have  a 
kindred  fpirit  in  the  regions  of  blifs,  to  welcome  your 
arrival  there,  and  to  conduct  you  into  the  glorious 
prefence  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe. 

“ 0!  praclarum  diem , (fays  Cicero)  cum  ad  illud 
Ci  divinum  animorum  concilium  castumque  pvoficfcar  ; 
ce  cumque  ex  hac  turha  et  colluvione  difeedam!  profi- 
tc  c if  car  enim  ad  Catonem  meum,  quo  nemo  vir  melior 
<c  natus  eft , nemo  pietate  prajiantior !” — Cic.  de 
Sene&ute. 


WARMTH  IN  ARGUMENT. 

Lord  Shaftelbury,  I remember,  in  his  Characte- 
riftics,  relates  the  flory  of  a clown,  who  was  prefent 
at  the  debates  of  the  Doctors  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford.  Though  he  was  equally  a ftranger  to  the 
fubjefts  and  the  language,  he  feemed  to  liften  with 
great  attention,  and  to  receive  much  pleafure  from 
them.  A gentleman  commoner  who  flood  near  him, 
and  obferved  the  emotions  exprelfed  in  his  counte- 
nance, enquired  what  amufement  he  could  find  in 
hearing  fuch  difputes,  fince  it  was  impofilble  that  lie 
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fhould  even  know  to  which  fide  the  vi&ory  inclined? 
“ Sir,”  replied  the  clown,  “ I am  not  fuch  a fool  as 
<£  you  imagine  me  to  be  ; for  I can  eafily  fee  who  is 
“ JirJl  put  into  a paffion”  Common  fenfe  dilated 
this  obfervation  to  the  countryman,  that  he  who  wa9 
fuperior  in  argument  would  maintain  his  compofure 
of  mmd;  whilft  his  antdgonift  would  naturally  be- 
come  violent  and  angry,  becaufe  unable  to  fupport 
his  caule  by  the  force  of  reafon. 

HABITS  OF  SENSUALITY  MAY  BE  FORMED  IN 
EARLY  YOUTH. 

Florio  and  Alonzo  were  fchoolfellows,  and  infe- 
parable  companions  at  Eton.  They  were  both  pro- 
fufely  fupplied  with  money  by  their  too  indulgent 
parents;  and  they  fpent  it  not  in  the  purfuit  of  a&ive 
diverfions,  in  the  purchafe  of  books,  or  in  the  offices 
of  humanity ; but  in  cakes,  tarts,  and  fweetmeats. 
With  thefe  they  continually  glutted  themfelves;  and 
as  the  head  is  always  flupified  when  the  itomach  is 
overloaded,  they  were  the  greatell  dunces  in  the 
fchool.  Florio,  whofe  powers  of  digeftion  were 
much  feebler  than  thole  of  his  friend,  became  pale 
and  emaciated  as  he  grew  in  ftature.  His  appet.te 
was  nice  and  delicate ; and  he  loathed  every  kind  or 
food,  but  fuch  as  afforded  the  molt  favomy  and  ex- 
qu  fire  reliffi.  I have  feen  him  rife  from  a good 
dinner  without  eating  a fugle  morfcl,  becaufe  the 
meat  was  plainly  dreffed,  and  the  fauces  had  no 
poignancy.  1 iius  ne  often  ftarved  in  the  midil  of 
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plenty;  and  loft  the  only  enjoyment  which  life  was 
capable  of  affording  to  his  vitiated  tafte.  His  fortune 
was  foon  expended  in  the  gratification  of  his  palate; 
and  he  was  reduced  to  pra&ice  the  meaneft  arts  to 
obtain  fupplies  for  frefti  indulgences.  He  has  been 
known  to  purchafe  an  ortolan  with  the  guinea  which 
he  begged  as  charity ; and  to  give  for  a difli  of  green 
peafe  a much  larger  fum,  with  which  he  was  entrufted 
for  the  relief  of  a friend  in  diftrefs.* 

Alonzo,  whofe  ftrength  of  conftitution  converted 
into  nouriftiment  the  unwholefome  paftry  which  he 
fo  greedily  devoured,  became  lufty  and  corpulent; 
but  his  complexion  was  wan,  his  flefli  bloated,  and 
his  belly  unnaturally  fwoln.  His  appetite  was  rather 
voracious  than  nice;  and  heconfumed  as  much  food 
at  one  meal,  as  would  have  fufficed  with  temperance 
for  three.  He  died  of  an  apoplexy,  at  the  age  of 
thirty;  having  gorged  himfelf  with  fuch  quantities  of 
meat,  at  a public  entertainment,  as  occafioned  a hidden 
ceffation  of  the  animal  and  vital  functions. 

Ser/uality  is  a vice  which  contaminates  the  body, 
depreftes  the  underftanding,  deadens  the  moral  feel- 
ings of  the  heart,  and  degrades  the  human  fpecies 
from  the  exalted  rank  which  they  hold  in  the 
creation.!  It  is  (hocking  to  read  the  examples  of  it, 

* This  fatt  is  related  of  the  late  Theophilus  Cibber. 

t “ Vides  ut  pallidqs  omnis 

4<  Coena  deiurgat  dubia?  quin  corpus  onuflum 
Hefternis  vitiis  animum  quoque  prjegravat  una, 

Atque  affigit  hunio  divinas  particulam  auras.’* 

Hor,  Sat.  II.  lib.  .ii.  ver,  76, 
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which  both  ancient  and  modern  hiftory  afford;  and 
as  the  Spartans  ufed  to  make  their  Haves  drunk,  to 
difplay  to  their  children  the  folly  and  odioufnefs  of 
intemperance,  I (hall  recite  a few  inftances  of  extra- 
vagance in  eating,  as  the  bell  leffons  of  moderation 
and  abftinence. 

Lucullus,  a Roman  general,  kept  the  mod  magni- 
ficent table,  and  was  ferved  in  the  fame  fumptuous 
manner,  even  when  no  guefls  were  invited.  His 
fteward  one  day  made  an  apology  for  the  dinner, 
which  was  lefs  fplendid  than  ufual,  and  hoped  it 
would  be  excufed,  as  there  was  no  company.  Did 
“ you  not  know,”  faid  the  Epicure,  that  Lucullus 
((  was  to  eat  with  Lucullus  to-day?”  Cicero  and 
Pompey  had  heard  much  of  his  mode  of  living,  and 
they  were  determined  to  furprife  him,  by  going  with- 
out notice  to  partake  of  his  entertainment.  He 
ordered  the  dinner  to  be  ferved  in  the  hall  of  Apollo; 
and  it  was  prepared  in  fo  fhort  a time,  and  with  fo 
much  opulence,  as  aftonifhed  his  vifitors.  The  hall 
of  Apollo  was  a private  direction,  underftood  by 
the  cooks  to  imply  that  the  feaft  Ihould  amount  to 
near  1200I.  fterling.* 

Mark  Anthony  paffed  his  time  in  revels  and  enter- 
tainments, whilft  he  was  with  Cleopatra  in  Egypt. 
A young  Greek,  then  profecuting  the  ftudy  of  phyfic 
at  Alexandria,  had  the  curiofity  to  go  into  his  kitchen, 
where  he  faw  eight  wild  boars  roafbng  at  the  fame 

* Plut.  in  Lucullo. Dr.  Arbuthnot  estimates  the  expence  at, 

£1,614  : 11  : 2. 
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time  before  the  fire.  He  enquired  what  number  of 
guefts  were  to  be  at  fupper.  Not  more  than  ten, 
find  an  officer,  finding;  but  it  is  neceflary  that  every 
part  of  the  animal  fliould  be  brought  to  the  table  in 
exquifite  perfection,* 

Clodius  JEfopus,  the  mod  famous  tragedian  that 
ever  appeared  on  the  Roman  dage,  and  who  acquired 
a princely  fortune  by  his  profefiion  as  an  actor,  had 
one  difh  which  cod  fix  thoufand  federtia,  that  is,  four 
thoufand  eight  hundred  pounds  fterling.f  It  con- 
fided of  the  choiced  and  dearefl  finging-birds,brought 
perhaps  from  the  mod  diftant  provinces  of  the  empire. 

The  name  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  is  not,  at  this  time, 
more  famous  amongd  philofophers  than  that  of  Apicius 
was  formerly  with  the  Roman  epicures.  The  capital 
of  the  world  had  the  honour  of  giving  birth,  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  time,  to  three  of  this  denomination, 
who  were  all  celebrated  for  their  gluttony.  The  one 
who  was  mod  eminent  lived  under  the  reigns  of 
Augudus  and  Iiberius,  and  read  public  lectures  on 
the  art  of  fenfuality.  He  was  the  inventor  of  a cake 
which  was  called  by  his  name;  and  he  wrote  an 
elaborate  treatife  on  the  methods  of  dimulating  the 
appetite,  de  gulce  irritamentis.  Hidorians  of  credit 
affert,  that  he  failed  from  Minturnm  in  Campania  to 
Africa,  with  no  other  view  than  to  tade  of  a fpecies 
of  oyders,  reported  to  be  much  larger  and  more 
delicious  than  any  on  the  coad  of  Italy;  but  that 

* Plut. 

t See  Pliu.  lib.  x.  c.  60.  Arbuthnot  on  Coins,  p.  133. 
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finding  he  had  received  falfe  information,  lie  returned 
immediately,  without  condescending,  and  probably 
without  feeling  the  lead:  curiofity,  to  go  on  fhore. 
After  fquandering  immenfe  fums  of  money  in  the 
mod  fhameful  luxury,*  he  poifoned  hirafelf,  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  being  ftarved,  though  he  had  a very 
ample  fortune  remaining. 

The  emperor  Heliogabalus,  that  monfter  of  cru- 
elty  and  bed  ality,  is  faid  to  have  had  the  brains  of 
feveral  hundred  odriches  drefled  for  one  difh.f  But 
it  is  painful  to  relate  fuch  indances  of  depravity. 

* ^807,291  : 13  : 4 — according  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot’s  calculation. 

f Senfuality  feemsto  be  a weed  which  fprings  up  in  every  foil, 
and  has  been  diicovered  where  opulence  and  the  arts  of  luxury  are 
little  known,  and  where  we  fhould  expedt  to  meet  only  with  the 
fimplicity  of  nature.  The  follow'ing  paflage  from  Mr.  Forller’s 
Voyage  to  the  South-Seas  will  evince  the  trutn  cf  this  cbfervation, 
and  exhibit  a new  mode  of  Epicurifm;— 

“ Our  walk  continued  along  the  fiore  (of  Otahcite)  beyond 
another  morai,  much  like  the  firft,  to  a neat  houfe,  where  a very 
“ fat  man,  who  feemed  to  be  a chief  of  the  diftridt,  was  lolling  on 
“ his  wooden  pillow.  Before  him  two  fervants  were  preparing  his 
“ defert,  by  beating  up  with  water  fome  bread-fruit  and  bananas,  in 
f‘  a large  wooden  bowl,  and  mixing  with  it  a quantity  of  the  fer- 
“ mented  four  pafteof  bread-fruit  called  mahei.  The  confidence 
“ of  this  mixture  was  fuch  that  it  could  not  properly  be  called  a 
“ drink ; and  the  inftrument  with  which  they  made  it,  was  a peidle 
**  of  a black  polilhed  ldone,  which  appeared  to  be  a kind  of  bafalte?. 
“ While  this  was  doing,  a woman  who  fat  near  him  crammed 
“ down  his  throat  by  handfuls  the  remains  of  a large  baked  fifli, 
“ and  feveral  bread-fruits,  which  he  fwallowed  with  a voracious 
“appetite.  His  countenance  wns  the  pidture  of  phlegmatic  infen- 
“ libility,  and  feemed  to  witnefs  that  all  his  thoughts  centered  in 
“ the  care  of  his  paunch.  lie  fcarce  deigned  to  look  at  us;  and  a 
“ few  monofyllables  which  he  uttered,  were  only  diredfed  to  re- 
mind  his  feeders  of  their  duty  when  we  attradted  their  attention.” 


138 


A father’s 


The  mind  fickens  at  the  contemplation  of  rational 
and  immortal  beings,  funk  fo  low  in  the  fcale  of  ani- 
mated nature:  and  it  feems  almoil  necelfary  to  vin- 
dicate the  honour  of  our  fpecies,  by  placing  in  contrail: 
a few  oppofte  examples. 

Timotheus,  an  Athenian  commander  of  the  moil 
diilinguiihed  reputation,  was  invited  to  fup  with  Plato. 
The  philofopher  entertained  him  with  a decent  but 
frugal  repail;  feafoned  however  with  fuch  cheerful 
and  inflrudtive  converfation,  as  made  the  general 
highly  delighted  with  his  reception.  When  he  met 
Plato  the  fucceeding  day  in  the  city,  heaccoiled  him 
in  a moil  friendly  manner,  and  thanked  him  for  the 
peculiar  entertainment  which  he  had  enjoyed.  44  For 
44  your  feail,”  faid  he,  44  was  not  only  grateful  whilit 
44  it  lafled,  but.  has  left  a refill  which  continues  to 
64  this  moment.”* 

Socrates  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  ate  to  live , and  left 
to  others  the  fenfual  fatisfa&ion  of  living  only  to  eat. 
Having  invited  a company  of  friends  to  fupper,  his 
wife  Xantippe  was  ailiamed  of  the  humble  fare  pro- 
vided for  them.  44  Be  not  anxious  on  that  account,” 
faid  Socrates ; 44  for  if  my  vifitors  be  men  of  ternpe- 
44  ranee  and  underilanding,  they  will  be  well  fatisfied; 
44  and  if  they  be  of  an  oppofite  character,  theydeferve 
44  no  indulgence.”! 

When  Agelilaus,  king  of  Sparta,  was  prefented 
by  the  Thrafians  with  a large  quantity  of  the  moil 
delicious  eatables  and  coilly  liquors,  he  directed  the 

* Cicero.  f Plutarch. 
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whole  to  be  didributed  amongd  the  (laves  who  ferved 
in  the  camp.  The  Thafians  with  the  utmod  furprife 
demanded  the  reafon  of  his  conduct;  and  he  nobly- 
replied,  It  is  beneath  the  character  of  men  of  probity 
and  courage  to  provoke  and  corrupt  their  appetites  with 
dainties . Such  delicacies  are  fit  only  forfiaves,  who 
afpire  to  no  higher  pleafures  than  thofe  of  eating  and 
drinking;  and  to  them  I have  therefore  difpenfed  your 
prefents .* 

Alexander,  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the  midd 
of  victories,  behaved  on  a fimilar  occafion  with  equal 
wifdom  and  magnanimity.  For  when  Ada,  queen  of 
Caria,  fent  him  meats  drelTed  in  the  mod  exquifite 
manner,  and  Ikilful  cooks  of  every  kind,  he  informed 
her  that  thefe  favours  were  of  little  value  to  him,  fince 
his  governor,  Leonidas,  had  long  fince  furnifhed  him 
with  two  of  the  bed  ijnnifters  to  his  appetite,  tem- 
perance and  exercife. 

I (hall  conclude  this  article  with  the  following  paf- 
fage  from  Petrarch,  a celebrated  Italian  poet,  whofe 
fociety  was  courted  by  men  of  the  highed  rank ; and 
who,  notwithdanding  he  had  free  accefs  to  the  lux- 
urious tables  of  Bifliops,  Cardinals,  Princes,  and 
Popes,  thus  exprefles  liimfelf  concerning  the  pleafures 
of  eating : — c<  I prefer  the  mod  fimple  meats  prepared 
“ without  art  or  labour;  and  think  that  no  cheer  is 
<c  more  delicious  than  the  fruits  and  herbs  of  my 
*c  garden.  I always  approved  a tade  conformable 
ff  to  nature.  Not  that  I diflike  a good  repad  now 

* Plut. 
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“ and  then,  but  it  fhould  come  very  rarely.  Among 
“ the  Romans,  before  the  conquefl  of  Afia,  the  cook 
<c  was  the  vilelt  of  Haves:  would  to  God  they  had 
c<  never  conquered  that  part  of  the  world  which  fnb- 
“ dued  them  by  its  foftnels  and  luxury !” 

THE  GLUTTON. 

i HE  Glutton  is  an  animal  of  the  Weafel  kind,, 
and  is  fo  called  from  his  voracious  appetite.  He  is 
found  in  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  Aha,  and 
America,  and  is  ufually  about  three  feet  long,  and 
a foot  and  a half  high.  His  body  is  long,  his  legs 
fliort;  and  he  takes  his  prey  by  furprife,  and  not  by 
purfuit.  Ele  climbs  a tree,  and  lurks  amongft  the 
thick  branches  or  it,  until  a Jeer,  or  fome  other  large 
animal  paiTes  underneath,  upon  whofe  back  he  im- 
petuoufly  calls  himfelf;  and  remaining  there  firm 
and  unlhaken,  by  the  flrength  and  fharpnefs  of  his 
claws,  he  eats  the  neck,  and  digs  a pafiage  to  the 
great  blood-velFels  which  lie  in  that  part.  The  af- 
frighted and  agonizing  deer  hies  in  vain.  His  infa- 
tiable  foe  continues  to  feaft  upon  him,  and  when  he 
drops,  leaves  him  not  till  he  has  confumed  the  whole 
carcafe.  When  the  ftomachof  the  glutton  has  been 
thus  gorged,  he  lies  torpid  fc-veral  days;  then  awakes 
again  to  afcend  fome  neighbouring  tree,  in  quell  of 
another  adventure. 

The  Ikin  of  this  animat  is  covered  with  a,  fur, 
which  is  highly  valued  for  its  beauty  and  lufirq. 


\ 
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THE  ASS. 

The  Duke  of  Bridgwater’s  canal  terminates  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  from  Manchefter.  One  branch 
of  it  communicates  with  Liverpool,  by  the  river 
Merfey,  into  which  it  falls  below  Runcorn;  another 
is  carried  into  the  centre  of  his  Grace’s  collieries  at 
Worfley,  and  by  means  of  it  this  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood are  fupplied  with  large  quantities  of  coal. 
Small  loads  are  permitted  to  be  fold,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor;  and  a confiderable  number  of  little  carts, 
each  drawn  by  a lingle  afs,  are  conflantly  employed 
to  convey  and  dirtribute  this  article,  fo  neceffary  to 
the  comfort  and  even  to  the  fupport  of  life. 

One  frofly  day,  about  noon,  Euphronius  walked 
towards  the  Duke’s  wharf,  accompanied  by  Alexis 
and  Jacobus.  As  they  were  defcending  a Hope  in 
the  road,  which  the  ice  had  rendered  almort  as  flip- 
pery  as  glafs,  they  turned  on  one  fide  to  make  way 
for  an  afs,  with  a cart  very  heavily  laden.  The  liule 
animal  exerted  all  his  powers,  and  firained  every 
nerve  to  afcend  the  brow:  but  all  his  efforts  were  in 
vain:  his  feet  hided,  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  the 
cart  rolled  down  the  declivity,  dragging  backwards 
the  affrighted  afs.  Provoked  at  this  difappointment, 
the  driver  lafhed  the  poor  heart:  in  the  molt  unmer- 
ciful manner;  yet  could  not  by  his  utmort:  fe verity 
urge  him  to  a fecond  attempt.  He  remained  invin- 
cible and  immoveable;  and  as  if  equally  confcious 
of  his  inability  and  of  his  fervitude,  he  bore  with 
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patient  but  inert  fubmiHion  the  cruel  flripes  that 
were  infli&ed  on  him. 

Euphronius  interpofed  in  favour  of  the  afs,  but 
neither  reafon,  entreaty,  nor  menaces  availed;  and 
the  carter  continued  his  blows,  till  Jacobus  offered 
the  few  halfpence  which  he  had  in  his  pofTefTion,  to 
bribe  hitn  to  humanity.  The  little  party  now  pro- 
ceeded in  their  walk,  and  were  highly  entertained  with 
the  various  materials  for  the  manufactures  of  Man- 
chefter,  which  lay  piled  in  heaps  around  them.  Their 
refpe&ive  ufes  were  confidered,  and  the  diverfified 
exertions  of  human  art  and  induftry  afforded  the  moll 
copious  and  pleafing  topics  of  converfation.  Whilft 
they  were  thus  engaged,  a loud  huzza  was  heard, 
and  the  curiofity  of  Alexis  induced  him  to  pafs  on- 
wards to  a number  of  men  from  whom  it  proceeded, 
and  who  were  {landing  together  in  a circle  on  the 
wharf.  Juft  as  he  approached  them,  another  fhout 
of  joy  was  raifed,  and  he  learned  that  each  individual 
prefent  was  deciding,  by  the  throw  of  a halfpenny, 
whether  the  mule  or  als  employed  in  his  cart  ihould 
have  a feed  of  corn  at  noon,  or  whether  the  value 
of  the  provender  fhould  be  applied  to  the  purchafe 
of  fpirituous  liquors  for  himfelf:  and  whenever  chance 
proved  favourable  to  injuftice.  and  debauchery,  the 
whole  crowd  united  in  the  cry  of  exultation.  Eu- 
phronius, {hocked  with  this  account,  retired  from  the 
wharf,  deeming  it  in  vain  to  expoftulate  with  men 
who  appeared  to  be  devoid  of  all  humanity,  and  who 
would  have  hlenced  his  remonftrances  by  rudenefs 
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and  abufe.  But  to  his  fons,  as  they  walked  along, 
he  explained  and  enforced  the  indifpenfable  obliga- 
tion we  are  under  to  provide  fufficient  fupplies  of 
food  for  every  creature  that  is  dependent  on  us:  and 
he  quoted  the  divine  command,  Thou  Jhalt  not  muzzle 
the  ox  when  he  treadeth  out  the  corn , as  extending  to 
all  the  animals  which  are  fubfervient  to  our  benefit. 
Intereft,  indeed,  with  refpeft  to  many  of  them,  hath 
conftrained  us  to  pay  fome  attention  to  this  duty: 
but  the  poor  afs  feems  to  be  regarded  as  an  outcaft 
of  nature;  and  after  a day  of  toil  and  drudgery,  he 
is  turned  into  the  lanes,  during  the  hours  which  fliould 
be  devoted  to  ileep,  to  collect  a fcanty  and  precarious 
meal,  which  ferves  rather  to  excite  than  to  fatisfy  the 
cravings  ot  his  appetite.  Id  is  tamenefs,  humility,  and 
patience,  inftead  of  raifing  pity  and  regard,  have  ex- 
pofed  him  to  contempt,  to  inlult,  and  oppreilion.  We 
defpife  his  fervices,  becaufe  they  are  purchafed  cheaply ; 
we  overload  him  with  our  burdens,  becaufe  he  is  paf- 
five  under  them;  we  fcourge  him  with  capricious 
feverity,  becaufe  he  fubmits  to  the  rod;  and  we  deny 
him  proper  fuftenance,  becaufe  he  is  tolerant  of  hun- 
ger, and  contented  with  the  weeds  which  other  ani- 
mals reject.  Yet  is  the  afs,  in  that  ftate  of  freedom 
for  which  nature  formed  him,  attive,  fierce,  and  im- 
petuous. In  the  deferts  of  Lybia  and  Numidia,  and 
111  fome  parts  of  South-America,  when  purfued  by 
the  hunter,  he  runs  with  amazing  fwiftnefs,  and  nei- 
ther declivities  nor  precipices  can  flop  his  career.  If 
attacked,  he  defends  hfiufelf  with  courage  and  nitre- 
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pidity;  but  the  moment  he  is  overpowered,  his  fpirit 
becomes  deprefTed,  his  ferocity  deferts  him,  and  he 
foon  contracts  the  dulnefs  and  flupidity  which  cha- 
racterize his  fpecies  in  all  thofe  countries  where  he  is 
reduced  to  fervitude. 

The  Perfians  efteem  his  flefh  a very  delicate  repaft; 
but  a warm  climate  feems  to  be  necefiary  to  its  ten- 
dernefs  and  flavour.  In  proportion  to  his  bulk,  the 
afs  is  ftronger  than  the  horfe;  he  is  alfo  more  healthy, 
and  Iefs  liable  to  hart  or  humble.  He  is  fond  of  his 
maher,  although  fo  often  abufed  by  him;  fcents  him 
at  a dihance,  and  dihinguifhes  him  from  others  in  a 
crowd.  His  eyes  are  remarkably  good,  and  his  fenfe 
of  hearing  is  acute.  The  nicety  of  this  animal  is 
worthy  of  notice.  He  drinks  only  of  the  cleared: 
hreams,  and  without  putting  his  nofe  into  the  water; 
fears  to  wet  his  feet,  and  turns  out  of  the  way  to 
avoid  the  miry  parts  of  a road.  The  period  of  his 
life  extends  from  twenty  to  thirty  years.  Mr.  BufFon 
fays,  that  the  fhe-afs  exceeds  the  male  in  longevity, 
which  he  afcribes  to  the  relaxation  of  her  flavery 
during  the  feafons  of  pregnancy.  But  the  fame 
obfervation  has  been  made  of  the  hare,  which  lives 
in  a date  of  nature;  and  it  may  perhaps  hold  true  of 
a variety  of  other  animals.  “ In  the  human  fpecies  it 
“ has  been  fully  evinced,  that  the  life  of  males  is  much 
“ more  frail  than  that  of  females,  even  in  the  earlieft 
“ flages  of  it,  antecedent  to  all  hardlhip  or  excefs.”* 

* See  Dr.  Price’s  Treatife  on  Reverflonary  Payments,  and  the 
author’s  oblervations  on  the  itate  of  Population  in  Manchefter,  and 
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The  /kin  of  the  afs  is  firm  and  elaftic.  Sieves, 
drums,  fhoes,  and  a fort  of  parchment  for  pocket- 
books,  are  made  of  it.  The  Orientals  alfo  manufac- 
ture it  into  what  we  call  fhagreen.  It  is  probable 
that  the  bones  of  this  animal,  like  the  hide,  are  of  a 
very  folid  and  compact  texture.  The  ancients  formed 
them  into  flutes,  and  they  are  faid  to  have  been  pe- 
culiarly fonorous.  Afs’s  milk  differs  effential ly  from 
that  of  the  cow.  It  is  neither  difpofed  to  turn  four, 
nor  is  it  capable  of  being  reduced  to  a curd,  though 
by  handing  it  depofits  a mucilaginous  part,  and  af- 
fords a confiderable  quantity  of  "whey.  Very  little 
cream  is  obtained  from  it,  and  this  cream  is  not  con- 
vertible into  butter.  If  the  whey  be  evaporated,  it 
yields  a much  larger  proportion  of  faline  and  faccha- 
rine  matter  than  the  milk  of  any  other  animal.  From 
theie  qualities  are  derived  the  well-known  medicinal 
powers  of  afs’s  milk. 


PRIDE  AND  PEDANTRY. 

Julius  returned  from  Cambridge  elated  with 
certain  academical  honours  which  had  been  conferred 
upon  him.  He  had  anticipated  in  his  imagination 
the  joy  with  which  he  fhould  infpire  his  parents,  the 
congratulations  of  his  friends,  and  the  refpeft  and 
deference  which  would  be  fhewn  him  by  all  his  former 
companions,  b ull  of  fuch  ideal  importance,  he  re- 
ceived the  compliments  of  thofe  who  came  to  vifit 

rimenta^06111  5 PhilofoPhica,»  Medical,  and  Expo 
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him,  with  haughty  civility  and  mortifying  condefcen- 
fion.  Inflead  of  obliging  inquiries  concerning  their 
families  or  connections,  he  talked  to  them  only  of 
Kimfelf,  or  of  his  college  acquaintance,  and  eagerly 
feized  every  opportunity  of  difplaying  the  fuperiority 
of  his  knowledge,  and  the  eflimation  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  profeffors,  and  by  fellow-commoners  of 
the  higheft  rank.  His  vanity  and  odentation  foon 
excited  univerfal  difguft;  and  his  pertnefs  and  paffion 
for  difputing  involved  him  in  numberlefs  quarrels. 
Whatever  opinion  was  advanced,  he  immediately  con- 
troverted it;  and  by  puzzling  his  antagonifl  with 
definitions  and  logical  diftinCtions,  lie  feldoin  failed  to 
obtain  a victory,  and  to  create  an  enemy.  He  had 
unfortunately  adopted  that  fyftem  of  fceptical  philo- 
fophy,  which  denies  exigence  to  matter;  and  he 
itrenuoufly  maintained,  that  all  external  objects  are 
only  things  perceived  by  fenfe:  and  what  do  we 
perceive,  faid  he,  but  our  own  ideas  and  fenfations? 
What  are  light  and  colours,  heat  and  cold,  extenfion 
and  figure,  but  fo  many  fenfations,  ideas,  or  mental 
impreflions  ? It  is  impoffible,  even  in  thought,  to 
feparate  thefe  from  perception;  and  no  truth  can  be 
more  felf-evident,  than  that  all  the  forms  of  body 
are  mere  phantafms,  and  have  their  exigence  in  the 
mind  alone.*  By  the  frequent  and  unfeafonable  intro- 
duction of  thefe  opinions,  fo  contradictory  to  the  com- 
mon fenfe  and  conviction  of  mankind,  he  damped  the 
pleafures  of  focial  intercourfe,  and  became  burden*- 

* See  Bi/hop  Berkely  and  Mr.  Hume. 
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ionic  to  the  whole  circle  of  his  father’s  friends.  It 
happened  in  the  month  of  January,  that  he  was  in- 
vited to  dine,  with  many  other  gentlemen,  at  the 
ho ufe  of  Sempronius,  who  refided  in  the  country. 

1 he  day  was  intenfely  cold,  and  the  ground  was  co- 
vered with  inow.  Julius,  as  he  rode  along,  foon 
entered  upon  his  favourite  topic,  with  the  companions 
of  his  vifit,  and  ridiculed  them  for  {hivering  at  what 
he  had  proved  to  be  only  a conceit  of  their  own 
minds.  Whilft  he  was  laughing  at  their  folly,  his 
horfe  plunged  into  a deep  drift,  and  overwhelmed 
himfelf  and  his  rider  with  fnow.  Julius,  terrified 
with  the  accident,  called  aloud  for  abidance,  but  his 
fellow-travellers  were  for  fome  time  deaf  to  his  en- 
treaties. They  retorted  his  jokes,  and  would  not 
attempt  to  extricate  him,  till  he  was  darved  into  n 
confefiion  of  the  reality  of  cold . The  fnow  had 
penetrated  Ins  clothes,  and  Ins  boots  were  filled  with 
water,  he  therefore  hadened  forward  to  the  houic 
of  Sempronius,  where  having  changed  his  garments, 
and  being  leated  at  the  table,  near  a glowing  fire, 
he  foon  bandhed  all  recollection  of  his  late  misfortune. 
The  entertainment  was  plentiful  and  elegant,  and  the 
gueds  found  their  appetites  diarpened  by  the  weather, 
and  by  the  ride  which  they  had  taken.  Julius  was 
'exceedingly  hungry,  and  was  beginning  to  fall  vo- 
racioudy  upon  a ilice  of  beef,  to  which  he  had  been 
-helped,  when  his  fervant  called  off  his  attention,  by 
a meffage  that  he  delivered  to  him.  His  face  being 
' Uined  afide  from  the  table,  the  gentleman  on  his 
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right  hand  conveyed  away  the  piece  of  beef,  and 
appropriated  it  to  his  own  ufe.  Julius  now  refumed 
with  eagernefs  his  knife  and  fork,  but  finding  his 
plate  empty,  he  complained  in  bitter  terms  of  the 
depredation  which  had  been  committed.  The  fead 
was  fufpended,  and  all  who  were  prefent  rejoiced  in 
the  difappointment  of  Julius..  They  urged  to  him, 
that  eating  was  an  ideal  pleafure , and  that  fpirit  can 
require  no  fuftenance . Sempronius  however  politely 
reftrained  the  general  mirth  on  this  occafion,  becaufe 
it  was  enjoyed  at  the  expence  of  an  individual,  who 
had  a claim  to  his  good  offices  and  protection;  and 
he  fent  him  a freffi  fupply  of  beef.  When  the  cra- 
vings of  nature  were  fatisfied,  Julius  began  to  feel 
that  he  was  feated  too  near  the  fire ; he  durd  not, 
however,  exprefs  his  uneafinefs,  led  he  fliould  draw 
upon  himfelf  fome  new  mortification.  But  the  heat 
at  length  became  intolerable,  and  he  darted  up  from 
his  feat,  exclaiming  that  he  diould  be  burnt  to  death. 
Vain,  however,  was  the  attempt  to  change  his  fitua- 
tion.  The  chair  in  which  he  had  been  fitting  was 
clofeiy  wedged  by  the  two  contiguous  ones,  and  he 
flood  a laughing-dock  for  the  whole  company.  Fire  I 
has  no  warmth  in  it , faid  one  to  him : look  through  the 
windows,  faid  another,  and  the  fnow  which  you  be- 
hold on  the  didant  hills  will  correfl  your  perception 
of  heat , by  the  contrary  perception  of  cold!  Julius 
could  no  longer  endure  the  raillery  which  was  poured 
upon  him.  He  forcibly  puffied  back  his  cnair,  and 
took  his  leave  of  the  company,  by  afiuring  them,  that 
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for  the  future  it  fliould  be  his  maxim  to  think  with 
the  wife , and  talk  with  the  vulgar. 

Julius  had  acquired  great  credit  at  Cambridge  by 
his  compofitions.  They  were  elegant,  animated, 
and  judicious;  and  feveral  prizes  at  different  times 
had  been  adjudged  to  him.  An  oration  which  he 
delivered  the  week  before  he  left  the  univerfity,  had 
been  honoured  with  particular  applaufe;  and  on  his 
return  home,  he  was  impatient  to  gratify  his  vanity, 
and  to  extend  his  reputation,  by  having  it  read  to  a 
number  of  his  father’s  literary  friends.  A party  was 
therefore  collected,  and  after  dinner  the  manufcript 
was  produced.  Julius  declined  the  office  of  reader, 
becaufe  he  had  contracted  a hoarfenefs  on  his  journey; 
and  a conceited  young  man  with  great  forwardnefs 
offered  his  fervices.  Whilfl  he  was  fettling  himfelf 
on  his  feat,  licking  his  lips,  adjufling  his  mouth, 
hawking,  hemming,  and  making  other  ridiculous 
preparations  for  the  performance  which  he  had  un- 
dertaken, a profound  filence  reigned  through  the 
company,  the  united  effeCt  of  attention  and  expecta- 
tion. Alexis,  whom  Euphronius  had  carried  with 
him  to  this  entertainment,  employed  the  prefent  in- 
terval in  watching  the  countenance  of  Julius ; and  he 
fympathized  in  the  anxiety  which  he  faw  expreffed 
in  every  feature  of  his  face.  The  reader  at  length 
began;  but  his  tone  of  voice  was  fo  fhrill  and  diffo- 
nant,  his  utterance  fo  vehement,  his  pronunciation  fo 
affeCted,  his  emphafis  fo  injudicious,  and  his  accents 
were  fo  improperly  placed,  that  good  manners  alone 


IdO 


A FATHER'S 


retrained  the  laughter  of  the  audience.  Julius  was 
all  this  wnile  upon  the  rack,  and  his  arm  was  more 
than  once  extended  to  fnatch  his  compofition  from 
the  coxcomb  who  delivered  it.  But  he  proceeded, 
with  full  confidence  in  his  own  elocution,  uniformly 
overftepping,  as  Shakefpeare  expreffes  it,  the  modeftv 
of  nature. 

<c  With  Itudied  improprieties  of  fpeech, 

“ He  foars  beyond  the  hackney  critic’s  reach; 
f t To  epiibets  allots  emphatic  ftate, 

" Whilft  principals  ungrac’d  like  lacquies  wait. 

“ Conjunftion,  prepofition,  adverb  join, 

4‘  To  ftamp  new  vigour  on  the  nervous  line. 

“ In  monofyllables  his  thunders  roll ; 

<(  He,  she,  it,  and,  we,  ye,  they,  fright  the  foul.” 

Churchill, 

When  the  oration  was  concluded,  the  gentlemen 
returned  their  thanks  to  the  author;  but  the  compli- 
ments which  they  paid  him  were  more  expreflive  of 
politenefs  and  civility  than  of  a convi&ion  of  his  merit. 
Indeed  the  beauties  of  his  compofition  had  been 
converted,  by  bad  reading,  into  blemifhes,  and  the 
fenfe  of  it  rendered  obfeure  and  even  unintelligible. 
Julius  and  his  father  could  not  conceal  their  vexation 
and  dilappointment;  and  the  guefts  perceiving  that 
they  laid  them  under  a painful  reftraint,  withdrew  as 
foon  as  decency  permitted  to  their  refpe&ive  habitations. 
The  poet  has  qbferved,  that 

“ Of  all  the  conquefls  which  vain  mortals  boaft, 

“ by  wit,  by  valour,  or  by  wifdom  won, 

“ The  firft  and  fairefl:  in  a young  man’s  eye 
Is  woman’s  captive  heart.” 
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Julius  panted  for  fuch  a vi&ory;  he  believed  him- 
felf  to  be  the  objeft  of  the  ladies’  admiration;  but 
was  ambitious  to  be  diftinguiflied  by  their  love . And 
he  offered  his  ardent  vows  at  the  dirine  of  every  fair 
damfel  with  whom  he  converfed.  Daphne,  however, 
was  the  haughty  maiden  whom  he  widied  mod  to 
fubdue.  Againfl  her  heart  he  directed  all  the  amo- 
rous artillery  of  ancient  lore;  and  he  wooed  her,  not 
as  a Venus  or  Minerva,  but  as  a divinity,  who  united 
in  her  fingle  perfon  the  graces  and  attributes  of  each 
nymph  and  goddefs  in  the  heathen  mythology.  But 
as  the  ideas  of  beauty  are  varied  by  time,  caprice, 
and  fafhion,  his  claffical  compliments  were  not  always 
acceptable.  Thus  when  he  aferibed  to  her  the 
coldnefs  of  Veda,  and  the  chadity  of  Diana,  die 
hung  down  her  head  in  bafhful  confufion  ; but  when 
in  the  poetical  language  of  Homer,  Horace,  Ovid, 
and  Tibullus,  he  praifed  her  oxen  eyes,  bufhy  eye- 
brows, golden  trejfes,  and  plump  bofom , die  received 
with  difdain  the  incenfe  of  flattery,  which  was  for- 
merly fo  grateful  to  the  ladies  of  antiquity.  For  die 
had  taken  infinite  pains  to  pluck  her  eye-brows,  to 
change  from  red  to  auburn  the  colour  of  her  hair, 
and  to  contraft  her  bulk  by  the  trammels  of  whale- 
bone. Julius,  in  reality,  was  not  the  favourite  of 
Daphne.  Modedy,  gentlenefs,  and  dmplicity  of 
manners,  were  charms  that  lie  wanted,  to  render 
him  agreeable;  and  her  heart  had  been  long  in  the 
poffedion  of  a youth  who  undervalued  a prize  which 
he  had  too  eafily  obtained.  To  fix  her  roving  lover. 
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by  alarming  his  fears,  and  roufing  his  jealoufy,  {he 
liftened  with  apparent  approbation  to  the  addreffes  of 
Julius;  and  his  boafting  foon  infured  the  fuccefs  of 
her  ftratagem.  As  he  was  h aliening  to  her  houfe 
one  morning  with  an  ode  to  beauty,  which  he  had 
juft  written  in  imitation  of  Anacreon,  he  faw  her  at  a 
diftance,  palling  out  of  a private  door  of  the  church, 
habited  in  white,  and  accompanied  by  his  rival  in 
the  drefs  of  a bridegroom.  As  one  thunder-ftruck, 
he  flood  appalled  and  motionlefs,  till  recovered  to 
his  fenfes  by  the  delivery  of  the  following  billet: 
6e  Daphne,  perfuaded  that  Julius  courted  himfelf, 
<c  and  not  her,  leaves  him  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
<c  his  miftrefs,  who  will  remain  writh  conftancy  the. 
<c  dearobjeft  of  his  vanity,  admiration,  and  love.” 
Such  were  the  varied  mortifications  which  Julius 
buffered.  By  degrees,  however,  they  produced  the 
moft  falutary  effe&s  upon  his  mind ; corre&ing  his 
arrogance,  humbling  his  pride,  and  teaching  him  the 
art  of  felf-government.  Experience  convinced  him 
that  learning  is  only  refpe£led,  when  it  is  rather 
concealed  than  oftentatioully  difplayed;  that  fuperi- 
ority,  when  affumed,  is  feldom  admitted,  and  gene- 
rally rejected  with  fcorn ; and  that  to  make  others 
pleafed  with  us,  we  niuft  endeavour,  by  attention 
and  proper  deference,  to  render  them  fatisfied  and 
pleafed  with  themfelves, 
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VANITY. 

Cicero  left  Sicily,  where  he  had  been  qu^ftor, 
full  of  the  flattering  idea,  that  he  was  the  fubjeft  of 
general  convention  in  Italy;  and  that  he  fhould 
every  where  be  honoured  with  marks  of  the  higheft 
diftin&ion,  for  the  wifdom  and  integrity  which  he  had 
difplayed  in  that  arduous  office.  He  happened 
to  pafs  through  Puzzoli,  in  the  feafon  when  crowds 
of  company  reforted  to  the  celebrated  baths  of  that 
place.  Pray  what  news?  faid  one  to  him.  Is  it 
long  fince  you  came  from  Rome  ? I am  returning 
from  my  province,  replied  Cicero,  with  great  fur- 
prize.  True,  obferved  another,  from  Africa.  No, 
anfwered  Cicero,  with  indignation,  from  Sicily. 
You  furely  know,  interpofed  a third,  that  he  has 
been  qureftor  at  Syracufe.  This  was  a farther  in- 
stance of  mortifying  ignorance,  for  his  province  lay 
in  a different  part  of  the  ifland;  and  Cicero,  abafhed 
and  difgufled,  turned  away  from  the  company,  to 
avoid  any  more  interrogations.  Reflexion,  however, 
he  informs  us,  converted  this  difappointment  into  a 
Icffon  of  inftru&ion ; and  he  derived  advantages  from 
it,  which  overbalanced  the  lofs  of  compliment  and 
admiration.3* 
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* Vid.  Cic.  Orat.  pro.  Plane. 
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grain  of  wheat,  in  a fpace  of  time  not  much  exceed- 
ing twelve  months,  three  pecks  and  three  quarters 
of  corn,  or  about  five  hundred  and  feventy-fix  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  forty  grains.  An  aftonifhing 
multiplication!  produced  by  repeatedly  dividing  the 
Hems,  feparatiiig  the  fide-fhoots,  and  tranfplanting 
both. 

Not  lefs  capable  of  increafe  is  every  feed  of  know- 
ledge, if  Town  in  a fertile  underflanding,  and  culti- 
vated  with  the  fame  affiduity,  fkill,  and  perfeverance. 
Demonftrate  to  the  human  mind  the  exigence  of 
God,  and  from  this  root  all  the  attributes  of  the 
Divinity  branch  forth ; his  unity,  fpirituality,  eternity, 
immutability,  omnipotence,  omniprefence,  wifdom, 
juftrce,  andgoodnefs;  thefe  again  admit  of  eudle.s 
frbdivifions,  each  enlarging  with  our  conceptions, 
aid  affording  boundlefs  obje&s  of  contemplation. 

Philofophy,  from  the  mod  common  appearance  m 
nature,  the  fall  of  bodies  to  the  ground,  riles,  by  a 
patient  analyfis , to  the  great  law  of  gravitation ; and 
having  eftablifhed  the  general  principle,  fhe  extends 
it  over  the  univerfe,  explaining,  by  fynihejts,  not  only 
the  phcenomena  of  this  earth,  but  the  revolutions  of 
the  whole  planetary  fyftem.  What  a glorious  hal- 
ved of  fcience  is  thus  opened  to  our  view  1 

— “ Seiz’d  in  thought, 

“ On  fmcy’s  wild  and  roving  wing  I fail, 

“ From  the  green  borders  of  the  peopled  earth, 

“ And  the  pale  moon,  her  duteous  fair  attendant ; 

“ From  folitary  Mars ; from  the  vaft  orb 
Of  Jupiter,  whofe  huge  gigantic  bulk 
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Dances  in  ether  like  the  Iighteft  leaf ; 

“ To  the  dim  verge,  the  fuburbs  of  the  fyftem, 

“ Where  cheerlefs  Saturn,  ’midft  his  wat’ry  moons, 

“ Girt  with  a lucid  zone,  majeftic  fits 
“ In  gloomy  grandeur;  like  an  exil'd  queen 

Among (l  her  weeping  handmaids.  Fearlefs  thence 
“ 1 launch  into  the  tracklefs  deeos  of  fpace, 

“ Where,  burning  round,  ten  thoufand  funs  appear, 

“ Of  elder  beam ; which  afk  no  leave  to  (hine 
“ Of  our  terreftrial  ftar,  nor  borrow  light 
“ From  the  proud  regent  of  our  fcanty  day; 

“ Sons  of  the  morning,  firft-born  of  creation, 

**  And  only  lefs  than  Kim  who  marks  their  track, 

“ And  guides  their  fiery  wheels.  Here  mull  I flop, 

44  Or  is  there  aught  beyond?  What  hand  unfeen 
“ Impels  me  onward  through  the  glowing  orbs 
“ Of  habitable  nature;  far  remote, 

“ To  the  dread  confines  of  eternal  night, 

“To  folitudes  of  vail  unpeopled  fpace, 

“ The  deferts  of  creation,  wide  and  wild; 

“ Where  embryo  fyftems  and  unkindled  funs 
“ Sleep  in  the  womb  of  chaos?  Fancy  droops, 

“ And  thought  aftonifli’d  Hops  her  bold  career.” 

Mrs.  Barbauld. 

But  if  we  defcend  from  the  fcale  of  immenfity,  and 
confider  the  oppofite  extreme  of  nature,  we  (hall  find 
that  the  gradations  of  minutenefs  are  infinite,  as  thofe 
of  magnitude;  and  that  they  furnifh  fubje&s  of 
fcience,  lefs  fublime  indeed,  but  equally  inexhauftible. 
Let  us  contemplate,  for  inftance,  the  various  clafles 
of  beings,  from  the  monftrous  hippopotamos  to  the 
final  left  animalcula  which  the  microfcope  has  yet 
difcovercd,  and  we  fhall  perceive  the  evidence  of  this 
tiuth.  But  it  will  appear  ftill  more  ftriking  to  us, 
when  we  reflect  that  life  is  probably  extended  far 
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beyond  the  ken  of  the  moil  piercing  eye,  aided  by  the 
bed  magnifiers.  And  life,  by  analogy,  implies  that 
the  animals  are  endued  with  limbs,  which  confifl  of 
mufcles,  bones,  blood-veflels,  and  nerves.  Thefe 
again  have  their  component  parts,  the  divifibility  of 
which  feems  to  admit  of  no  limitation. 

Ethics  afford  a fpacious  field  for  the  growth  and 
cultivation  of  the  choicell  fcions  of  knowledge.  A 
celebrated  poet  remarks,  that  “ the  proper  ftudy  of 
mankind  is  man;”  and  this  ftudy  originates  from  the 
fmalleft  beginnings;  enlarges,  as  the  faculties  of  the 
mind  unfold  themfelves;  and  comprehends,  in  its 
progrefs,  all  the  powers  and  principles  which  actuate 
human  nature,  through  the  fucceffive  ftages  of  exig- 
ence. In  the  period  of  infancy,  the  appetites  and 
fenfes  are  developed,  exercifed,  and  flrengthened ; 
they  give  information  of  furrounding  objects ; excite 
attention,  complacency,  furprize,  and  admiration; 
and  the  notices  they  bring  are  treafured  in  the  ftore- 
houfe  of  the  memory.  By  the  frequent  repetition  of 
agreeable  impreflions,  certain  objects  become  pleafing 
and  familiar  to  the  young  fpeXator.  He  diftinguilhes 
his  parents,  brothers,  and  filters;  is  uneafy  when  they 
are  abfent,  and  delighted  to  fee  them  again.  Thefe 
emotions  foon  conltitute  a moral  attachment,  which 
reciprocal  endearments  heighten,  gratitude  confirms, 
and  habit  renders  indiffoluble.  The  amufements  of 
childhood,  and  the  active  purfuits  of  youth,  add 
every  day  fome  new  link  to  the  great  chain  of  focial 
love.  Connexions  are  multiplied,  common  interells 
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efhibl idled,  mutual  dependencies  created;  and  the 
principles  of  fympathy,  frienddiip,  generofity,  and 
benevolence,  acquire  vigour  by  exertion,  and  energy 
by  being  uncontrolled.  The  powers  of  the  under- 
handing  and  imagination  now  expand  themfelves; 
curiofity  is  awakened,  and  dire&ed  to  other  objects 
befides  thofe  of  fenfe;  emulation  rouzes;  the  third 
of  knowledge  ftimulates;  and  the  fade  for  beauty,  in 
all  her  varied  forms,  allures  the  mind  to  dudy  and 
contemplation.  The  fcenes  of  nature,  at  this  period 
of  life,  are  viewed  with  peculiar  admiration  and  de- 
light ; and  the  figns  of  order,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs, 
which  are  every  where  difcerned,  elevate  the  ideas 
to  the  great  Parent  of  the  univerfe,  the  fountain  of 
being,  and  the  origin  of  all  perfe&ion.  Devotion 
glows  in  the  heart;  reverence  fills  the  thoughts;  and 
piety  exalts  the  foul  to  an  intercourfe  with  God. 

Cherifh,  oh  generous  youth,  the  facred  flame,  thus 
kindled  in  thy  bread]  It  will  be  a light  to  thy  feet , 
and  a lamp  to  thy  path  ; will  illuminate  thy  faculties; 
fublime  thy  virtues;  add  ludre  to  thy  profperity; 
and  difpel  with  cheering  beams  the  gloom  of  forrow 
and  adverfity. 

In  manhood,  thepurfuit  of  wealth  or  of  honour, 
the  duties  of  marriage,  the  cares  of  a family,  and  the 
di  verbified  odices  of  each  particular  rank  and  dat-on, 
call  forth  into  exertion  other  pafhons,  or  vary  the 
iorce  and  direction  of  thofe  already  experienced. 

Old  age  at  length  creeps  dowly  on.  The  ge- 
neroui  affections  abate  in  their  vigour  and  warmth; 
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and  anxiety,  fufpicion,  fearfulnefs,  and  tlie  love  of 
money,  by  infenfible  degrees,  too  often  take  poffeflion 
of  the  mind.  Life  increafes  in  value,  the  nearer  the 
conclufion  of  it  approaches;  and  the  means  of  enjoy- 
ment become  moft  prized,  when  the  end  for  which 
they  are  defigned  ceafes  to  be  attainable. 

Such  are  generally  the  weaknefles  of  declining 
nature;  which,  though  wifdom  condemns,  hie  for- 
bids us  not  to  pity.  Happy  is  he,  who  having 
ftudied  the  complicated  hiftory  of  man,  knows  the 
fubordination,  and  holds  the  balance  of  his  leveral 
moral  and  intelle&ual  powers;  who  can  gratify,  and 
yet  regulate  his  appetites;  indulge,  but  moderate  his 
palTions;  and  fetting  bounds  to  all,  maintain  inviolate 
the  fupremacy  of  reafon. 

Thus  it  appears  that  in  theology,  natural  philo- 
fophv,  and  ethics,  the  feeds  of  knowledge,  when 
cultivated  with  induhry  and  judgment,  yield  an  aho- 
nihiingand  inconceivable  increafe.  The  analogy  may 
be  extended  to  various  other  branches  of  learning; 
and  the  fame  important  truth  will  be  manifeft  in  all. 
Thankful,  devoutly  thankful,  fliould  thofe  be  to  the 
Sovereign  Difpenfer  of  good,  who  are  permitted  to 
reap  this  glorious  harvelt.  For  if  the  acquifition  of 
wealth,  or  the  attainment  of  power,  be  jultly  deemed 
fubje&s  of  gratitude  and  praife,  howT  much  more  fo 
are  the  riches  of  fcience,  and  the  empire  over  nature, 
which  is  her  dowry! 
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He  that  hath  treafures  of  his  own, 

“ May  quit  a cottage  or  a throne; 

“ May  leave  the  world — to  dwell  alone, 

**  Within  his  fpacious  mind. 

“ Locke  has  a foul 
“ Wide  as  the  fea, 

“ Calm  as  the  night, 

“ Bright  as  the  day; 

“ There  may  his  vaft  ideas  play, 

“ Nor  feel  a thought  confin’d.”  Watts. 

The  exercife  and  improvement  of  the  intelle&ual 
powers  will  probably  conditute  no  inconiiderable 
part  of  the  employment  and  felicity  of  man  in  a future 
life;  and  the  prefent  date  may  be  regarded  as  pro- 
bationary of  the  underdanding,  as  well  as  of  the 
heart.  Different  circumdances  call  forth  into  addon 
different  virtues  and  different  talents ; and  the  per- 
fection of  the  human  charader  appears  to  confift  in 
the  number  and . energy  of  both,  which  are  found 
united  in  it.  A variety  in  the  purfuits  of  knowledge 
fhould  therefore  feem  to  be  mod  conducive  to  the 
growth  and  vigour  of  our  feveral  faculties.  For  the 
activity  of  the  mind,  like  that  of  the  body,  is  in- 
creafed  by  multiplying  and  diverfifying  its  exercifes. 
The  brawny  arms  of  the  blackfmith,  and  the  drong 
back  of  the  porter,  are  produced  by  the  long-conti- 
nued exertion  of  particular  mufcles;  but  fuch  partial 
drength  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  agility  we 
fee  difplayed  by  thofe  who  have  almod  every 
moving  fibre  at  command. 

By  an  unwearied  application  to  one  branch  of 
learning,  a man  may  perhaps  become  a proficient  in 
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it.  But  the  lefs  Confined  his  views  are,  the  more 
eafy  and  fecure  will  be  the  attainment ; becaufe  the 
fciences,  whilft  they  invigorate  the  underftanding, 
elucidate  each  other.  It  is  a fa&,  I believe,  not  to  be 
controverted,  that  the  moff  diftinguifhed  phyficians, 
philofophers,  and  metaphyficians,  in  ancient  as  well 
as  modern  times,  have  been  perlons  of  general  eru- 
dition. The  names  of  Hippocrates,  Ariftotle,  Cicero, 
Pliny,  Bacon,  Boyle,  Locke,  Newton,  Hoffman, 
Haller,  and  Prieftley,  authenticate  the  remark,  and 
encourage  our  imitation. 

I cannot  conclude,  without  noticing  the  illiberal 
cenfures  we  are  apt  to  pafs  on  thofe  purfuits  of  know- 
ledge, which  do  not  feem  immediately  fubfervient  to 
the  benefit  of  mankind.  There  are  duties  which 
we  owe  to  ourfelves,  as  well  as  tofocietyj  and  he  is 
ufefully  and  honourably  employed,  whatever  be  his 
ftudy,  who  is  exalting  the  powers  of  his  own  mind, 
and  qualifying  himfelf,  as  a rational  being,  for  the 
enjoyments  of  immortality.  We  fliould  remember 
alfo,  that  active  talents,  however  acquired,  are  ca- 
pable, at  the  will  of  the  poffeffor,  of  being  applied  to 
the  mod  important  purpofes  of  life.  The  profound 
mathematician,  who  has  learned  the  habits  of  in- 
duftry  and  accuracy,  can  defcend  from  the  invefii- 
gation  of  the  beauty  of  ideas,  and  the  harmony  of 
proportions,  to  improve  the  ftru&ure  of  a machine, 
ascertain  the  variations  of  the  needle,  or  calculate  a 
nautical  almanack.  The  aftronomer,  antiquary,  and 
critic,  may.  unite  their  labours  to  fix  the  doubtful 
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dates  of  hiflory,  by  eftablifhing  a juft  chronology 
or  to  clear  the  obfcurities,  and  to  confirm  the  evidence, 
of  the  fiicred  fcriptures.  And  the  naturalift  may 
drop  the  chace  of  butterflies,  and  the  colle&ion  of 
infers,  to  exercife,  in  his  country’s  fervice,  the  know- 
lege  which  he  has  attained  of  their  fpecies,  habitudes, 
and  properties.  Not  tong  fince,  a kind  of  worms 
burrowed  in  the  timber  ufed  for  fhip-building  in  the 
royal  dock-yards  of  Sweden,  and  became  every  year 
more  numerous  and  deftru&ive.  The  king  fent  the 
celebiated  Tinnmus  from  Stockholm,  to  enquire  into 
the  caufe,  and  to  difcover  a remedy  for  this  growing 
evil.  He  found  that  the  worm,  was  produced  from  a 
fmall  egg,  depofited  by  a fly  or  beetle  in  the  little 
roughneffes  on  the  furface  of  the  wood  ; from  Whence 
the  worm,  as  foon  as  it  was  hatched,  began  to  eat 
jnto  the  fubftance  or  the  timber;  and  after  fome  time 
came  out  again  a fly  of  the  parent  kind,  leaving  be- 
hind its  little  eggs.  Linnmus  knew  that  the  month 
of  May  was  the  only  feafon  in  which  the  fly  laid 
thefe  eggs ; and  he  directed  all  the  green  timber  to  be 
thrown  into  the  fea  before  this  feafon  commenced* 
and  to  be  kept  under  water  till  the  end  of  it.  The 
flies  being  thus  deprived  of  their  ufual  nefts,  could 
not  increafe;  and  the  fpecies  in  a fhort  time  was 
either  deftroyed,  or  obliged  to  migrate  to  fome  other 
part  of  the  country.* 

Nor  are  thefe  obfervations  to  be  confined  to  fcientific 
purfuits;  for  they  hold  equally  true  of  fkill  in  the 

* See  Franklin’s  Obfervations  and  Experiments. 
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mechanic  arts.  I have  been  informed  that  many  of 
the  workmen  who  invented  and  executed  the  curious 
baubles  in  Mr.  Cox’s  Mufeum,  are  now  employed  to 
the  greateft  advantage  in  conftru&ing  vaft  engines 
for  the  collieries  at  Whitehaven. 

COWARDICE  AND  INJUSTICE; 

COURAGE  AND  GENEROSITY. 

A Little  boy  was  amufing  himfelf  with  a top, 
which  he  whipped  with  great  expertnefs,  on  the  flags 
in  one  of  the  ftreets  of  Manchefter.  An  older  and 
more  lufty  boy,  happening  to  pafs  that  way,  fnatched 
up  the  top,  and  would  have  efcaped  with  it,  if  the 
proprietor  had  not  laid  hold  of  his  coat,  and  pre- 
vented his  flight.  Remonflrances,  however,  were 
vain ; and  when  the  little  boy  oftered  to  wreft  the 
top  out  of  his  hand,  with  more  fpirit  than  ftrength, 
he  received  fo  many  blows  from  the  plunderer,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  defifl.  Jacobus  was  returning 
from  fchool,  when  he  faw  the  combatants  at  adiftance ; 
and  he  haftened  to  them,  that  he  might  put  an  end 
to  a conteft  fo  unequal.  But  before  he  arrived,  the 
fenior  boy,  confcious  of  his  cowardice  and  injuftice, 
and  fearing  to  engage  with  one  who  was  his  match, 
threw  down  the  top,  and  ran  away  with  great  pre- 
cipitation. Jacobus  related  this  little  incident  to  his 
father;  and  informed  him,  that  the  boy  whom  he 
had  put  to  flight  was  a terror  to  all  others  inferior  to 
himfelf  in  flze  and  ftrength.  Euphronius  liftened  to 
his  fon  with  pleafure ; and  explained  to  him  the  nature 
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of  property,  and  the  bafenefs  of  depriving  another  of 
his  right  either  by  fraud  or  violence.  He  then  repeated 
the  following  ftory,  to  difplay  the  union  of  courage 
with  generofity;  and  to  fhew,  that  it  is  even  below 
brutality  to  attack  without  being  provoked,  or  to  take 
undue  advantage  of  the  feeblenefs  of  an  adverfary; 

“ I renlember  a certain  perfon  inhumanly  caft  a 

/ 

“ poor  little  dog  into  the  den  of  a lion,  in  full  aftu- 
“ ranee  of  feeing  him  immediately  devoured;  but 
C£  contrary  to  his  expectations,  the  noble  animal  not 
<£  only  fparedthe  victim,  butfoon  honoured  him  with 
4£  particular  afteCtion.  He  regarded  the  dog  as  an 
“ unfortunate  fellow-prifoner;  who,  on  his  part,  from 
<£  motives  of  gratitude,  was  conftantly  fawning  about 
££  his  generous  lord.  They  long  lived  together  in 
44  uninterrupted  peace  and  friendfhip;  one  watched, 
44  whilft  the  other  ilept.  Firft  the  lion  fed,  and  then 
46  his  humble  companion.  In  a word,  the  magna- 
44  nimity  of  the  one,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  other, 
44  had  united  them  in  the  clofeft  manner;  but  a care- 
44  lefs  fervant,  forgetting  that  other  creatures  require 
“ food  as  well  as  himfelf,  left  the  two  friends  twenty- 
<£  four  hours  without  victuals.  At  laft,  recollecting 
<c  his  charge,  he  brought  them  their  ufual  provifion  ; 
“ when  the  dog  eagerly  catched  at  the  firft  morfel. 
C£  But  it  was  at  the  expence  of  his  life;  for  the 
c<  hungry  lion  inftantly  feized  his  poor  companion, 
“ and  crufhed  him  to  death.  The  perpetration  of 
4<  this  horrid  deed  was  inftantly  fucceeded  by  a fevere 
“ and  painful  repentance.  The  lion’s  dejeCtion  daily 
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cc  increafed.  He  refufed  his  food  with  heroic  cou- 
<c  ftancy,  and  voluntarily  famifhed  himfelf  to  death.5** 

A CONVERSATION. 

Honour  and  flume  from  no  condition  rife.  Pori;. 

SaCCHARISSA  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Nature  had  given  her  a high  fpirit,  and  education 
had  faltered  it  into  pride  and  haughtinefs.  This  tem- 
per was  difplayed  in  every  little  competition  which 
ihe  had  with  her  companions.  She  could  not  brook 
the  lead  oppofition  from  thofe  whom  (lie  regarded  as 
her  inferiors;  and  if  they  did  not  immediately  fubmit 
to  her  inclination,  fhe  affumed  all  her  airs  of  dignity, 
and  treated  them  with  the  moft  fupercilious  contempt. 
She  domineered  over  her  father’s  fervants;  always 
commanding  their  good  offices  with  the  voice  of 
authority,  and  difdaining  the  gentler  language  of 
requeft.  Euphronius  was  walking  with  her  yefter- 
day,  when  the  gardener  brought  her  a nofegay, 
which  file  had  ordered  him  to  collect.  You  block- 
head! file  cried,  as  he  delivered  it  to  her;  wdiat 
flrange  flowers  you  have  cliofen,  and  how  awkwardly 
you  have  put  them  together!  Blame  not  the  man 
with  fo  much  harflmefs,  faid  Euphronius,  becaufe  his 
tafle  is  different  from  yours!  He  meant  to  pleafe 
you;  and  his  good  intention  merits  your  thanks,  and 
not  your  cenfure.  Thanks!  replied  Sacchariffa, 
fcornfully;  he  is  paid  for  his  fervices,  and  it  is  his 
duty  to  perform  them.  And  if  he  do  perform  them, 

* See  Count  Teflin’s  Letters  to  the  Prince  Royal  of  Sweden, 
vol.  i.  p.  194* 
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he  acquits  himfelf  of  his  duty,  returned  Euphronius. 
The  obligation  is  fulfilled  on  his  fide;  and  you  have 
no  more  right  to  upbraid  him  for  executing  your 
orders  according  to  his  bed  ability,  than  he  has  to 
claim,  from  your  father,  more  wages  than  were  co- 
venanted to  be  given  him.  But  he  is  a poor  depen- 
dent, faid  Saccharifla,  and  earns  a livelihood  by  his 
daily  labour.  That  livelihood,  anfwered  Euphronius, 
is  the  juft  price  of  his  labour;  and  if  he  receive  no- 
thing farther  from  your  hands,  the  account  is  ba- 
lanced between  you.  But  a generous  perfon  com- 
paftionates  the  lot  of  thofe,  who  are  neceftitated  to 
toil  for  hs  benefit  or  gratification.  He  lightens 
their  burthens;  treats  them  with  kindnefs  and  af- 
feftion;  ftudies  to  promote  their  intereft  and  hap- 
pinefs;  and,  as  much  as  poftible,  conceals  from  them 
their  fervitude  and  Its  fuperiority.  The  diftinftions 
of  rank  and  fortune  he  regards  as  accidental;  and 
though  the  circumftances  of  life  require  that  there 
fliould  be  hewers  of  wood. , cud  drewtrs  of  weter , yet 
he  forgets  not  that  mankind  are  by  nature  equal ; all 
being  the  offspring  of  God,  the  fubjeas  of  his  moral 
government,  and  jo  nt  heirs  of  immortality.  A con- 
duadireaedby  fuch  principles  gives  a mafter  claim*, 
which  no  money  can  purchafe,  no  labour  can  repay. 
His  affeaion  can  only  be  compenfated  by  love;  his 
k ndnefs,  by  gratitude;  and  his  cordiality,  by  the 
fervice  of  the  heart. 

Sacchariffa  heard  thefe  remonftrances  with  aftonifh* 
ment ; and  was  fhocked  at  the  idea  of  being  de- 
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graded  to  an  equality  with  her  father’s  domeftics, 
Euphronius  perceived  the  emotions  of  her  mind ; and 
thus  continued  the  converfation.  In  the  form  and 
ftru&ure  of  their  bodies,  you  mud  acknowledge  that 
they  bear  a perfeft  refemblance  to  you.  Perhaps 
you  will  confefs,  alfo,  that  they  excel  you  in  health, 
ftrength,  and  agility.  They  can  endure  the  heats  of 
fummer,  and  the  rigours  of  winter,  the  cravings  of 
hunger,  and  the  fatigues  of  labour ; whilfl  you  fliiver 
with  the  fummer's  breeze,  obey  every  call  of  ap- 
petite, and  are  incapable  of  toil  or  hardfhip.  Thus 
your  more  elevated  flation  increafes  your  wants,  and 
leflens  your  perfonal  abilities  to  fupply  them:  and 
you  are  dependent  on  the  induflry  and  /kill  of  thou- 
fands  for  your  food,  raiment,  and  habitation.  Sac- 
charifla  ftartled  at  the  word  dependent  ; and  urged 
Euphronius  to  explain  his  meaning.  Remember, 
then,  faid  he,  that  if  I mortify  your  pride,  it  is  in 
compliance  with  your  requeft.  Y ou  are  no  Granger 
to  the  competition  of  bread;  but  it  is  probable  that 
you  never  confidered  how  much  art  and  labour  are 
neceflary  to  furnifh  you  with  this  plain  and  common 
article  of  diet.  The  farmer  and  his  hinds  fow  the 
grain,  reap  it  when  ripe,  gather  it  into  the  barn, 
thrafh  it,  and  feparate  the  chaff  from  the  wheat. 
Thefe  operations  require  the  plough,  the  harrow,  the 
fickle,  the  cart,  the  flail,  and  the  winnower;  inftru- 
ments  which  give  employment  to  numberlefs  hands, 
in  the  workmanfhip  or  materials  of  them.  Take  the 
plough  for  an  example.  It  cpnfifts  of  iron  and  wood. 
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Iron  is  dug  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  per- 
haps  tranfported  to  us  from  Sweden  or  America. 
The  ore  of  it  is  to  be  calcined,  fufed,  caft,  and 
wrought  into  bars,  before  the  metal  is  fitted  for  the 
artift,  who  is  to  fafhion  it.  Such  proceffes  cannot 
be  carried  on  without  furnaces,  bellows,  charcoal, 
and  a variety  of  tools  and  conveniences.  Thefe 
again  admit  of  further  fubdivifion ; and  you  fee  miners, 
fhipwrights,  failors,  fmelters,  coakers,  mafons,  black- 
fmiths,  & c.  &c.  unite  their  labours  to  complete  the 
ploughfhare. 

The  other  part  of  the  plough  is  generally  made  of 
the  wood  of  the  afh  and  of  the  oak;  and  employs 
the  planter,  feller,  favvyer,  and  carpenter,  befides  all 
the  artificers  who  furnifli  them  with  their  feveral  im- 
plements. When  the  wheat  is  feparated  from  the 
chaff,  it  is  put  into  facks,  and  fent  to  the  mill.  The 
facks  are  manufactured  of  hemp,  which  paffes  through 
a multiplicity  of  hands,  before  it  reaches  the  weaver; 
whofe  loom,  fhuttle,  and  reed,  are  again  the  pro- 
ductions of  a variety  of  artifls.  The  fame  obferva- 
tion  is  applicable  to  the  mill ; the  machinery  of  which 
confifts  of  fo  many  parts,  that  it  would  be  tedious  to 
attempt  the  enumeration  of  them. 

The  flour  being  thus  provided,  at  the  expence  of 
lb  much  time,  fkill,  and  induftry ; it  muft  be  mixed 
with  water,  yeaft,  and  fait,  and  then  baked  in  the 
oven.  Yeafl  pre-fuppofes  fermentation,  and  all  the 
antecedents  neceffary  to  effeCt  it.  Salt  is  either  ob- 
tained from  fea- water,  or  fprings  of  brine;  or  it  is 
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found  in  a cryftaline  form  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 
You  have  been  a witnefs,  at  Northwich,  to  the  many 
operations  which  it  undergoes,  and  to  the  number 
of  men  who  are  occupied  in  the  preparation  of  it. 
The  baker  muft  be  furnifhed  with  a (hovel,  with 
faggots,  and  with  an  oven;  and  each  of  thefe  afford 
employment  to  different  fpecies  of  art  and  induftry. 

Euphronius  paufed  here,  and  obferved  with  plea- 
fure,  that  Sacchariffa  appeared  to  be  impreifed  by 
what  he  had  delivered.  You  are  fenfible,  I hope, 
continued  he,  of  the  obligations  which  you  owe  to 
thoufands,  for  every  morfel  of  bread  that  you  eat. 
Extend  your  reflexions  farther,  and  confider,  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  other  articles  of  your  food,  the 
conveniences  of  your  dwelling,  and  all  the  various 
parts  of  your  drefs ; and  you  will  find  that  the  labour 
bellowed  upon  you  exceeds  all  computation.* 

It  ou  have  exalted  me  in  my  own  eflimation,  faid 
Sacchariffa  jocularly,  by  (hewing  that  fuch  multitudes 
are  employed  in  my  fervice  : and  your  leffon,  fo  far 
from  teaching  humility,  feems  rather  to  juflify  what 
you  term  pride. 

Euphronius  replied,  that  this  was  a flrange  per- 
verfion  of  his  argument:  for  if  a dependence  on  the 
labour  and  good  offlces  of  others  be  a real  exaltation, 
we  muft  have  moft  reafon  for  pride  in  childhood, 
ficknefs,  or  in  a Hate  of  idiocy.  Under  fuch  cir- 

* A pin,  trifling  as  the  value  of  it  may  be  deemed,  generally 
pafTes  through  eighteen  hands  before  it  is  completed. — See  Smith 
on  the  Caufes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations. 
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cumftances,  we  receive  the  higheft  benefit  from  tht 
community,  without  degrading  ourfelves  by  any  per- 
sonal Services  in  return.  Befides,  in  the  prefent  im- 
proved hate  of  Social  life,  the  lowed  mechanic,  as  well 
as  the  richeSh  citizen,  may  boaft  that  thoufands  of 
his  fellow-creatures  are  employed  for  him;  and  that 
the  accommodations  of  his  humble  cottage  have  coil 
moie  toil  and  induftry,  than  the  palaces  of  many  a 
monarch  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

The  edate  of  your  father,  SaccharifTa,  was  ho- 
nourably acquired  by  your  anceffor  Lyfander.  Your 
fubfiftence  and  enjoyments,  therefore,  are  the  price 
of  his  labour.  But  the  Subfiflence  and  enjoyments 
of  your  gardener  are  the  price  of  his  own.  With 
ihill  and  diligence,  he  cultivates  the  Soil,  and  raiSes 
the  fruits  of  the  earth.  You  purchafe  them  with 
the  earnings  of  your  grandfire;  and  confume  them 
in  doth  and  diffipation.  Compare  his  condition  with 
}ouis  in  this  point  of  light,  and  then  determine 
which  is  mofl;  refpe&able! 

Such  reflections  were  ftrange  and  novel  to  Sac- 
chaiifla.  She  continued  mufing  for  Some  time;  but 
at  length  renewed  the  conversation,  by  aiking  whe- 
ther die  might  not  reaSonably  pride  herSelf  on  the 
Superiority  over  others  in  knowledge  and  power, 
which  education,  rank,  and  fortune  had  given  her?  * 

Knowledge,  replied  Euphronius,  is  intrinfically  va- 
luable, as  it  elevates  the  mind,  and  qualifies  us  for 
higher  degrees  of  felicity,  both  in  the  prefent,  and  in 
a future  life.  But  with  reSped  to  others,  it  affords 


J 70 


A FATHER'S 


no  claim  of  diftin&ion,  unlefs  it  be  applied  to  their 
emolument.  Power , abftra&edly  confidered,  is  of 
little  eftimation;  and  may  either  dignify  or  degrade 
the  poffeffor.  If  you  wifh  to  derive  honour  from  it, 
be  careful  to  render  it  fubfervient  to  the  happinefs  of 
all  around  you  ; and  enjoy  with  gratitude,  not  with 
affected  fuperiority,  the  exalted  privilege  of  doing 
good.  Has  your  mind  been  cultivated  by  a liberal 
education  ? Be  thankful  to  God,  and  to  your  pa- 
rents; but  remember,  with  humility,  how  far  your 
ignorance  exceeds  your  knowledge. 

It  is  not  confident  with  wifdom,  either  to  over-rate 
cur  own  attainments,  or  to  under-value  thofe  of 
others.  The  gardener,  whom  you  juft  now  treated 
with  fuch  contempt,  is  a man  of  fcience,  though 
unacquainted  with  any  branch  of  the  belles  lettres. 
He  is  verfed  in  the  nature  of  foils,  the  variety  of 
feeds,  the  habitudes  of  plants,  the  culture  of  trees, 
the  multiplication  of  flowers,  and  in  all  that  relates 
to  the  curious  and  important  fyffem  of  vegetable  life. 
The  acquifition  and  daily  application  of  this  ufeful 
knowledge  exercifes  and  invigorates  the  powers  of  his 
underffanding;  and  he  learns  to  compare,  to  diferi- 
minate,  to  reafon,  and  to  judge  with  no  lefs  accuracy 
than  the  logician,  the  flatefman,  the  divine,  or  the 
philofopher.  Euphronius  "was  proceeding  to  extend 
the  obfervation  to  mechanics  and  artifls;  but  he 
was  interrupted  by  a little  incident,  not  tvorth  rela- 
ting, which  put  an  end  to  the  convocation* 
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THE  HIGH  VALUE  OF  CORPOREAL  ENDOWMENTS, 
IN  THE  STATE  OF  NATURE. 

“ Y OUR  hands  are  like  the  hands  of  a child,” 
faid  a Cherokee  to  a European  prifoner,  “ they  are 
iC  unfit  for  the  chace,  or  for  war.  In  the  winter’s 
« fnow  you  muff  burn  a fire;  and  in  the  fummer’s. 
“ heat  you  faint  in  the  fhade.  The  Cherokee  can 
“ always  lift  the  hatchet ; the  fnow  does  not  freeze 
“ him,  nor  the  fun  make  him  faint.  We  are 
“ men.”*  In  the  year  1744,  when  a treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  between  the  government  of 
Virginia  and  the  Six  Nations,  the  commiflioners  from 
Virginia  acquainted  the  Indians,  that  there  was,  at 
Williamfburgh,  a college  for  the  education  of  Indian 
youth;  and  that  if  they  would  fend  a certain  number 
of  their  fons  to  that  feminary,  they  fhould  be  well 
inftructed  in  all  the  learning  of  the  white  people. 
The  Indians  thanked  them  heartily  for  this  propofal: 
*c  But  you  who  are  wife,”  faid  they,  “ muff  know 
“ that  different  nations  have  different  conceptions  of 
tc  things ; and  you  will  therefore  not  take  it  amifs, 
*£  if  our  ideas  of  this  kind  of  education  happen  not 
“ to  be  the  fame  with  yours.  We  have  had  fome 
“ experience  of  it.  Several  of  our  young  people 
“ were  formerly  brought  up  at  the  colleges  of  the 
“ Northern  provinces;  they  were  inftru&ed  in  all 
cc  your  fciences ; but  when  they  came  back  to  us, 
f(  they  were  bad  runners;  ignorant  of  every  means 


* £ee  Bruce’s  Elements  of  Ethics,  p,  188. 
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<£  of  living  in  the  woods;  unable  to  bear  either  cold 
<c  or  hunger;  knew  neither  how  to  build  a cabin, 
take  a deer,  or  kill  an  enemy ; fpoke  our  language 
<c  imperfe&ly;  were,  therefore,  neither  fit  for  hunters, 
•c  warriors,  nor  counfellors;  they  were  totally  good 
for  nothing.  We  are,  however,  not  the  lefs 
“ obliged  by  your  kind  offer,  though  we  decline  ac- 
44  cepting  it : and  to  fhew  our  grateful  fenfe  of  it,  if 
te  the  gentlemen  of  Virginia  will  fend  us  a dozen  of 
ic  their  fons,  we  will  take  great  care  of  their  edu- 
44  cation,  inftruft  them  in  all  we  know,  and  make 
44  men  of  them.”* 

IRASCIBILITY  AND  FALSE  HONOUR. 

T wo  cocks,  who  were  traverfmg  their  refpe&ive 
dunghills  with  all  the  pride  of  confcious  dignity, 
happened  to  crow  very  loudly  at  the  fame  Line. 
Each  heard  with  indignation  the  voice  of  the  other, 
becaufe  each  deemed  it  an  infult  and  a challenge ; 
and  honour  required  of  both,  that  an  affront  fo  grofs. 
fhould  be  revenged.  They  defended  from  their 
dunghills,  and  with  majedic  ffeps  and  bridling  plu- 
mage, met  together.  The  engagement  foon  began, 
the  match  was  equal,  and  it  was  uncertain  to  which 
fide  vi&ory  inclined.  A game  cock,  cooped  in  a pen, 
beheld  the  combatants,  with  an  ardent  defire  to  {hare 
the  glories  of  the  field.  By  accident,  the  door  of  his 
pen  had  been  left  unfaffened ; he  pufhed  it  open, 


* Dr.  Franklin’s  Remarks  oi>  the  Savages  of  North-Amcrica. 
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and  ran  eagerly  to  mingle  in  the  battle.  Being  much 
fuperior  to  the  dunghill  cocks  in  agility  and  ftrength, 
he  quickly  routed  and  put  them  both  to  flight:  and 
he  exulted  in  the  mighty  atchievement,  by  crowing, 
llrutting,  and  clapping  his  wings.  The  ftrength  and 
courage,  however,  derived  from  the  infamous  arts  of 
feeding,  are  but  of  fliort  duration.  In  a few  hours 
he  was  obferved  to  droop;  and  his  antagonifts,  now 
returning  to  the  attack,  found  him  feeble,  puflllani- 
mous,  and  fo  eafy  a conquefl,  that  he  fell  on  the 
firft  onfet. 

In  the  dunghill  cocks  you  may  view  the  picture  of 
thofe  who  ftyle  themfelves  men  of  honour ; and  the 
game  cock  will  remind  you  of  many  a rakifli  youth# 
who,  inflamed  with  wine,  iflues  from  the  tavern  to 
engage  in  the  flrft  brawl  he  meets  with.  His  flrength 
and  courage  are  but  the  tranfient  efFecls  of  liquor; 
and  being  foon  exhaufted,  he  is  made  to  feel  feverely 
»he  folly  and  ralhnefs  of  his  condmA. 

I have  heard  it  fuggefted,  that  valour  depends  en- 
tirely on  the  ftate  of  the  bodily  organs;*  and  that  a 
coward  may  be  dieted  into  a hero,  and  a hero  into  a 
coward.  Though  this  opinion  feerns  to  be  chime- 
rical, yet  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  that  the  efFecAs  of 
regimen  are  very  afl  on  idling.  Dry  flimulating  food, 
and  evacuations,  diminifli  the  weight  of  the  body,  by 
walling  the  fat,  and  leiTening  the  liver;  and  they  in- 

* Pufillanimity  is  a chnra&erifHc  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eaft* 
Indies;  and  it  is  faid,  that  they  generally  take  opium  before  any  ar- 
duous and  dangerous  eutei prize,  to  give  them  vigour  and  courage. 
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creafe  the  we:ght  of  the  heart,  by  augmenting  the 
quantity  and  motion  of  the  blood. 

A game-cock  in  ten  days  is  brought  to  his  athletic 
ftate,  and  prepared  for  fighting*  If  the  food,  eva- 
cuations, and  exercife  be  continued  longer,  the 
ftrength,  courage*  and  activity  of  the  cock  will  be 
impaired;  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  lofs  of  weight 
falling  at  iaft  on  the  heart,  blood,  and  mufcles.f 

It  is  known  from  experience,  that  a cock  does  not 
remain  in  his  athletic  Hate  above  twenty-four  hours; 
and  that  he  changes  very  much  for  the  worfe  in 
twelve  hours.  When  he  is  in  the  higheft  vigour,  his 
head  is  of  a glowing  red  colour,  his  neck  large,  and 
his  thigh  thick  and  firm.  The  fucceeding  day,  his 
complexion  is  lefs  glowing,  his  neck  thinner,  and  his 
thigh  fofter;  and  the  third  day,  his  thigh  will  be  very 
foft  and  flaccid.  Four  game-cocks,  reduced  to  their 
athletic  weights,  were  killed,  and  found  to  be  very 
full  of  blood,  with  large  hearts,  large  mufcles3 
and  no  fat. 

THE  TIGER  AND  THE  ELEPHANT. 

TRUE  COURAGE  EXERTED  IN'  REPELLING,  NOT  IN 
OFFERING  INJURIES.- 

In  one  of  the  deferts  of  Africa,  a tiger  of  uncommon 
lize,  agility,  and  fiercenefs,  committed  the  molt  dread- 
ful ravages.  He  attacked  every  animal  he  met  with, 
and  was  never  fatiated  with  blood  and  (laughter. 

f See  Dr.  llobinfon  on  the  Food  and  Difcharges  of  the  Body. 
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Refinance  ferved  only  to  Increafe  his  ferocity ; and 
paflive  timidity,  to  multiply  his  victims.  When  the 
fbreft  afforded  him  no  prey,  he  lurked  near  a foun- 
tain of  water,  and  feized,  in  quick  fucceffion,  and 
with  indifcriminate  cruelty,  the  various  beaffs  that 
came  to  drink.  It  happened  that  an  elephant  flopped 
to  quench  his  third  at  the  flream,  whilft  the  tiger  lay 
concealed  in  the  adjoining  thicket. 

The  fight  of  a creature  fo  ftupendous  rather  in- 
cited than  redrained  his  rapacity.  He  compared  his 
own  agility  with  the  unwieldly  bulk  of  the  elephant; 
and  trufting  that  he  fhould  find  him  as  unfit  to  fight, 
as  to  fly,  he  bounded  towards  him,  and  fnatched, 
with  open  jaws,  at  his  probofcis.  The  elephant  in- 
ffantly  contracted  it,  with  great  prefence  of  mind ; 
and  receiving  the  furious  bead  on  his  tufks,  toffed 
him  up  a confiderable  height  into  the  air.  Stunned 
with  his  fall  the  tiger  lay  motionlefs  fome  time  ; and 
the  generous  elephant  difdaining  revenge,  left  him 
to  recover  from  his  bruifes.  When  the  tiger  came 
to  himfelf,  (like  the  aggreffor  in  every  quarrel)  he 
was  enraged  at  the  repulfe  ; and  purfuing  his  injured 
and  peaceable  adverfary,  he  again  affailed  him  with 
redoubled  violence.  The  refentment  of  the  elephant 
was  now  routed ; he  wounded  the  tiger  with  his 
tufks,  and  then  beat  him  to  death  with  his  trunk. 

Does  the  ferocity  of  the  tiger  merit  the  honourable 
appellation  of  courage  ? Or  will  you  not  rather  apply 
that  epithet  to  the  calm  intrepidity  of  the  inoffenfivc 
elephant  ? The  moral  diflin&ion  is  of  confiderable 
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importance;  and  if  it  be  clearly  underftood,  you 
will  detefl:  the  brutal  character  or  Achilles,  whether 
you  meet  with  it  in  the  page  of  hiftory,  or  in  the 
tranfattions  of  life. 

“ Impiger , iracundiis , incxovabilis,  accr ; 

“ Jura  neget  fibi  nata , nihil  non  arroget  armis  ”* 


ThE  PARASITE  PLANT. 

There  is  a plant  in  the  Weft-Indies,  called  the 
Car aguata>  which  clings  round  the  tree  that  is  neareff 
to  its  root,  and  foon  gaining  the  afcendant,  covers  the 
branches  with  a foreign  verdure,  robs  them  of  ncu- 
rifhment,  and  at  lafl  deftroys  its  fupporter. 

The  diflinguifhing  characters  of  the  Caraguata  are 
not  confined  to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  nor  peculiar* 
to  any  climate.  They  are  found  in  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  and  may  be  obferved  in  every  country.  The 
monarch  who  exalts  his  own  power,  by  the  debafe- 
ment  of  the  people  from  whom  it  is  derived;  the 
ftatefnan  who  builds  his  greatnefs  on  the  ruin  of  his 
country;  and  the  profligate  youth,  whole  extrava- 
gance reduces  to  penury  a too-indulgent  father ; all 
belong  to  the  clafs  of  the  Caraguata . 

IMMORTALITY. 

Eupiironius  was  fometimes  vifited,  at  Ilart- 
Hill,  by  his  friend  Hiero,  the  cheerful,  the  pious. 


* I lor.  de  Art.  Poet.  v.  uU 
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and  the  benevolent  Hiero ; whofe  life  was  almoft 
equally  divided  between  the  fludy  of  knowledge,  the 
exercifes  of  virtue,  and  the  enjoyments  of  devout 
contemplation.  One  evening  he  retired  from  the 
table  at  an  early  hour;  and  Julius,  who  happened 
to  be  prefent,  and  to  be  looking  through  the  window, 
law  him  foon  afterwards  open  a little  gate  at  the  end 
of  the  garden,  and  direct  his  courfe  towards  a fe- 
queftered  path,  which  he  loved  to  frequent.  Curi- 
ofity  incited  him  to  follow  the  pious  philofopher,  and, 
unperceived  by  Hiero,  he  placed  himfelf  behind  the 
flump  of  a tree,  fufHciently  near  to  mark  his  words 
and  geflures.  For  Hiero  was  accuftomed  to  think 
aloud  in  his  lol'tary  walks,  and  was  now  repeating 
the  following  lines : 

“ At  this  ftill  hour  the  felf-collecled  foul 
“ Turns  inward,  and  beholds  a ftranger  there 
“ Of  high  defcent,  and  more  than  mortal  rank; 

“ An  embryo  God;  a fpark  of  fire  divine, 

“ Which  muff  burn  on  for  ages,  when  the  fun 
“ (Fair  tranfitory  creature  of  a day!) 

“ Has  clos’d  his  golden  eye,  and,  wrapt  in  (hades, 

“ Forgets  his  wonted  journey  through  the  ealt.”# 

Here  he  paufed,  and  remained  fome  time  buried 
in  profound  reflexion.  Then  rifing  with  emotion 
from  his  feat,  Forgive,  he  cried,  oh!  gracious  Heaven, 
the  impious  fear  which  frailty  hath  fuggefled  to  my 
mind.  Reafon  difclaims  the  gloomy  terrors  of  anni- 
hilation, and  bids  afpiring  hope  direcf  her  views  to 
immortality.  The  iolemn  filence  which  reigns  around 

* Mrs.  Barbauld’s  Poems. 
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me,  and  which  fancy  painted  as  the  image  of  death  > 
is  but  the  JJeep  of  animated  nature.  Soon  the  cheer- 
ing beams  of  light  will  burd  with  refplendent  glory 
from  the  ead,  and  the  dawning  day  will  awaken  the 
creatures  of  God  to  aCtion  and  enjoyment.  But  the 
inferior  ranks  of  beings  feem  to  be  incapable  of  thofe 
progrefiive  improvements  which  characterize  the  hu- 
man kind.  Beads,  birds,  and  infeCts,  fill  their  re- 
fpeCtive  fpheres  with  unvaried  equality;  and  generation 
fucceeds  to  generation,  without  the  advancement  of  a 
fingle  fpecies  in  the  fcale  of  excellence.  The  fhort 
period  of  their  lives  appears  adequate  to  the  perfection 
which  they  are  qualified  to  attain;  and  the  Sovereign 
of  the  univerfe  hath  proclaimed  to  them  his  law, 
Hitherto  [hall  ye  go , and  no  farther . 

But  man  is  never  flationary,  never  fatisfied  with 
the  acquifitions  which  he  makes.  The  deeped 
draughts  of  knowledge  ferve  only  to  increafe  his 
third,  exaltation  in  virtue  but  indames  his  ambition, 
and  his  foaring  fpirit  urges  onward,  ever  approaching 
to,  yet  ever  infinitely  didant  from,  the  dandard  of 
perfection. 

Hiero  again  paufed;  and  viewing  with  earned  at- 
tention the  fpangled  concave  of  heaven,  he  thus  ad- 
dreflfed  himfelf  to  the  dars,  at  the  fame  time  purfuing 
his  walk: 

Ye  citadels  of  light, 

“ Perhaps  my  future  home,  from  whence  the  foul, 

“ Revolving  periods  paft,  may  oft  look  back, 

« With  rccolletfed  tendernefs,  on  all 
“ The  various  bufv  feenes  fhe  left  below, 

* l 
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“ Its  deep-laid  projefts,  and  its  ftrange  events, 

“ As  on  ibme  fond  and  doting  tale,  that  Tooth’d 
“ Her  infant  hours.”* 

He  was  now  almoft  out  of  hearing,  and  Julius  left 
his  covert  to  follow  him.  But  finding  it  impoflible 
to  conceal  himfelf,  he  accolted  the  philofopher,  and 
honeftly  confefled  that  he  had  been  liftening  to  his 
foliloquy.  lie  apologized  for  the  intrufion,  and  en- 
treated Hiero  to  purfue  his  meditations  without  re- 
gard to  his  prefence.  Happy  fliall  I think  myfelf, 
continued  he,  if  you  can  convince  me  of  my  title  to 
immortality. 

Have  you  difcovered  any  flaw  in  your  title , replied 
Hiero,  with  his  ufual  complacency,  that  you  thus 
exprefs  yourfelf  with  doubt  concerning  fo  invaluable 
a reverfion?  No  evidence  that  I am  acquainted  with 
has  yet  been  adduced  by  the  mod  fubtle  fceptic 
againft  a future  ftate:  fo  that  the  probability  of  it  is, 
at  the  firft  view,  equal  to  its  improbability.  And  if 
only  a fingle  argument  can  be  advanced  in  favour  of 
It,  the  fcale  on  that  fide  will  infiantly  preponderate. 
Your  ignorance  of  the  mode  of  exigence  in  another 
world,  and  of  the  tranfition  by  death  from  this  life 
to  the  next,  can  have  no  weight  in  the  balance.  For 
ignorance  is  neither  a foundation  of  faith  nor  of  in- 
credulity; and  if  we  reafon  from  it,  we  are  fure  to 
be  involved  in  error.  Shew  an  acorn  to  an  Hotten- 
tot, or  wild  Arab,  who  has  never  travelled  beyond 
his  own  fandy  deferts,  and  inform  him  that  it  will 
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become  a lofty  tree  with  fpreading  branches:  the 
account  will  feeni  marvellous  to  his  untutored  mind, 
and  he  may  fufpend  his  belief  of  it,  but  cannot  rejefl: 
it  as  a falfehood. 

The  condition  of  a child  before  its  birth  bears 
very  little  analogy  to  the  hate  of  man  in  his  maturity: 
and  if  you  can  fuppofe  a perfon  to  be  ignorant  that 
the  one  is  preparatory  to  the  other,  fuch  ignorance 
would  be  no  authority  for  the  denial  of  the  fa<ft. 

But  there  are  many  pofitive  arguments  on  which 
we  may  juftly  ground  our  convi&ion  of  a future  life. 
The  ardent  defire  and  expe&ation  of  it,  and  the  dread 
of  annihilation,  which  are  common  to  all  mankind, 
may  furely  be  regarded  as  preemptions  in  favour  of 
immortality.  Defire,  whether  we  judge  from  analogy, 
or  from  the  moral  attributes  of  God,  feems  to  imply 
the  reality  of  its  object;  and  the  belief  of  this  reality 
which  has  prevailed  in  almoft  every  age  and  nation, 
mu  ft  either  have  arifen  from  fome  divine  revelation, 
or  from  its  confonancy  to  the  univerfal  principles  of 
human  reafon.* 

* M.  Michaclis,  in  his  learned  Diflertation  on  the  Recipiocal 
Influence  of  Language  and  Opinions,  hath  obferved,  that  the  Greeks 
made  ule  of  the  fame  word  G'-X^  J-  2-  antma)  for  the 

foul,  which  in  its  primary  fignification  exprefles  a butterfly.  For  a 
butterfly  is  only  a caterpillar,  that  changes  its  form  without  dying, 
and  bears  therein  a fimilitude  to  the  foul,  which  continues  to  exift 
in  its  new  date  after  the  diflolution  of  the  body.  It  was  for  this 
reafon  that  the  Greeks  firfl  reprefented  the  foul  hieroglyphically 
under  the  form  of  a butterfly,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  give  it 
the  very  name  of  that  infe£t. 
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Confcience  alio,  by  fuggefting  the  idea  of  a future 
and  folemn  tribunal,  confirms  the  expectation  of  ano- 
ther  life.  The  rewards  of  virtue,  and  the  punifliments 
of  vice,  have  generally  their  commencement  here;  but 
we  look  to  the  world  that  is  to  come  for  theircompletion. 

Merit  and  demerit,  however,  do  not  always  meet 
with  proportionate  rewards  or  punifliments  in  the 
prefent  date.  Suffering  virtue  and  triumphant  vice 
are  irregularities  which  we  daily  obferve  in  the  dis- 
penfations  of  Providence;  and  they  evidently  point 
out  an  hereafter,  when  the  Deity  will  vindicate  the 
wifdom,  benevolence,  and  equity  of  his  adminidration. 

It  appears  to  be  an  inconfiflency,  that  death  fhould 
be  the  final  event  of  life,  and  that  the  period  of  ex- 
igence fhould  beclofed  with  differing.  Pain  is  often 
fubfervient  to  pleafure;  and  the  evils  which  we  un- 
dergo, for  the'  mod  part  contribute  to  our  improve- 
ment and  perfection.  Shall  the  lad  pang,  therefore, 
that  we  experience,  and  the  greated  in  our  apprehen- 
hendons,  prove  the  eternal  extinction  of  our  being? 
Rather,  Julius,  let  us  fuppofe  that  our  paffage  into 
another  world  refembles  our  birth  into  this ; that  both 

t 

are  neceffarily  attended  with  fome  degree  of  pain; 
and  that  the  maturity  of  the  human  is  but  the  in- 
fancy of  the  heavenly  life. 

I would  banifh  all  fuppofition,  however  probable, 
faid  Julius,  and  acknowledge  the  validity  of  no  argu- 
ment diort  of  demonjlration . 

Banidi  then  your  pretenfions  to  philofophy,  replied 
Hiero,  and  avow  a general  fcepticifm!  Tor  how  few 
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are  the  truths  which  admit  of  demon]} ration!  Pro- 
bability is  almoft  the  univerfal  foundation  of  our 
reafoning;  and  the  wiled  men  are  governed  by  it, 
both  in  their  fpeculations,  and  in  the  molt  interefting 
tranfaCtions  of  life.  The  nature  and  force  of  evidence 
necdTarily  vary  with  its  objects;  and  whatever  be 
our  inquiries  or  purfnits,  we  can  expeCt  only  that 
kind  and  degree  of  it  which  they  are  capable  of  af- 
fording. But  in  phyfical  refearches  we  helitate  not 
to  yield  our  aflent  to  a theory  that  folves  the  phe- 
nomena which  it  profeffes  to  explain:  and  aflent  is 
heightened  into  conviction,  when  it  appears  that  nu- 
merous faCts  confirm,  and  no  one  oppofes  it.  But 
in  what  does  the  theory  of  a future  Jiate  differ  from 
that  of  magnetifm  or  of  gravitation,  except  in  its 
tranfcendent  importance  to  mankind? 

Julius  made  no  reply.  The  night  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  Iliero,  impatient  to  enjoy  in  folitude  his 
own  reflections,  haltened  back  to  his  apartment  at 
Hart-Hill. 

i 

THE  TAME  GEESE  AND  WILD  GEESE. 

Two  geefe  ftrayed  from  a farm-yard  in  the  fens 
of  Lincolnfhire,  and  fwam  down  a canal  to  a large 
morafs,  which  afforded  them  an  extenfive  range,  and 
plenty  of  food.  A flock  of  wild-geefe  frequently 
reforted  to  it;  and  though  at  firft  they  were  lo  fhy 
as  not  to  fuffer  the  tame  ones  to  join  them;  by  de- 
grees they  became  well  acquainted,  and  alfociated 
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freely  together.  One  evening  their  cackling  reached 
the  ears  of  a fox  that  was  prowling  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  the  morafs.  The  artful  plunderer  di- 
rected his  courfe  through  a wood  on  the  borders  of  it, 
and  was  within  a few  yards  of  his  prey  before  any 
of  the  geefe  perceived  him.  But  the  alarm  was 
given  juft  as  he  was  fpringing  upon  them,  and  the 
whole  flock  inflantly  afcended  into  the  air  with  loud 
and  diflonant  cries.  The  \vild  geefe  winged  their 
flight  into  the  higher  regions,  and  were  feen  no  more; 
but  the  two  tame  ones,  unufed  to  foar,  and  habi- 
tuated to  receive  protection  without  any  exertion  of 
their  own  powers,  foon  dropped  down,  and  became 
fucceflively  the  victims  of  the  fox. 

The  faculties  of  every  animal  are  impaired  by  dis- 
ufe,  and  ftrengthened  by  exercife.  And  in  man,  the 
energy  and  verfatility  of  .the  mind  depend  upon 
aCtion,  no  lefs  than  the  vigour  and  agility  of  the  body. 

BEAUTY  AND  DEFORMITY. 

A Youth,  who  lived  in  the  country,  and  who  had 
not  acquired,  either  by  reading  or  converfation,  any 
knowledge  of  the  animals  which  inhabit  foreign  re- 
gions, came  to  Manchefter,  to  fee  an  exhibition  of 
wild  beafts.  The  fize  and  figure  of  the  elephant 
ft  ruck  him  with  awe,  and  he  viewed  the  rhinoceros 
with  aftonifliment.  But  his  attention  was  foon  with- 
drawn from  thefe  animals,  and  directed  to  another, 
of  the  mod  elegant  and  beautiful  form;  and  he  flood 
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contemplating,  with  lilent  admiration,  the  glofly 
fmoothnefs  of  his  hair,  the  blacknefs  and  regularity 
of  the  breaks  with  which  he  was  marked,  the  fym- 
metry  of  his  limbs,  and  above  all,  the  placid  fweetnefs 
of  his  countenance.  What  is  the  name  of  this  lovely 
animal,  faid  he  to  the  keeper,  which  you  have  placed 
near  one  of  the  uglieb  beads  in  your  cohesion,  as 
if  you  meant  to  contrab  beauty  with  deformity?  Be- 
ware, young  man,  replied  the  intelligent  keeper,  of 
being  fo  eafily  captivated  with  external  appearance. 
The  animal  which  you  admire  is  called  a tiger;  and 
notwithbanding  the  meeknefs  of  his  looks,  he  is 
fierce  and  favage  beyond  defcription.  I can  neither 
terrify  him  by  corre&ion,  nor  tame  him  by  indul- 
gence. But  the  other  bead:  which  you  defpife,  is  in 
the  higheb  degree  docile,  affectionate,  and  ufeful. 
For  the  benefit  of  man  he  traverfes  the  fandy  deferts 
of  Arabia,  where  drink  and  pabure  are  feldom  to  be 
found,  and  will  continue  fix  or  feven  days  without 
fufienance,  yet  bill  patient  of  labour.  His  hair  is 
manufactured  into  clothing,  his  fiebi  is  deemed  whole- 
fome  nouridiment,  and  the  milk  of  the  female  is 
much  valued  by  the  Arabs.  The  camel,  therefore, 
(for  fuch  is  the  name  given  to  this  animal)  is  more 
worthy  of  your  admiration  than  the  tiger,  notwith- 
banding he  inelegance  of  his  make,  and  the  two 
bunches  upon  his  back.  For  mere  external  beauty 
is  of  little  .-b' mat  ion  ; and  deformity,  when  affociated 
with  amiable  difpoiii'ons  and  uiefu1  qualities,  does 
not  preclude  our  refpeCt  and  approbation. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


1 So 


PHILOSOPHICAL  ATTENTION  AND  SAGACITY. 

An  attentive  and  inquifitive  mind  often  derives  very 
important  inftru&ion  from  appearances  and  events, 
which  the  generality  of  mankind  regard  as  trivial  and 
infignificant.  Permit  me,  Alexis,  to  offer  to  you  a few 
examples  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation.  You  have 
frequently  remarked,  and  perhaps  admired,  the  volu- 
bility and  luitre  of  the  globules  of  rain  that  lie  upon 
the  leaves  of  colewort,  and  of  other  vegetables;  but  I 
dare  fay  you  have  never  taken  the  trouble  of  infpecfing 
them  narrowly.  Mr.  Melville,  a young  philofopher 
of  uncommon  genius,  was  (truck  with  the  phre- 
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nomenon,  and  applied  his  attention  to  the  inveftigation 
of  it.  He  difcovered  that  the  luftre  of  the  drop  is 
owing  to  a copious  reflection  of  light  from  the  flat- 
tened part  of  its  fur  face,  contiguous  to  the  plant;* 
and  that  when  the  drop  rolls  over  a part  which  has 
been  wet,  it  inflantly  lofes  all  its  brightness,  the  green 
leaf  being  feen  through  it.  From  thefe  two  obfer- 
vations  he  concludes,  that  the  drop,  does  not  really 
touch  the  plant,  whilft  it  retains  a mercurial  appear- 
ance, but  is  fu (pended  by  the  force  of  a repulfive 
power.  For  there  could  not  be  an.y  copious  refledfion 
of  white  light  from  its  under-furtace,  unlefs  there 
was  a real  interval  between  it  and  the  plant.  And 
if  no  contact  be  fuppofed,  it  is  eafy  to  account  for  the 
Wonderful  volubility  of  the  drop,  and  why  no  traces 
of  moifture  are  left  wherever  it  rolls. 
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From  this  reafoning  we  may  conclude,  that  when 
a pclifhed  needle  is  made  to  fwim  on  water,  it  does 
not  touch  the  water,  but  forms  around  it,  by  a re- 
puhive  power,  a bed,  whofe  concavity  is  much  larger 
than  the  bulk  of  the  needle.  And  this  affords  a 
much  better  explanation  of  the  fa&  than  the  common 
one,  deduced  from  the  tenacity  of  the  water : for 
the  needle  may  be  well  conceived  to  fwim  upon  a 
fluid  lighter  than  itfelf,  fmce  the  quantity  of  water 
thus  difplaced  by  repulfion  muff  be  equal  to  the 
weight  of  it.  And  this  inftance  leads  us  to  a juft 
and  neceffary  correction  of  the  hydroflatical  law,  that 
the  whole  fwimming  body  is  equal  in  weight  to  a quan- 
tity of  the  fluid , whofe  bulk  is  equal  to  that  of  the  part 
mmerfed:  for  it  fhould  be  expreffed,  that  the  weight 
cf  the  fwimming  body  is  equal  to  that  of  the  weight  of 
the  quantity  of  fluid  difplaced  by  it . 

A very  ingenious  friend  of  mine,  during  his  refl- 
dence  at  the  univerfity,  undertook  a courfe  of  expe- 
riments, to  afeertain  the  heat  or  cold  produced  by 
the  folution  of  certain  fubftances  in  fpirit  of  wine. 
Whenever  he  withdrew  the  thermometer  from  the 
fpirit,  and  fufpended  it  in  the  air,  he  uniformly  ob- 
ierved,  that  the  mercury  funk  two  or  three  degrees, 
although  the  fpirit  of  wine  in  which  the  inflrument 
had  been  immerfed  was  even  colder  than  the  fur- 
rounding atmofphere.  This  fad  he  communicated 
to  the  profeflor  of  chemiflry,  who  immediately  fus- 
peCted,  that  fluids  by  evaporation  generate  cold ; au 
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hypothecs  which  he  afterwards  verified  by  a variety 
of  beautiful  and  decifive  trials. 

When  Sir  John  Pringle  and  Dr.  Franklin  were 
travelling  together  in  Holland,  they  remarked,  that 
the  track-fchuyt , or  barge,  in  one  of  the  ftages,  moved 
flower  than  ufual,  and  enquired  the  reafon  of  it.  The 
boatman  informed  them,  that  it  had  been  a dry  feafon, 
and  that  the  water  was  low  in  the  canal.  He  was 
aiked  if  the  water  was  fo  low  that  the  boat  touched 
the  muddy  bottom  of  the  canal?  To  which  he  anfwered 
in  the  negative;  adding,  however,  that  the  difference 
in  the  quantity  of  water  was  fufficient  to  render  the 
draught  more  difficult  to  the  horfe.  The  travellers 
at  firfl  were  at  a lofs  to  conceive  how  the  depth  of  the 
water  could  affeft  the  motion  of  the  boat,  provided 
that  it  fwam  clear  of  the  bottom.  But  Dr.  Franklin, 
having  fatisfied  himfelf  of  the  truth  of  the  boatman’s 
obfervation,  began  to  confider  it  attentively,  and  en- 
deavoured to  account  for  it  in  the  following  manner: 
The  barge,  in  proceeding  along  the  canal,  mud  re- 
gularly difplace  a body  of  water  equal  in  bulk  to  the 
fpace  which  fhe  occupies;  and  the  water  fo  removed 
mud:  pafs  underneath,  and  on  each  fide  of  her.  Hence 
if  the  paflage  under  her  bottom  be  ftraitened  by  the 
(hallows,  more  of  the  water  mufl  pafs  by  her  fides, 
and  with  greater  velocity,  which  will  retard  her 
courfe,  becaufe  file  moves  the  contrary  way.  The 
water  alfo  becoming  lower  behind  than  before  the 
boat,  file  will  be  prefled  back  by  the  weight  of  its 
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difference  in  height,  and  her  paffage  will  be  obfirucl- 
ed  by  having  that  weight  conftantly  to  overcome. 

However  fatisfa&ory  this  reafoning  might  appear 
to  be,  Dr.  Franklin  determined  to  afcertain  the  truth 
qf  it  by  experiment  j deeming  the  fubject  to  be  of 
confiderable  importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  a coun- 
try,in  which  fo  many  projects  for  navigable  canals 
have  been  adopted.  And  he  concludes  from  many 
well-concerted  trials,  the  relation  of  which  wrould 
now  be  tedious  to  you,  that  if  four  men  or  horfes  be 
required  to  draw  a boat  in  deep  water  four  leagues 
in  four  hours,  five  will  be  neceffary  to  draw  the  boat 
the  fame  diftance  in  the  fame  time  in  Jhallow  water . 

I fliall  give  you  one  inftance  more  of  the  advantages 
of  fagacious  attention,  which  may  perhaps  be  more 
amufing  to  you  than  thofe  which  I have  recited. 

A playful  boy,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  open  and 
clofe  alternately  the  communication  between  the  boiler 
and  the  cylinder  of  a fire-engine,  perceived  that  this 
trouble  might  readily  be  faved.  Whenever,  there- 
fore, he  wilhed  to  be  at  liberty  to  divert  bimfelf 
with  his  companions,  he  tied  a firing  from  the  handle 

A*  *• 

of  the  valve,  which  formed  the  communication  to 
another  part  of  the  machine  that  was  in  motion,  and 
the  valve  then  performed  its  office  without  alfifiance. 
The  boy’s  idlenefs  being  remarked,  his  contrivance 
foon  became  known,  and  the  improvement  is  now 
adopted  in  every  fire-engine. 
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THE  JOLLY  FELLOW. 

RoDERIC  was  a young  man,  who  had  negleCted 
the  cultivation  of  his  undemanding,  and  had  made 
an  early  facrifice  of  knowledge  to  merriment.  He 
could  fing  a jovial  fong,  and  tell  a ftory  admirably; 
for  he  defpifed  truth,  when  it  interfered  with  the 
embcllifhments  of  humour.  His  fociety  was  courted 
by  the  gay  and  thedilTipated;  and  whenever  he  exerted 
his  talents,  he  fet  the  table  in  a roar . But  Roderic 
was  fubjeCt  to  fudden  revolutions  of  mind.  At  a 
convivial  meeting  one  day,  he  had  been  more  than 
ufually  lively  and  facetious.  The  Champagne  went 
brifkly  round,  and  bottle  after  bottle  in  quick  fuc- 
ceffton  was  emptied  and  caff  afide.  All  at  once  he 
became  penfive,  his  countenance  fell,  his  eyes  were 
fixed,  and  he  feemed  loft  in  meditation.  The  com- 
pany rallied  him,  and  demanded  the  caufeof  fuch  an 
unexpected  tranfition  from  jollity  to  gloom.  Certain 
ftrange  ideas,  faid  he,  have  obtruded  themfelves  upon 
me,  and  I was  (hocked  to  perceive  how  exaCtly  I 
referable  the  bottle  of  Champagne  that  is  before  us. 
The  anfwer  was  a myftery.  After  a fhort  paufe,  he 
unravelled  it.  Like  this  bottle,  continued  he,  I am 
only  fparkling  and  frothy;  the  fource  of  exhilaration, 
but  not.  of  fat  is  faCtion.  S!cknefs  or  misfortune,  the 
ftorms  of  life,  may  four  my  wit,  or  flatten  my  fpirits, 
time  will  inevitably  exhauft  them;  and  I fliall  then 
be  put  away  with  contempt  as  an  empty  veffel  of  no 
intrlnfic  value. 
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THE  DUNGHILL  COCK. 

OBSERVE  that  cock!  faid  the  wealthy  and  plod- 
ding Apicius.  He  has  found  a way  into  my  granary; 
and  though  he  (lands  upon  a large  heap  of  corn. 
Where  he  may  gratify  all  his  wants  without  pains  or 
trouble,  yet  he  fcrcipes  with  as  much  eagernefs  as  if 
he  were  earning  his  fcanty  pittance  on  the  dunghill. 
And  is  not  his  mafler,  anfwered  I,  daily  chargeable 
with  the  like  folly,  though  he  boads  of  reafon,  and 
ridicules  the  undiftinguilhing  operations  of  indinff? 
Providence  has  furniflied  him  with  abundance,  but 
he  toils  with  anxiety  for  more.  He  impatiently 
fearches  for  new  treafures,  whild  he  (hould  be  enjoy- 
ing thofe  which  he  poffeffes:  and  in  the  midll  of 
affluence  he  fuffers  the  evils  of  penury. 


’ PERSECUTION,  AN  ANCIENT  FRAGMENT. 

Aram  was  fitting  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  under 
the  (hade  of  his  fig-  tree ; when  it  came  to  pafs  that 
a man  (Iricken  with  years,  bearing  a (laff  in  his  hand, 
journeyed  that  way.  And  it  was  noon-day.  And 
Aram  faid  unto  the  (Iranger,  Pafs  not  by,  I pray 
thee,  but  come  in  and  waffl  thy  feet,  and  tarry  here 
until  tire  evening;  for  thou  art  (Iricken  with  years, 
and  the  heat  overcometh  thee.  And  the  (Iranger  left 
his  (laff  at  the  door,  and  entered  into  the  tent  of 
Aram.  And  he  reded  himfelf;  and  Aram  fet  before 
him  bread,  and  cakes  of  fine  meal  baked  upon  the 
hearth.  And  Aram  bleffed  the  bread,  calling  upon 
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the  name  of  the  Lord.  But  the  ftranger  did  eat, 
and  refufed  to  pray  unto  the  Mod  High,  faying. 
Thy  Lord  is  not  the  God  of  my  fathers;  why  there- 
fore fhould  I prefent  my  vows  unto  him  ? And  Aram’s 
wrath  was  kindled;  and  he  called  his  fervants,  and 
they  beat  the  ftranger,  and  drove  him  into  the  wil- 
dernefs.  Now  in  the  evening  Aram  lifted  up  his 
\roice  unto  the  Lord,  and  prayed  unto  him;  and 
the  Lord  faid,  Aram,  where  is  the  ftranger  that 
fojourned  this  day  with  thee  ? And  Aram  anfwered 
and  faid,  Behold,  O Lord!  he  ate  of  thy  bread, 
and  would  not  offer  unto  thee  his  prayers  and  thanks- 
givings: therefore  did  I chaftife  him,  and  drive 
him  from  before  me  into  the  wilderneft.  And  the 
Lord  faid  unto  Aram,  Who  hath  made  thee  a judge 
between  me  and  him?  Have  not  l borne  with  thine 
iniquities,  and  winked  at  thy  backflidings ; and  flialt 
thou  be  fevere  with  thy  brother,  to  mark  his  errors, 
and  to  punifti  his  perverfenefs  ? Arife  and  follow 
the  ftranger,  and  carry  with  thee  oil  and  wine,  and 
anoint  his  bruifes,  and  fpeak  kindly  unto  him.  For 
I,  the  Lord  thy  God,  am  a jealous  God,  and  judg- 
ment belongeth  only  unto  me.  Vain  is  thine  oblation 
of  thankfgiving  without  a lowly  heart.  As  a bulrulh 
thou  mayeft  bow  down  thine  head,  and  lift  up  thy 
voice  like  a trumpet;  but  thou  obeyed:  not  the  or- 
dinance of  thy  God,  if  thy  worfhip  be  for  ftrife  and 
debate.  Behold  the  facrifice  that  I have  chofen  ; is 
it  not  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  to  let  the  opprefled 
go  fiee,  and  to  break  every  yoke?  To  deal  thv  bread 
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to  the  hungry,  and  to  bring  the  poor  that  are  cad  out 
to  thy  houfe?  And  Aram  trembled  before  the  pre- 
fence of  God.  And  he  arofe,  and  put  on  fackcloth 
and  allies,  and  went  out  into  the  wildernefs,  to  do 
as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him.* 

UNIFORMITY  IN  RELIGION. 

W HEN  Charles  the  Vth  had  refigned  the  fceptre 
of  Spain,  and  the  imper  al  crown  of  Germany,  he 
retired  to  the  monaflery  of  St.  Julius,  near  the  city 
of  Placentia,  in  Eflremadura.  It  was  feated  in  a vale 
of  no  great  extent,  watered  by  a fmall  brook,  and 
furrounded  by  rifing  grounds  covered  with  lofty 
trees.  From  the  nature  of  the  foil,  as  well  as  the 
temperature  of  the  climate,  it  was  efleemed  the  moll 
healthful  and  delicious  situation  in  Spain.  Here  he 
cultivated  with  his  own  hands  the  plants  in  his  gar- 
den, and  fometimes  he  rode  out  to  a neighbouring 
wood  on  a little  horfe,  attended  only  by  a llngle  fer- 
vant  on  foot.  When  his  infirmities  confined  him  to 
his  apartment,  and  deprived  him  of  thefe  more  active 
recreations,  he  either  admitted  a few  gentlemen  who 
refided  near  the  monaflery  to  vifit  him,  and  enter- 
tained them  familiarly  at  his  own  table  ; or  he  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  fludying  mechanical  principles,  and 

* This  parable  is  an  imitation  of  one  compofed  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
if  that  may  be  called  an  imitation  which  was  written  without  a light, 
and  from  a very  imperfect  account,  of  the  original.  Mr.  Dodlley 
has  inferted  the  prefcnt  piece  in  the  Annual  Regifter  for  1777,  but 
it  has  here  undergone  fome  alterations. 
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in  forming  works  of  mechanifm,  of  which  he  had 
always  been  remarkably  fond,  and  to  which  his  ge- 
nius was  peculiarly  turned.  He  was  extremely  curi- 
ous with  regard  to  the  conftru&ion  of  clocks  and 
watches;  and  having  found,  after  repeated  trials, 
that  he  could  not  bring  any  two  of  them  to  go  ex- 
actly alike,  he  refle&ed  with  a mixture  of  furprize  as 
well  as  regret  on  his  own  folly,  (as  he  might  alfo  on 
his  cruelty  and  injuftice,)  in  having  exerted  himfelf 
with  fo  much  zeal  and  perfeverance  in  the  more  vain 
attempt  of  bringing  mankind  to  an  uniformity  of 
fentiment  concerning  the  do&rines  of  religion.*  Happy 
would  it  have  been  for  Europe,  if  this  juft  and  {hi- 
king analogy  had  occurred  to  the  monarch  during  the 
plenitude  of  his  power!  And  happy  might  it  now 
prove,  if  allowed  to  operate  againfl  the  fpirit  of  bi- 
gotry and  perfecution,  which  dill  a&uates  many  in- 
dividuals, and  even  large  communities! 

Lord  Bacon,  in  treating  the  fubjeft  of  unity  in 
religion,  feems  to  have  been  forcibly  impreffed  by 
an  analogy  which  he  quotes  from  one  of  the  fathers. 
“ Christ’s  coat,”  fays  he,  “ had  indeed  no  feam, 
<£  but  the  church’s  veflure  was  of  divers  colours. 
<c  Let  there  be,  therefore,  variety  in  the  vefture,  but 
“ no  failure.  For  unity  and  uniformity  are  widely 
“ different.”  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  in  almoft 
every  church  throughout  Chriflendom  a language  is 
introduced  into  the  Creeds  and  public  offices  of  reli- 
gion, which  being  not  fcriptural,  but  borrowed  from 

* See  Robertfon’s  Hiflory  of  Charles  V. 
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the  logic  of  the  fchools,  has  become  the  fubject  of 
bitter  controverfy  among  Chriftians.  Such  novelties 
of  words , as  the  apoflle  terms  them,  ought  carefully 
to  be  avoided  for  the  fake  of  peace : nor  fliould 
any  do&rinal  phrafeology  be  admitted  that  is  not 
ftri&ly  aud  literally  evangelical.  The  fame  great 
author  I have  juft  quoted,  has  well  remarked,  that 
44  men  create  to  themfelves  oppofitions  which  in  truth 
44  are  not,  and  fafhion  and  coin  them  into  new  terms, 
44  which  are  fo  fixed  and  unvariable,  that  though  the 
44  meaning  ought  to  govern  the  term,  the  term  go- 
44  verns  the  meaning.”  In  the  excellent  form  of 
prayer  which  our  Saviour  has  enjoined,  the  true  fpirit 
of  catholicifm  is  obferved,  though  it  is  borrowed 
from  the  Jewilh  ritual:  and  it  is  an  exemplar  that 
his  difciples  in  every  country  and  of  every  denomi- 
nation fliould  religioufly  follow. 

When  Alexandria  was  taken  by  one  of  the  fuc- 1 
ceflors  of  Mahomet,  the  famous  library  in  that  city 
was  ordered  to  be  deflroyed.  Omar,  the  commander 1 
of  the  faithful,  being  folicited  to  fpare  the  books  of 
or  on  philofophy,  returned  an  anfwer  to  the  following' 
purport : — As  to  the  books  of  which  mention  is  madey 
if  there  be  contained  in  them  what  accords  with  the 
book  of  God , there  is  without  them  in  the  book  of  God 
all  that  is  fufjicient . But  if  there  be  any  thing  in  them 
repugnant  to  that  book , we  in  no  ref  peel  want  them . 
Order  them , therefore , to  be  all  deflroyed ! W ere 
fome  modern  library  furniflied  only  with  the  decrees 
of  councils,  confeflions  of  faith,  and  fcholaftic  theo* 
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logy,  to  be  now  configned  to  the  flames  by  an  impe- 
rial mandate,  who  would  petition  for  its  prefer vati on? 
Or  if  a zealous  advocate  arofe,  with  what  peculiar 
propriety  might  the  reply  of  Omar  be  adopted, 
changing  the  reference  from  the  Koran  of  Mahomet, 
to  the  iacred  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrifl ! 

THE  PEDLAR  AND  HIS  ASS. 

It  was  noon-day,  and  the  fun  fhone  intenfely  bright, 
when  a pedlar,  driving  his  afs  laden  with  the  choice!! 
Burflem  ware,  flopped  upon  D elamere  forefl  to  take 
refrefhment.  He  flit  down  upon  the  turf,  and  after 
confuming  the  provifions  in  his  fatchel,  emptied  his 
dram-bottle,  and  then  compofed  himfelf  to  deep. 
But  the  afs,  which  had  travelled  many  a wearifome 
mile  without  tailing  a morfel  of  food,  remained  muz- 
zled by  his  fide,  willfully  viewing  the  bloffoms  of 
furze,  which  grew  in  great  abundance  around  them. 
Fatigue  and  heat,  however,  overpowered  the  fenfa- 
tions  of  hunger,  and  drowfmefs  Hole  upon  him.  He 
kneeled  down,  and  doubling  his  legs  under  him, 
relied  upon  his  belly  in  fuch  a pofition  that  each  of 
the  panniers  which  he  carried  touched  the  ground, 
and  was  fecurely  fupported  by  it.  But  his  flumbers 
were  of  fhort  duration.  An  angry  hornet,  whofe 
nefl  had  been  that  morning  dellroyed,  perched  upon 
his  back,  and  Hung  him  to  the  quick.  Roufed  by 
the  fmart,  he  fuddenly  fprung  up,  and  by  this  violent 
motion  produced  a loud  jarring  of  the  earthen- ware. 
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The  pedlar  awaked  in  confternation ; and  (hatching 
his  whip,  began  to  lafh  the  afs  with  mercilefs  fury. 
The  poor  bead  fled  from  his  ftripes,  and  was  heard 
of  no  more ; the  panniers  were  thrown  off;  and  the 
Burflem  ware  was  entirely  demolilhed.  Thus  did 
inhumanity,  lazinefs,  and  paflion,  meet  with  deferved 
punifliment.  Had  the  pedlar  remembered  the  craving 
hunger  of  the  afs,  when  he  gratified  his  own ; or 
had  he  purfued  with  diligence  his  journey,  after 
fulfilling  his  repaft,  no  part  of  thefe  misfortunes  would 
have  befallen  him;  and  his  lofs  might  have  been 
inconfiderable,  if  unjuft  fe verity  and  rafti  refentment 
had  not  completed  his  ruin. 

THE  BEES. 

A Dutch  merchant,  who  was  fettled  at  Batavia, 
procured  a hive  of  young  bees  from  Poland,  that  he 
might  multiply  the  breed  of  this  induftrious  infefl,  and 
regale  himfelf  with  honey,  prepared  under  his  own 
infpe&ion.  The  bees  wereftationed  in  a delightful  gar- 
den, of  large  extent,  and  furniflied  with  the  richeft  pro- 
fufion  of  fragrant  herbs  and  flowers.  Plenty  fooil 
corrupted  their  difpofltion  to  labour;  and  the  flock  of 
hoffey  which  they  collected  during  the  firft  months  of 
their  fettlemcnt  was  of  little  value.  The  expefted 
winter  did  not  enfue;  and  as  they  continued  to  enjoy 
abundance  in  this  happy  climate,  they  became  im- 
provident of  futurity,  and  were  no  longer  at  the 
pains  to  flore  their  cells  with  that  food  which  boun- 
tiful nature  at  all  feafons  provided  for  them.  Thus 
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unfavourable  was  exceffive  abundance  to  the  admired 
virtues  of  the  bee.  And  no  lefs  injurious  to  many  a 
well-formed  youth  is  that  affluence,  which  hath  been 
heaped  together  by  parental  toil,  to  gratify  parental 
ambition : but  which  ferves  either  to  nouriffl  floth,  by 
fuperfeding  the  neceffity  of  application ; or  to  pro- 
mote diffipation,  riot,  and  profligacy,  by  giving  a 
falfe  dire&ion  to  a&ivity. 

AN  EPITAPH, 

t % 

TO 

THF.  MEMORY 

OF 

SYLVIA; 

A CHEERFUL  COMPANION,  FAITHFUL  FRIEND,  AND  TRUE  PHILOSOPHER; 
IF  SUBMISSION  TO  GoD,  BENEVOLENCE  TO  MAN, 

AND  STRICT  CONFORMITY  TO  NATURE, 

WITH  UNAFFECTED  INDIFFERENCE  TO  PROFIT,  POWER,  OR  FAME, 

BE  GENUINE  PHILOSOPHY. 

SHE  MINGLED  IN  ALL  COMPANIES,  YET  PRESERVED  HER  NATIVE 
SIMPLICITY  OF  MANNERS; 

AND  WAS  CARESSED  BY  THE  PROFLIGATE,  WHILST  SHE  REPROVED  THE  JR 
VICES  BY  HER  GOOD  EXAMPLE, 

HER  RELIGION 

WAS  UNTAINTED  WITH  BIGOTRY, 

ALTHOUGH  SHE  DOUBTED  OF  NO  ARTICLE  OF  FAITHS 

AND 

SHE  STEADILY  MAINTAINED  PASSIVE  OBEDIENCE  AND  NON-RESISTANCE 
WITHOUT  BECOMING  A PARTIZAN  IN  POLITICS. 

SPOTLESS  AS  A SAINT  SHE  LIVED  J AND  DIED  A MARTYR. 

THIS  MONUMENT 

BLAZONS  NO  FEIGNED  VIRTUES  OF  THE  DEAD, 

TO  FLATTER  THE  VANITY  OF  THE  LIVING; 

FOR  IT  IS  ERECTED  NOT  TO 
A WOMAN, 

BUT 

A SPANIEL.* 

'*  Sc?  an  account  of  this  fpaniel,  Part  II.  p.  u8. 
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Art  thou  offended,  gentle  reader,  at  this  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  a faithful  dog?  Vifit  the  gardens 
at  Stowe;,  and  perufe  the  lines  infcribed  by  Cobham 
to  Signor  Fido,  his  Italian  greyhound!  Or  if  claffic 
authority  influence  thy  tafte,  turn  to  the  page  of  | 
Plutarch,  and  read  the  following  narration!  cc  When 
cc  the  Athenians,  during  the  war  in  which  they  were 
<c  engaged  againft  the  Perflans,  were  conftrained  to  i 
cc  abandon  their  city,  and  retire  to  the  ifland  of 
<c  Salamis,  Xanthippus,  the  father  of  Pericles,  em- 
cc  barked  with  the  reft  of  his  countrymen.  His 
<e  faithful  dog  having  been  left  behind,  fwam  after  j 
cc  the  {hip  till  he  reached  the  fliore;  where  the  poor  ! 

creature  was  no  fooner  landed,  than  he  threw  him- 
<c  felf  down,  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  expired  at 
cc  his  mafter’s  feet.  Xanthippus  buried  him  on  the 
<e  fpot;  and  as  a grateful  memorial  of  his  fidelity,  j 
cc  ere&ed  a monument  over  his  grave,  which  remains  | 
<c  to  this  day,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Cynof- 
<c  fema , or  the  dog’s  fepulchre.” 


MATERNAL  CLAIMS  TO  DUTY. 

PARAPHP.ASED  FROM  XENOPHON. 

It  has  been  the  maxim  of  fome  of  the  paflionate 
admirers  of  antiquity,  that  “ all  novelty  is  but  obii- 
ct  vion.”  And  though  this  obfervation  is  only  to  be 
admitted  within  certain  reftri&ions,  it  has  fuflicient 
foundation  to  incite  our  diligent  enquiries  into  the 
records  of  ancient  literature.  As  time  ftamps  addi- 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


199 


tlonal  value  on  whatever  is  ufeful  and  important,  the 
treafures  which  we  difcover  in  the  rich  mines  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  will  appear  to  us  of  more  intrinfic 
worth,  than  thofe  which  modern  periods  have  opened 
to  our  view.  It  may  therefore  be  more  wile  in  me, 
than  in  the  pedant  of  old,  to  purchafe  the  lamp  of 
Socrates;  and  by  borrowing  his  light,  and  enlarging 
upon  his  precepts,  become  a pliilofopher,  and  teacher 
of  morality. 

Lamprocles,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Socrates,  fell  into  a 
violent  paflion  with  his  mother.  Socrates  was  a 
witnefs  to  this  fliameful  mifbehaviour,  and  attempted 
the  corre&ion  of  it  in  the  following  gentle  and  rational 
manner.  44  Come  hither,  fon,”  faid  he,  44  have  you 
44  never  heard  of  men  who  are  called  ungrateful  ?” 
4 Yes,  frequently,*  anfwered  the  youth.  44  And 
44  what  is  ingratitude ?”  demanded  Socrates.  4 It  is 
4 to  receive  a kindnefs,’  faid  Lamprocles,  4 with- 
4 out  making  a proper  return,  when  there  is  a favour- 
4 able  opportunity.’  44  Ingratitude  is  a fpecies  of 
44  injuftice,  therefore,”  faid  Socrates.  4 1 fliould 
4 think  fo,’  anfwered  Lamprocles.  44  If  then,”  pur- 
fued  Socrates,  44  ingratitude  be  injuftice,  does  it  not 
44  follow,  that  the  degree  of  it  mull  be  proportionate 
44  to  the  magnitude  of  the  favours  which  have  been 
44  received?”  Lamprocles  admitted  the  inference; 
and  Socrates  thus  purfued  his  interrogations.  44  Can 
44  there  fubfift  higher  obligations  than  thofe  which 
44  children  owe  to  their  parents;  from  whom  life  is 
44  derived  and  fupported,  and  by  whofe  good  offices 
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cc  it  is  rendered  honourable,  ufeful,  and  happy?” 

6 I acknowledge  the  truth  of  what  you  fay,’  replied 
Lamprocles;  ‘ but  who  could  fuffer,  without  refent- 
6 ment,  the  ill-humours  of  fuch  a mother  as  I have  V 
cc  What  flratige  thing  has  fhe  done  to  you  ?”  faid 
Socrates.  c She  has  a tongue/  replied  Lamprocles, 
c that  no  mortal  can  bear.’  “ How  much  more,” 
faid  Socrates,  <e  has  fhe  endured  from  your  wrang- 
“ ling,  fretfulnefs,  and  inceffant  cries,  in  the  period 
<c  of  infancy?  What  anxieties  has  file  fuffered  from 
“ the  levities,  capricioufnefs,  and  follies  of  your 
<c  childhood  and  youth?  What  affliction  has  fhe 
“ felt,  what  toil  and  watching  has  fhe  fuftained,  in 
(c  your  illneffes  ? Thefe  and  various  other  power- 
<c  ful  motives  to  filial  duty  and  gratitude  have  been 
<c  recognized  by  the  legiflators  of  our  republic.  For 
<c  if  any  one  be  difrefpectful  to  his  parents,  he  is  not 
permitted  to  enjoy  any  poll  iof  trull  or  honour* 
“ It  is  believed  that  a lacrifice  offered  by  an  impious 
<c  hand  can  neither  be  acceptable  to  the  gods,  nor 
<c  profitable  to  the  flate;  and  that  an  undutiful  foil 
<c  cannot  be  capable  of  performing  any  great  action, 
<c  or  of  executing  diflributive  jullice  with  impartiality. 
<c  Similar  marks  of  dilgrace  are  likewife  ordained  for 
66  thofe,  who,  after  the  death  of  their  parents,  ne- 
66  glecff  their  funeral  rites.  This  circumflance  is  par- 
“ ticularly  enquired  into,  when  the  characters  of  thofe 
“ are  examined  who  are  the  candidates  for  public 
“ offices : therefore,  my  foil,  if  you  be  wife,  you  wifi 
u pray  to  the  gods  to  pardon  the  offences  committed 
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c<  again!!  your  mother.  Let  no  one  difcover  the 
e£  contempt  with  which  you  have  treated  her ; for 
<£  the  world  will  condemn  and  abandon  you  for  fuch 
u behaviour.  And  if  it  be  even  fufpedfed  that  you 
“ repay  with  ingratitude  the  good  offices  of  your 
<£  parents,  you  will  inevitably  forego  the  kindneffes 
of  others;  becaufe  no  man  will  fuppofe  that  you 
<c  have  a heart  to  requite  either  his  favours  or  his 
<c  friendffiip.” 


FRATERNAL  AFFECTION. 

PARAPHRASED  FROM  XENOPHON. 

Two  brothers,  named  Chcerephon  and  Chsere- 
crates,  had  quarrelled  with  each  other,  whenSocrates, 
being  acquainted  with  them,  was  folicitous  to  reftore 
their  amity.  Meeting,  therefore,  with  Chaerecrates, 
he  thus  accofted  him.  <£  Is  not  friendffiip  the  fweetell 
“ folace  in  adverfity,  and  the  greatef!  enhancement 
“ of  the  bleffings  of  profperity  ?”  6 Certainly  it  is,’ 

replied  Chaerecrates;  c becaufe  our  borrows  are  di- 
‘ minifhed,  and  our  joys  increafed  by  fympathetic 
c participation.’  “ Amongil  whom,  then,  muft  we 
“ look  for  a friend?”  Lid  Socrates.  « Would  you 
“ fearch  among  llrangers  ? they  cannot  be  intereiled 
about  you.  Amongil  your  rivals  ? they  have  an 
“ intereft  in  oppofition  to  yours.  Amongil  thofe 
who  are  much  older  or  younger  than  yourfelf? 
“ their  feelings  and  purfuits  will  be  widely  different 
€C  from  yours.  Are  there  not,  then,  fome  circum- 
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“ fiances  favourable  and  others  eflential  to  the  con- 
44  ftitution  of  friendfhipr”  4 Undoubtedly  there  are/ 
anfvvered  Chaerecrates.  44  May  we  not  enumerate/’ 
continued  Socrates,  44  amongft  the  circumftances  fa- 
44  vourable  to  friendfliip,  long  acquaintance,  common 
64  connexions,  fimilitude  of  age,  and  union  of  in- 
44  terefl  ?”  4 1 acknowledge/  faid  Chcerecrates, 

4 the  powerful  influence  of  thefe  circumftances ; but 
4 they  may  fubfift,  and  yet  others  be  wanting,  that 
4 are  eflential  to  mutual  amity.’  44  And  what,”  faid 
Socrates,  44  are  thofe  eflentials  which  are  wanting  in 
44  Chterephon  ?”  4 He  has  forfeited  my  efteem  and 

4 attachment/  anfwered  Choerecrates.  44  And  has  he 
44  alfo  forfeited  the  efteem  and  attachment  of  the  reft  of 
44  mankind?”  continued  Socrates.  44  Is  he  devoid  of 
44  benevolence,  generofity,  gratitude,  and  other  focial 
44  affeXions?”  4 The  gods  forbid/  cried  Chsere- 
4 crates,  4 that  I fliould  lay  fuch  a heavy  charge  upon 
4 him ! His  conduX  to  others,  I believe,  is  irre- 
4 proachable;  and  it  wounds  me  the  more,  that  he 
4 fliould  Angle  me  out  as  the  objeX  of  his  unkindnefs/ 
44  Suppofe  you  have  a very  /aluable  horfe,”  refumed 
Socrates,  44  gentle  under  the  treatment  of  others,  but 
44  ungovernable  when  you  attempt  to  ufe  him;  would 
44  you  not  endeavour  by  all  means  to  conciliate  his 
44  afteXion,  and  to  treat  him  in  a way  the  moft  likely 
44  to  render  him  traXable?  Or  if  you  have  a dog, 
44  highly  prized  for  his  fidelity,  watchfulnefs,  and  care 
44  of  your  flocks,  who  is  fond  of  your  fliepherds,  and 
44  playful  with  them,  and  yet  fnarls  whenever  you 
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44  come  in  his  way  ; would  you  attempt  to  cure  him 
44  of  this  fault  by  angry  looks,  or  words,  or  any  other 

t 

44  marks  of  refentment  ? You  would  furely  purfue 
44  an  oppofite  courfe  with  him.  And  is  not  rhe 
44  friendlhip  of  a brother  of  far  more  worth  than  the 
44  fervices  of  a horfe,  or  the  attachment  of  a do,;  ? 
44  Why  then  do  you  delay  to  put  in  practice  thole 
44  means,  which  may  reconcile  you  to  Chcerephon  ? 
4 Acquaint  me  with  thofe  means,’  anfwered  Ch cere- 
crates,  c for  I am  a ftranger  to  them.’  44  Anfwer  me 
44  a few  queflions,”  faid  Socrates.  cc  If  you  defire 
“ that  one  of  your  neighbours  fhould  invite  you  to 
<c  his  feaft,  when  he  offers  a facrilice,  what  courfe 
“ would  you  take?”  ‘I  would  lirft  invite  him  to 
4 mine/  44  And  how  would  you  induce  him  to  take 
cc  the  charge  of  your  affairs,  when  you  are  on  a jour- 
44  ney?”  4 I fhould  be  forward  to  do  the  fame  good 
4 office  to  him,  in  his  abfence/  44  If  you  be  folicitous 
“ to  remove  a prejudice,  which  he  may  have  received 
againfl  you,  how  would  you  then  behave  towards 
44  him  ?”  4 I ffiould  endeavour  to  convince  him,  by 

4 my  looks,  words,  and  actions,  that  fuch  prejudice 
4 was  ill-founded/  44  And  if  he  appeared  inclined  to 
44  reconciliation,  would  you  reproach  him  with  the 
44  injuftice  he  had  done  you  ?”  4 No/  anfwered 

Chcerecrates,  4 1 would  repeat  no  grievances/ — 
4t  Go,”  faid  Socrates,  44  and  purfue  that  condmft 
44  towards  your  brother,  which  you  would  pra&ife 
44  to  a neighbour.  His  friendlhip  is  of  ineffimable 
44  worth  ; and  nothing  is  more  delightful  to  the  gods, 
44  than  lor  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.” 
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IMMODERATE  STUDY. 

SOPHRON  had  palled  the  day  in  very  intenfe  ap- 
plication to  his  favourite  ftudy.  The  lhades  of  the 
evening  infenfibly  hole  upon  him.  He  called  for  his 
lamp,  and  fupplied  it  with  an  extraordinary  quantity 
of  oil,  that  it  might  burn  till  midnight.  The  flame 
was  languid  and  glimmering.  He  added  more  oil — 
it  yielded  a Hill  fainter  light.  Again  he  replenilhed 
the  lamp — the  flame  became  dimmer.  He  clofed  his 
book ; and  was  foon  left  in  total  darknefs. 

Ah ! fludious  youth,  ufe  not  with  fuch  profufion 
the  facred  oil  of  learning ! Thus  lavilhly  applied,  it 
will  extinguifh,  not  brighten,  the  intellectual  lamp 
that  burns  within  thee, 

THE  CANARY-BIRD  AND  RED  LINNET. 

OnE  fine  evening,  in  the  month  of  May,  a canary- 
bird  was  carried  into  the  garden  at  Hart-Hill.  The 
cage  was  fufpended  by  the  branch  of  a cherry-tree, 
the  hlofioms  and  leaves  of  which  overfpread  the  top 
of  it,  furnilhing  at  once  a delightful  (hade  and  luxu- 
rious repafl.  I fat  down  near  it,  on  a bank  of  turf, 
and  was  highly  pleafed  to  obferve  how  much  the 
little  creature  feemed  to  enjoy  his  new  fituation. 
After  fluttering  his  wings,  hopping  about,  and  peck- 
ing the  bloflbms  which  prefented  themfelves  through 
the  wires  of  the  cage,  he  at  length  fixed  himfelf  upon 
his  perch,  and  began  the  mofl  melodious  long  I ever 
heard.  His  notes  were  fo  tuneful,  diflinct,  and 
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various,  that  he  Toon  filenced  the  mufic  of  a neigh- 
bouring fhrubbery ; and  drew  feveral  birds  into  the 
cherry-tree.  The  fong  of  the  canary  was  now  in- 
terrupted by  a loud  chirping,  which  proceeded,  as  I 
could  clearly  difcern  through  the  leaves  of  the  tree, 
from  a red  linnet  perched  on  a twig,  almofl  dole  to 
the  cage.  When  the  linnet  ceafed,  the  canary-bird 
feemed  to  reply  by  chirping  in  a limilar  manner,  but 
with  more  fweetnefs  and  compofure.  Imagination 
foon  made  me  acquainted  with  this  new  language ; 
and  I fuppofed  the  following  dialogue  to  have  been 
carried  on  between  them. 

Linnet.  Silly  bird!  what  caufe  had  thou  to 
raife  fuch  cheerful  and  exulting  notes  ? Compare 
with  ours  thy  wretched  fituation.  And  when  thou 
viewed  the  bledings  that  we  polTefs,  fhew  at  lead  fome 


fhare  of  wifdom  and  fenlibility,  by  lamenting  thy  in- 
capacity of  attaining  them.  To  rejoice  in  calamity, 
is  furely  the  height  of  folly. 

Canary-Bird.  Your  reproofs  are  cruel  and 
unjud.  It  is  over  the  comforts,  and  not  the  evils,  of 
my  fituation,  that  I rejoice.  When  I fee  you  roving 
at  large,  l feel  the  Iofs  of  liberty  ; and  as  I hop  from 
one  fide  of  my  prifon  to  another,  I often  expand  my 
wings,  confcious  of  powers  which  I am  redrained 
from  exercifing.  Nor  am  I indifferent  to  thofe  focial 
pleafures,  of  which,  though  fometimes  a witnefs,  I 
am  never  a partaker.  But  why  diould  I repine  that 
in  thefe  refpe&s  you  are  more  happy  than  myfelf? 
As  reafonably  might  you  complain  that  partial 
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Heaven  has  conferred  advantages  on  me,  which  are 
denied  to  you.  For  in  that  feafon  when  you  are 
expofed  to  hardlhip,  famine,  and  danger,  I am  fed 
with  a liberal  hand  ; fheltered  from  the  winter’s 
cold;  and  protected  from  the  fowler,  and  every 
animal  of  prey.  Allow  me  then,  without  reproach, 
to  exprefs  my  thankfulnefs  to  God  in  fongs  of  praife; 
to  bear  my  lot  with  cheerful  refignation;  and  even  to 
rejoice  in  that  good,  which,  though  withholden  from 
me,  is  bellowed  upon  others  of  the  feathered  race.' 

Impreffed  with  thefe  ideas,  I arofe  from  my  feat, 
and  retired  to  my  chamber,  pondering  the  leffon  of 
benevolence,  gratitude,  and  contentment,  which  I 
had  heard.  My  window  commanded  a view  of  a 
rich  and  extenfive  plain,  bounded  by  lofty  mountains. 
The  fun  particularly  illumined  a craggy  cliff,  the 
fun-unit  and  fides  of  which  were  covered  with  pine- 
trees.  Fancy  was  on  the  wing,  and  inflantly  trans- 
ported  me  to  the  Unking  fcene.  I conceived  it  to  be 
the  refidence  of  Theophilus;  and  as  I entered  the 
favourite  grove  of  the  pjous  philofopher,  his  evening 
meditations  thus  filuted  my  intellectual  ear: — 
« Teach  me  to  love  thee,  and  thy  divine  adminiflra- 
“ tionl  to  regard  the  univerfe  itfelf  as  my  true  and 
“ genuine  country;  not  that  little  cafual  fpot  where 
“ I frit  drew  vital  air.  Teach  me  to  regard  myfelf 
“ but  as  a part  of  this  great  whole;  a part  which 
w for  its  welfare  I am  as  patiently  torefign,  as  I refign 
<e  a fingle  limb  for  the  welfare  of  my  whole  body. 
44  Let  my  life  be  a continued  fcene  of  acquiefcence. 
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“ and  of  gratitude;  of  gratitude  for  what  I enjoy, 
<c  and  of  acquiefcence  in  what  I fuffer ; as  both  can 
cc  only  be  referable  to  that  order  of  events,  which 
Ci  cannot  but  be  bed,  as  being  by  Thee  approved 
“ and  chofen. 

66  Inafmuch  as  futurity  is  hidden  from  my  fight,  I 
“ can  have  no  other  rule  of  choice,  by  which  to 
“ govern  my  conduct,  than  what  feems  confonant  to 
“ the  welfare  of  my  own  particular  nature.  If  it 
“ appear  not  contrary  to  duty  and  moral  office,  (and 
“ how  ffiould  I judge  but  from  what  appears?) 
u Thou  cand  not  but  forgive  me,  if  I prefer  health 
<e  to  ficknefs ; the  fafety  of  life  and  limb,  to  maiming 
“ or  to  death.  But  did  I know  that  thefe  incidents, 
c<  or  any,  were  appointed  me,  in  that  order  of  events 
<c  by  which  Thou  preferved  and  adorned  the  whole; 
€e  it  then  becomes  my  duty  to  meet  them  with  mag- 
<c  nanimity;  to  co-operate  with  cheerfulneis  in  what 
cc  Thou  ordained;  that  fo  I may  know  no  other  will 
“ than  thine  alone ; and  that  the  harmony  of  my  par- 
“ ticular  mind  with  thy  univerfal  may  be  deady  and 
“ uninterrupted  through  the  period  of  my  exidence. 

“ Yet  fince  to  attain  this  height,  this  tranfcendent 
“ height,  is  but  barely  podible,  if  poffible,  to  the 
“ mod  perfect  humanity ; regard  what  within  me  is 
<c  congenial  to  Thee,  raife  me  above  myfelf,  and 
“ warm  me  into  enthufiafm.  But  let  my  enthufiafm 
C(  be  fuch  as  befits  a citizen  of  thy  polity;  liberal, 
“ gentle,  rational,  and  humane — not  fuch  as  to  dc- 
f(  bafe  me  into  a poor  and  wretched  Have,  as  if  Thou 
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44  wert  my  tyrant,  not  my  father ; much  lefs  fuch  as 
44  to  transform  me  into  a favage  bead  of  prey, 
44  fullen,  gloomy,  dark,  and  fierce,,  prone  to  perfe- 
44  cute,  to  ravage,  and  dedroy;  as  if  the  luft  of  maf- 
44  facre  could  be  grateful  to  thy  goodnefs.  Permit 
ce  me  rather  madly  to  avow  villainy  in  thy  defiance, 
44  than  impioufly  to  aflert  it  under  colour  of  thy 
cc  fervice.  Turn  my  mind’s  eye  from  every  idea  of 
44  this  character ; from  the  fervile,  abje<d,  horrid,  and 
44  ghaflly,  to  the  generous,  lovely,  fair,  and  godlike. 

44  Elere  let  me  dwell; — be  here  my  dudy  and  de- 
44  light.  So  fliall  I be  enabled,  in  the  filent  mirror  of 
4 4 contemplation,  to  behold  thofe  forms  which  are 
44  hidden  to  human  eyes;  that  animating  wifdom 
44  which  pervades  and  rules  the  whole;  that  law  irre- 
44  fidible,  immutable,  fupreme,  which  leads  the  wil- 
44  ling,  and  compels  the  averfe,  to  co-operate  in  their 
44  dation  to  the  general  welfare;  that  magic  divine 
44  which,  by  an  efficacy  pad  comprehenfion,  can 
44  transform  every  appearance  the  moil  hideous  into 
44  beauty,  and  exhibit  all  things  fair  and  good  to 
44  Thee,  Efifence  Increate,  who  art  of  purer  eyes  than 
44  ever  to  behold  iniquity. 

44  Be  thefe  my  morning,  thefe  my  evening  medi- 
44  tations — with  thefe  may  my  mind  be  unchangeably 
44  tinged — that  loving  Thee,  with  a love  mod  difin- 
44  tereded  and  fincere;  enamoured  of  thy  polity,  and 
44  thy  divine  adminidration ; welcoming  every  event 
44  with  cheerfuinefs  and  magnanimity,  as  being  bed 
44  upon  the  whole,  becaufe  ordained  of  Thee ; pro- 
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*•  pofing  nothing  to  myfelf,  but  with  a referve,  that 
“ Thou  permitted;  acquiefcing  in  every  obdrufrion, 
cs  as  ultimately  referable  to  thy  providence — in  a 
“ word,  that  working  this  conduct,  by  due  exercife, 
“ into  perfect  habit,  I may  never  murmur,  never 
“ repine ; never  mifs  what  I would  obtain,  nor  fall 
cc  into  that  which  I would  avoid ; but  be  happy  with 
cc  that  tran fcendent  happinefs  of  which  no  one  can 
<c  deprive  me;  and  bled  with  that  divine  liberty, 
“ which  no  tyrant  can  annoy.”* 

I 

AN  EXPERIMENT. 

Look  attentively  at  the  glafs,  and  mark  the  va- 
riety of  images  which  it  exhibits?  You  will  fee  in 
it  the  haughty  and  infolent  courtier,  awed  into  gen- 
tlenefs  by  the  prefence  of  the  tyrant  whom  he  ferves: 
and  the  tyrant  didurbed  by  fufpicion,  fear,  and  an- 
xiety, whild  he  receives  with  fmiles  the  incenfe  of 
flattery,  and  glories  in  his  fplendour  and  power.  The 
envious  man  tortured  at  the  heart,  yet  expreding  out- 
ward figns  of  pleafure,  when  the  merits  of  his  rival 
are  extolled.  The  well-educated  youth  who  has  been 
feduccd  by  vicious  companions,  inwardly  appalled  du- 
ring the  hours  of  riot  and  jollity.  The  idle  lounger, 
feemingly  at  eafe,  but  really  fretful,  difcontented, 
and  unhappy. 

* The  paragraphs  marked  by  inverted  commas  have  been  co- 
pied, with  a few  variations,  from  Mr.  Harris’s  dialogue  concerning 
happinefs. 


VOL.  I, 


O 


210 


A FATHER'S 


You  are  jocular,  faid  Alexis.  I fee  nothing  but  a 
glafs  tumbler,  containing  about  two  parts  of  water 
and  one  of  oil,  fufpended  by  a cord,  and  fwung  back- 
wards and  forwards  by  your  hand.  1 he  oil  appears 
perfectly  fmooth  and  undifturbed,  whilft  the  water 

below  is  in  violent  agitation. 

And  do  you  not  perceive,  anfwered  Euphronius, 
a (hiking  analogy  between  this  internal  (form  but 
fuperficial  calm,  and  the  feveral  characters  which  I 
have  enumerated  ? I will  diverfify  the  allufion,  and 
vary  the  experiment  by  pouring  out  the  oil,  and  Ap- 
plying its  place  with  water.  The  fluid,  you  obferve, 
now  remains  tranquil  throughout,  although  the  fame 
motion  is  given  to  the  veflel  as  before.  I hus  com- 
pofure  of  mind  may  be  preferved  amidft  the  agitations 
and  tumults  of  life,  if  we  cherifli  no  paflions,  that, 
like  oil  and  water,  are  difcordant  to  each  other. 
Alexis  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  thefe  moral 
analogies;  but  exprefled  his  furprize  and  perplexity 
at  the  appearances  from  which  they  were  deduced. 
He  was  deflred  to  confider  them  attentively,  and  to 
exercife  his  genius  in  the  folution  of  them. 

the  roving  fishes. 

If  folid  happinefs  we  prize, ' 

Within  our  breaft  this  jewel  lies, 

And  they  are  fools  who  roam, — 

Of  reft  was  Noah’s  dove  bereft, 

When,  with  impatient  wing,  fhe  left 
That  fafe  retreat,  the  ark: 

* gee  j)r,  Franklin’s  Experiments  andObfemtions  on  Electricity. 
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Giving  her  vain  excurfion  o’er. 

The  dilappointed  bird  once  more 
Explor’d  the  lacred  bark.j' 

Sophronia,  whofe  maternal  tendernefs  was  directed 
by  a folid  judgment  and  well-cultivated  undemanding, 
had  been  repeating  thefe  lines  to  her  fon,  and  urging 
the  difficulties,  temptations,  and  dangers  which  await 
the  inexperienced  youth,  when  he  too  forwardly 
launches  into  the  bufy  world.  They  were  enjoy- 
ing an  evening’s  walk;  and  the  path  which  they 
purfued  terminated  in  a beautiful  pond,  fupplied  with 
water  by  a murmuring  rill,  that  for  a while  feemed 
to  lofe  its  current ; but  paffing  onwards,  flowed 
through  a concealed  grate  into  a neighbouring  brook. 
Having  reached  the  margin  of  the  pond,  they  flopped 
to  gaze  at  the  fportive  fillies,  gliding  in  all  directions, 
with  graceful  eafe,  through  the  yielding  element.  But 
a large  tench  was  obferved  to  remain  in  one  unvaried 
pofltion,  as  if  flupified  with  pain,  or  overwhelmed 
with  forrow.  Were  fillies  capable  of  reflection,  I 
fliould  prefume,  faid  Sophronia,  that  the  tench  we 
are  looking  at,  is  mourning  the  folly  and  calamities 
of  her  offspring.  Laft  week  a fudden  and  unufual 
fwell  of  the  brook  raifed  the  water  of  this  pond  above 
its  level;  and  three  young  tenches  eagerly  took  the 
opportunity  of  efcaping  over  the  grate,  and  quitted 
with  joy  the  confinement,  to  which  they  had  fub- 
mitted  for  fome  time  with  impatience  and  difcontent. 
Ihey  fwam  down  the  ftream,  exulting  in  their  li- 
berty; and  were  juft  entering  a fpacious  mill-pool^ 

f Cotton’s  Fire-Side. 
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which  promifed  every  gratification  to  their  boundlefs 
willies,  when  a ravenous  pike  feized  upon  the  fore- 
molt,  and  terrified  the  others  with  the  apprehenfion  ^ 
of  dangers  before  unknown.  Ihe  (hallows  of  the 
pool  were  now  fought  for  fecurity,  but  the  flood 
having  damaged  the  dike,  the  water  rapidly  dis- 
charged itfelf.  One  of  the  remaining  tenches  was 
left  in  a hollow,  to  die  a painful  and  lingering  death; 
the  other  impelled  by  hunger  (wallowed  a bait,  and 
became  the  prey  of  a filherman.  1 hus  penfhed 
thefe  unfortunate  rovers;  affording  us  a leffon  of  in- 
Aru&ion,  concluded  Sophronia,  which  it  cannot  be 
neceffary  either  to  explain  or  to  apply. 

THE  HISTORIAN  AND  THE  PAINTER. 

What  unpleafing  face  is  this?  (aid  an  hiftorian 
to  a painter,  as  he  was  viewing  the  exhibition  of  ins 
pictures.  It  is  the  portrait,  anfwered  the  artift,  of  a 
man  whom  I fecretly  defpife;  and  I have  purpofely 
rendered  it  harfli  and  difagreeable. — What  a liberal 
and  noble  countenance,  continued  the  learned  fpec- 
tator,  does  the  picture  before  me  difplay!  So  looks 
the  original,  replied  the  painter;  and  I have  the  ho- 
nour to  call  him  my  friend  and  patron.  May  I not 
prefume,  then,  that  the  Venus,  on  the  right  hand,  is 
the  likenefs  of  your  miflrefs?  I confefs  it,  fa  id  the 
artiff  with  a blufli.  But  if  paflion  and  prejudice 
fometimes  guide  my  pencil,  how  much  more  fre- 
quently do  they  direff  your  pen?  I delineate  chiefly 
for  the  eye;  you  for  the  underflanding  and  the  heart. 
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To  deceive,  therefore,  may  be  venial  in  the  painter, 
but  is  criminal  in  the  hiftorian.  The  art  of  falfe 
colouring,  however,  is  not  peculiar  either  to  you  or 
to  me.  It  is  praXifed  by  all  mankind,  both  in  their 
judgments  of  themfelves  and  others.  Self-love 
ftrongly  incites  to  draw  a flattering  piXure;  political 
and  religious  prejudices,  though  lefs  forcible,  are  not 
lefs  certain  in  their  influence;  and  envy,  rivalfliip, 
and  hatred,  offer  to  our  pencil  only  dark  and  dis- 
gufting  tints. 

u All  is  infected,  that  the  infected  ’fpy ; 

“ As  a]l  looks  yellow  to  the  jaundic’d  eye.” 

THE  RATTLE-SNAKE. 

An  European  youth,  fauntering  through  a wood 
in  Virginia,  heedlefs  where  he  trod,  fuddenly  heard 
a harfli  rattling  noife,  which  filenced  the  warbling  of 
the  nightingales,  and  feemed  to  ftrike  terror  into 
every  living  object  around  him.  He  looked  forward, 
and  beheld,  acrofs  the  path  which  he  purfued,  a large 
fnake,  with  the  head  erect,  the  body  coiled,  and  the 
the  tail,  from  which  the  found  proceeded,  in  conti- 
nual agitation.  Alarmed  with  the  danger  that 
awaited  him,  he  haftened  back  to  Williamfburgh ; 
and  was  eager  both  to  recount  his  adventure,  and  to 
give  utterance  to  the  reflexions  which  it  had  fug- 
geffed.  How  wife,  faid  he,  are  the  proviflons  of  the 
Author  of  Nature,  to  guard  his  favourite,  man  from 
whatever  may  prove  noxious  or  deftruXive  to  him? 
The  lion  roars  when  he  ifl'ues  from  his  den;  the 


214 


A FATHER'S 


wolf  howls  in  his  no&urnal  excurfions ; and  the 
dreadful  ferpent  from  which  I efcaped  this  morning, 
ihakes  his  rattle,  as  he  crawls  along,  to  warn  ns  of 
the  danger  that  approaches. 

Ceafe,  young  man,  replied  a venerable  fage,  to 
accufe  Providence  of  partiality;  nor  abufe  the  wifdom 
of  God,  by  applaufes  which  are  founded  only  on 
pride  and  ignorance!  The  animals  you  have  men- 
tioned inhabit  many  a defert,  where  no  human  foot- 
ftep  can  be  traced:  how  then  fliould  their  inflincts 
or  exertions  have  any  reference  to  the  fecurity  of 
man?  The  lions  roar,  and  the  wolves  howl,  to  roufe 
the  beads  from  their  fecret  hiding-places : for  with- 
out fuch  difcovery  of  their  prey,  of  what  avail  would 
be  their  ftrength  or  fwiftnefs  ? 

The  fnake  you  faw  produces  no  found  with  the 
tail,  in  the  ordinary  motions  of  his  body ; and  had 
not  a childifli  fear  prevented,  you  might  have  been 
a witnefs  to  the  ufe  which  he  makes  of  his  rattle. 
That  reptile  feeds  chiefly  on  fquirrels  and  birds, 
which  he  cannot  catch,  without  feme  artifice  to  bring 
them  within  his  reach.  He  therefore  creeps  near  the 
tree,  on  whofe  branches  he  perceives  them ; and 
fuddenly  fhaking  his  rattle,  fo  affrights  the  poor 
creatures,  on  which  he  fixes  his  piercing  eyes,  that 
they  have  no  power  to  efcape : and  they  leap  from 
bough  to  bough,  till,  overcome  with  terror  and  fa- 
tigue, they  fall  to  the  ground,  and  are  devoured  by 
their  ravenous  enemy  * 


* See  Mead  on  Poifons. 
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AN  EXPERIMENT. 

TwO  young  beech  trees,  planted  at  the  fame  time, 
in  the  fame  foil,  at  a fmall  diltance  from  each  other, 
and  equally  healthy,  were  pitched  upon  as  the  fuhjeft 
of  the  following  experiment.  They  were  accurately 
meafured ; and  as  foon  as  the  buds  began  to  fwell 
in  the  fpring,  the  whole  trunk  of  one  of  them  was 
cleanfed  of  its  mofs  and  dirt,  by  means  of  a brufh 
and  foft  water.  Afterwards  it  was  walhed  with  a 
wet  flannel,  twice  or  thrice  every  week,  till  about  the 
middle  of  fummer.  In  autumn,  when  the  annual 
growth  was  fuppofed  to  be  completed,  the  beeches 
were  again  meafured;  and  the  increafe  of  the  tree, 
which  had  been  waflied  was  found  to  exceed  that  of 
the  other,  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one.f 

Had  you  feen  the  commencement  of  this  experi- 
ment, Alexis,  you  would  probably  have  fmiled  at  the 
nicety  of  the  gardener,  and  thought  his  labour  mis- 
applied. But  the  conclufion  of  it  will  give  you  dif- 
ferent ideas  ; and  perhaps  convince  you,  by  the  ob. 
vious  analogy,  that  cleanlinefs  and  frequent  wafliing 
promote  the  health,  vigour,  and  growth  of  the  body. 
It  may  fatisfy  you  alfo,  that  various  minute  atten- 
tions, in  the  conduct  of  your  education,  which  at 
prefent  may  feem  to  be  fuperfluous  and  irkfome,  are 
of  real  importance,  by  removing  thofe  caufes  which 
would  retard  your  progrefs  towards  mauly  flrength 

i 

t See  Dr.  Hale’s  Statical  Effays;  Mr.  Evelyn’s  Sylva;  and  the 
Philof.  Tranf.  vol.  xlvii. 
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and  mental  excellence.  For  every  habit  of  awkward- 
nefs  impairs  fome  ufeful  power  of  action;  and  as  the 
mofs  preys  on  the  nutricious  juices  of  the  beech,  fo 
falfe  opinions  and  principles  defpoil  the  mind  of  a 
correfpondent  portion  of  knowledge,  truth,  and  virtue. 

TRUE  ELEVATION  OF  MIND  DISPLAYED  IN 
CONDESCENSION  AND  HUMANITY. 

Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  one  of  the  brighteft  orna- 
ments of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  court.  In  early  youth 
he  difcovered  the  flrongefl  marks  of  genius  and  un- 
derftanding.  Sir  Fulk  Greville,  Lord  Brook,  who 
was  his  intimate  friend,  and  who  has  written  an 
account  of  his  life,  fays,  cc  Though  I lived  with  him, 
<e  and  knew  him  from  a child,  yet  I never  knew  him 
ce  other  than  a man,  with  fuch  fteadinefs  of  mind, 
6(  lovely  and  familiar  gravity,  as  carried  grace  and 
ce  reverence  above  greater  years.  His  talk  was  ever 
cc  of  knowledge,  and  his  very  play  tended  to  enrich 
<e  his  mind.”  ' 

He  was  an  a&ive  fupporter  of  the  caufe  of  liberty 
in  the  Low  Countries,  where  he  had  a command  un- 
der his  uncle  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  general  of  the 
Englifh  forces  employed  againft  the  tyrant  Philip  II. 
of  Spain.  In  the  battle  near  Zutphen,  he  difplayed 
the  molt  undaunted  and  enterprifing  courage.  He 
had  two  horfes  killed  under  him,  and  whillt  mount- 
ing a third  he  was  wounded  by  a muiket-fliot  out 
of  the  trenches,  which  broke  the  bone  of  his  thigh, 
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He  returned  about  a mile  and  a half  on  horfeback 
to  the  camp;  and  being  faint  with  the  lofs  of  blood, 
and  probably  parched  with  third:  through  the  heat 
of  the  weather,  he  called  for  drink.  It  was  prefently 
brought  to  him;  but  as  he  was  putting  the  vefiel  to 
his  mouth,  a poor  wounded  foldier,  who  happened 
to  be  carried  by  him  at  that  inftant,  looked  up  to  it 
with  wifhful  eyes.  The  gallant  and  generous  Sidney 
took  the  bottle  from  his  mouth  jult  when  he  was 
going  to  drink,  and  delivered  it  to  the  foldier,  faying. 
Thy  necejjity  is  yet  greater  than  mine.  Sir  Philip  was 
conveyed  to  Arnheim,  and  attended  by  the  principal 
furgeons  of  the  camp.  During  fixteen  days  great 
hopes  were  entertained  of  his  recovery;  but  the  ball 
not  being  extracted,  and  a mortification  enfuing,  he 
prepared  himfelf  for  death  with  the  utmoft  piety  and 
fortitude,  and  expired  on  the  17th  of  October,  1586, 
in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age.  He  is  faid  to 
have  taken  leave  of  his  brother  in  thefe  affe&ing  terms : 
“ Love  my  memory  ; cherifh  my  friends;  their  fidelity 
“ to  me  may  allure  you  that  they  are  honeft.  But 
“ above  all,  govern  your  will  and  affe&ions  by  the 
“ will  and  word  of  your  Creator;  in  me  beholding 
“ the  end  of  this  world,  with  all  her  vanities.”* 


ROBINSON  CRUSOE. 


J UAN  Fernandez  is  an  ifland  in  the  great  South- 

O 

Sea,  about  fifteen  miles  long  and  fix  broad.  The 


* See  the  Brit.  Biogra.  vol.  vi.  article  Sidney. 
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fprings  of  water  which  it  contains  are  excellent,  and 
it  abounds  with  a variety  of  efculent  and  antifcorbutic 
vegetables.  Formerly  wild  goats  fubfifted  in  great 
numbers  on  its  mountains,  but  the  breed  is  now 
nearly  deftroyed.  Commodore  Anfon’s  fquadron, 
in  1741,  remained  here  three  months,  during  which 
time  the  dying  crews,  who  on  their  arrival  could 
fcarcely  heave  the  anchor  with  one  united  effort,  were 
cured  of  the  fcurvy,  and  reftored  to  perfect  health. 
The  Commodore  fowed  in  the  ifiand  many  garden- 
feeds,  and  fet  the  ftones  of  plumbs,  apricots,  and 
peaches,  which  it  is  faid  have  fince  come  to  maturity. 

About  the  year  1705,  Alexander  Selkirk,  a Scotch 
mariner,  was  left  by  forne  accident  on  this  defert 
bland,  where  he  continued  till  1710,  when  he  was. 
taken  up  by  an  Englifh  fftip,  and  brought  back  to 
Europe.  The  houfe  which  he  built  as  a fhelter  from 
the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  and  as  a defence 
from  danger,  fubfifted  in  the  time  of  Lord  Anfon; 
and  is  defcribed  to  have  been  fo  fmall,  that  a man 
Could  not  without  difficulty  creep  into  it  and  ftretch 
himfelf  at  length.*  When  Selkirk  returned  to  his 
native  country,  he  related  his  very  interefting  adven- 
tures to  Daniel  Defoe,  who  founded  upon  them  the 
Hiftory  of  Robinfon  Crufoe,  the  beft  and  molt  enter- 
tabling  mgral  romance  now  extant.  It  difplays,  in  a 
ftriking  manner,  the  advantage  of  being  inured  to 
manual  exertions,  the  value  of  fkill  in  the  mechanic 
arts,  the  numberlefs  benefits  we  derive  from  the 


* Beattie’s  Differtations,  p.  565. 
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divlfion  of  labour;  and  above  all,  it  enables  us  to 
perceive,  in  their  full  extent,  the  intelle&ual,  moral, 
and  religious  aids  we  derive  from  fociety.  Some  of 
thefe  improving  leffons  are  admirably  enforced  in  the 
following  little  poem,  by  Mr.  Cowper,  which  the 
reader  muft  fuppofe  to  have  been  the  foliloquy  of 
Selkirk,  on  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

“ I am  monarch  of  all  I furvey, 

“ My  right  there  is  none  to  difpute;  ' 

“ From  the  centre  all  round  to  the  fea 
“ I am  lord  of  the  fowl  and  the  brute. 

“ Oh  folitude ! where  are  the  charms 
“ That  fages  have  feen  in  thy  face? 
c<  Better  dwell  in  the  midft  of  alarms, 

“ Than  reign  in  this  horrible  place. 

“ I am  out  of  humanity’s  reach, 

“ I muft  finifti  my  journey  alone, 

<e  Never  hear  the  fweet  mufic  of  fpeech; 

“ I ftart  at  the  found  of  my  own. 

**  The  beafts  that  ream  over  the  plain, 

“ My  form  with  indifference  fee. 

They  are  fo  unacquainted  with  man ; 

“ Their  tamenefs  is  fhocking  to  me. 

f<  Society,  friendfliip,  and  love, 

“ Divinely  bellow’d  upon  man, 

(t  O had  I the  wings  of  a dove, 

“ How  foon  would  I tafte  you  again ! 

*(  My  forrows  I then  might  affuage 
‘‘  In  the  ways  of  religion  and  truth ; 

“ Might  learn  from  the  wifdom  of  age, 

“ And  be  cheer’d  by  the  fallies  of  youth. 

“ Religion  ! what  treafure  untold 
**  Refides  in  that  heavenly  word ! 

*'  More  precious  than  filver  and  gold, 

“ Or  all  that  this  earth  can  afford. 
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Bat  the  found  of  the  church-going  bell 
“ Thefe  valleys  and  rocks  never  heard, 

“ Ne’er  figh’d  at  the  found  of  a knell, 

“ Or  finil’d  when  a fabbath  appear’d. 

t(  Ye  winds,  that  have  made  me  your  fport, 

“ Convey  to  this  defolate  Ihore 
<e  Some  cordial,  endearing  report 
“ Of  a land  I fhall  vifit  no  more. 

“ My  friends,  do  they  now  and  then  fend 
“ A wifh  or  a thought  after  me  ? 
tf  O tell  me  I yet  have  a friend, 

“ Though  a friend  I am  never  to  fee. 

“ How  fleet  is  a glance  of  the  mind ! 

Compar’d  with  the  fpeed  of  its  flight, 

“ The  tempefl  itfelf  lags  behind, 

“ And  the  fwift-wing’d  arrows  of  light. 

When  I think  of  my  own  native  land, 

“ In  a moment  I feem  to  be  there ; 

*f  But  alas ! recollettion  at  hand 
“ Soon  hurries  me  back  to  defpair. 

(e  But  the  fea-fowl  is  gone  to  her  nefl, 

“ The  bead  is  laid  down  in  his  lair; 

“ E’en  here  is  a feafon  of  reft, 

“ And  I to  my  cabin  repair. 

“ There  is  mercy  in  every  place, 

“ And  mercy,  encouraging  thought! 

“ Gives  even  affliction  a grace, 

**  And  reconciles  man  to  his  lot.” 

Cowper’s  Poems,  vol.  i. 


CRITICISM. 

“ For  not  to  know  fome  trifles  is  a praife.”  Pope. 

BoCCALINI,  a celebrated  Italian  writer,  who 
fiourifhed  about  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth 
century,  adopts  the  following  fiftion.  He  fuppofes 
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that  Apollo,  holding  a court  on  ParnafTus,  hears  the 
complaints  of  the  whole  world,  and  adminifters  in 
each  cafe  impartial  juftice.  A critic,  having  collected 
all  the  faults  of  a great  poet,  offered  them  to  the 
judge,  who  gracioully  received  the  tribute,  and  pro- 
mifed  an  adequate  reward.  lie  therefore  delivered 
to  the  author  a quantity  of  wheat,  juft  thrafhed  from 
the  flieaf,  and  commanded  him  to  feparate,  with  the 
niceft  care,  the  chaff  from  the  grain.  The  critic  en- 
gaged in  the  talk  with  hope  and  alacrity.  And 
when  he  had  completely  finifhed  it,  Apollo  prefented 
him  with  the  chaff,  as  the  prize  due  to  his  merit,  and 
which  ^lone  he  was  qualified  to  value.*  Such  is  the 
reward  of  thofe  who  make  it  their  primary  objeft  to 
difcover  the  blemifhes,  not  the  excellencies  of  the 
works  which  they  perufe;  a faftidious  mode  of  cri- 
ticifm,  equally  unfavourable  to  pleafure  and  to  im- 
provement. It  originates  for  the  moft  part  in  vanity 
or  affectation,  and  always  betrays  difingenuoufnefs 
and  want  of  judgment.  Tafte  and  knowledge  ele- 
vate the  mind  above  attention  to  trifles,  and  candour 
difpofes  it  to  fearch  for  incitements  to  praife,  and  not 
to  cenfure. 

The  following  ludicrous  incident  is  related  by  Mr. 
Pope.  “ The  famous  Lord  Halifax  was  rather  a 
<e  pretender  to  tafte  than  really  poffeffed  of  it.  When 

I had  finifhed  the  two  or  three  firft  books  of  my 

# Mi.Addifon,  in  his  admirable  Commentary  on  Paradife  Loft* 
has  quoted  this  fable  of  Boccalini,  and  delivered  fome  excellent  ob- 
iervations  on  the  folly  of  hypercriticifm. 
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“ tranflation  of  the  Iliad,  that  lord  defired  to  have 
<c  the  pleafure  of  hearing  them  read  at  his  houfe. 
“ Addifon,  Congreve,  and  Garth,  were  there  at  the 
“ reading.  In  four  or  five  places  Lord  Halifax 
<c  flopped  me  very  civilly,  and  with  a fpeech  each 
44  time,  much  of  the  fame  kind, 6 I beg  your  pardon, 
c*  4 Mr.  Pope,  but  there  is  fomething  in  that  paffage 
44  4 that  does  not  quite  pleafe  me.  Be  fo  good  as 
46  4 to  mark  the  place,  and  confider  it  a little  at  your 
44  4 leifure.  Pm  fure  you  can  give  it  a little  turn.’  I 
44  returned  from  Lord  Halifax  with  Dr.  Garth  in  his 

i 

44  chariot;  and  as  we  were  going  along,  was  faying 
44  to  the  Doftor,  that  my  Lord  had  laid  me  .under  a 
44  good  deal  of  difficulty  by  fuch  loofe  and  general 
44  obfervations,  that  I had  been  thinking  over  the 
44  paffages  almoll  ever  fince,  and  could  not  guefs  at 
44  what  it  was  that  offended  his  Lordffiip  in  either 
44  of  them.  Garth  laughed  heartily  at  my  embarrafs- 
44  ment;  /aid  I had  not  been  long  enough  acquainted 
44  with  Lord  Halifax  to  know  his  way  yet;  that  I 
44  need  not  puzzle  myfelf  about  looking  thofe  places 
44  over  and  over  when  I got  home.  4 All  you  need 
44  4 do/  fays  he,  4 is  to  leave  them  juft  as  they  are; 
44  4 call  on  Lord  Halifax  two  or  three  months  hence, 
4 4 4 thank  him  for  his  kind  obfervations  on  thofe  paf- 
44  4 fages,  and  then  read  them  to  him  as  altered.  I 
44  4 have  known  him  much  longer  than  you  have, 
44  4 and  will  be  anfwerabie  for  the  event.’  I fob 
44  lowed  his  advice,  waited  on  Lord  Halifax  fome 
4£  time  after;  faid  I hoped  he  would  find  his  objections 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


OOQ 

•+*  .4* 

u to  thofe  paffages  removed  ; read  them  to  him  ex- 
C£  a&Iy  as  they  were  at  firft:  and  his  Lordfhip  was 
<c  extremely  pleafed  with  them,  and  cried  out.  Ay , 
<e  now  they  are  perfectly  right , nothing  can  he  better  A” 

ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE  VARIOUS  DEGREES,  ENER- 
GIES, AND  MODIFICATIONS  OF  INSTINCT. 

SlMPLE  inftinff  is  a propenfity  to  feek,  without 
deliberation  or  defign,  what  is  agreeable  to  the  par- 
ticular nature  actuated  by  it;  and  to  avoid  what  is 
incongruous  or  hurtful.  It  is  a practical  power  which 
requires  no  previous  knowledge  or  experience,  and 
which  purfues  a prefent  or  diftant  good,  without  any 
definite  ideas  or  forefight,  and  often  with  no  apparent 
confcioufnefs.  The  calf,  when  it  firft  comes  into  the 
world,  applies  to  the  teats  of  the  cow,  ignorant  of 
the  tafle  or  nutritious  quality  of  the  milk,  and  con- 
fequently  with  no  views  either  to  fenfual  gratification 
or  fupport.  And  the  duckling  which  has  been  hatched 
under  a hen,  at  a diftance  from  water,  difcovers  a 
conftant  reftlcffnefs  and  impatience,  and  is  obferved 
to  praftife  all  the  motions  of  fwimming,  though  a 
ftranger  to  its  future  defignation,  and  to  the  element 
for  which  its  oily  feathers  and  web-like  feet  are  formed. 
The  female  turtle  lays  her  eggs  in  the  fand  on  the 
fea-fhore,  where  they  are  left  to  be  hatched  by  the 
warmth  of  the  fun.  As  foon  as  they  come  forth, 

they  crawl  to  the  fea.  Caterpillars  fhaken  off  a tree 

* *T'5" 

* See  Spence.  Johnfon’s  Life  of  Pope. 
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in  any  direction  turn  immediately  towards  die  trunk, 
and  climb  to  the  foliage.  44  A llonechatter  makes 
44  its  nefton  the  ground,  or  near  it;  and  the  young, 
44  as  loon  as  they  can  fhift  for  themfelves,  leave  the 
<c  neft  inftin&ively.  An  egg  of  the  bird  was  laid  in 
44  a fwallow’s  neft  fixed  to  the  roof  of  a church. 
44  The  fwallow  fed  all  the  young  equally,  without 
44  diftin&ion.  The  young  llonechatter  left  the  nell 
44  at  the  ufual  time,  before  it  could  fly;  and  falling 
44  to  the  ground,  it  was  taken  up  dead.”*  The 
dung-hill  fowl  feeds  on  worms,  and  on  the  feeds  of 
vegetables  depofited  near  the  furface  of  the  ground. 
To  difcover  thefe  provifions,  nature  inftinctively  im- 
pels the  bird  to  fcrape  with  the  foot ; and  this  act  is 
performed  even  on  a heap  of  corn. 

A power,  analogous  to  this  Ample  inftinft,  ope- 
rates with  equal  energy,  on  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
Thus  a hop-plant,  turning  round  a pole,  follows  the 
courfe  of  the  fun,  from  fouth  to  welt,  and  foon  dies 
when  forced  into  an  oppoflte  line  of  motion:  but  re- 
move the  obftacle,  and  the  plant  will  quickly  return 
to  its  ordinary  pofltion.  The  branches  of  a honey- 
fuck  le  fhoot  out  longitudinally,  till  they  become  un- 
able to  bear  their  own  weight ; and  then  Arengthen 
themfelves,  by  changing  their  form  into  a fpiral:  when 
they  meet  with  other  living  branches  of  the  fame 
kind,  they  coalefce,  for  mutual  fupport,  and  one 
fpiral  turns  to  the  right,  and  the  other  to  the  left; 
thus  fecking,  by  an  inftin&ive  impulfe,  fome  body  on 


* Sketches  of  the  Hiitory  of  Man. 
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which  to  climb,  and  increafmg  the  probability  of  find- 
ing one,  by  the  diverfity  of  their  courfe:  for  if  the 
auxiliary  branch  be  dead,  the  other  uniformly  winds 
itfelf  round  from  the  right  to  the  left.* 

Several  years  ago,  whilft  engaged  in  a courfe  of 
expe*  iments,  to  afeertain  the  influence  of  fixed  air  on 
vegetation,  the  following  fact  repeatedly  occurred  to 
me.  A fprig  of  mint,  fufpended  by  the  root,  with 
the  head  downwards,  in  the  middle  glafs  veffel  of 
the  machine  for  preparing  mephitic  water,  continued 
to  thrive  vigoroufly,  without  any  other  pabulum  than 
what  was  fupplied  by  the  ftream  of  gas  to  which  it 
vas  expofed.  In  twenty-four  hours,  the  Hem  formed 
into  a curve,  the  head  became  er eft,  and  gradually 
afeended  towards  the  mouth  of  the  veffel;  thus  pro- 
ducing, by  fucceflive  efforts,  a new  and  unufual 
< onfiguiation  of  its  parts.  Such  exertions  in  the 
jpng  of  mint,  to  re&ify  its  inverted  pofition,  and  to 
remove  from  a foreign  to  its  natural  element,  feem  ten 
evince  an  inftincf  to  avoid  what  was  evil,  and  to  re- 
cover what  had  been  experienced  to  be  good.  If  a 
plant  in  a garden-pot  be  placed  in  a room  which  has 
no  light,  except  from  a hole  in  the  wall,  it  will  fhoot 
towards  the  hole,  pafs  through  it  into  the  open  air, 
and  then  vegetate  upwards  in  its  proper  direftion! 

I lie  water-lily,  be  the  pond  deep  or  fhallow  in  which 
n grows,  puflies  up  its  flower-flems  till  they  reach 
the  open  air,  that  th q farina  facundans  may  perform 
without  injury  its  proper  office.  About  feven  in  the 

Loid  Kaims’s  Gentleman  Farmer. 

VOL.  I.  p 


226' 


A father's 


morning  the  ftalk  erects  itfelf,  and  the  flowers  rife 
above  the  furface  of  the  water:  in  this  hate  they  conti- 
, nue  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  (talk  becomes 
relaxed,  and  the  flowers  fink  and  clofe.  Lord 
Kaims  relates,  that  <c  amongft  the  ruins  of  New 
tc  Abbey,  formerly  a monastery,  in  Galloway,  there 
“ grows  on  the  top  of  a wall  a plane-tree,  twenty 
iC  feet  high.  Straitened  for  nourifliment  in  that  bar- 
tc  ren  fltuation,  it  feveral  years  ago  dire&ed  roots 
€C  down  the  fide  of  the  wall  till  they  reached  the 
e<  ground,  ten  feet  below:  and  now  the  nourifliment 
ct  it  afforded  to  thefe  roots  during  the  time  of  defcend- 
“ ing,  is  amply  repaid ; having  every  year  flnce  that 
6C  time  made  vigorous  flioots.  From  the  top  of  the 
<e  wall  to  the  furface  of  the  earth  thefe  roots  have 
<e  not  thrown  out  a Angle  fibre,  but  are  now  united 
tc  into  a pretty  thick  hard  root.”*  The  regular 
movements  by  which  the  fun-flower  prefents  its  fplen- 
did  diik  to  the  fun,  have  been  known  to  naturaliffs, 
and  celebrated  by  poets  both  of  ancient  and  modern 
times.  Ovid  founds  upon  it  a beautiful  ffory  ; and 
Thomfon  defcribes  it  as  an  impulfe  of  love  to  the 
celeffial  luminary — 

“ But  one,  the  lofty  follower  of  the  fun, 

“ Sad  when  he  fets,  Ihuts  up  her  yellow  leaves, 
t(  Drooping  all  night ; and  when  he  warm  returns, 

“ Points  her  enamour’d  bofom  to  his  ray.” 

Thefe  examples  of  the  inflinffive  ceconomy  of  ve- 
getables have  been  purpofely  taken  from  fubjeffs 

4 

* Gentleman  Farmer. 
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familiar  to  our  daily  obfervation:  but  the  plants  of 
warmer  climates,  were  we  fufSciently  acquainted  with 
them,  would  probably  furnifli  better  illuftrations  of 
this  acknowledged  power  of  animality;  and  I fliall 
briefly  recite  the  hiftory  of  a very  curious  exotic,  which 
has  been  delivered  to  us  from  good  authority,  and 
confirmed  by  the  obfervations  of  feveral  European 
botanifls.  The  Dioncca  Mufcipula  is  a native  of 
North-Carolina.  Its  leaves  are  numerous,  inclining 
to  bend  downwards,  and  placed  in  a circular  order : 
they  are  jointed  and  fucculent:  the  upper  joint  con- 
fiffs  of  two  lobes,  each  of  which  is  femi-oval  in  its 
form,  with  a margin  furnifhed  with  flifF  hairs,  which 
embrace  each  other  when  they  clofe  from  any 
irritation.  The  furfaces  of  thefe  lobes  are  covered 
with  fmall  red  glands,  which  probably  fecrete  fome 
fweet  liquor  tempting  to  the  tafte,  but  fatal  to  the 
lives  of  infers;  for  the  moment  the  poor  animal 
alights  upon  thefe  parts,  the  two  lobes  rife  up,  grafp 
it  forcibly,  lock  the  rows  of  lpines  together,  and 
fqueeze  it  to  death;  and  left  the  ftruggles  for  life 
fliould  difengage  the  infeft  thus  entangled,  three  fmall 
fpines  are  fixed  amongfl:  the  glands,  near  the  middle 
of  each  lobe,  which  effectually  put  an  end  to  all  its 
efforts.  Nor  do  the  lobes  open  again  while  the  dead 
animal  continues  there.  The  diffolution  of  its  fub- 
ffance,  therefore,  is  fuppofed  by  naturaliffs  to  con- 
fiitute  part  of  the  nourifliment  of  the  plant.  But  as 
the  difcriminative  power  of  fimple  inffin£t  is  always 
limited,  and  proceeds  with  a blind  uniformity  when 
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put  into  exertion,  the  plant  doles  its  leaves  as  forcibly, 
if  Simulated  by  a draw  or  a pin,  as  by  the  body  of 
an  in  fed ; nor  does  it  expand  them  again  till  the 
extraneous  fubftance  is  withdrawn.  I have  been  in- 
formed that  the  Drofera , anEnglilh  plant  which  grows 
in  fwampy  grounds,  is  endued  with  powers  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Carolinian  Mufcipula . 

The inftindive operations  of  animalandvegetablelife 
afford  the  fulled  and  moll  ftriking  evidence  of  the  un- 
remitting energy  of  Divine  Wifdom  and  Providence. 
They  are  efforts  of  profound  fkill  and  accurate  judg- 
ment, performed  independently  either  of  confcious- 
nefs  or  defign;  and  can  therefore  be  confidered  only 
as  the  agency  of  Sovereign  Intelligence  and  Power. 
The  cell  of  a bee  is  conftruded  agreeably  to  the 
nicefl  mathematical  rules,  as  appears  by  the  fluxion- 
ary calculations  of  Mr.  Maclaurin.  But  this  little 
infed  carries  on  his  wonderful  labours,  unknowing  of 

I 

their  plan  or  end,  aduated  by  an  internal  and  un- 
erring impulfe.  A new-born  animal  breathes  the  very 
inflant  it  comes  into  the  world;  and  when  (Emulated 
by  hunger,  fucks  and  fwallows,  untaught  and  with 
perfed  expertnefs,  though  thefe  feveral  operations  are 
extremely  complex,  and  require  the  fucceffive  adion 
of  numerous  mufcles.  Shall  we  not  then  elevate  our 
minds,  with  pious  confidence  and  gratitude,  to  the 
great  Superintendant  of  the  univerfe,  who  clothes  the 
grafs  of  the  field;  who  fuffers  not  a fparrow  to  fall  to 
the  ground  without  his  knowledge ; and  in  whom  we 
dive,  and  move , and  have  our  being! 
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THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

Nat  URE  has  wifely  proportioned  the  powers  of 
animals  to  the  diverfified  neceffities  of  the  feveral  fpe- 
cies  endued  with  them.  Corallines  and  Seapens  are 
fixed  to  a fpot,  becaufe  all  their  wants  may  be  there 
fupplied.*  The  oyfter,  during  the  afllux  of  the  tide, 
opens  to  admit  the  water,  lying  with  the  hollow  (hell 
downwards.  But  when  the  ebb  commences,  it  turns 
on  the  other  fide ; thus  providing,  by  an  inconfider- 
able  movement,  for  the  reception  of  its  proper  nutri- 
ment; and  afterwards  difcharging  what  is  fuper- 
fluous.f  Mr.  Miller,  in  his  late  account  of  the  ifland 
of  Sumatra,  mentions  a fpecies  of  coral,  which  the 
inhabitants  have  miftaken  for  a plant,  and  have  de- 
nominated lalan-lout , or  fea-grafs. 

But  there  are  numerous  claffes  of  animals  placed  in 
circumftances  which  require  the  exertion  of  higher 
powers,  and  more  complex  faculties,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  wife  purpofes  of  their  exigence.  Such 
feem  to  be  endued  with  inftin&s  accommodable  to 
variations  of  date  and  feafon,  and  to  pofiefs  a faga- 
city  capable  of  improvement  from  experience  and 

* Coral  is  known  to  be  the  fabric  of  a little  worm,  which  enlarges 
its  houfe,  in  proportion  as  its  own  bulk  increales.  This  little  crea- 
ture, which  has  fcarcely  fenfation  enough  to  be  diftinguiflied  from  a 
plant,  builds  up  a rocky  ftrudure  from  the  bottom  of  a fea  too  deep 
to  be  meafured  by  human  art,  till  it  reaches  the  furface,  and  offers 

a firm  bafis  for  the  refidence  0/  man. See  Forfter’s  Voyage, 

(with  Capt.  Cook,)  vol.  ii.  p.45. 
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obfervation.  This  branch  of  natural  hi  (lory  is  fo 
interefling  and  inflruttive,  that  I {hall  briefly  attempt 
the  farther  illufl ration  of  it,  as  a fequel  to  the  fore- 
going chapter. 

Spiders,  and  many  infers  of  the  beetle  kind,  avoid 
danger  when  it  approaches,  by  counterfeiting  death ; 
and  this  is  not  a ftate  of  convulfion  orftupor,  but  an 
inftin&ive  exertion ; for  when  the  object  of  terror  is 
withdrawn,  they  inflantly  recover.  Bees  augment 
the  depth  of  their  cells,  and  increafe  the  number,  as 
occafion  requires.  A wafp,  carrying  out  one  that  is 
dead  from  his  neft,  if  he  find  the  load  too  heavy, 
divides  it  into  two  portions.  In  Senegal,  the  oflrich 
fits  upon  her  eggs  only  during  the  night,  leaving 
them  in  the  day  to  the  heat  of  the  fun;  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  which  is  a cooler  climate,  flie  never 
quits  her  neft.*  If  a turkey  hen  die  during  hatching, 
the  cock  afliimes  her  province ; and  after  the  young 
are  hatched,  he  tends  them  with  an  afliduity  equal  to 
that  of  the  female.  Even  when  the  hen  is  engaged 
with  a new  brood,  the  cock  takes  charge  of  the 
former  one,  leading  them  about  for  food,  and  per- 
forming all  the  tender  offices  of  a mother. f Incu- 
bation is  occalionally  performed  by  male  birds  of  the 
finging  tribe;  and  Thoinfou  has  fo  charmingly  de- 
fcribed  the  various  pleafing  difplays  of  this  iuftinft, 
that  I cannot  forbear  to  tranfcribe  the  following  lines 
from  his  Poem  on  the  Spring  : — 

* See  Tran  factions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  vol.  i. 
t See  Kaims’s  Hiitory  of  Man. 
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“ As  thus  the  patient  dam  afliduous  fits, 

“ Not  to  be  tempted  from  her  tender  talk, 

“ Or  by  lharp  hunger,  or  by  fmooth  delight, 

“Though  the  whole  loofen’d  fpring  around  her  blows; 

“ Her  fympathizing  lover  takes  his  Hand 
“ High  on  th’  opponent  bank,  and  ceafelcfs  fings 
“ The  tedious  time  away;  or  elfe  fupplies 
“ Her  place  a moment,  while  flic  hidden  flits 
“To  pick  the  fcanty  meal.” 

I 

The  eider  duck  lines  her  neft  with  down  plucked 
from  her  own  body.  When  the  neft  is  robbed  of 
this  down,  which  is  of  great  value  on  account  of  its 
warmth,  foftnefs,  and  elafticity,  {he  foon  replaces  it 
from  her  own  ftore;  but  when  robbed  a fecond  time, 
the  male  then  furnilhes  the  down.  On  the  approach 
of  the  hounds,  the  female  hind  puts  herfelf  in  the 
way  of  being  hunted,  and  leads  them  from  her  fawn.* 
The  hare  doubles,  with  wonderful  addrefs,  to  evade 
purfuit,  and  difplays  more  art  the  oftener  {he  is 
hunted.  It  is  not  unufual  for  her  to  leap  from  one 
furze-bulh  to  another,  by  which  the  feent  is  loft,  and 
the  dogs  are  milled.  She  will  fomeiimes  run  by  the 
fide  of  a hedge,  pafs  through  it,  and  then  return  by 
the  other  fide.  And  when  a frelh  hare  has  been 
ftarted,  the  former  .hunted  one  will  fquat  in  her  feat. 

There  are  certain  inftin&s  in  the  brute  creation, 
which  appear  to  be  fomewhat  adventitious  in  their 
origin;  but  having  once  actuated  the  fpecies,  are 
communicated  by  defeent  to  fucceflive  generations. 
The  late  circumnavigators  obferved  at  Dulky-Bay,  in 
New-ZeaJand,  that  numbers  of  fmall  birds  wlfclj 

* See  Kaims’s  Iliftory  of  Man. 
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dwelt  in  the  woods,  were  fo  unacquainted  with  men, 
that  they  hopped  upon  the  neared  branches  to  them,  ' 
and  even  on  their  fowling-pieces;  perhaps  viewing 
the  flrangers  as  new  obje&s,  with  a pleafing  curiofity. 
This  fearledhefs  at  fird  protected  them  from  harm,  as 
it  was  impodible  to  flioot  them  under  fuch  circum- 
dances;  but  in  a few  days  it  proved  the  caufe  of  their 
dedru&ion  : for  a dy  cat,  belonging  to  the  flfip, 
perceiving  fo  eafy  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  deli- 
cious meals,  regularly  took  her  walks  in  the  woods 
every  morning,  and  made  great  havock  among  the 
birds,  which  had  before  no  experience  of  fuch  an 
infidious  enemy.*  Is  it  not  probable  that  the  in- 
din&ive  principle  of  felf-prefervation  would  foon 
operate  on  thefe  feveral  tribes  of  birds,  and  render 
the  cat  an  object  of  dread  and  avoidance  to  them 
and  to  their  poderity?  The  crocodiles  of  the  Nile 
are  faid  to  be  afraid  of  man ; for  his  empire  is  there 
edablidied,  and  they  have  long  felt  his  fuperiority; 
whereas  thofe  which  abound  in  the  rivers  of  South 
America,  having  never  been  fubdued,  attack  the 
human  fpecies  with  ferocity  and  confidence,  as  their 
natural  prey. 

The  New-Zealand  dogs  are  fed  on  the  refufe  of  the 
meals  of  their  favage  maders.  They  eat  the  flelh 
and  bones  of  other  dogs;  and  hence  the  puppies  be-  t 
come  canibals,  as  it  were,  from  their  birth.  Captain 
Cook  had  a whelp  of  this  country  in  his  fliip,  which 
had  adhredly  taded  nothing  but  the  mother’s  mill:, 

* Sec  Fortier’s  Voyage,  (with  Capt.  Cook,)  vol.  i.  p.  iz8. 
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before  it  was  purchafed.  Yet  this  whelp  eagerly 
devoured  a portion  of  a dead  dog,  from  which  feveral 
others  of  the  European  breed,  taken  on  board  at  the 
Cape  of  Good-Hope,  turned  with  abhorrence.* 

The  migration  of  birds  is  one  of  the  mod  curious 
phoenomena  in  nature,  and  illuftrates,  in  a manner 
peculiarly  ftriking,  the  power  of  inftinct.  The  op- 
portunity of  obferving  it  occurs  every  autumn  in  this 
country;  and  Mr.  Jago  has,  in  a very  pi&urefque 
manner,  defcribed  it  in  a poem,  entitled  “rlhe 
“ Swallows ;”  of  which  a confiderable  part  (hall  be 
inferted  at  the  clofe  of  thefe  chapters,  becaufe  it  not 
only  furnidies  much  information  in  natural  hiflory, 
but  alfo  oilers  an  admirable  leflon  of  piety  and 
morality. 

The  tribes  of  birds  which  migrate,  either  in  fearch 
of  food,  or  of  warmer  climes,  are  various;  and  before 
theirflight,  they  collect  together  in  aftonifhing  crowds. 
« The  Rev.  Mr.  White,  of  Selborne,  in  Hampfliire, 
“ on  the  29th  of  September  1768,  travelling  very 
“ early,  between  his  lioufe  and  the  coaft,  was  at  firffc 
“ environed  with  a thick  fog;  but  on  a large  wild 
<c  heath,  the  mid  began  to  break,  and  difcovered  to 
“ him  numberlefsfwallows,  cludered  on  the  {landing 
<c  budies,  as  if  they  had  rooded  there.  As  foon  as 
<c  the  fun  burd  out,  they  were  indantly  on  wing,  and 
<c  with  an  eafy  and  placid  Eight  proceeded  towards 
cc  the  fea.”f  Linnaeus,  in  the  account  of  his  tour 

# See  Fortier’s  Voyage,  (with  Capt.  Cook,)  vol.  i.  p.  235. 
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into  Lapland,  relates  that,  in  1732,  he  law  the  whole 
river  Calix  covered,  eight  fucceffive  days  and  nights, 
with  birds  of  the  goofe  tribe;  and  that  he  could 
fcarcely  have  conceived  fiich  a multitude  to  exift. 
They  all  moved  towards  the  fea,  and  continued  their 
courfe  to  the  fouth.  Of  the  cuckoo,  which  is  a bird 
of  paiTage,  I am  induced  to  mention  one  circumflance, 
becaufe  it  evinces  at  the  fame  time  both  the  blindnefs 
and  the  accommodablenefs  of  inftinC.  The  female 
forms  noneft,  her  ftomach  being  fo  large  that  incuba- 
tion would  be  inconvenient  to  herfelf,  and  deftruclive 
to  her  offspring ; lire  therefore  depofits  her  eggs  in  the 
nefts  of  other  birds,  and  leaves  to  them  the  care  of 
hatching  and  rearing  her  young.  Thefe  are  not  fo 
foon  qualified  to  provide  for  themfelves,  as  the  off- 
fpring  of  their  fofter- mother;  and  they  follow,  and  are 
fupported  by  her,  with  affiduous  tendernefs,  by  a pro- 
traced  and  miffaken  application  of  a natural  impulle. 

The  flight  of  birds  to  diftant  climes,  or  acrofs  wide 
oceans,  is  performed  with  unerring  exactnefs.  The 
ftork  is  obferved,  year  after  year,  to  hatch  in  the  fame 
11  eft  which  (lie  had  once  occupied.  M.  Ekmark  in- 
forms us,  that  he  noted  the  fame  keftrel  always 
returning  to  lay  in  one  hole,  in  an  old  tower;  and 
that  two  motic ilia  alba  (white  water- wagtails)  built 
in  a laurel  tree,  in  the  phyfic  gardens  at  Upfal,  for 
the  lnft  fix  years.* 

The  carrier  pigeon  is  perhaps  not  lefs  remarkable 
for  the  accuracy  with  which  it  returns  to  the  fpot 

* Amoenitat.  Academic. 
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from  whence  it  was  conveyed.  Lithgow  allures  us, 
that  one  of  tliefe  birds  will  carry  a letter  from  Ba- 
bylon to  Aleppo;  performing  in  forty-eight  hours, 
what  is  to  man  a journey  of  thirty  days.  Every 
Turkifh  Bafliaw  is  laid  to  have  a number  of  thefe 
pigeons,  that  have  been  bred  in  the  Seraglio,  which 
on  any  emergent  occafion  he  difpatches  to  the  Grand 
Vizir,  with  letters  braced  under  the  wings.  The 
camels  which  travel  over  the  Tandy  deferts  of  Arabia, 
know  their  way  precifely,  and  are  able  to  purfue  their 
route,  when  their  guides  are  utterly  ignorant  of  it. 
A dog  has  the  like  faculty;  for  if  carried  from  home 
hood-winked,  and  by  a circuitous  road,  to  a conli- 
derable  diftance,  he  will  find  his  way  back  by  the 
neareft  and  moft  direct  paffage;  of  which  1 have  heard 
feveral  well-authenticated  inftances.  And  the  bee 
returns  to  the  hive,  from  excurfions  of  many  miles, 
by  fome  power  unknown  to  us;  for  the  eyes  of  th:s 
infect  are  fo  convex,  that  it  does  not  appear  capable 
of  feeing  beyond  the  fpace  of  a foot. 


THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

V EGETABLES  bear  fo  near  a fimilitude  to  ani- 
mals in  their  ftru£ture,  that  botanifts  have  derived 
from  anatomy  and  phyfiology  almoft  all  the  terms  em- 
ployed in  the  defcription  of  them.  A tree  or  fhrub, 
they  inform  us,  confifts  of  a cuticle,  cutis,  and  cellular 
membrane;  of  veflels  varioufly  difpofed,  and  adapted 
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to  the  tranfmiflion  of  different  fluids;  and  of  a lig- 
neous or  bony  fubllance,  covering  and  defending  a 
pith  or  marrow.  Such  organization  evidently  be- 
longs not  to  inanimate  matter;  and  when  we  obferve 
in  vegetables  that  it  is  connected  with,  or  inflrumental 
to,  the  powers  of  growth,  of  felf-prefervation,  of 
motion,  and  of  feminal  increafe,  we  cannot  hefitate  to 
afcribe  to  them  a living  principle.  By  admitting 
tins  attribute  we  advance  a ftep  higher,  fince  the 
idea  of  life  feems  to  imply  fomething  of  a fenfitive 
nature:  and  there  is  a large  clafs  of  plants,  whofe 
motions  have  been  long  noticed  with  admiration,  as 
exhibiting  the  moil  obvious  figns  of  it.  Thefe  mo- 
tions are  ftiil  more  remarkable  in  the  Hedy  far  urn , a 
curious  fhrub  unknown  to  Linnaeus,  and  lately  brought 
from  the  Eail-Indies,  which  has  been  cultivated  in 
feveral  of  our  botanical  gardens.  I have  had  re- 
peated opportunities  of  examining  this  exotic  with 
attention.  It  is  trifolious,  grows  to  the  height  of 
four  feet,  and  produces  in  autumn  yellow  flowers. 
The  lateral  leaves  are  fmaller  than  thofe  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  flalk;  and  all  day  long  they  are  con- 
tinually moving  either  upwards,  downwards,  or  in 
the  fegment  of  a circle:  the  Lift  motion  is  performed 
by  the  twilling  of  the  foot-flalks;  and  whilft  one  leaf 
is  riling,  its  aflbciate  is  generally  defcending.  The 
motion  downwards  is  quicker  and  more  irregular  than 
the  motion  upwards,  which  is  Heady  and  uniform. 
Thefe  movements  are  obfervable,  during  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours,  in  the  leaves  of  a branch  lopped 
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off  from  the  flirub  and  kept  in  water.  If  from  any 
obftacle  the  motion  be  retarded,  upon  the  removal  of 
that  obftacle  it  is  refumed  with  a greater  degree  of 
velocity. * I cannot  better  comment  on  this  won- 
derful degree  of  vegetable  animation  than  in  the 
words  of  Cicero:  Inanhjium  eft  omne  quod  pufu  agi- 
iatur  externo;  quod  aut cm  eft  animal , id  motu  cietur. 
interiore  et  fuo . Indeed  the  farther  we  carry  our 
refearches  into  the  comparative  natures  of  animals 
and  vegetables,  the  more  fhall  we  find  that  they 
elucidate  the  ceconomy  of  each  other,  and  recipro- 
cally difcover  faculties,  which  are  common  to  both.f 

The  framers  of  fyflems  have  invented  arrangements 
and  divifions  of  the  works  of  God,  to  aid  the  mind 
in  the  purfuits  of  faience.  But  we  are  not  implicitly 
to  admit  as  reality  what  is  merely  artificial,  or  adopt 

diftin&ions  without  proof  of  any  effential  difference,. 

- 

Lapides  c ref  cunt ; vegetabilia  c ref  cunt  et  vivunt; 
animalia  crefcunt , vivunt,  et  fentiunt . This  climax 
of  Linnteus  is  conformable  to  the  do&rines  of  Ari- 
ftotle,  Pliny,  Jungius,  and  others:  but  none  of  ihefe 
great  men  have  adduced  fufficient  evidence  to  fupport 
the  negative  charafferiilics,  if  I may  fo  exprefs  my- 
felf,  on  which  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature  are 

* See  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  Art.  Hedyfarum. 

f See  this  fubjeft  more  fully  difcu/Ted  in  the  author’s  EiTiy  on  the 
Perceptive  Power  of  Vegetables,  inferted  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Manchefter,  vol.  ii.  p.  n4. 
Of  this  Eflay  fuch  portions  have  been  introduced  into  the  prefent 
inquiry,  as  tend  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  inftin<5f,  conducted  as 
a general  attribute  of  life. 
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here  eftablilhed.  That  a gradation,  however,  fub- 
fifts  in  the  fcale  of  beings,  is  clearly  manifefl:  and 
without  entering  into  the  difeuflion  of  what  confti- 
tutes  animality , I fliall  proceed  to  inquire  into  the 
higher  faculties  of  brutes.  The  inflin&s  which  have 
been  hitherto  enumerated  mark  great  fagacity,  and 
a power  of  accommodation  to  varying  circumftances. 
But  they  operate  uniformly,  and  with  the  fame  or 
nearly  the  fame  energy  on  the  firfl  as  on  fubfequent 
occafions.  To  an  attentive  obferver  it  will  farther 
appear,  that  animals  are  endued  with  memory,  that 
they  are  capable  of  obfervation,  that  they  derive 
knowledge  from  experience,  are  difpofed  to  imitation, 
acquire  ikill  from  difeipline  and  inftru&ion,  give  ftrong 
tokens  of  judgment,  and  that  they  are  influenced  by 
various  paflions  and  affe&ions.  This  fubjecl:  opens 
a wide  and  delightful  field  for  invefligation:  but  I 
mud  content  myfelf  with  a very  confined  and  partial 
furvey  of  it. 

The  diflin&ion  made  by  Ariflotle  between  remem~ 
brance  and  recollection  feems  to  be  well  founded,  and 
has  been  adopted  by  feveral  modern  waiters  on  morals 
and  metaphyfics.*  The  former  is  a paflive  faculty, 
prefenting  fpontaneoufly  antecedent  impreflions,  when 
occafions  arife  to  revive  them.  The  latter  implies 
mental  exertion,  and  fometimes  requires  the  deduc- 
tions of  reafon.  Of  this  Ariflotle  denies  the  exiflence 
amongft  the  lower  orders  of  animals.  I am  perfuaded, 
however,  that  both  the  attributes  of  memory  belong 

* Reid,  Beattie,  See.' 
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to  them,  and  flrall  endeavour  to  adduce  examples  of 
each  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  opinion. 

A dog  which  had  been  the  favourite  of  an  elderly 
gentlewoman,  fome  time  after  her  death  difcovered 
the  ftrongeft  emotions  on  the  fight  of  her  pi&ure 
when  taken  down  from  the  wall,  and  laid  on  the  floor 
to  be  cleaned.  lie  had  never  been  obferved,  I be- 
lieve, to  notice  the  picture  previoufly  to  this  incident. 
Here  was  evidently  a cafe  of  paflive  remembrance, 
or  of  the  involuntary  renewal  of  former  impreflions. 
Another  dog,  the  property  of  a gentleman  who  died, 
was  given  to  a friend  in  Yorkfliire.  Several  years 
afterwards,  a brother  from  the  Weft-Indies  paid  a 
fliort  vifit  at  the  houfe  where  the  dog  was  then  kept. 
He  was  inftantly  recognized,  though  an  entire  ftranger, 
in  confequence  probably  of  a ftrong  perfonal  likenefs. 
The  dog  fawned  upon  and  followed  him,  with  great 
affe&ion,  to  every  place  where  he  went.* 

* Though  the  affeRing  ilory  of  the  dog  of  Ulyfles,  as  related 
by  Homer,  is  confeiledly  fabulous,  yet  it  is  fo  confonant  to  truth 
and  nature,  that  it  may  be  admitted  as  an  illuilration  of  the  reten- 
tive memory  of  this  faithful  animal. 

“ Thus  near  the  gates  conferring  as  they  drew, 

“ Argus,  the  dog,  his  ancient  mailer  knew. 

“ He,  not  unconfcious  of  the  voice  and  tread, 

“ Lifts  to  the  found  his  ear,  and  rears  his  head. 

“ He  knew  his  lord;  he  knew  and  ilrove  to  meet, 

“ In  vain  he  ilrove  to  crawl  and  kifs  his  feet: 

“ Yet  (all  he  could)  his  tail,  tois  ears,  his  eyes 
“ Salute  his  mailer,  and  confefs  his  joys. 

“ Soft  pity  touch’d  the  mighty  mailer’s  foul ; 

“ A down  his  cheek  a tear  unbidden  Role. 
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Of  thofe  voluntary  exertions  of  memory  which  are 
termed  recollection,  the  marks  are  lefs  apparent  in 
brutes.  But  not  to  urge  that  all  the  arts  of  training 
are  in  a great  meafure  founded  on  them,  they  may 
be  obferved  in  the  ftate  of  nature,  and  on  occafions 
which  are  not  referable  to  difcipline.  A cat  confined 
in  a room,  (probably  after  trying  in  vain  other  modes 
of  efcape)  climbed  up  to  the  latch,  and  thus  opened 
the  door.*  In  the  year  1760,  the  following  incident 
occurred  near  Hammerfmith.  Whilft  one  Richard- 
fon,  a waterman  of  that  place,  was  lleeping  in  his 
boat,  the  veffel  broke  from  her  moorings,  and  was 
carried  by  the  tide  under  a weft  country  barge. 
Fortunately  the  man’s  dog  happened  to  be  with  him; 
and  the  fagacious  animal  awaked  him,  by  pawing  his 
face,  and  pulling  the  collar  of  his  coat,  at  the  inftant 
when  the  boat  was  filled  with  water,  and  on  the 
point  of  finking;  by  which  means  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  faving  himfelf  frourotherwife  inevitable  death. f 
Each  of  thefe  cafes  indicates  reflexion,  and  evinces 
an  active  effort  to  recall  to  memory,  and  to  draw 
conclufions,  probably  of  an  intuitive  kind,  from  paft 
perceptions. v They  are  proofs  alfo  of  capacity  for 
obfervation,  and  for  deriving  knowledge  from  expe- 

“ The  dog,  whom  fate  had  granted  to  behold 
“ His  lord,  when  twenty  tedious  years  had  roll’d, 

“ Takes  a laffc  look,  and  having  fecn  him,  dies.” 

# Pope’s  O^yflcy,  book  xvii. 

* Phil.  Tranf.  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh, 
f See  Annual  Regifter,  vol,  iii.  p.  90. 
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rience.  But  the  wonderful  docility  of  animals  leaves 
no' room  to  doubt  that  they  are  pofleffed  of  fuch  fa- 
culties. Let  any  one  confider  the  acquirements  of 
the  falcon,  the  fetting-dog,  the  Arabian  courfer,  and 
the  war-horfe,  and  he  cannot  fail  to  fatisfy  his  mind 
on  thefe  interefting  points.  A raven  may  be  taught 
to  fetch  and  carry  with  the  addrefs  of  a fpaniel:  and 
fome  time  ago  a canary  bird  was  exhibited  in  London, 
that  could  pick  up  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  at  the 
word  of  command,  fo  as  to  fpell  the  name  of  any 
perfon  in  company.  A tame  magpie  fpontaneoufly 
learns  from  imitation  to  pay  regard  to  fome  oi  the 
lliining  obje&s  which  he  notices  to  be  valued ; a 
piece  of  money,  a tea-fpoon,  or  a ring,  are  tempting 
prizes  to  him;  and  a whole  family  has  been  put  into 
confufion  by  fufpicions  concerning  the  lofs  of  fuch 
things,  which  have  been  afterwards  found  in  the 
lurking  hole  of  this  bird.*  In  a hate  of  nature,  his 
obfer'vation  and  experience  ^ire  fometimes  applied  to 
the  benefit  of  others  of  the  feathered  race:  for  when 
a fowler  is  Healing  upon  a flock  of  wild-ducks  or 
geefe,  the  magpie  will  louiid  his  flirill  note  of  alarm, 
and  rouze  them  to  provide  for  their  fafety  by  imme- 
diate flight.! 

The  Cuculus  Indicator  of  Africa,  it  is  faid,  calls 
thofe  who  are  feeking  for  honey  in  the  woods  by  the 
cry  of  chir!  chir!  When  the  hunters  approach, 
he  flies  a little  way  before,  dire&ing  them  to  the 

hollow  tree  wherein  the  bees  have  made  their  hive, 

A# 

* Goldfniith.  t idem,  vol.  v* 
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on  which  he  alights.  If  the  hunters  do  not  imme- 
diately arrive,  he  returns  to  meet  them,  redoubles  his* 
cries,  goes  back  again  to  the  tree,  and  perches  upon 
it.  He  feems  i'olicitous  to  point  out  to  them  that 
treafure,  which  perhaps  without  the  aid  of  man,  or 
fome  more  powerful  animal  than  himfelf,  he  is  unable 
. to  procure.  Whilft  the  honey  is  taking,  he  watches 
the  plunderers  attentively  from  a neighbouring  bufh, 
waiting  for  a (hare  of  the  fpoil;  of  which  a part  is 
always  given  him,  as  an  incitement  to  his  future 
alhl  lance.* 

The  moral  inflinfts  of  brutes  form  a very  intend- 
ing part  of  their  conftitution ; and  a Ihort  view  of 
them  will  not  only  be  curious  in  itfelf,  but  tend  to 
elucidate  thofe  of  the  intellectual  kind,  if  fuch  a mode 
of  expreihon  may  be  allowed.  I lhall  confider  them 
under  the  denomination  of  passions  and  affections. 

Paflions  as  well  as  appetites  are  to  be  found  through 
the  greateft  parts  of  animated  nature,  diverfified  in 
their  number,  degrees,  and  modifications.  The  rep- 
tile, when  injured,  difcovers  figns  of  refentment  no 
lefs  unequivocally  than  the  mighty  elephant:  and  the 
humming-bird  is  fo  irafcible,  that  its  fits  of  rage  fur- 
prize  and  divert  the  fpeCtator.  On  fome  occafions 
tilde  moral  inftinCts  oppofe  each  other;  and  the  ani- 
mal may  be  obferved  balancing,  as  it  were,  motives 
to  action,  and  difiraCted  by  contrary  impulfes.  But 
one  p allion  more  frequently  fuperfedes  another.  Thus 
fear  is  furmounted  by  anger  or  refentment,  under  the 

* Natural  Iliftory  of  Birds,  p.  57. 
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influence  of  which,  efpecially  if  combined  with  the 
love  of  life  or  of  offspring,  a very  high  degree  of 
courage  is  affumed.  When  the  (tag  is  Angled  from 
the  herd  for  the  pleafures  of  the  chace, 

“ At  firft,  in  fpeed 

“ He  fprightly  puts  his  faith,  and,  rous’d  by  fear, 

“ Gives  all  his  i'wift  aerial  foul  to  flight.  * 

u But  fainting  brcathlefs  toil, 

“ Sick,  feizes  on  his  heart : he  ftands  at  bay, 

“ And  puts  his  lafl  weak  refuge  in  defpair.”  Thomson. 

The  poet,  in  thefe  lines,  has  not  done  full  juffice  to 
the  lafl:  exertions  of  the  poor  flag,  in  the  defence  of 
his  life.  I believe  he  fometimes  repels  the  aflaults  of 
the  dogs  with  wonderful  courage,  when  his  ffrength 
has  not  been  too  far  exhaufted  by  the  chace.  The 
timid  ewe,  who  is  incapable  of  prote&ing  herfelf,  be- 
comes intrepid  and  even  fierce  when  her  lamb  is  in 
danger,  and  attacks  every  fuppofed  enemy  who  ap- 
proaches her  beloved  charge. 

Jealoufy  is  a mixed  paflion,  compounded  of  love, 
pride,  and  refentment.  It  is  often  obfervable  in  brutes, 
and  revenge  is  fometimes  fuperadded.  The  following 
incident  I have  related  in  another  work,*  on  the 
authority  of  a diflinguifhed  literary  chara&er.  “ My 
<c  mowers,”  fays  he,  <c  cut  a partridge  on  her  neff, 
<c  and  immediately  brought  the  eggs  (fourteen)  to 
c€  the  houfe.  I ordered  them  to  be  put  under  a very 
“ large  beautiful  hen,  and  her  own  to  be  taken  away. 
ct  They  were  hatched  in  two  days,  and  the  hen 
£c  brought  them  up  perfeftly  wrell  till  they  were  five 

* Moral  and  Literary  Differtations. 
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cc  or  fix  weeks  old.  During  that  time  they  were 
tc  conftantly  kept  confined  in  an  out-houfe,  without 
tc  having  been  feen  by  any  of  the  other  poultry. 
<c  The  door  happened  to  be  left  open,  and  the  cock 
cc  got  in.  Finding  her  with  the  brood  of  partridges, 
“ he  fell  upon  her  with  the  utmoft  fury,  and  put 
cc  her  to  death.  The  hen  had  been  formerly  the 
6£  cock’s  greatefi  favourite.”  In  this  inftance,  there 
feems  to  have  fubfified  not  only  a combination  of 
pafiions,  but  fomething  like  a difcrimination  of  injury, 
and  a con  vision  of  conjugal  infidelity:  for  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  cock  did  not  extend  to  the  brood 
of  partridges,  but  was  confined  to  the  apparently- 
offending  hen. 

Pafiions  are  accompanied  with  firong  perturbation, 
and  are  ufually  of  ftiort  continuance.  But  in  brutes 
we  often  perceive  emotions,  which  being  of  a calmer 
kind,  and  of  longer  duration,  may  be  properly  termed 
affeflions.  Of  love,  the  whole  oeconomy  of  pairing 
affords  the  moff  delightful  fpe&acle;  and  amongfl 
the  feathered  race  it  fubfifis  with  purity  and  ardour, 
fome  time  after  the  firfh  law  of  nature  has  been  ful- 
filled. Of  gratitude,  many  domeftic  animals  difplay 
examples  which  furniih  inftruftive  Ieffons  to  mankind. 
Of  loyalty,  the  queen  bee  has  more  complete  expe- 
rience than  any  monarch  in  the  world:  and  in  a pack 
of  hounds  there  is  generally  one  leader,  who  poffeffes 
the  deference  and  refpeft  of  all  around  him;  fo  that 
when  the  dogs  are  at  fault,  if  he  open,  all  inftantly 
confide  in  him,  and  unite  in  the  purfuit.  In  every 
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herd  of  cattle  an  exa&  fubordination  fubfifts;  and 
when  a Granger  is  introduced  amongft  them,  he  mull 
fuftain  many  alfaults,  and  fight  many  battles,  before 
his  rank  can  be  afcertained.  This  implies  at  once 
both  fubmiffion  to  and  the  love  of  power. 

I have  thus  given  a concife  view  of  thofe  various 
faculties  which  may  be  regarded  either  as  the  attri- 
butes of  life,  or  which  are  common  to  man  with  the 
inferior  orders  of  beings.  It  is  one  of  our  mod 
diftinguifhing  and  exalted  privileges,  that  we  are  qua- 
lified to  admire  and  to  comprehend  fuch  manifold 
difplays  of  wifdom  and  benevolence.  By  the  con- 
templation of  the  works  of  God  we  rife  to  God 
himfelf.  We  participate  in  his  counfels,  we  rejoice 
in  the  benignity  of  his  adminiflration,  we  become  the 
willing  inftruments  of  his  bounty,  and  we  learn  to 
refign  ourfelves  with  devout  fubmiffion  to  his  fove- 
reign  difpofal.  Thefe  noblefl  exercifes  of  reafon  and 
piety  conflitute  our  true  fuperiority  over  the  brutes 
that  perijh;  and  by  this  exaltation  of  our  moral  and 
intelle&ual  powers,  we  fhall  be  trained  for  the  im- 
provements and  enjoyments  of  immortality. 

THE  SWALLOWS.* 

/ 

“ Ere  yellow  Autumn  from  our  plains  retir’d, 

“ And  gave  to  wintry  florins  the  vary’d  year, 

" The  fwallow  race,  with  forefight  clear  infpir’d, 
f o fouthern  climes  prepar’d  their  courfe  to  fleer. 


* Dodfley’s  Poems,  vol.  v. 
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tc  On  Damon’s  roof  a grave  aflembly  fate; 

“ His  roof,  a refuge  to  the  feather’d  kind  ; 

t(  With  ferious  look  he  mark’d  the  nice  debate, 

“ And  to  his  Delia  thus  addrefs’d  his  mind : 

f<  Obferve  yon  twittering  flock,  my  gentle  maid, 

“ Obferve,  and  read  the  wondrous  ways  of  heav’n ! 

“ With  us  through  hammer’s  genial  reign  they  flay’d, 
lt  And  food  and  lodging  to  their  wants  were  giv’n. 

“ But  now,  through  facred  prefcience,  well  they  know 
“ The  near  approach  of  elemental  ftrife; 

“ The  bluftry  tempeft,  and  the  chilly  fnow, 

“ With  ev’ry  want  and  fcourge  of  tender  life. 

<c  Thus  taught,  they  meditate  a fpeedy  flight ; 

ft  For  this  e’en  now  they  prune  their  vig’rous  wing; 

“ For  this  confult,  advife,  prepare,  excite, 

“ And  prove  their  ftrength  in  many  an  airy  ring. 

ie  They  feel  a power,  an  impulfe  all  divine! 

That  warns  them  hence:  they  feel  it,  and  obey  : 

“ To  this  direction  all  tlieir  cares  reflgn, 

“ Unknown  their  defin’d  flage,  unmark’d  their  way, 

tf  And  does  no  power  its  friendly  aid  difpenfe, 

“ Nor  give  us  tidings  of  fome  happier  clime? 

tc  Find  <we  no  guide  in  gracious  Providence, 

“ Beyond  the  flroke  of  death,  the  verge  of  timer 

“ Yes,  yes,  the  facred  oracles  we  hear, 

“ That  point  the  path  to  realms  of  endlefs  day: 

“ That  bid  our  hearts  nor  death,  nor  anguilh  fear, — 

“ This  future  tranfport,  that  to  life  the  way. 

“ Then  let  us  timely  for  our  fligjit  prepare, 

And  form  the  foul  for  her  divine  abode; 

“ Obey  the  call,  and  truft  the  Leader’s  care 

“ To  bring  us  fafe  through  virtue’s  paths  to  Gon. 
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“ Let  no  fond  love  for  earth  exa&  a figh ; 

“ Not  doubts  divert  our  fteady  fteps  afide  ; 

“ Nor  let  us  long  to  live,  nor  dread  to  die: 

**  Heav’n  is  our  hope,  and  Providence  our  guide.”* 


SPECULATION  AND  PRACTICE. 

“ A Certain  aftronomer  was  contemplating  the 
<c  moon  through  his  telefcope,  and  tracing  the  extent 
<c  of  her  Teas,  the  height  of  her  mountains,  and  the 

<c  number  of  habitable  territories  which  flie  contains. 

\ 

<c  Let  him  fpy  what  he pleafcs,  faid  a clown  to  his  com- 
panion, he  is  not  nearer  to  the  moon  than  we  are”  f 
Shall  the  fame  obfervation  be  made  of  you,  Alexis? 
Do  you  furpafs  others  in  learning,  and  yet  in  good- 
nefs  remain  upon  a level  with  the  uninflru&ed  vulgar? 
Have  you  fo  long  gazed  at  the  temple  of  virtue, 
without  advancing  one  ftep  towards  it?  Are  you 
fmitten  with  moral  beauty,  yet  regard lefs  of  its  at- 
tainment? Are  you  a phi'lofopher  in  theory,  but  a 
novice  in  pra&ice?  The  partiality  of  a father  in- 

* The  migration  of  fwallows  has  been  controverted  by  fome 
late  naturalifts : and  the  facts  relative  to  this  curious  phsenomenon 
adduced  on  both  (ides,  are  fo  well  authenticated,  that  the  truth  of 
them  cannot  reafonably  be  denied.  It  has  been  conjectured  that 
there  maybe  a fpecies  of  this  bird  fo  formed,  as  to  be  fitted  for  a 
Rate  of  infenfibility  during  the  winter,  whofe  inftinfts  lead  them  to 
retreat  into  old  walls,  the  hollow  of  trees,  &c.  or  to  fink  to  the 
bottom  of  lakes.  The  torpidity  which  occurs  during  this  feafon 
is  not  to  be  explained  by  any  coagulation  of  the  blood  from  ex- 
ternal cold;  for  M.  Buffon,  to  afcertain  this  point,  put  feveral  of 
them  into  an  ice-houle;  but  his  experiment  proved  fatal  to  thole  cn 
which  it  was  tried. 
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ejines  me  to  hope  that  the  reverfe  is  true.  1 flatter 
l^yfelf,  that  by  having  learned  to  think,  you  will  be 
qualified  to  aft;  and  that  the  reftitude  of  your  conduft 
will  be  adequate  to  your  improvements  in  knowledge. 
May  that  wifdom  which  is  jufhified  in  her  works,  be 
your  guide  through  life;  and  may  you  enjoy  all  the 
felicity  which  flows  from  a cultivated  underftanding, 
well-regulated  afleftions,  and  extenfive  benevolence! 
In  thefe  confifl  that  fovereign  good  which  ancient 
fages  fo  much  extol;  which  reafon  recommends,  re- 
ligion authorizes,  and  God  approves. 


END  or  PART  SECOND . 
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PART  THE  THIRD* 


6i  AgGREDIAR,  NON  TAM  PERFICIENDI  SPE,  QUAM  EXPERIENDl 
“ VOLUNTATE.”  ClC.  ORAT. 


TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

.TIIE  REV.  THO.  B.  PERCIVAL,  LL  B. 

OF  ST.  JOHN’s-COLLEGE,  CAMBRIDGE , 

t 

CHAPLAIN  TO  THE  MARGUIS  OF  WATERFORD, 

AND  TO  THE  BRITISH  COMPANY  OF  MERCHANTS  AT 
ST.  PETERSBURGH, 

WHO  DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE  MAY  2/, 

I 

IN  THE  THIRTY-SECOND  YEAR  OF  HIS  AGE: 

AND  OH* 

JAMES  PERCIVAL, 

OF  ST.  JOHN’s-COLLF.GE,  CAMBRIDGE , 

WHO  DIED  FEB.  23,  1/03,  iET AT,  TWENTY-FOtfR, 

A VICTIM  TO  FEBRILE  CONTAGION, 

WHILST  CULTIVATING  THE  HIPPOCRATIC  ART> 
ALAS!  WITH  TOO  ASSIDUOUS  ATTENTION, 

IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH: 

THESE  OFFICES  OF  PATERNAL  LOVE, 
EMPLOYED  NOT  IN  VAIN 

TO  FOSTER  THEIR  RISING  TALENTS  AND  VIRTUES, 
ARE  NOW  CONSECRATED, 

WITH  PIOUS  SUBMISSION 
TO  THE  DISPENSASIONS  OF  PROVIDENCE, 

BY 


A MOURNING  FATHER 


/ ' ' • • <J 


. 
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TO  THE 


AUTHOR’S  SONS  AND  DAUGHTERS. 

Q1NCE  I lad  addrelTed  you,  my  dear  children, 
^ our  family  circle  has  been  contra&ed  by  the 
death  of  your  two  excellent  brothers.  In  deploring 
their  lofs,  we  become  more  fenfible  of  the  warmth 
and  of  the  value  of  our  attachment  to  each  other, 
whilft  mutual  fympathy  in  forrow  draws  clofer  the 
bands  of  mutual  amity  and  love.  Dear  to  us  all, 
inexpreflibly  dear,  is  their  memory : and  this  tender 
recolle&ion  is  an  incenfe  which  mayafcend  to  heaven. 
For  as  we  contemplate  them  in  their  flate  of  exal- 
tation, even  with  augmented  affe&ion  ; why  fhould 
we  not  fondly  imagine  that  they  look  down  upon  us 
with  reciprocal  endearment,  continuing  to  exercife  all 

i i 

the  generous  charities  which  grew  with  their  growth 
and  (lengthened  with  their  ftrength,  and  which 
probably  form  the  conftituents  of  virtue  and  felicity 
in  every  ftage  of  exigence?  This  pleafing  and  confo- 
latory  idea  is  not  without  the  fan&ion  of  high  autho- 
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lity,  and  may  be  indulged  not  only  innocently,  but 
profitably;  as  it  tends  to  elevate  our  views,  to  refine 
our  paffions,  and  to  animate  us  to  become  worthy 
of  the  friendfhip,  and  fitted  for  the  intercourfe,  of 
the  /pints  of  the  juft  made  per/ eft. 

I now  prefent  you  with  a farther  memorial  of  my 
love,  and  of  my  unabating  folicitude  to  promote  your 
intelle&ual,. moral,  and  religious  improvement.  This 
continuation  of  A Father’s  Inftruftions  is  adapted,  I 
trufl,  to  the  maturity  of  years  and  knowledge  which 
moff  of  you  have  attained.  It  comprehends  not  the 
leffons  of  authority,  but  the  communications  of  friend- 
fhip, or  recitals  of  what  we  have  frequently  difcuffed 
together:  and  the  work  will  be  received  by  you,  1 
am  fully  perfuaded,  with  the  mofl  indulgent  partia- 
lity. To  the  God  of  love  and  peace  I commend 
you;  fervently  praying  that  He  will  continue  to  us  on 
earth  the  bleflings  of  domeflic  harmony,  and  here- 
after unite  us  with  thofe  who  are  gone  before,  as  one 
family  in  heaven  for  ever  and  ever!  Farewell. 


Manchester,  March  11,  1800. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


New  Edition  of  a Father's  Inflruflions 
was  called  for  by  the  bookfeller , at  the  time  when  the 
A uthor  had  received  a large  packet  of  letters  and  paper s, 
tranfmitted  to  his  oldejl  fon,  now  deceafcd , at  different 
periods , and  Gn  various  occafions  both  before  and  during 
his  refidence  at  St.  Peterfburgh . On  reviewing  thefe 
communications , he  conceived  that  fome  cf  them  might 
furnijh  materials  for  the  addition  of  a third  part  to 
the  prefent  work.  He  has  therefore  made  the  necef- 
fary  feledion , with  fuch  corrections,  omijfions,  or  en- 
largements, as  to  render  not  unfit  for  the  prefs  what 
was  written  without  the  mofi  difiant  view  to  publi- 
cation. Though  the  fubjeds  treated  of  in  many  of  the 
Papers  are  addrejfed  to  a young  Clergyman , foon  after 
his  entrance  into  Holy  Orders,  he  trufis  they  will  be 
found  of  fujficiently  general  importance,  and  fuch  as 
ought  to  be  comprehended  in  a fcheme  of  moral  and 
religious  infirudion. 

The  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  Evil  was  written  in 
the  year  1793,  an^  was  faggfitd partly  by  the  public 
calamities  of  that  period,  but  principally  by  the  recent 
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death  of  Ihe  Author’s  feeond  fon  at  Edinburgh,  who 
hud  nearly  finifhed  his  courfe  of  academical  Jludies , 
and.  whofe  talents , acquirements , and  virtues,  pro - 
mifed  th  full  gratification  of  a Father’s  hopes. 

At  this  extraordinary  ctra,  when  fcepticifni  and 
infidelity  boldly  aim  at  the  eftablifiment  of  univerfal 
atheifm , the  caufe  of  religion  requires  the  moft  -zealous 
exertions  in  its  fupport.  The  author  has  therefore 
been  induced  to  ft  ate  fome  of  the  f pedal  evidences  of 
the  importance  and  authenticity  of  Chrifianity,  as  they 
fubfifl  in  modern  times ; and  from  their  prefent  cogency 
has  endeavoured  to  Jhew  the  guilt  of  indifference  or 
rejection.  He  has  likewife  inferted  a Dif courfe,  taken 
from  the  collection  of  his  fon , in  which  Piety  is  proved 
to  be  the  confwnmation  of  Morality,  and  to  have  a 
necejfary  connexion  with  all  the  perfonal  and  focial 
virtues  of  mankind. 

Of  the  other  chapters  in  this  manual  no  particular 
explanation  can  be  required,  as  the  views  with  which 
they  have  been  written  will  be  fufficiently  obvious  in 
the  perufal.  The  Author  has  therefore  now  only  to 
requefl  the  fame  candid  indulgence  from  his  readers 
which  he  has  fo  often  and  fo  largely  before  experienced. 


A 


FATHER’S  instructions. 


PART  III. 

» 


THE  WAYS  OF  FROVIDENCE. 

A FRAGMENT. 


In  vain  the  hermit  laboured  to  difpel 

iiis  doubts,  and  to  imprefs  his  mind  with  more  juft 
and  pious  views  of  the  divine  adminiflration.  They 
had  now  reached,  in  their  morning  walk,  the  foot  of 
Mount  Carmel.  Let  us  afcend  together,  faid  the 
holy  father.  Alonzo  acquiefced,  following  his  vene- 
rable guide.  Ever  and  anon  they  flopped  to  con- 
template the  magnificent  fcenery  below,  progreflively 
enlarging  its  amplitude,  till  at  laft  its  boundary  ap- 
peared to  be  the  whole  expanfe  of  heaven.  Dircft 
your  attention,  Alonzo,  to  the  diftant  ocean,  which 
connects  kingdom  with  kingdom,  and,  by  encircling 
the  whole,  unites  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  into  one 
family;  communicating  the  productions  of  art  and 
nature;  furnifhing  incentives  to  induftry,  enterprize, 
and  fcience;  and  multiplying  all  the  conveniences, 
embellilliments,  and  gratifications  of  life.  Still  more 
important,  continued  the  hermit,  is  this  vaft  abyfs  of 
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■waters,  in  the  divine  oeconomy  of  Providence.  It  is. 
a ftorehoufe  of  the  falubrious  air  we  breathe,  and  the 
fource  of  all  the  refrefliing  fhowers  which  drop  down 
fatnefs  on  the  lands ; which  fupply  the  fountain  with 
its  rills,  and  the  rivers  with  their  ftreams.  The 
verdure  of  the  meadows  below,  the  luxuriant  foliage 
of  yonder  foreff,  the  gay  profufion  of  flowers,  the 
fweet  perfume  of  blofloms,  and  the  juicy  fruits  into 
which  they  ripen,  are  the  gifts  of  God,  through  the 
inftrumentality  of  defending  rains,  aided  by  the  genial 
influences  of  light  and  heat.  Great  luminary  of 
heaven!  how  wide-fpreading  and  beneficent  are  thy 
active  beams!  Day  and  night,  fummer  and  winter, 
feed-time  and  harveft,  come  at  their  appointed  feafons, 
as  the  earth  in  its  revolutions  participates  of  thy 
cheering  rays.  To  thy  illumination  this  beautiful 
landfcape 'owres  its  charms  : and  the  curious  ffrudfure 
of  the  eye  which  beholds  it,  without  thy  emanations 
would  have  been  created  in  vain. 

But  a black  cloud,  like  that  defcried  by  Elijah  from 
the  fummit  of  this  mountain,  now  rofe  in  the  weft. 
At  firfl;  no  bigger  than  the  hand , it  fpread  over  the 
expanded  firmament.  The  whole  face  of  nature 
underwent  a mournful  change;  and  the  heart  of 
Alonzo,  awhile  exulting  in  all  that  he  beheld,  was 
now  filled  with  terror  and  dejedtion.  He  viewed  the 
flormy  ocean  and  diflant  fliipwreck  with  affright. 
He  faw  the  vallies  deluged  with  rain,  and  the  inha- 
bitant;. in  their  peaceful  dwellings  wafhed  away  by  the 
impetuous  floods.  The  earth  trembled  under  his 
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feet ; and  the  mountain  refounded  with  hollow  mur- 
murs, emitting  volleys  of  fmoke  and  fire.  Where 
now  was  he  to  look  for  traces  of  a benignant  Creator, 
or  wife  Providence?  Evil  appeared  to  predominate 
in  the  works  of  nature : and  under  this  gloomy 
impreflion  he  recalled  to  his  perturbed  memory  all 
the  fufferings  which  he  had  endured  from  his  own 
vices,  and  the  guilt  of  others.  His  bofom  was  torn 
with  conflicting  pallions ; and  thinking  o’er  all  the 
bitternefs  of  diffolution,  in  the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  he 
was  tempted  to  adopt  the  wicked  counfel  given  to 
Job,  and  curfmgGoD , to  die. 

But  the  temped  fubfided;  the  clouds  were  dis- 
perfed;  the  fun-beams  began  to  burft  forth;  and  the 
glooms  which  overfpread  the  firmament,  vanifhed  like 
fleeting  fhadows.  A folemn  ftillnefs  enfued,  com- 
municating to  his  mind  a holy  calm,  -which  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  redoration  of  its  wonted  energies.  He 
awoke,  as  it  were,  from  an  oppredive  dream ; his 
heart  waxed  warm  with  devotion;  and  lifting  up  his 
eyes  to  heaven,  he  thus  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Deity : 
“ Oh!  my  God  and  Father!  I am  now  fenfible  that 
“ in  mercy  Thou  gaved  me  being;  and  that  thy 
<c  loving-kindnefs  hath  followed  me  through  the 
<c  whole  courfe  of  it.  Therefore  -in  Thee  will  I 
<c  repofe  my  confidence;  for  Thou  wilt  look  with 
<e  companion  on  a wounded  fpirit,  anxious  for  thy 
“ favour,  yet  confcious  and  fearful  of  its  own  un- 
“ worthinefs.  Let  the  light  of  thy  countenance  fhine 
“ upon  me,  to  difpel  the  darknefs  in  which  my  mind 
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“ has  been  involved.  Give  me  to  feel  the  comfort- 
c<  ing  influence  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I may  indulge 
e£  no  gloomy  imaginations,  no  vain  terrors,  nor  heart- 
cc  corroding  cares.  For  anxiety  deprefles  intellectual 
cc  vigour,  diminiflies  afliance  in  Thee,  and  difquali- 
e<  fies  for  the  aCtive  duties  of  life.  But  weaknqfs 
c<  overcome  is  ftrength;  errors  detected  become  the 
“ brightnefs  of  truth ; and  penitence  for  vice  may  be 
exalted  into  the  fublime  of  virtue.  Teach  me  to 
“ make  thy  terrors  cordial,  and  thy  ftripes  healing 
<c  to  my  foul;  and  fill  me  with  the  blefled  truft,  that 
<£  thy  fervant,  who  might  have  been  loft,  is  now 
£t  happily  found;  and  that  by  the  prefent  fadnefs  of 
c<  my  countenance  my  heart  may  be  for  ever  made 
“ better.” 

ON  THE  DIVINE  PERMISSION  OF  EVIL,  NATURAL 

AND  MORAL. 

\ 

No-  THING  can  be  more  interefting  to  rational, 
moral,  and  dependent  beings,  than  to  form  a juft 
eftimate  of  the  attributes  of  God,  and  of  the  admi- 
niftration  of  his  divine  providence.  From  the  nature 
of  fupreme  intelligence,-  we  may  abftraCtedly  derive 
irrefragable  proofs  of  fovereign  power,  wifdom,  and 
goodnefs.  But  few  minds  are  fufliciently  cultivated 
to  comprehend  a fcheme  of  theology  fo  purely  philo- 
fophical;  and  ftill  more  inconfiderable  is  the  number 
of  thofe  who  are  capable  of  being  imprefled  by  it 
with  pious  confidence,  reverence,  and  love.  To  the 
actual  government  of  the  world,  therefore,  as  it  ap- 
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pears  to  our  experience  and  obfervation,  we  mufl  refer 
for  the  foundation  of  thofe  practical  principles  of  reli- 
gion, whicli  are  effential  to  the  regulation  of  our 
conduct ; to  infpire  us  with  gratitude  in  profperity, 
to  afford  us  folace  in  adverfity,  and  to  furnifh  us  with 
well-grounded  expe&ations  of  a future  and  glorious 
immortality.  Yet  fituated  as  we  are  on  a narrow 
fpot  of  this  wide  world,  itfelf  only  a fmall  part  of  an 
immenfe  univerfe,  and  inhabited  by  generations  of 
men,  who  have  fucceeded  each  other  for  thoufands  of 
years,  and  will  continue  to  pafs  away  ages  and  ages 
to  come ; how  (hall  we  elevate  our  views  to  the  fub- 
lime  contemplation  of  a conflitution  fo  immenfe,  of 
an  order  fo  infinite,  and  of  a feries  of  events  invob 
ving  in  them  all  that  belongs  to  the  paff,  to  the 
prefent,  and  to  futurity  ? 

But  though  the  Deity  be  thus  incomprehenfible  in 
the  immenfity  of  his  works,  yet  He  has  gracioufiy  dis- 
played himfelf  to  our  obfervation  and  underhanding 
in  more  confined  views  of  his  wifdom,  power,  and 
goodnefs  : and  to  thefe  we  muff  refer,  if  we  would 
jufily  appreciate  the  divine  adminiftation.  Let  us 
now,  therefore,  with  humble  confidence,  make  the 
folemn  and  important  appeal : and,  oh,  Father  of 
our  fpirits, 

“ Wlrat  in  us  is  dark 
“ Illumine ; what  is  low  raife  and  fupport : 

“ That  to  the  height  of  this  great  argument, 

“ We  may  aflert  eternal  Providence* 

“ And  juftify  the  ways  of  God  to  men.’, 


Milton. 
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Evil  may  be  confidered  under  the  three  following 


views ; 

I.  As  purely  phyfical,  or  appertaining  folely  to 
the  material  fyftem  of  nature. 

II.  As  phyfical,  but  influencing  or  dependent  on 


human  agency. 

III.  As  moral  in  its  origin,  nature,  and  effe&s. 

I.  Physical  Evil,  as  it  regards  the  material 
fyftem  of  God’s  works,  can  alone  confift  in  what 
countera&s  the  defign  of  the  Creator,  by  difturbing 
the  order  or  fubverting  the  oeconomy  of  nature. 
But  if  we  admit  thefupreme  wifdom  and  uncontroul- 
able  power  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe,  fuch  a 
fuppolition  involves  in  it  not  only  inconflftency,  but 
grofs  abfurdity.  And  if  we  fuperadd  to  this  confi- 
deration  our  incapacity  to  judge  of  final  caufes,  or  to 
trace  the  connexion  and  fubferviency  of  parts  to  the 
whole  of  a fyftem  immenfely  ample  in  its  extent,  we 
fhall  fee  abundant  reafon  to  rejeft  the  prefumption  of 
arraigning  the  counfels,  or  condemning  the  meafures, 
of  the  great  Author  and  Preferver  of  nature.  Let 
us,  however,  attentively  inveftigate  thofe  appearances, 
which,  in  the  eye  of  the  arrogant  fceptic,  mark  a 
deficiency  either  of  wifdom  or  of  power : and, 
though  we  may  not  be  able  to  obviate  every  diliiculty 
or  obje&ion,  we  fhall  at  lead,  I truft,  derive  fufficient 
evidence  from  the  enquiry  to  vindicate  the  adminis- 
tration of  God.  <c  A little  philofophy,  fays  Bacon, 
cs  may  incline  the  mind  to  atheifm ; but  depth  in 
“ philofophy  will  bring  it  about  again  to  reafon* 
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C£  For  while  the  mind  of  man  looketh  upon  fecond 
« caufes  fcattered,  it  may  fometimes  reft  in  them, 
“ and  go  no  farther;  but  when  it  beholdeth  the 

chain  of  them  linked  together,  it  muft  needs  fly  to 
<c  Providence  and  Deity.” 

Earthquakes,  volcanos,  ftorms,  inundations,  and 
the  wide  deferts  of  the  globe,  are  the  defeats  and 
blemifhes  in  creation,  which  are  fuppofed  to  arraign 
the  power  or  benevolence  of  the  Creator. 

Earthquakes  are  the  occaflonal  effeCt,  either  of 
that  central  heat  which  is  neceflary  to  communicate 
warmth  to  the  great  mafs  of  folid  matter  of  which 
the  globe  confifts  ; or  they  are  the  exploflons  of  a 
fubt’le  electric  fluid,  efl'ential  to  vegetation,  and  pro- 
bably alfo  to  animal  life.  In  their  origin,  therefore, 
they  are  not  evil,  and  from  their  operation  we  may 
reafonably  prefume  to  deduce  terraqueous  and  atmos- 
pheric changes  of  the  higheft  importance  in  the 
formation  of  minerals;  the  opening  of  fiflures  in 
mountains  for  the  paflage  of  waters ; the  medicating 
fuch  dreams ; and  the  production  of  ftifticient  outlets 
for  effluvia,  on  which  the  permanent  falubrity  of  the 
air  muft  depend. 

Volcanos  are  probably  the  fpiracula  or  vents  of 
that  central  fire,  which,  if  not  thus  difcharged,  might 
become  redundant,  and  injurious  to  the  globe : and 
they  have  given  rife  to  the  formation  of  mountains, 
and  to  changes  in  the  ftruCture^of  countries,  which 
have  added  beauty  and  utility  to  the  face  of  nature. 
Vre  may  remark  alfo,  that  beds  of  the  molt  valuable 
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ores  have  been  elevated  by  them  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  fo  difpofed  as  to  be  within  the  reach 
of  the  art  and  induftry  of  man. 

Storms  are  of  known  and  acknowledged  utility  in 
preferving  from  corruption  the  great  mafs  of  waters, 
and  in  producing  falubrious  conftitutions  of  the  air. 
Without  their  beneficial  influence,  vegetation  would 
languifh,  and  animal  life  become  a prey  to  difeafe 
and  peftilence. 

To  judge  of  inundations,  we  may  view  the  Nile  in 
its  progrefs  fertilizing  the  country,  refloring  health 
to  the  fickly  inhabitants  of  Egypt,  and  leaving  their 
fields  in  a date  of  preparation  for  all  the  riches  of  a 
future  harvefL  And  what  is  true  of  the  regular 
overflowings  of  this  mighty  river,  is  applicable,  in  a 
confiderable  degree,  to  fuch  as  are  apparently  more 
contingent. 

But  on  what  principle  fliall  we  reconcile  to  wifdom, 
which  forms  nothing  in  vain,  and  to  benevolence, 
which  has  ever  for  its  object  the  higheft  fum  of  uti- 
lity, the  deferts  of  creation;  mountains  covered  with 
perennial  fnow;  vafl  plains  of  burning  fand,  or  ex- 
tended forefts  full  of  luxuriant  vegetation,  yet  unfre- 
quented for  ages,  and  which  may  remain  for  ages 
to  come  unknown  ? Thefe  are  queftions  difficult,  but 
not  unanfwerable.  The  Alps,  the  Pyrennees,  the 
Andes,  and  other  immenfe  ridges  of  mountains,  riiaybe 
regarded  as  theneceflary  inflruments  of  Providence  in 
the  generation  of  winds ; in  the  difcharge  of  the 
fuperabundant  moifture  of  the  air;  and  above  all,  as 
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inexhaudible  refervoirs  of  thofe  rich  dreams,  which 
ilTue  from  their  melting  fnows. 

The  fcorching  fands  of  the  torrid  zone  are  alfo 
powerful  agents  of  the  Deity  for  good  ; inafmuch  as 
it  is  by  the  oppofite  efficiency  of  heat  and  cold,  that 
the  atmofphere  is  put  in  motion,  and  that  its  move- 
ments are  rendered  fo  uniform  and  permanent,  as  to 
fubferve  thofe  important  purpofes  which  we  know  to 
be  anfwered  in  all  the  latitudes  where  the  trade-winds 
regularly  blow.  But  for  what  were  the  vad  foreds 
made,  in  which  no  human  footdeps  can  be  traced, 
and  which  are  the  habitations  of  ravenou  beads  and 
venomous  reptiles?  Are  they  not  alfo  habitations  of 
innumerable  fpecies  of  birds  and  infers;  of  an  infi- 
nitude of  animals,  all  gifted  with  exidence,  claiming 
fupport  from  God,  and  participating  largely  n his 
bounty?  Shall  the  pride  of  man  arrogate  to  himfelf 
every  bleffing  of  heaven?  Even  in  this  indance  may 
his  pride  be  gratified.  Let  it,  however,  be  mixed 
with  tbankfulnefs  and  reverence  to  his  great  and 
beneficent  Creator  : for  the  herbage  and  the  woods 
which  flourifh  in  remote  and  unpeopled  regions,  are 
profitable  to  us  by  the  fupplies  which  they  furnifh  of 
vital  air,  wafted  by  the  winds  to  replenidi  the  vitiated 
atmofphere.  66  In  this  operation  the  fragrant  role, 
“ and  deadly  nightffiade,  alike  exert  the  r powers: 
<c  and  from  the  oak  of  the  fored  to  the  grafs  of  the 
cc  field,  every  individual  plant  is  fubfervient  to  man- 
6i  kind,”  though  hitherto  undidinguiihed  by  any 
property  adapted  to  our  ufe  as  food  or  medicine.  But 


wide  tracts  of  country,  now  unfrequented  by  the 
human  fpecies,  may,  in  the  progrefs  of  time,  become  a 
refuge  from  tyrrany,  and  the  abodes  of  induftry,  art, 
and  fcience.  This  interefting  truth  is  amply  verified 
by  theextenfive  fettlements  on  the  northern  continent 
of  America;  and  it  may  be  part  of  the  plan  of  Divine 
Providence,  that  the  wilds  of  Afia  and  Africa  may 
hereafter  become  the  habitations  of  men,  enjoying 
the  blefiings  of  religion,  of  liberty,  and  of  good 
government. 

From  this  brief  and  imperfect  attempt  to  elucidate 
the  more  obfcure  and  doubtful  appearances  in  the 
fyftem  of  nature,  we  may  be  warranted  to  conclude, 
that  ablolute  phylical  evil  has  no  exigence  in  the 
works  of  God.  And  if  the  world,  which  we  in- 
habit, be  regarded  with  a peculiar  reference  to  man, 
as  the  theatre  of  action  for  moral  and  intelligent 
beings;  the  unceafing  and  uniform  operation  of  ge- 
neral laws  is  effential  to  the  exercife  of  his  powers, 
to  his  progreilive  improvement,  and  to  his  prefent 
and  future  felicity.  Were  the  Hate  of  things  changed, 
there  could  fubfift  no  art,  no  fcience,  no  experience, 
and  confequently  no  certainty  either  of  expectation 
or  of  enjoyment.  But  this  leads  to  the  copfideratioo 
of  the  fecond  divifion  of  our  fubjeCt,  and  to  enquire 
into  the  exigence  of  thofe  alleged  phylical  evils 
which  influence,  or  are  dependent  on,  human  agency. 
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THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

1 HE  hiflory  of  the  patriarch  Job  prefents  to  our 
view,  in  all  the  lively  colouring  of  eaftern  imagery,  a 
feries  of  calamities  almoft  furpaffing  human  endu- 
rance. In  different  parts  of  his  domain,  his  oxen, 
his  camels,  and  his  affes,  were  carried  off  by  bands  of 
Sabaean  and  Chaldean  plunderers.  His  (heep,  and 
his  fervants  who  tended  them,  were  fuddenly  con- 
fumed  by  fire  from  heaven.  During  the  hour  of 
feftivity,  his  fons  and  his  daughters  were  buried  in 
the  ruins  of  their  brother’s  habitation,  overfet  by  a 
hurricane  from  the  wildernefs.  The  intelligence  of 
thefe  difafters  Job  received  with  poignant  grief,  but 
a!  the  fame  time  with  humble  and  devout  acquies- 
• cence.  He  arofe  and  rent  his  mantle , and  Jhaved 
his  head , and  fell  down  upon  the  ground  and  worjhip - 
ped9  and  f aid , Naked  came  I out  of  my  mother's  womb , 
and  naked  jhall  l return  thither.  The  Lord  gave , 
and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  bleffed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  In  all  this  fob  finned  not ; for  fenfibi- 
Jity  is  perfectly  compatible  with  fortitude  and  refig- 
nation;  and  its  exiftence  is  even  pre-fuppofed  by 
them.  He  who  feels  not  the  weight  of  God’s  judg- 
ments, can  require  no  mental  energies  to  fuftain  them ; 
exercife  no  patience  in  their  endurance;  nor  repofe, 
with  pious  confidence,  on  his  juftice  and  mercy.  But 
when  the  afffi&ions  of  Job  were  extended  to  his  own 
perfon;  when  he  was  fmitten  with  fore  boils,  from 
the  foie  of  his  foot  unto  the  crown  of  his  head 
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when  the  wife  of  hisbofom  tormented  him  with  evil 
count'd,  and  his  friends  aggravated  his  fufferings, 
indead  of  affording  comfort;  in  the  anguith  of  his 
heart,  he  urfed  the  day  of  his  birth;  and  in  the  ex- 
preffion  of  his  ardent  longings  for  death,  he  thus 
expoftulated  with  his  Maker:  Wherefore  is  light 

given  to  him  that  is  in  mifery , and  life  unto  the  bitter 
in  foul?  But  herein  the  patriarch  cannot  be  ac- 
quitted of  charging  God  foolifhly;  though  candour 
unites  with  pity  in  pleading  the  excufe  of  human 
frailty.  Under  circumflances  the  mod  painful  and 
difatlrous,  we  have  a pod  atligned  us  by  the  Author 
of  our  being,  and  the  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  all  events: 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  be  at  once  ct  refigned  to  die, 
64  or  refolute  to  live.” 

But  is  this  coiifti  tution  of  nature  in  verity  fo  adverfe 
to  that  happinefs  which  is  the  end  and  aim  of  man; 
fo  fraught  with  di (appointment,  fo  prolific  of  dls- 
aders,  and  fo  full  of  pain,  difeafe,  and  differing? 
Hath  God  fent  forth  Satan,  as  it  is  recorded  he  did 
to  job,  with  power  to  put  forth  his  hand,  and  to 
inflift  the  full  meafure  of  calamity  on  the  world?  Or 
mud  we  refer  the  forrowful  events  of  life,  according 
to  the  Manichean  herefy,  to  an  evil  principle,  co- 

t \ 

exident,  co-eternal,  and  co-equal  with  theOmnipotent 
Sovereign  of  the  univerfe?  Both  fuppofitions  are  too 
abfurd  and  impious  to  require  a ferious  confutation. 
If  the  creation  originated  in  wifdom  and  benevolence, 
it  mud  dill  be  governed  by  the  fame  tranfeendent 
attributes  : and  though  we  may  be  unable,  from 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


£69 

our  limited  capacities,  to  trace  them  through  all  their 
connexions,  dependencies,  and  diverfified  energies; 
yet  we  are  fufficiently  encouraged  to  purfue  the  pious 
and  animating  enquiry.  Every  hep  we  take  will 
{Lengthen  our  conviXion  of  the  providence  of  God; 
will  enliven  our  gratitude  towards  the  Giver  of  every 
good  gift;  and  humble  us  under  his  affliXive  difpen- 
fations. 

We  have  already  taken  a brief  furvey  of  thofe 
phenomena,  which  belong  exclufively  to  the  material 
fyftem  of  nature;  and  however  unqualified  we  found 
ourfelves  to  fcan  the  ways  of  Omnipotence,  yet  we 
difcovered  fufficient  evidence  to  conclude,  that  no 
abfolute  evil  exifls  in  the  creation;  or  in  other 
words,  nothing  which  counteraXs  the  defign  of  the 
wife  and  beneficent  Creator,  by  difturbing  the  order 
or  fubverting  the  occonomy  of  his  works.  Let  us 
now  enlarge  our  induXion,  by  conlidering  thofe  phy- 
fical  operations  that  are  relative  to  man  ; in  which 
he  neceflarily  participates;  and  that  reciprocally  affeX, 
or  are  afifeXed  by,  his  agency. 

In  the  ftruXure  of  the  human  frame  the  Divine 
Author  appears  to  have  had  in  view  a progrefiive 
plan,  comprehending, 

I.  The  multiplied  relations  of  the  prefent  life: 

II.  The  expeXation  of  a future,  improved,  and 
immortal  flateof  exigence.  To  this  plan,  therefore, 
our  invefligation  muff  be  accommodated. 

Man  enters  upon  the  firfl  ftage  of  his  being  in  a 
flate  of  corporeal  and  mental  imbecility.  But  the 
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parental  affeCtion  fupplies  every  defeat  of  ffrength, 
and  anticipates  every  want  of  nature.  By  diverfified 
exertions,  the  mufcular  organs  gradually  acquire  their 
proper  tone  and  action.  The  ienfes  are  invigorated, 
and  corrected  in  their  perceptions,  by  ufe  and  experi- 
ence. The  appetites,  the  paffions,  and  affections,  are 
developed.  Attention,  curioiity,  complacency,  and 
admiration,  are  roufed;  and  the  memory  becomes 
copioufly  ftored  with  ideas  for  fubfequent  combination 
and  reflection.  The  young  fpe&ator  learns  to  diffin- 
guifli,  and  to  be  delighted  with,  his  parents,  his  bre- 
thren, and  his  filters:  and  this  emotion,  frequently 
re-iterated,  conffitutes  a moral  attachment;  which 
reciprocal  offices increafe,  gratitude  enlivens,  and  habit 
perpetuates.  As  connexions  are  extended,  new  inte- 
refts  occur,  and  new  dependencies  are  formed.  The 
paffions  and  affections  are  called  forth  into  action;  and 
fympathy,  benevolence,  generofity,  magnanimity,  felf- 
denial,  and  fortitude,  and  the  correfponding  prin- 
ciples which  are  oppofed  to  them,  are  difplayed, 
fullered,  and  difeiplined  in  the  purfuits  and  even  in 
the  paffimes  of  childhood  and  youth.  The  intel- 
lectual faculties  at  this  period  commence  their  ener- 
gies; objects  are  diferiminated ; comparifons  are 
drawn,  and  concluffons  formed,  by  a deciding  judg- 
ment, which  admits  of  no  appeal.  Reafon  thus 
affumes  its  afcendancy;  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  right 
and  wrong  attaches  itfelf  both  to  fentiment  and  to 
aCtion.  The  mind  now  becomes  capable  of  recog- 
nizing the  Deity  in  its  own  ffruCture  and  operations. 
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and  in  the  furrounding  works  of  nature.  Filial 
reverence,  gratitude,  and  love,  refined  and  fpiritu- 
alized,  are  applied  to  the  Father  of  the  univerfe. 
Ilis  conllant  prefence  is  felt ; his  favour  is  fought ; 
his  condemnation  is  dreaded  ; and  his  guardian  pro- 
tection is  earneftly  folicited,  whenever  trouble  affails, 
or  danger  is  to  be  encountered.  Thus  an  intercourfe 
is  edablidied  between  God  and  the  human  foul ; 
and  the  conviction  of  his  lupei 'intending  providence 
becomes  a fupport  in  affliction,  a check  to  vicious 
propenfities,  and  a powerful  incentive  to  virtue  and 
to  honour. 

In  manhood,  the  acquirements  of  youth,  both  in- 
tellectual and  moral,  receive  a direction  adapted  to 
the  bufinefs  and  to  the  duties  of  life.  In  this  di- 
rection they  undergo  further  difcipline  and  improve- 
ment : and  as  higher  and  more  extended  intereds 
are  now  to  be  purfued,  a wider  fcope  is  eftablifhed 
for  the  exertion  of  their  refpeCtive  energies.  Delires 
and  affeCtions,  hitherto  unknown,  fpring  up  in  the 
bread;  the  tendered  of  all  connections  is  formed; 
and  the  charities  of  hufband  and  father,  wife  and 
mother,  gladden  and  blefs  the  remainder  of  life, 
though  they  multiply  its  cares  and  its  agitations.  But 
attachments  are  not  now  confined  to  a houfehold,  to 
kindred,  to  the  village,  or  to  the  didriCt  in  which 
man  refides.  He  is  the  member  of  a large  commu- 
nity; is  intereded  in  its  laws  and  polity;  and  feeling 
the  generous  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  he  labours  to  pro- 
mote the  liberty,  the  prolperity,  and  the  happinefs 
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of  his  country.  By  the  intercourfe  of  nations,  by 
the  purfuits  of  fcience,  or  by  the  commercial  concerns 
in  which  he  is  engaged,  he  is  conffituted  a citizen  of 
the  world;  is  animated  with  the  principle  of  general 
philanthropy;  and  becomes  an  advocate  for  the 
rights  of  all  mankind. 

Ip  this  career  old  age  advances,  at  firft  with  flow 
and  unheeded  ffeps,  but  after  a certain  period,  ra- 
pidly and  with  gloomy  defolation.  The  fenfltive 
powers  are  now  blunted;  fancy  lofes  its  gay  images  ; 
the.  paflions  grow  torpid,  the  affections  languid;  and 
the  functions  of  life  are  contracted  within  a dull  and 
narrow  fphere.  Yet  under  all  thefe  circumftances, 
ihe  hoary  head  found  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs  is  a 
crown  of  glory ; and  it  is  meet  that  there  fliould  be  a 
paufe,  before  the  anxious  purfuits  of  this  tranfltory 
ivorld  are  exchanged  for  the  offices  and  enjoyments 
of  eternity,  that  the  heart  being  weaned  from  earth, 
by  the  fufpenfion  of  vain  aflociations  and  idle  habits, 
may  be  better  fitted  for  heaven. 

The  ftages  of  human  life,  which  have  been  thus 
imperfectly  described,  are  intimately  connected  with 
and  dependent  on  each  other,  and  form  one 
regular  afcending  fcale.  It  is  obvious,  alfo,  that 
they  feparately,  as  well  as  conjointly,  bear  reference 
to  a future  date,  wherein  the  faculties,  which 
have  been  here  evolved,  exercifed,  and  trained,  will 
be  advanced,  by  the  like  progreflive  ffeps,  to  higher 
and  higher  degrees  of  maturity  and  excellence.  Con- 
jQdering  the  world,  therefore,  as  a fchool,  and  man 
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as  the  pupil  of  nature,  his  drufture,  fituation,  and 
defignation  imply,  that  he  mud  fudain  the  inconveni- 
ences of  weaknefs,  before  drength  can  be  attained ; 
of  error,  before  right  judgments  are  acquired;  and 
of  mifguided  paflion,  before  experience  has  taught 
felf-government.  We  may,  reverentially,  compare 
this  divine  inditution  with  the  fydem  of  human  edu- 
cation. And  as  a wife  parent,  in  training  up  a 
beloved  fon,  would  combine  a&ion  with  red,  labour 
with  relaxation,  and  corre&ion  with  indulgence;  fo 
we  have  the  highed  authority  for  the  conclufion  that 
whom  the  L ord  loveth  He  chajieneth : even  Jesus,  the 
captain  of  our  fa  hat  ion,  was  made  perfect  through  fuf- 
fering . And  the  great  apodle  of  the  Gentiles  hath 
emphatically  declared  of  himfelf,  and  St.  James,  his 
fellow-labourer  in  the  gofpel  ; we  glory  in  tribulation, 
knowing  that  tribulatio?i  worketh  patience , and  patience 
experience , and  experience  hope . In  the  varied  talks, 
however,  which  man  has  to  perform,  a large  fum  of 
felicity  is  inherent : and  the  pain,  the  labour,  and 
the  danger,  which  he  has  to  encounter,  are  not  to  be 
denominated  evils;  lince  he  is  gifted  with  the  power 
of  rendering  them  fubfervient  to  his  highed  intered 
and  everlading  good.  This  important  truth  merits  a 
more  ample  invedigation;  and  we  fhall  devote  the 
next  chapter  to  the  confideration  of  the  benefits  re- 
fulting  from  thofe  conditions  of  human  exidence, 
which  the  gloom  of  fome  Chridians,  and  the  impiety 
of  atheids,  have  dwelt  upon  as  the  direful  ills  of  life, 
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THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

W HEN  our  firft  parents  were  expelled  from  pa- 
radife,  Mofes  records  this  denunciation  of  God,  as 
addreffed  to  Adam.  Curfed  is  the  ground for  thy  fake . 
In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  Jhalt  thou  eat  bread , till  thou 
return  unto  the  ground ; for  duft  thou  art,  and  unto 
dujl  Jhalt  thou  return.  But  whatever  might  be  the 
original  conftitution  of  the  human  frame,  certain  it 
now  is,  that  labour  is  neceffary  to  the  regular  per- 
formance of  the  animal  functions ; that  inaction  pro- 
duces bodily  difeafe  and  mental  imbecility;  and  that 
in  mufcular  exertions,  when  not  exceffive  nor  too 
long  continued,  there  is  no  inconfiderable  degree  of 
fenfitive  gratification.  Were  the  earth  to  produce 
fpontaneoufly  the  fuftenance  and  comforts  of  life, 
man  would  be  without  incitements  to  thofe  energies 
which  are  effential  to  his  health  and  well-being,  and 
would  firth  into  a (late  of  torpor,  which  might  degrade 
his  condition  even  below  that  of  the  brute  creation. 
In  the  culture  of  the  ground,  not  only  induftry,  but 
obfervation,  invention,  knowledge,  and  focial abidance 
are  required.  Arts  thus  originate;  civil  polities  are 
formed;  an  interchange  of  commodities  is  edablilhed; 
commerce  is  extended  ; and  by  the  reciprocity  of 
wants  and  of  fupplies,  the  productions  of  nature  arc 
multiplied  and  univerfally  diffufed.  The  whole  globe, 
by  fuch  intercourfe,  may  progrefllvely  form  one  great 
family,  acquiring,  as  generations  fucceed  one  another, 
degrees  of  fcience  and  improvement  far  beyond  all 
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our  prefent  conceptions.  It  has  been  eftimated,  by- 
political  arithmeticians,  that  the  daily  employment  of 
the  working  hands  in  every  hate  during  the  fpace  of 
four  hours  is  adequate  to  the  full  fuppty,  for  all  its 
members,  of  food,  raiment,  and  habitation.  Bat 
when  the  powers  of  the  mind  have  been  Simulated  to 
activity,  new  wants  and  defires  fpring  up ; and  in 
profecuting  the  means  of  their  indulgence,  more 
ample  and  diverfified  icope  is  given  to  the  exercife  and 
enlargement  of  all  the  moral  and  intellectual  powers 
of  our  nature.  In  the  complicated  bufinefs  of  life, 
the  apparent  end  purfued  is,  in  reality,  often  valuable 
only  for  the  means  employed  in  its  acquifition.  This 
truth  might  be  exemplified  in  the  laborious  fearch 
after  wealth,  in  the  toils  of  ambition,  and  even  in 
the  invefligation  of  fcientific  truth.  The  objefts  they 
hold  forth  to  view  are  often  regarded  far  beyond 
their  abfolute  value:  but  relatively  confidered,  as 
furnifhing  employment  for  virtuous  difpofitions,  and 
for  the  a&ive  faculties  of  the  mind,  they  are  of  inefli- 
mable  importance  in  the  great  fcheme  of  human  edu- 
cation for  a higher  and  better  hate  of  exigence. 
Solomon,  therefore,  hath  well  obferved,  In  all  labour 
there  is  profit.  Go  to  the  ant , thou  Jluggard:  confider 
her  ways , and  be  wife.  Hate  not  laborious  work , net- 
her hufbandry , which  the  Mofi  High  hath  ordained! 

In  advancing  thefe  pleas  for  the  benefits  of  labour, 
let  me  not  be  underflood  to  juflify  that  debaling  fer- 
vitude,  that  more  than  Egyptian  bondage,  and  thofe 
life-confuming  toils,  which  avarice,  cruelty,  and  op^ 
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preffion,  have  rendered  the  miferable  lot  of  fo  large 
a portion  of  mankind.  To  impute  fuch  wretched- 
liefs  to  the  Author  of  our  frames,  would  be  not 
merely  to  charge  God  fooYtfhly , but  grofsly  to  blas- 
pheme his  holv  name.  For  though  nothing  can  fub- 
lill  in  the  umverfe  without  his  permiflion,  yet  we  are 
ever  to  bear  in  mind  the  full  and  genuine  import  of 
this  truth.  Divine  permiflion  is  to  be  underflood  in 
two  very  different  fenfes ; either  as  what  is  not  pro- 
hibited by  fovereign  wifdom,  or  as  not  prevented 
by  the  direct  interpofition  of  fovereign  power.  In 
the  former  fcnfe,  it  were  impious  to  allege  the  per- 
miilion  of  injufficeand  inhumanity;  and  falfe,  when 
we  know  they  have  been  Ari&ly  forbidden  under  the 
feverefl  penalties.  But  in  the  latter  fenfe,  the  go- 
vernment of  God  over  rational,  moral,  and  account- 
able beings,  requires  the  freedom  of  man’s  agency; 
and  if  he  deliberately  and  voluntarily  incur  the  guilt, 
he  muff  likewife  incur  the  punifhment  of  inflicting 
mifery  on  his  fellow-creatures.  This  interefting  ob- 
lervation  may  be  extended  to  bodily  pain  and  difeafe; 
which  are  the  next  obje&s  of  our  inquiry;  and  are 
too  often  the  confequences  of  human  folly,  intem- 
perance, or  profligacy.  But  though  thefe  cafes  may 
properly  be  regarded  as  deviations  from  that  benig- 
nant conflitution  which  has  the  function  and  appoint- 
ment of  the  Deity ; yet  fuch  is  our  ftructure,  that 
fuflering  andficknefs  mud  neceflarily  be  experienced; 
not  only  from  unavoidable  cafualties,  but  from  the 
ftipplies  which  are  required,  the  injuries  of  which  we 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


277 


are  to  receive  warning,  and  the  gradual  decay  of  our 
corporeal  and  peri  (liable  organs.  The  appetites  are 
inftin&s  of  our  nature,  adapted  to  the  prefervation 
of  our  being,  and  to  the  continuance  of  our  fpecies. 
It  is  wifely  ordained,  therefore,  that  their  cravings 
fliould  be  importunate,  and  even  painful  when  too 
long  neglected.  The  uneafinefs,  however,  to  which 
our  improvidence  may  fometimes  give  occafion,  is 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  pleafurable  im- 
preffions  of  which  they  are  made  fufceptible.  The 
fenfes  are  endued  with  a delicacy  of  perception, 
which  often  renders  them  the  inftruments  of  unea- 
finefs. But  they  are  the  watchful  guardians  of  our 
bodily  frame ; and  give  timely  notice  of  whatever 
is  injurious  to  it : and  to  their  exquifite  powers  it 
is  to  be  afcnbed,  that  we  are  alive  to  all  the  fvveet 
perfumes  of  nature,  all  the  delights  of  harmony,  and 
all  the  charms  of  vifion. 

Health,  as  conlifhng  in  the  foundnels  and  vigour 
of  the  bodily  organs,  and  in  their  complete  aptitude 
for  exertion  and  enjoyment,  is  doubtlefs  of  ineftimable 
confideration.  But  the  occafional  fufpenfion  of  this 
blelHng  may  be  necelfary  to  obviate  the  abufes  to 
which  it  is  liable;  to  evince  its  high  value,  to  re- 
medy the  injuries  it  may  have  fuftained,  and  to  infure 
its  future  more  permanent  duration.  A flrong  Con- 
futation is  too  often  made  fubfervient  to  fenfuality, 
ebriety,  and  other  licentious  indulgences,  which,  if 
not  feafonably  interrupted  by  the  experience  of  con- 
fequential  fullering,  would  prove  deltruftive  to  the 
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animal  (Economy,  and  bring  on  premature  decrepi- 
tude or  death.  Difeafes,  under  thefe  circumflances, 
not  only  furnifh  a beneficial  reftraint,  and  preferve 
the  mind  from  contamination;  but  they  are  often 
the  remedies  which  nature  has  kindly  provided  for 
the  reftoration  of  the  vital  functions.  A good,  which 
has  been  thus  loft  and  beneficently  refiored,  will  be 
prized  according  to  its  high  defert;  and  being  die- 
riflied  with  aftiduous  care,  will  be  prolonged,  and 
applied  to  its  proper  ufes  in  the  great  bufinefs  of 
life.  But  ficknefs,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  is  not 
always  remedial  in  its  tendency,  and  frequently  pro- 
duces  degrees  of  protracted  languifhrnent  and  pain, 
grievous  to  endure,  and  obflr active  of  thofe  active 
offices , which,  in  his  prefeat  fphere,  man  is  called 
upon  to  perform.  There  are  duties,  however,  of 
another  clafs,  not  lets  eflential  to  the  improvement 
and  excellence  of  his  moral  and  religious  character: 
and  where  is  a ichool  to  be  found,  like  the  chamber 
of  ficknefs,  for  meeknefs,  patience,  refignation,  grati- 
tude, and  devout  truft  in  God?  There  pride  is 
humbled,  tile  angry  pafiions  fubfide,  animofities  ceale, 
and  the  vanities  ot  the  world  lofe  their  bewitching 
attractions.  Falfe  affoeiations  are  there  corrected ; 
true  eflimates  are  formed;  and  the  good  man  learns 
to  rejoice  in  the  conviction,  that  if  this  earthly  taber- 
nacle be  diffiolvcd , he  has  a building  of  God,  a houfe 
not  made  with  hands , eternal  in  the  heavens.  Whilft 
thefe  . pajjive  virtues  are  cultivated  in  the  iul- 
fering  individual,  all  who  minifler  to  him  have  their 
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beft’ difpofitions  exercifed  and  improved.  Tender- 
nefs,  humanity,  fympathy,  ffiendfhip,  and  domeftic 
love,  on  Inch  occalions,  find  that  fphere  which  is 
peculiarly  adapted  to  their  exertion  : and  all  the 
fofter  charities  of  life  derive,  from  thefe  fources, 
their  higheflt  refinements.  Juftly,  therefore,  hath  it 
been  declared,  it  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourn- % 
ing , than  to  the  houfe  of  feafting — and  that  by  the 
fadnefs  of  the  countenance  the  heart  is  made  better. 

There  is,  however,  a fadnefs  of  the  countenance 
that  is  always  enumerated  among  the  evils  of  life, 
which  admits  not  of  the  fupports  and  comforts  of 
hope,  and  is  accompanied  with  irremediable  feeble- 
nefs,  with  an  actual  decay  of  the  organs  of  fenfe,  and 
an  apparent  torpor  of  all  the  mental  powers.  Such 
is  the  ifate  of  extreme  old  age,  which  Solomon  has 
allegorically  described  with  great  ftrength  and  beauty 
of  language.  It  is  the  day  when  the  keepers  of  the 
houfe  Jhall  tremble , and  the  ftrong  men  fhall  bow  them- 
selves > and  the  grinders  floall  ceafe  becaufe  they  are 
few;  and  thofe  that  look  out  of  the  windows  be  dark- 
ened. The  grafs-hopper  JJsall  be  a burthen , and 
desire  fhall  fail.  But  gloomy  as  this  defeription  ap- 

pears, it  is  concluded  by  the  averment  of  a truth  in 
the  higheft  degree  confolatory ; and  on  which  tve* 
as  Chriftians,  may  rely  with  a confidence,  it  was  not 
given  to  the  wife  king  of  Ifrael  fo  fully  to  experience* 
Then  fhall  the  dufl  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was  ; and 
the  fpirit  fhall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it* 
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The  imbecility  and  fufferings  of  extreme  old  age 
mult,  from  their  nature,  be  of  fhort  continuance ; and 
it  fhould  be  recollected,  alio,  that  they  are  the  lot  only 
of  a very  fmall  proportion  of  mankind.  Neither  are 
they  felt  as  a fevere  grievance  by  thofe  who  feem  to 
link  under  their  preffure.  For  fenfation,  at  this 
clofmg  period  of  life,  is  deadened;  memory  is  fus- 
pended ; and  with  it  the  power  is  loft  of  comparing 
pail  with  prefent  perceptions.  Dotage,  therefore, 
is  much  lefs  melancholy  to  the  patient  himfelf  than 
to  the  humane  fpe£tator,  who  views  it  as  the  traveller 
beholds  the  mighty  Babylon  in  ruins.  By  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  brain  and  fenhtive 
organs,  the  medium  of  communication  between  the 
mind  and  the  external  world  is,  in  a great  degree, 
deliroyed;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  Teeming  intel- 
lectual wanderings,  which  we  notice,  arife  from  ner- 
vous fallacies,  if  the  exprellion  may  be  allowed,  not 
from  mental  incapacity.  Indeed,  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  the  fpirit,  which  is  fo  foon  to  return  to  God  who 
gave  it.  Hill  continues  improving  in  its  energies,  by 
internal  and  refle&ive  operations;  though  to  us,  for 
the  reafo'ns  above  affigned,  they  are  infcrutable.  In 
the  deep  deep  which  fucceeds  certain  maladies,  fome- 
thing  analogous  occurs.*  But  be  this  as  it  may,  if 

* Do  the  following  faffs  afford  any  confirmation  of  this  ftippo- 
fition?  “In  the  year  1744,  Mr.  Pope  evidently  grew  more  and 
more  infirm.  lie  had  frequent  deliriums:  and  as  Dodfley  told  me, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  Pope  afked  him  one  day,  as  he  fat  by  his- 
bedfide,  “ what  great  arm  is  that  I fee  coming  out  of  the  wall?” 
Recovering  another  day  from  one  of  thcfe  deliriums,  he  faid  txk 
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dotage  be  confidered  as  the  antecedent  to  a future 
life,  it  is  not  more  an  evil  than  the  imbecility  with 
which  man  enters  into  the  prefcnt  flate  cf  being. 

Both  are  to  be  regarded  as  preparative  to  farther 

/ 

advancement,  though  we  mult  be  content  to  remain 
ignorant  of  the  mode  in  which  the  Supreme  Wifdom 
accomplilhes  his  divine  purpofes. 

This  bleak  and  barren  winter  of  terreftrial  exigence 
occurs  only  in  a fewfolitary  cafes,  during  the  courfe 
of  a whole  generation:  and  of  the  autumnal  feafon 
of  life  we  all  afpire  to  the  attainment.  It  has  been 
hated  as  the  reward  of  wifdom,  that  length  cf  day: 
is  in  her  right  hand : and  to  come  to  the  grave  in  a 
full  age , like  as  a fl:ock  of  corn  cometh  in , is  the  pri- 
vilege affigned  to  the  righteous.  We  cannot,  there- 
fore, with  confihency  regard  as  an  evil  that  to  which 
the  will  univerfally  afpires,  and  which  reafon  as  uni- 
verfally  approves.  To  the  intelligent  and  the  virtuous, 
advanced  age  prefents  a feene  of  tranquil  enjoyment, 
of  obedient  appetites,  of  well-regulated  affections,  of 
maturity  in  knowledge,  and  of  calm  preparation  for 

Spence,  “ I am  fo  certain  of  the  foul’s  being  immortal,  that  I feem 
“ to  feel  it  within  me,  as  it  were  by  intuition.” — Warton’s  edit,  of 
Pope’s  Works,  vol.  i.  Life,  p.  lxiv. 

I have  received  authentic  information  of  a flate  of  fatuity,  fub- 
lifting  from  infancy,  and  nearly  approaching  to  idiotifm,  that,  after 
thirty-four  years,  terminated  in  aconfumption  of  the  lungs.  Towards 
the  fatal  clofe  of  this  malady,  the  patient  difplayed  a degree  of 
intelledlual  vigour  aftonilhing  to  her  family  and  friends,  and  not 
lefs  fo  to  a learned  and  judicious  clergyman,  who  vifited  her  offi- 
cially, and  who  communicated  this  account  to  me. — See  Eua\  s 
Med.  Philof.  and  Exp.  vol.  ii.  p.  340,  4th  edit. 
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immortality.  In  this  ferene  and  dignified  date,  placed 
as  it  were  on  the  confines  of  two  worlds,  the  mind  of 
a good  man  reviews  what  is  pall  with  the  complacency 
of  an  approving  confcience,  and  looks  forward  unto 
futurity  with  humble  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  God, 
and  with  devout  afpirations  towards  his  eternal  and 
ever-increaling  favour.  In  the  fervent  language  of 
the  apoftle,  he  finds  himfelf  difpofed  to  exclaim,  I 
have  fought  a good  fight , I have  finifhed  my  courfic , / 
have  kept  the  faith , and  henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
for  me  a crown  of  glory. 

Death , the  laid  evil  in  our  prefent  lot,  alleged  by 
thofe  wdio  fcruple  not  to  charge  God  foolijhly , cannot 
furely  merit  this  denomination,  when  it  fucceeds  a 
long  and  well-fpent  life,  and  is  the  avenue  to  ever- 
lalling  felicity.  To  the  wicked  it  may  indeed  be  re- 
garded as  a direful  event,  but  is  rendered  fuch  only 
by  their  folly  and  guilt.  The  uncertainty  of  it  is 
wifely  ordained,  that  we  may  at  all  times  be  duly- 
prepared  for  fo  awful  a change.  It  is  alfo  to  be 
confidered  as  one  of  thofe  phyfical  effects,  which  by 
our  attention  and  forefight  we  have  frequently  the 
power  to  counteract.  For  though  mortality,  is  a law 
of  nature,  the  precife  period  of  it  depends  on  num- 
berlefs  contingences  which  are  within  the  reach  of 
our  obfervation  and  influence:  audit  forms  no  final! 
part  of  the  offices  of  life  to  guard  ourfelves,  and  thofe 
connected  with  us,  againft  danger,  difeafe,  and  their 
fatal  confequence.  The  being,  however,  which  clofes 
here,  may  commence  its  progrefs  in  another  world 
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with  fuperior  advantages  from  the  very  point  of  its 
termination.  This  is  a fufficient  ground  to  juftify 
the  ways  of  God  in  the  extinction  of  early  life.  For 
the  mortality  of  a promifmg  child  may  at  once  be  a 
benefit  to  his  mourning  parents,  and  to  the  /pints  of 
the  juft  made  perfect ; fince  our  Saviour  has  allured 
us,  that  of fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven . Even  the 
firmer,  cut  off  in  the  career  of  unrepented  vice,  may 
poffibly  experience,  through  the  divine  grace,  the 
itroke  of  death  to  be  a mercy  to  himfelf,  as  it  is 
likely  to  become  fo  to  his  companions  in  guilt.  For 
habits  otherwife  unconquerable  are  thus  broken,  and 
aliociations  are  deftroyed,  the  continuance  of  which 
might  have  produced  flill  greater  and  more  perma- 
nent debafement  of  the  human  faculties. 

Let  us  hear  then  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter . 
Fear  G on  and  keep  his  commandments , for  this  is  the 
whole  duty  of  man.  But  the  fear  and  obedience  re- 
commended by  Solomon  imply  not  a fervile  dread  or 
a fordid  obfervanceof  arbitrary  commands;  but  a full 
conviction  of  the  juflice  and  goodnefs  of  the  Deity, 
and  of  our  obligations  to  Him  founded  on  thefe  divine 
. attributes.  And  if  there  be  any  who  have  doubt  s 
remaining  in  their  minds,  let  them  liften  with  humble 
reverence  to  the  folemn  appeal  which  the  Lord 
Jeiiovah  condefcended  to  make  to  his  difeontented 
and  ungrateful  people  the  Jews.  Hear  now , 0 houfe 
of  Jfracl , arc  not  my  ways  equal  ? are  not  your  ways 
unequal?  Repent  and  turn  from  all  your  trahfgrejfions  • 
fo  iniquity  Jhall  not  he  your  ruin . Cajl  away  from 
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you  all  your  tranfgreffions  whereby  you  have  irons- 
greffed,  and  make  you  a new  heart,  and  a new  fpirit ; 
for  why  will  ye  die , 0 houfe  oj  Ifrael?  I have  no  plea - 
fure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth , faith  the  Lord 
God . . 

THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

To  a benevolent  and  devout  mind  no  fubjeCt  can  be 
more  interefting  than  the  goodnefs  and  jullice  of  God 
in  the  formation  and  government  of  the  univerfe,  and 
in  the  ftru&ure  and  def  gnarion  of  man.  Benevolence, 
indeed,  has  its  chief  fupport  in  the  perfuafion,  that 
the  whole  human  race  are  the  children  of  one  common 
Father,  created  with  aCbve  powers,  capable  of  unli- 
mited and  ever-increafing  degrees  of  improvement; 
and  that  they  are  joint  heirs  of  glory  and  immortality. 
And  devotion  is  alone  compatible  with  a full  convic- 
tion of  the  exercife  of  thofe  d.vine  attributes  which 
conciliate  veneration,  confidence,  gratitude,  and  love. 
He  who  cometh  to  God,  mufi  believe  not  merely  that  he 
is,  but  that  he  is  alfo  the  rewarder  of  them  who  dili- 
gently feck  him . Trull,  however,  would  be  chiidifh 
and  futile,  if  not  founded  on  knowledge  and  truth. 
Hence  the  apoftle  has  with  great  propriety  delivered 
it  as  a folemn  injunction,  that  every  man  should  be 
prepared  to  give  a reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him . 

In  the  views  which  we  formerly  took  of  the  divine 
adminiflration,  we  faw  abundant  proof  that  the  fyftem 
of  nature,  which  is  open  to  our  inveftigation,  fur- 
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liiflies  fach  numerous  and  fhriking  difplays  of  har- 
mony and  goodnefs,  as  fully  warrant  us  by  analogy 
to  conclude,  that  what  is  yet  infcrutable  is  no  lefs 
harmonious  and  Oood.  Phyfical  evil,  therefore,  as 
relative  to  the  material  fydem  of  God’s  works,  and 
confiding  in  the  defeCt,  injury,  or  fubverfion  of  the 
or  ginal  plans  of  the  Creator,  we  may  judly  prefume, 
has  no  where  exidence.  And  with  refpeCt  to  thofe 
operations  of  nature  in  which  man  is  involved,  and 
which  reciprocally  affeCt  or  are  affeCted  by  his  agency, 
we  faw  abundant  reafon  to  conclude  that  all  are 
confident  with  the  great  ends  of  his  being,  prefent 
improvement  and  future  fel  city.  Labour,  pain, 
difeafe,  and  old  age,  which  are  often  painted  as  direful 
allotments  of  humanity,  on  a clofer  infpeCtion  ap- 
peared to  be  wife  and  beneficent  in  their  tendency, 
often  productive  of  immediate  benefit,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  made  the  occafion  of  charging  God  foolishly 
as  the  author  of  evil.  Even  death  is  a confummation 
devoutly  to  be  wiflied  by  thofe  who  are  in  a date 
of  due  preparation  for  it,  as  the  avenue  to  immor- 
tal ty.  Bleffed  are  they  who  die  in  the  Lord ; for  they 
rejl  from  their  labours , and  their  works  do  follow 
them.  Nor  are  thofe  who  furvive  to  forrow  as  with- 
out hope,  or  to  regard  this  event  as  the  extinction  of 
frienddiip4  and  of  love.  We  fhall,  I humbly  trud, 
not  only  recognize  the  objeCts  of  our  tender  attach- 
ment in  the  regions  of  felicity,  but  (hall  enjoy  more 
perfectly,  and  with  perpetual  advancement,  all  the 
relative  charities,  and  all  the  reciprocations  of  aijiity. 


A FATHERS 


5280 

Time  fecms,  indeed,  in  this  fublunary  (late,  occafion* 
ally  to  fuppreTs  fome  oF  the  fmeft  moral  fentiments  of 
the  heart.  But  this  is  only  the  fufpenfion  of  an 
energy:  and  it  may  be  reftored  to  its  Full  vigour, 
whenever  the  caufe  is  renewed  which  fir II  called  it 
.forth  into  exertion.  OF  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  fo 
intcreffcing  to  our  prefent  Feelings  and  to  all  our  vir- 
tuous willies,  we  have  proofs  in  the  occurrences  of 
this  fiage  of  our  exiftence.  The  dear  companion  of 
our  youth,  whom  we  had  forgotten  through  the 
lapfe  of  years,  we  meet  again  by  fome  happy  incident 
with  inexpreflible  delight,  and  find  that  our  attach- 
ment not  only  fubfiils  without  abatement,  but  mani- 
fefts  itfeif  with  increafed  vivacity.  In  the  world  of 
fpirits,  it  is  probable  that  our  mental  condi  tution  will 
remain  unchanged  in  its  efiential  powers,  freed  from 
the  incumbrances  of  the  flefh,  and  progreflively  en- 
larging its  fphere  of  action  and  of  enjoyment.  And 
•as  the  intercourfe  of  a finite  being  mull  through  all 
eternity  be  finite,  it  maybe  concluded  that  gradations 
will  always  take  place  in  our  moral  iympathies.  Nor 
is  partial  affection  inconfifient  with  general  benevo- 
lence. It  is  the  centre  from  which  myriads  of  rays 
may  proceed,  extending  to  a wider  and  wider  circum- 
ference, as  our  knowledge  increafes  of  the  intelligent 
creation  of  God.  For  love  is  of  a plafiic  nature, 
and  having  a felf-generative  power,  is  capable  of  in- 
definite augmentation : it  is  a flame  which  becomes 
more  warm  and  bright  to  the  objects  neared  to  it,  in. 
proportion  to  the  diffulion  of  its  luftre. 
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In  our  tender  recollections  of  a departed  friend, 

i 

there  feems  to  be  fome  anticipation  of  that  refined 
intercourfe  which  we  are  to  enjoy  with  him  hereafter. 
His  infirmities  are  forgotten,  all  caprice  and  jealoufy 
ceafe,  incidental  unkindnefs  is  done  away,  and  we 
remember  only  his  virtues  and  offices  of  love.  With 
fuch  views  of  human  mortality,  when  they  are  well 
founded,  (and  whenever  they  are  not  fo,  it  is  the 
fault  and  wretchednefs  either  of  ourfelves  or  of  our 
fellow-creatures,)  can  we  with  reafon  and  juft  ice  regard 
it  as  an  evil?  May  we  not  rather  fay,  with  heartfelt 
exultation,  0 death , where  is  thy  fling , 0 grave, 
where  is  thy  victory ! But  alas!  we  are  taught  by 
apoftolic  authority,  that  the  fling  of  death  is  fin , and 
that  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law.  Moral  evil  is  at 
once  the  bane  of  paffing  life,  the  bitternefs  of  its 
clofing  moments,  and  a curfe  impending  over  all  our 
expectations  hereafter. 

To  point  out  the  true  fources  of  mental  depravity: 
— To  explain  how  it  comes  to  be  ftrictly  forbidden  by 
God,  and  yet  fo  far  tolerated  as  not  to  be  fuppreffed 
by  the  interpofition  of  his  fovereign  power: — To 
evince  the  wifdom  and  goednefs  of  tins  divine  fuf- 
ferance  or  negative  permiffion;  and  to  reconcile  it 
with  the  juftice  of  future  condemnation  and  piiniili- 
ment; — are  fubjeCts  of  momentous  concern,  both  in 
{peculation  and  in  practice. 

Moral  evil  confifts  in  a corruption  of  the  appetites, 
paffions,  and  affections,  and  in  a confequent  perverfion 
of  the  will.  It  is  to  be  regarded,  therefore,  as  a 
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depravation  of  our  nature ; and  as  repugnant  to  con- 
fcience,  reafon,  and  the  ordinances  of  our  Creator. 
Hence  fin  is  (filed  the  fling  of  death , as  the  occafion 
of  its  acutefl  fufferings.  And  the  law  is  faid  to  be 
th eflrength  of  fin,  not  only  by  the  penalties  it  infli&s, 
but  by  the  folly  and  guilt  which  are  attached  to  the 
violation  of  known  filtered  and  acknowledged  duty. 
We  (hall  bring  this  fubjeft  mod  clearly  and  forcibly 
“ home  to  our  bufinefs  and  bofoms,”  by  taking  a 
concife  view  of  the  moving  and  of  the  governing 
powers  of  the  human  mind,  of  the  principles  which 
excite,  and  of  thofe  which  are  dedined  to  regulate 
our  conduct,  and  of  the  good  or  ills  which  originate 
from  the  ufe  or  abufe  of  the  feveral  faculties  implanted 
in  us,  and  committed  to  our  free  direction.  In  this 
furvey  we  diall  afluredly  find,  that  God  has  made 
man  upright , but  that  he  has  himfelf  fought  out  many 
•wicked  inventions . 

Tiie  Deity  has  wifely  furnifhed  man  with  appe- 
tites, to  urge  him,  at  regular  feafons,  to  exertions 
neceflary  to  his  growth,  to  the  prefervation  of  his  life 
and  his  health,  and  to  the  continuance  of  his  fpecies. 
With  great  benignity  alfo  He  has  annexed  agreeable 
fenfiitions  to  their  moderate  and  proper  indulgence  ; 
fo  that,  according  to  the  fentiment  of  an  admired 
poet,  whofe  obiervation  however  has  been  too  often 
mifapplied,  cc  to  enjoy  is  to  obey.”  But  if  the  gra- 
tification of  the  appetites  may  be  innocent  and  even 

laudable,  it  may  likewife  be  made  fubverfive  of  reafon, 

* 

virtue,  and  religion.  Their  innocei  date  fubfids, 
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whiift  they  accord  with  the  original  intentions  of  na- 
ture ; and  they  become  laudable,  when  there  is 
fuperadded  to  the  animal  pleafures  they  produce,  com- 
placency of  mind,  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good, 
and  a difpofition  to  liberality,  friendfhip,  and  focial 
intercourfe.  But  notwithftanding  thefe  beneficial 
concomitants,  we  are  ever  to  remember,  that  the  ap- 
petites hold  only  a low  flation  in  the  oeconomy  of  our 
minds,  and  that  the  undue  indulgence  of  them  is  to 
fubftitute  a fubordinate  for  a higher  good,  thus  dis- 
turbing the  order  of  nature,  and  giving  to  moral  evil 
its  fatal  commencement.  Melancholy  is  the  progrefs 
of  this  evil,  when  habits  of  licentioufnefs  are  efta- 
blilhed,  when  the  paflions  are  inflamed  by  intempe- 
rance, when  the  dominion  of  reafon  is  ufurped,  and 
when  confcience  becomes  feared  as  with  a hot  iron . 
The  dignity  of  the  human  character  is  then  debafed, 
and  the  heir  of  immortality,  through  his  own  folly 
and  perverfenefs,  foregoes  all  expectation  of  deferving, 
and  all  capacity  of  enjoying,  future  beatitude.  Yet 
under  thefe  fad  circumftances,  we  have  nothing  to 
allege  againfi:  our  Maker;  but  on  the  contrary  ought 
humbly  to  addrefs  Him  in  the  language  which  Nehe- 
miah  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Levites,  0 Lord , 
thou  art  jujl  in  all  is  haft  brought  upon  us;  for  thoti 
haft  done  right , but  wf  have  done  wickedly . 

But  the  Imagination  far  furpafles  the  appetites 
in  dignity  and  importance.  This  faculty  is  of  a 
complex  nature,  including,  in  the  exercifeof  its  func- 
tions, cone”'  abflraCIion,  aflociation,  and  inveiw 
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tion  : and  as  its  operations  are  generally  accompa- 
nied with  vivid  emotions,  either  of  a pleafurable  or 
a painful  kind,  it  powerfully  influences  the  paflions 
and  the  will,  and  tin&ures  every  occurrence  and  every 
purfuitof  life  with  its  own  colouring  of  good  or  evil. 
That  fuch  a power  is  capable  of  the  nobleft  ufes,  or 
of  the  moll  dangerous  abufe,  needs  no  laboured 
proof  to  evince.  Were  the  mind  deftitute  of  it,  the 
beauties  of  nature  would  be  viewed  with  indifference; 
tafte  and  genius,  as  difplayed  in  the  fine  arts,  would 
be  extimrt;  fympathy  and  gratitude  would  be  cold 
and  tranfient  impreflions ; fociety  would  lofe  all  its 
elegant  enjoyments;  glory  and  honour  would  have  no 
exigence;  patriotifm  would  be  a term  without  import; 
and  virtue  herfelf  would  be  ftripped  of  many  anima- 
ting attractions.  Much  alfo,  very  much  would  the 
influence  of  religion  be  impaired,  if  diverted  of  hope? 
that  infpiring  principle,  which  is  fown  indeed  in  faith, 
but  can  only  fpring  up  and  flourifh  in  the'imagina* 
tion:  a principle  that  enlivens  us  with  the  profpeft 
of  joys  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory ; on  which  we  are 
privileged  to  meditate,  as  faints  and  martyrs  have 
heretofore  done,  though,  they  are  fuch  as  the  eye  hath 
not  feen , the  ear  heard , and  it  hath  not  entered  into  the 
heart  of  nan  fully  to  conceive . 

Yet  this  admirable  faculty,  fo  fitted  to  embellifh 
and  to  gladden  life,  and  fo  favourable  to  moral  ex- 
cellence and  genuine  piety,  requires  the  molt  Heady 
and  rigorous  controul.  The  relifh  which  it  gives 
for  the  contemplation  of  what  is  harmonious  and 
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fublime  in  the  creation,  or  of  ingenious  defign  and 
fkilful  execution  in  human  agency,  may  be  applied 
to  Toiler  extravagance  and  vain  oflentation;  or  may 
become  an  incitement  to  avarice,  envy,  and  pride. 
The  fplendour  and  dignity,  or  meannefs  and  wretch- 
ednefs,  which  (trike  the  fancy  on  the  firft  view  of 
characters,  actions,  or  events,  may  become  the  fource 
of  • numberlefs  falfe  aflociations:  and  by  thefe  the 
mind  may  be  the  dupe  of  its  own  illufions,  being  re- 
duced to  that  unhappy  date  in  which  evil  is  put  for 
good,  and  good  for  evil , bitter  for  fweet , and  fweet 
for  bitter.  Practical  maxims  of  honour  will  then  be 
edabliflied  on  the  caprices  of  fafhion;  revenge  will 
be  miftaken  for  courage  and  magnanimity;  the  fpirit 
of  perfecution  will  be  efteemed  as  pious  zeal;  and 
either  the  fervours  of  enthuilafm,  or  the  chilling 
gloom  of  fuperftition,  will  take  pofleflion  of  the  foul. 

But  (hall  the  man,  who  has  wilfully  brought  upon 
himfelf  intellectual  darknefs,  impute  to  God  the 
depravity  to  which  it  gives  occafion?  Or  {hall  he,  x 
like  the  fervant  in  the  parable,  prefumptuoufly  dare 
to  juftify  the  negleCt  and  perv'erfion  of  the  talent 
committed  to  his  care,  by  urging,  Lord , I knew  that 
thou  wert  a hard  man , reaping  where  thou  haft  not 
fawn , and  gathering  where  thou  haft  not  fire  wed: 
and  I was  afraid , and  went  and  hid  thy  talent  in  the 
earth.  Lo,  there  thou  haft  that  is  thine!  In  righte- 
oufnefs  the  Lord  judged  that  wicked  and  flothful 
fervant,  by  commanding  that  the  talent  Jhould  be  taken 
From  him , and  given  to  another ; and  that  he  Jhould  be 
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eafi  into  outer  darhiefs , where  there  is  weeping  and 
gnajhing  of  teeth. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  Passions  and  Affections, 
we  are  likewife  to  confider  ourfelves  as  fe wards  of 
the  manifold  grace  of  God-,  accountable  to  Him,  who 
implanted  them,  for  their  ufe  or  abufe.  Thefe  mov- 
ing powers  of  the  foul,  though  diftinguilhed  by  dif- 
ferent appellations,  vary  only  in  the  degree  of  emotion 
or- perturbation  with  which  their  energies  are  accom- 
panied. By  their  direct  impulfe  the  will  is  incited: 
and  as  they  become  the  reflex  objects  of  approbation 
or  difapprobation,  moral  agency  is  thus  conftituted  ; 
and  virtue  or  vice,  happinefs  or  mifery,  are  their  in- 
evitable confequences.  It  behoves  us  then  ferioufly 
to  weigh  the  good  and  the  evil  of  this  pre-eminent 
part  of  our  mental  frame  ; that  we  may  not  only  do 
juflice  in  {peculation  to  the  benignant  Author  of  it; 
but  that  we  may  practically  avoid  the  one  and  attain 
the  other,  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  human  frailty. 
In  thedellgnationof  man,  two  great  objects  are  afllgned 
for  his  attainment — private  intereft,  and  focial  hap- 
pinefs. To  thefe  ends  «very  part  of  his  moral  and 
intellectual  character  bears  a remote  or  an  immediate 
reference.  And  the  oeconomy  of  the  mind  conflfls 
in  the  dire  vigour  of  the  perceptive  powers  which 
difcern  them;  in  the  juft  balance  of  the  paflions  and 
afleCtions  which  urge  to  their  purfuit;  in  the  quicknefs, 
accuracy,  or  authority  of  the  moral  faculty  which 
decides  on  their  merit  or  demerit ; in  the  fubordination 
<*f  the  will  to  its  decifions;  and  in  the  general  fupre- 
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inacy  of  reafon  over  the  whole  mental  fyflem.  The 
paffions  and  affeXions,  being  blind  impulfes,  may  har- 
monize  or  be  difcordant  with  each  other;  be  propor- 
tionate or  difproportionate  to  their  objeXs;  and  good 
or  evil,  according  to  their  ends,  degrees,  .and  affinities. 
We  mult  remember,  alfo,  that  in  the  wide  and  com- 
plex fphere  of  life  a variety  of  difpofitions  is  required 
for  individual  felicity  and  public  benefit.  Ambition, 
courage,  and  the  love  of  glory,  qualify  fome  for 
command  ; whillt  gentlenefs,  timidity,  and  the  defire 
of  eafe,  reprefs  in  others  all  afpiring  views,  and  fit 
them  only  for  fubordination.  In  one  man,  the  third: 
of  knowledge  is  a prevailing  principle;  in  another, 
the  love  of  wealth;  whillt  a third,  indifferent  to  both, 
is  ardent  in  the  dangers  and  the  toils  of  war.  But 
befides  thefe  ffrong  colourings  of  minds  oppofed  t<? 
each  other,  there  are  ffiades  of  dillinXion  in  the 
human  paffions,  diverfified  almoft  to  infinity.  This 
regular  confufion,  this  difcordant  harmony,  confti- 
tutes  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  the  focial  date; 
and  in  every  community  increafes  in  an  exaX  ratio 
to  the  progreffive  advancement  of  liberty,  knowledge, 
and  juft  legiflatiqn.  For  as  relations,  employments, 
offices,  and  ranks  are  multiplied,  the  connexions  or 
collifions  of  duty  and  interelf  are  alfo  multiplied ; and 
combinations  of  the  principles  of  aXion  are  formed, 
unknown  in  the  primeval  Hate  of  man,  giving  him 
frcfh  energies,  and  calling  his  charaXer,  as  it  were, 
in  a new  and  larger  mould.  In  judging,  therefore, 
©f  any  particular  paffion  or  affeXipn,  we  muff  have 
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recourfe  to  a comprehenfive  llandard;  nor  fhould  we 
ever  pronounce  the  fentenceof  its  entire  condemnation, 
till  we  know  not  only  its  precife  force  and  fpecific 
object,  but  whether  it  ferves  not  alfo  as  a counterpoife 
to  tome  other  powerful  propenfity  in  the  mental  fys- 
tem:  for  it  may  operate  for  good,  where  motives 
usually  virtuous  do  not  fubfitt.  Thus  anger  over- 
comes fear;  indolence  retrains  the  immoderate  delire 
of  pleafure  or  of  wealth ; ollentation  fuperfedes  fordid 
parfimony;  luxury  foftens  ferocity  of  manners;  and 
even  voluptuoufnefs  is  an  antidote  to  coldnefs  and 
liardnefs  of  heart.  Thefe  obfervations  mull  not  be 
underhood  to  accord  with  the  do&rine  that  private 
vices  are  public  benefits : a doctrine  which  is  a folecifm 
in  ethics,  and  plaufible  merely  from,  the  fallacy  of  the 
terms  employed  in  its  fupport,  My  arguments  are  only 
defigned  to  evince  that  inordinate  paffions  are  fome- 
times  happily  corrective  of  each  other;  and  being 
thus  fufpendcd  in  their  exercife,  the  voice  of  confcience 
may  be  heard,  their  general  tendencies  may  be  dis- 
cerned, and  reafon  may  refume  her  ufurped  empire. 

But  though  a fyflem  thus  adapted  to  obviate  its 
owndiforders  marks  the  benignity  and  wifdom  of  the 
Sovereign  Author,  yet  moral  rectitude  cannot  confilt 
in  any  balance  produced  by  the  correfpondent  excels 
or  defect  of  vicious  pailions;  and  there  are  fome  of 
fuch  extreme  turpitude  as  to  be  evil,  in  ail  their  con- 
fcquences,  to  the  individual  who  is  fubjeCted  to  them. 
Yet  even  thefe  will  be  found  to  have  fprung  from 
principles  innocent  and  perhaps  praife- worthy;  of 
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which  it  may  be  proper  to  adduce  a few  examples, 
by  tracing  to  their  origin  avarice , envy,  malice , and 
revenge . The  limits  of  this  inveftigation  forbid  a 
more  copious  detail. 

Avarice  is  an  inordinate  paffion  for  riches,  or  a 
ftrong  attachment  to  the  mere  inftrumcnts  and  means 
of  good,  predominant  over,  and  even  fometimes  fup- 
planting,  all  regard  to  the  end  itfelf.  Comfortable 
fubfiftence,  plenty,  future  provifion  for  offspring,  the 
enjoyments  of  tafte  and  elegance,  the  benefits  of 
power  or  of  knowledge,  or,  the  exercifes  of  hofpi- 
tality,  friendfhip,  companion,  and  beneficence,  con- 
ffitute  thofe  ends,  in  the  attainment  of  which  riches 
are  employed.  But  though,  independently  of  fuch 
ends,  they  poffefs  no  intrinfic  value ; yet,  by  an  early 
affociation,  which  education  too  much  foffers,  habit 
ffrengthens,  and  general  opinion  fan&ions,  they  ac- 
quire an  exclufive  eftimation,  and  become  themfelves 
the  obje&s  of  unremitting  and  arduous  pnrfuit. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  they  prove  incentives 
to  induffry,  Ikill,  and  enterprize;  qualities  which  are 
confeffedly  both  ufeful  and  laudable.  But  the  defire 
of  wealth  now  affumes  the  chara&er  either  of  virtue 
• or  of  vice,  according  to  the  governing  principles  of 
affion,  with  which  it  is  combined.  If  it  be  the  hand- 
maid to  fenfuality,  oftentation,  pride,  or  the  luff  of 
power,  it  participates  in  their  moral  turpitude;  as  it 
does  in  that  moral  excellence,  which,  like  the  Apos- 
tle’s, knows  how  to  abound , if  happily  in  conjumffion 
with  it.  The  fign,  however,  may  be  totally  de- 
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tached  from  the  thing  fignified,  and  abftraftedly  priced 
on  its  own  account.  This  abftraction  manifefts  itfelf 
in  the  pafiion  for  thofe  frivolifms,  which  are  falfely 

honoured  with  the  name  of  fcience — for  titles  of  ho- 

% . 

nour,  for  badges  of  diftin&ion,  and  for  military  glory. 
But  in  no  inftance  is  it  fo  remarkable  as  in  the  love 
of  money,  which  in  this  cafe  is  demonflrated  avarice; 
and  when  it  prevails,  debafes  the  mind,  extinguifhes 
the  generous  affe&ions,  and  becomes  the  root  of  all  evil. 

Envy  is  that  difpofition  of  mind,  which  is  painfully 
impreffed  by  the  fame,  the  fortune,  the  felicity,  or 
the  elevation  of  a neighbour;  and  which  is  gratified 
by  his  difappointment  or  humiliation.  Yet  malignant 
as  this  principle  muft  be  deemed,  it  always  fprings 
from  ill-founded  notions  of  rivallhip,  or  falfe  views 
of  private  intereft.  Self-love  feeks,  and  wifely  feeks, 
reputation,  advancement,  and  fuccefs : and  thefe, 
being  relative  advantages,  the  fum  of  them  is  efti- 
mated  rather  by  comparifon  than  by  the  precife  de- 
grees in  which  they  are  poffefifed.  Whenever  this 
comparifon  proves  unfavourable,  a jealous  and  irri- 
table mind  converts  it  into  an  occafion  of  grudging 
or  antipathy  ; and  what  ought  to  excite  a generous 
and  laudable  emulation,  is  perverted  into  that  fpu- 
rious  modification  of  it,  envy. 

Malice , pure  and  unmixed,  is  a pafiion  too  diabo- 
lical to  have  exigence  in  the  human  mind.  It  always 
involves  the  apprehenfion  or  belief  of  injury,  and  is, 
in  fentiment  and  purport,  a fpecies  of  retaliation. 
Flowing  from  fufpicion,  jealoufy,  oppofition  of  in- 
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tereft,  or  refentment,  it  may  be  regarded  as  origi. 
nating  in  the  defenfive  principles  of  aCtion,  which 
are  corrupted  by  too  frequent  indulgence,  by  falfe 
views  of  human  nature,  and  more  efpeciaily  by  the 
deficiency  of  countervailing  good  affections. 

Revenge , in  its  elfence,  implicates  refentment ; but 
goes  far  beyond  that  reafonable  emotion  to  which  a 
fenfe  of  injury  gives  rife  in  every  Spirited  and  gene- 
rous mind.  This  fenfe  of  injury  is  regulated  by  a 
principle  of  juftice;  for  wrongs,  being  definite,  have 
their  precife  correfpondent  meafures  of  indemnifi- 
cation or  redrefs;  and  it  ;s  calmed  by  time,  Softened 
by  compaflion,  and  always  difpofed  to  relenting  and 
forgivenefs.  To  be  angry  and  to  ftn  not , and  to 
fuffer  not  the  fun  to  go  down  upon  our  wrath , mark 
the  natural  as  well  as  the  evangelical  limits  of  a paf- 
fion,  which  operates  with  all  the  utility  of  a penal 
flatute,  and  is  promulgated  in  the  countenance  in- 
flantly,  to  warn  mankind  againft  mutual  harm.  But 
revenge  is  unbounded  anger  affociated  with  pride, 
agonizing  under  fancied  wounds,  with  hatred  of  the 
deeped  malignity,  and  with  enmity  which  nothing 
can  appeafe.  Thefe,  however,  are  factitious  combi- 
nation.:, pi  human  and  not  of  divine  original.  They 
belong  not  to  the  conftitution  which  the  Creator 
framed  in  his  own  image,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as 
the  frenzy  of  the  foul.  Happily  Such  extreme  depra- 
vity is  of  rare  occurrence : and  I am  perfuaded  a 
clofe  infpection  of  men’s  chara&ers  would  clearly 
fliew,  that  there  is  a considerable  predominance  of 
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virtue  in  the  world.  Every  individual  may  judge, 
with  tolerable  accuracy,  of  the  whole  by  the  circle 
which  forms  his  own  private  fphere  of  affion ; for  it 
is  of  fuch  parts  that  the  whole  is  compofed.  And 
were  vice  prevalent,  domeftic  peace,  mercantile  ho- 
nour, and  political  order,  could  not  fubfift  in  the  de- 
gree, and  with  the  univerfality,  which  for  ages  have 
been  experienced  in  all  the  civilized  parts  of  the 
globe.  But  with  the  utmoft  liberality  of  conftruc- 
tion,  there  will  hill  be  a large  portion  of  moral  evil, 
both  for  contrition  and  for  reformation.  Who  is 
there,  that  hath  not  to  lament  fome  fill,  which  moll 
eafily  befets  him  ? And  many,  very  many,  may  con- 
fefs  with  St.  Paul,  the  good  that  I would  I do  not ; 
but  the  evil  which  I would  not , that  I do.  Error  and 
infirmity  necefiarily  belong  to  a finite  being,  who  is 
here  commencing  a courfe  of  difcipline  and  improve- 
ment, which  is  to  be  progrefiive  through  all  eternity. 
Even  in  the  exalted  fiate  to  which  we  afpire  in  a 
future  world,  deviations  from  reflitude  may  ftiil  in- 
cidentally occur:  for  we  have  the  afiertion  of  holy 
writ,  “ that  the  angels  t hem fe Ives  are  charged  with 
64  folly,  and  that  there  is  none  perfe&ly  good,  fave 
4f'  God,  no  not  one.” 

But  mercy  and  loving-kmdnefs  are  the  attributes 
of  our  Creator.  Like  as  a father  pitieth  his  children? 
jo  the  IjOrd  pitieth  them  that  fear  him.  For  he 
knbweih  our  frame;  he  remembereth  that  we  are  dujl. 
(.el  us,  therefore,  fearch  and  try  our  ways , and  turn 
again  unto  him:  11:  will  hear  our  prayer,  and  will 
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g rant  his  falvation.  For  though  the  fling  of  death  is 
/in,  and  the  Jlrength  of  fin  is  the  law ; yet , thanks  be 
to  God , the  victory , £y  repentance , %vill  be  given  us9 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 


MISCELLANEOUS  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  A YOUNG 

CLERGYMAN. 

Study. — Pulpit  Difcourfes. — Mode  of  Compofition. — Adoption  of 
Scripture  Language. — Dangers  incidental  to  the  Clerical  Pro- 
fejjion . — Sunday  Schools. — Infraction  of  the  Poor.* 

I.  A Few  days  ago,  I had  a mod  friendly  letter 
from  the  Biihop  of  Llandaff,  in  which  he  mentions 
you  in  the  following  terms:  cc  Your  foil  is  young 
enough  to  make  a great  progrefs  in  Oriental  litera- 
tc  ture,  if  he  have  any  peculiar  turn  for  learning  lan- 
ce  guages ; but  without  that,  I think  his  time  may  be 
more  ufefully  employed  in  other  dudies.”!  I not 
only  accord  with  his  Jordfhip,  but  am  of  opinion, 
that  even  with  a ftrong  bent  towards  the  attainment 
of  Eadern  learning,  your  fituation  calls  for  purdahs  of 
higher  dignhy  and  importance;  and  which  are  eden- 
tial  to  one  who  has  the  claims  of  padoral  duty  to 
fulfil,  who  is  not  in  a hate  of  independence,  and 
who  mud,  in  a great  meafure,  be  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune.  In  the  converfation  which  I enjoyed 
with  you  lately,  I fuggefled  the  choice  of  a fytlematic 

* Thefe  communications  are  chiefly  fele&ed  frorp  fome  of  the 
author’s  letters,  returned  after  the  death  of  his  fon. 

f Confult  Dr.  Watfon’s  Difcourfc  delivered  to  tire  Clergy  of  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Ely,  May  1780,  on  the  Study  of  Oriental  Literature* 
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fubjefl,  both  of  your  fludies,  and  of  your  compe- 
titions for  the  pulpit.  With  this  view,  I propofed 
the  human  appetites  y defires , pafions , and  ajfeftions, 
as  peculiarly  worthy  of  your  inveftigatiori.  The 
analytis  of  the  mind,  and  efpecially  of  its  moving 
powers,  opens  the  mod  interefling  fources  of  know- 
ledge, makes  us  intimately  acquainted  with  ourfelves, 
.and  is  eflential  to  the  acquitition  of  influence  over 
others.  This  moral  icience  enters  into  every  trans- 
action of  life,  and  attaches  itfelf  alike  to  our  folitary 
and  focial  hours.  He,  therefore,  who  would  regu- 
late his  own  conduct,  mud  afeertain  the  principles  oti 
which  it  ought  to  be  founded;  and  he  whole  duty  it 
is  to  direct  the  conduct  of  others,  mufl  be  previoufly 
acquainted  with  all  the  mazes  of  the  heart,  that  he 
may  bring  his  principles  home  “ to  men’s  bufmefs 

and  bcfouis.” 

I have  attempted  the  lketch  of  a fermon  on  the  ufe 
and  abufe  of  the  appetites , to  illuftrate  the  mode  in 
which  I apprehend  the  active  powers  of  the  mind 
may  be  both  fludied  and  applied  to  your  pulpit 
fervices,  with  great  improvement  to  yourfelf,  and 
advantage  to  your  hearers.  And  when  you  have 
completed  the  whole  afeending  feries  of  defires , paf 
fions , and  ajfedlions ; fuch  a fyftem  of  practical  ethics 
would  be  well  received  by  the  public,  and  reflect 
honour  on  the  exertions  and  on  the  ability  of  its  au- 
thor. I am  folicitous  that  you  fliould  have  this 
object  in  your  view:  it  will  add  energy  to  your  tiu- 
dics,  and  give  a zed  to  the  purfuit  of  them.  And  in 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


301 


your  prefent  retirement  there  may  be  peculiar  reafon 
to  urge  to  you,  in  the  language  of  Salluf \fumma  ops 
niti  decet  ne  vitam  filentio  tranfeas . 

II.  Your  natural  diffidence  may  prove  for  fome 
time  unfavourable  to  animation  in  the  delivery  of  your 
fermons:  but  habit,  I hope,  will  enable  you  to  over- 
come it,  without  fub verting  that  modehy  which  is 
always  pleating  and  decorous  in  the  pulpit.  I am 
no  admirer  of  gehiculation,  or  of  hidden  varia- 
tions either  in  the  tone  of  the  preacher’s  voice,  or 
in  the  features  of  hfS  face.  Evangelical  do&rines 
and  precepts  are  of  fuch  intrinfic  importance,  that 
they  need  not  the  aids  of  artificial  eloquence : and 
a difcourfe  cannot  fail  to  be  impreffive  on  judicious 
minds,  and  even  on  the  vulgar,  if  well  compofed, 
pronounced  witlu  ferious  dignity,  and  accompanied 
with  no  affe&ed  or  ungraceful  attitudes.  Of  what 
length  are  your  fermons?  In  a ffiorter  fpace  of  time 
than  twenty-five  or  thirty  minutes  you  cannot  pof- 
fibly  aim  at  more  than  declamation  ; and  this,  as  it 
informs  not  the  underhanding,  can  make  only  a tem- 
porary impreffion  on  the  heart.  A pulpit  difcourfe 
fhould  enter  into  the  minutia  of  its  fubjeft;  for  oil 
thefe  the  regulation  of  the  affe&ions  and  the  conduct 
of  life  mod  intimately  depend.  At  the  clofe  of  Dr. 
Birch’s  Memoirs  of  Archbiffiop  Tillotfon,  a fermon 
is  inferted,  preached  at  the  morning  fervice  at  Crip- 
plegate,  which  appears  to  me  a model  of  ufeful 
compofition.  The  length  of  it  may  be  deemed  ex- 
ceptionable by  a modern  audience;  but  it  is  eafy  to 
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obviate  fuch  an  objection  by  a proper  divifion  of  the 
matter,  and  by  choofing  different  texts  fufficiently  ap- 
propriate to  the  fubjeCt. 

In  compofing  a difcourfe,  I fhould  recommend  to 
you  to  form  an  epitome  of  it  without  any  affiftance 
from  books.  Choofe  a fubjeCt,  and  when  you  are  in 
the  bed  frame  of  mind  for  the  invefligation  of  it, 
reflect  upon  it  deliberately,  and  note  down  in  regular 
order  the  introduction,  divifion,  general  conclufion, 
and  application.  This  will  make  the  materials  fuf- 
ficiently your  own;  and  they  may  afterwards  be 
enlarged,  corrected,  and  improved  by  what  others 
have  delivered  on  the  fame  topic.  In  a few  years 
you  will  be  qualified  to  write  entirely  from  the  ftores 
'of  your  own  mind. 

III.  When  a text  is  offered  to  the  confideration 
of  your  audience,  containing  any  moral  or  religious 
precept,  the  elucidation  of  it  would  often  be  more 
clear  and  impreflive  by  taking  a view  of  its  converfe 
or  correlative : and,  if  I miftake  not,  this  mode  has 
novelty  to  recommend  it.  Thus,  for  example,  the 
divine  command,  thou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thy/elf,  can  only  be  well  understood  and  fuccefsfully 
enforced  by  afcertaining  what  felf-love  ought  to  be, 
before  it  is  made  the  ftandard  of  the  love  we  are  to 
bear  to  our  neighbour . The  regulation  of  our  pri- 
vate affections,  therefore,  and  the  wifdom  and  impar- 
tiality of  our  judgments  concerning  perfonal  intereft, 
are  neceffary  antecedents  to  a juft  and  complete  ob- 
fcrvauce  of  this  great  commandment.  The  precept, 
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be  ye  angry,  and  fin  not , furnifhes  another  illuflration 
of  what  I have  propofed.  The  converfe  to  anger  is 
that  timidity  of  mind , which  invites  by  (brink ing  from 
injuries ; that  apathy , which  is  unmoved  by  moral  evil; 
or  that  paffive  obedience , which,  while  it  crouches 
under  the  oppreffion  of  fuperiors,  meanly  tyrannifes 
over  thofe  who  are  in  fubordinate  flations.  Each 
of  thefe  points  of  contrail  will  admit  of  confiderable 
enlargement;  and  each  will  illuflrate  the  propriety  of 
the  apoftolic  injunction,  which  may  afterwards  be 
difcuffed  with  its  feveral  limitations. 

Forgive  ns  our  trefpafes , as  zee  forgive  them  that 
trefpafs  againjl  us.  This  text,  like  the  firft  pointed 
out,  thou  fait  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy f elf  includes 
the  correlatives  which  are  to  afford  reciprocal  illus- 
tration. What  is  the  difpofition  of  mind  we  are  to 
bear  towards  thofe  who  have  trefpaffed  againft  us, 
that  we  may  be  fit  objects  of  the  divine  forgivenefs? 
We  are  to  indulge  no  refentment  which  is  in  the  lead 
degree  difproportionate  to  the  injury  received,  which 
has  not  for  its  objefl  the  prevention  of  future  of- 
fences, the  recovery  of  an  invaded  right,  the  refor- 
mation of  the  offender,  and  the  good  of  fbciety,  which 
is  necedarily  involved  in  the  redrefs  of  wrongs,  and 
in  the  fecurity  of  all  its  members.  We  are  alio  to 
cultivate  a placable  fpirit;  to  withhold  no  good  offices 
from  him  who  has  injured  us,  that  may  not  tend  to 
harden  him  in  his  tranfgreflion ; and  to  be  forward 
in  promoting  his  reformation,  and  our  mutual  recon- 
ciliation. Nor  are  thefe  the  foie  antecedents  effential 
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to  our  afking  worthily  of  God  the  forgivenefs  of  our 
trefpalfes.  W e muff,  agreeably  to  our  reafonable  ex- 
pectations from  thofe  who  have  trefpaffed  againfl  us, 
heartily  repent  of  our  offences,  refolve  never  again  to 
renew  them,  and  make  all  the  reftitution  in  our  powder. 

Such  is  the  wide  import,  and  fo  extenfive  are  the 
obligations  we  acknowledge  ourfelves  to  be  under, 
when  we  adopt  the  language  of  our  Saviour  in  prayer, 
forgive  us  our  trefpaffes , as  we  forgive  them  that  ires- 
pafs  againfl  us. 

Charity  envieth  not. — Confider  envy,  firfl,  as  con- 
nected with  ambition  and  the  defire  of  fortune;  fe- 
condly,  as  connected  with  emulation  and  the  love  or 
fame;  thirdly,  as  fimple  and  uncompounded, confiding 
folely  of  the  malignant  difpofition  of  being  gratified 
with  the  depreifion  of  others,  and  of  repining  at  their 
praLe,  at  their  excellence,  and  profperity.  But  it  is 
unneceffary  further  to  multiply  examples : thofe  which 
have  been  offered  will  fuffice  to  illuflrate  the  mode  of 
moral  and  fcriptural  invefligation  recommended  to 
your  attention. 

IV.  In  the  fermon  which  I heard  you  deliver  at 
St.  Anne’s  church,  you  urged  with  truth  and  energy 
the  importance  of  virtue  and  piety,  and  the  fufficiency 
of  a good  life  to  eternal  falvation.  In  this  fentiment, 
I am  perfuaded  you  are  fully  warranted  both  by 
reafon  and  fcripture.  But  it  is  oppofed  by  certain 
claffesof  Chriflians;  and  you  engaged  in  a brief  dis- 
cuffion  of  their  arguments,  with  a view  to  evince  the 
groundleffnefs  and  abfurdity  of  them.  Such  attempts 
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are  never  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs.  Direct 
attacks  from  the  pulpit  on  any  favourite  doffrines 
tend  rather  to  confirm  than  to  fubvert  the  belief  of 
them;  becaufe  by  kindling  fome  degree  of  refent. 
ment,  they  increafe  attachment  and  pertinacity.  The 
mod:  effectual  mode  of  enlightening  the  mind,  and  of 
correcting  falfe  opinions,  is  to  communicate  what  you 
deem  to  be  truth,  as  if  it  were  incontrovertible: 
and  whenever  inftruCfion  contradicts  the  prejudices 
of  the  audience,  it  fhould  be  delivered  as  much  as 
poflj  ble  in  the  language  of  fcripture.  Indeed  it  is  to 
be  lamented  that  many  terms  which  involve  in  them 
fubjeCts  of  bitter  difpute  amongfl  chriftians,  thofe 
“ novelties  of  words,”  as  Lord  Bacon  ftiles  them, 
fhould  have  been  introduced  into  the  public  offices  of 
religion.  The  fame  noble  writer,  in  his  EfTay  on 
Unity  of  Faith,  has  well  obferved,  that  “ men  create 
“ to  themfelves  oppofitions  which  in  truth  are  not, 

and  fafhion  and  coin  them  into  new  terms,  which 
“ are  fo  fixed  and  invariable,  that  though  the  mean- 
“ ing  ought  to  govern  the  term,  the  term  governs 
“ the  meaning.” 

V.  In  recommending  to  you  the  adoption  of  fcrip- 
ture language,  on  points  which  are  controverted,  I 
ought  not  to  omit  the  cautions  fo  judicioufly  fug- 
gefled  by  Dr.  Paley;  a fr  end  whom  I efleem  and 
venerate,  though  I have  oppofed  fome  of  his  opinions 
with  a freedom,  which  I am  fure,  from  his  known 
candour,  fincerity,  and  zeal  in  the  invefligation  of 
truth,  he  will  not  only  excufe,  but  approve.  This 
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excellent  writer  has  fliewn,  that  much  confufion  and 
many  falfe  doctrines  have  arifen  from  the  application 
of  titles,  phrafes,  proportions,  and  arguments  to  the 
perfonal  conditions  of  Chriftians  at  this  day,  which 
were  appropriate  to  chriftianity  on  its  firft  inditution. 
lie,  therefore,  who  undertakes  to  explain  the  fcrip- 
tures,  before  he  determines  to  whom  or  to  what  any 
particular  expredion  is  now  referable,  ought  to  weigh 
well  whether  it  admit  of  any  prefent  reference  at  all; 
or  whether  it  is  not  to  be  retrained  to  the  precife 
circumdances  or  occafion  on  which  it  was  originally 

delivered.  The  learned  author  illudrates  this  im- 

\ . 

portant  obfervation  by  feveral  intereding  examples, 
which  I diall  briefly  recapitulate.  At  the  time  when 
the  fcriptures  were  promulgated,  no  perfons  were  bap- 
tized but  converts,  and  none  being  converted  but 
from  con  vision,  a correfponding  reformation  of  life 
and  manners  muff  have  aImod  uniformly  enfued. 
Hence  baptifm  was  only  another  term  for  fincere  con- 
verfion , which  explains  our  Saviour’s  promife,  44  he 
£C  that  believeth , and  is  baptifed,Jhall  be  faved ” and 
alfo  his  command  to  St.  Paul,  <e  arife,  and  be  bap - 
Ci  fifed,  and  wajh  away  thy  fins.”  This  was  that 
baptifm  for  the  44  remijfon  of  fins,”  to  which  St* 
Peter  invited  the  Jews  ; and  that  44  wafiing  of  rege~ 
44  neration ,”  of  which  St.  Paul  writes  to  Titus.  Now 
when  we  fpeak  of  the  baptifm  pra&ifed  in  rnofl  chrid- 
ian  churches  at  prefent,  in  which  converfion  is  neither 
fuppofed  nor  podible,  it  is  man i fed  that  thefe  ex- 
prellionSj  if  ever  allowable,  ought  to  be  applied  with 
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extreme  qualification  and  referve.  The  community 
of  chriflians  were  at  firft  a handful  of  men,  ftri&ly 
united  amongft  themfelves,  and  divided  from  the  reft 
of  the  world  by  a difference  of  principle  and  per- 
fuafion,  by  fuperior  purity  of  life  and  converfation, 
and  by  many  peculiarities  of  worfhip  and  behaviour. 
Hence  they  were  denominated  by  diftinguifhed  titles, 
being  called  the  “ elect ,_ ) 'amts , a chofen  generation , a 
“ royal  priefthood , a holy  nation , a peculiar  people  ” 
Thefe  titles  by  a ftrange  mifapplication,  injurious  to 
our  holy  relig'on,  have  been  appropriated  to  certain 
ind  viduals  or  parties  amongft  chriflians  exifting  at 
this  time.  The  converfion  of  a grown  perfon  from 
heathenifm  to  chriftianity  was  a change  of  which  we 
have  now  no  juft  conception.  It  was  a new  name, 
a new  language,  a new  fociety,  a new  faith,  a new 
hope,  a new  object  of  worfhip*  and  a new  rule  of  life. 
A hiftory  was  difclofed  full  of  difcovery  and  furprife: 
a profpeCt  of  futurity  was  unfolded,  beyond  imagi- 
nation awful  and  auguft.  This  converfion  being  alfo 
accompanied  with  the  pardon  of  paft  fins,  became 
fuch  an  mra  in  a man's  1 fe,  fo  remarkable  a period 
in  his  recollection,  fuch  a revolution  of  every  thing 
which  was  molt  important  to  him,  as  might  well  admit 
the  ftrong  figures  and  fignificant  allufions  by  which  it 
is  defcribed  in  fcripture.  It  was  “ a rege  eration , or 
<c  new  birth;”  it  was  <c  to  be  born  again  of  God  and 
e<  the  fpirit it  was  “ to  be  dead  to  fin”  But  a 
perfon  educated  in  a chriftian  country  can  experience 
no  change  equal  or  fimilar  to  the  converfion  of  a 
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heathen  to  the  religion  of  Jesus.  Yet  we  fti^eta^r 
the  fame  language;  and  fome  amongfl  us  tiava^rna- 
gined  to  themfelves  certain  perceptible  impulfes  of  the 
Iloly  Ghoft,  by  which  in  an  inftant  they  who  were 
before  “ the  children  of  wrath  ft  are  regenerate,  and 
horn  of  the  fpirit ; becoming  new  creatures , and  the 
fons  of  God.* 

I cannot  refer  you  to  the  excellent  difeourfe  of 
Dr.  Paley,  which  I have  thus  epitomized,  without 
warmly  recommending  to  your  perufal  another,  by 
the  fame  learned  author,  preached  before  the  univer- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  on  the  dangers  incidental  to  the 
clerical  character.  The  fermon  is  now  before  me, 
and  as  no  opportunity  will  offer  till  next  year,  of 
tranfmitting  it  to  you,  I will  give  you  an  abridged 
view  of  it. 

VI.  The  text  is  moll  happily  appropriate,  Left 
that  by  any  means , when  I have  preached  to  others , 1 
my f elf  fioould  be  a caft  away ; i Cor.  ix.  27.  He  who 
felt  this  deep  folicitude  for  the  fate  of  his  fpiritual 
interefts,  and  the  perfuafion  that  his  acceptance  with 
God  mud  depend  upon  the  care  and  exaftnefs  with 
which  he  regulated  his  own  paffions,  and  his  own 
condudl,  was  one,  wdio  from  his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of 
religion,  from  the  ardour  of  his  preaching,  from  his 
fufferings,  or  his  fuccefs,  might  have  hoped  (if  fuch 
hope  were  in  any  cafe  admiffible)  for  fome  excufe  for 
indulgence,  and  fome  iicenfe  for  gratifications  for*. 


* See  Dr.  Paley’s  fermon,  entitled,  Caution  recommended  in  the 
Ufe  and  Application  of  Scripture  Language. 
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bidden  .to  others.  Yet  the  apoftle  appears  to  have 
knowft?  and  by  his  knowledge  inftru&s  us,  that  no 
exertion  of  mduftry,  no  difplay  of  talents,  no  puolic 
merit,  however  exalted,  will  compenfate  for  the  neg- 
lect of  perfonal  felf-government.  This  is  an  impor- 
tant leffon  to  all,  and  to  none  more  applicable  than 


to  the  teachers  of  religion.  For  the  human  mind  is 
prone,  almofl  beyond  refinance,  to  fink  the  weaknefs 
or  the  irregularities  of  private  character  in  the  view 
of  public  fervices;  and  this  propenfity  is  not  only 
ftrongeft  in  a man’s  own  cafe,  but  prevails  more  pow- 
erfully in  religion  than  in  other  fubje&s,  from  its  clofe 
connect ion  with  the  higher  interefts  of  human  nature. 

With  many  peculiar  motives  to  virtue,  and  means 
of  improvement  in  it,  a minifler  of  the  gofpel  has 
obftacles  prefented  to  his  progrefs,  which  require  a 
diftin&  and  pofitive  effort  of  the  mind  to  furmount. 
Amongfl  thefe  impediments,  I (hall  mention,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  infenfibility  to  religious  impreffions,  which 
a conftant  converfation  with  religious  fubjefts,  and 
(fill  more  a conftant  intermixture  with  religious  offices, 
are  wont  to  induce.  For  fuch  is  the  frame  of  the 
human  conftitution,  that  whilfl  all  a&ive  habits  are 
facilitated  and  ftrengthened  by  repetition,  impreffions 
under  which  we  are  paffive  are  weakened  and  di mi- 
nified. What  then  is  to  be  done?  It  is  by  an 
effort  of  refle&ion,  by  an  aftive  exertion  of  the  mind, 
by  knowing  the  force  of  this  tendency,  and  by  fetting 
liimfelf  exprefsly  to  refift  it,  that  he  is  to  repair  the 
decays  of  fpontaneous  piety.  He  is  to  affifl  his  fen* 
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fitive  by  his  rational  nature,  and  to  obviate  his  hit- 
inanities  by  a deeper  fenfe  of  the  obligations  under 
which  he  lies;  and  by  a more  frequent  and  diftinft 
recolle&ion  of  the  reafons  upon  which  thofe  obliga- 
tions are  founded. 

\ 

The  principle  here  pointed  out  extends  alfo  to  the 
influence  which  argument  itfelf  poflefles  upon  the 
underdanding,  or  at  lead  to  the  influence  it  poflefles 
in  determining  the  will.  F^r  the  force  of  every  ar- 
gument is  diminifhed  by  tritenefs  and  familiarity. 
The  intrinfic  value,  indeed,  mud  be  the  fame,  but 
the  impreflion  may  be  very  different. 

But  a clergyman  has  an  additional  d’fadvantage  to 
contend  with.  The  confequence  of  repetition  will 
be  felt  more  fenfibly  by  him  who  is  in  the  habit  of 
dire&ing  his  arguments  to  others : for  it  always  re- 
quires a feparate  and  unufual  effort  of  the  mind  to 
bring  back  the  concluflon  upon  himfelf.  In  morals 
and  religion  the  powers  of  perfuaffon  are  cultivated 
by  thofe  whofe  employment  is  public  inffru&ion;  but 
their  wifhes  are  fulfilled,  and  their  cares  exhauffed 
in  promoting  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours  upon 
others.  The  fecret  duty  of  turning  truly  and  in 
earned:  their  attention  upon  themfelves  is  fufpended, 
not  to  fay  forgotten,  amidd  the  labours,  the  engage- 
ments, the  popularity  of  their  public  minidry;  and 
in  the  bed-difpofed  minds  is  interrupted  by  the  anx- 
iety, or  even  the  fatisfa&ion,  with  which  their  public 
Cervices  are  performed. 
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Thefe  evils  incidental  to  his  profeffion  are  often 
augmented  alfo  by  his  own  imprudence.  In  his  defile 
to  convince,  he  is  extremely  apt  to  overjiate  his  argu- 
ments. Such  zeal  generally,  I believe,  defeats  its  own 
purpofe,  even  with  thofe  whom  he  addrefles;  but  it 
always  dedroys  the  efficacy  of  the  argument  upon 
Jhimfelf.  He  is  confcious  of  his  exaggeration,  whe- 
ther his  hearers  perceive  it  or  not;  and  this  confci- 
oufnefs  corrupts  the  whole  influence  of  the  conclufion, 
robbing  it  even  of  its  juft  value.  It  may  not  be  quite 
the  fame  thing  to  overrate  a true  reafon,  and  to  ad- 
vance a fa-1  fe  one;  but  in  the  former  cafe  there  is 
affuredly  a want  of  candour,  which  approaches  al- 
moft  to  a want  of  veracity. 

If  dangers  to  a clergyman’s  moral  and  religious 
character  accompany  the  exercife  of  his  public  mini- 
dry,  they  no  lefs  attend  upon  the  nature  of  his  pro- 
feffional  dudies.  It  has  been  faid,  that  literary  trifling 
upon  the  fcriptures  has  a tendency,  above  all  other 
employments,  to  harden  the  heart.  This  obfervation 
is  not  applied  to  reprove  the  exercife,  to  check  the 
freedom,  or  to  quedion  the  utility,  of  biblical  refearches. 
But  the  critic  and  the  commentator  do  not  always 
proceed  with  the  reflection,  that  if  thefe  things  be 
true,  if  this  book  do  indeed  convey  to  us  the  will  of 
God,  it  is  not  only  to  be  dudied  and  criticifed,  but 
to  be  obeyed  and  aded  upon.  However  feduloufly 
and  however  fuccefsfully  they  may  have  cultivated 
religious  dudies,  yet  a more  arduous,  perhaps  a new, 
and  it  may  be  a painful  work,  which  the  public  eye 
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fees  not,  which  no  public  favour  will  reward,  remains 
to  be  attempted — that  of  inflituting  an  examinaticn 
of  the  heart,  and  of  the  moral  condufr;  of  altering 
the  fecret  courfe  of  behaviour;  of  reducing  its  devi- 
ations to  a conformity  with  thofe  rules  of  life  deli- 
vered in  the  holy  fcriptures,  which,  if  deemed  of 
fufficient  importance  to  deferve  to  be  ferioufly  flu- 
died,  ought,  for  reafons  infinitely  more  momentous, 
to  command  uniform  and  full  obedience. 

A turn  of  thinking  has  of  late  become  very  general 
amongfl:  the  higher  claflesof  the  community,  amongfl 
all  who  occupy  fiat  ions  of  authority,  and  in  common 
with  thefe,  amongil  the  clergy,  which  deferves  to  be 
particularly  noticed:  what  I refer  to  is  the  perfor- 
mance of  our  religious  offices  for  the  fake  of  felting 
an  example  to  others  ; and  the  allowing  this  motive 
fo  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  mind,  as  to  fubfiitute  itfelf 
in  the  place  of  the  proper  ground  and  reafon  of  the 
duty.  Whenever  this  is  the  cafe,  it  becomes  not 
only  a cold  and  extraneous,  but  a falfe  and  unrea- 
fonable  principle  of  aflion.  There  mufl  be  fome 
reafon  for  every  duty  befides  example,  or  there  can 
be  no  fufficient  reafon  for  it  at  all.  To  fuffer,  there- 
fore, a fecondary  confideration  to  exclude  the  primary 
and  more  important  one  is  a perverfion  of  the  judg- 
ment, the  eflfeft  of  which,  in  the  offices  of  religion,  is 
utterly  to  deftroy  their  religious  quality,  to  rob  them 
of  that  which  conftitutes  their  nature  and  their  fpiri- 
tuality.  They  who  would  fet  an  example  to  others 
of  worfhip  and  devotion,  in  truth  perform  neither 
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themfelves.  Idle  or  proud  fpeftators  of  the  fcene, 
they  vouchfafe  their  prefence  in  our  affemblies,  for 
the  edification,  it  feems,  and  benefit  of  others,  but 
as  if  they  had  no  fins  of  their  own  to  deplore,  no 
mercies  to  acknowledge,  no  pardon  to  entreat.  Be- 
caufe  we  find  it  convenient  to  ourfelves  that  thofe 
about  us  fhould  be  religious,  or  becaufe  it  is  ufeful 
to  the  hate  that  religion  fhould  be  upheld  in  the 
country; — to  join  from  thefe  motives  in  the  public 
ord  nances  of  the  church,  however  advifeable  it  may 
be  as  a branch  of  fecular  prudence,  is  not  either  to 
fu!fil  our  Lord’s  precept,  or  to  perform  any  religious 
fervice.  Religion  can  only  fpring  from  its  own  prin- 
ciple. Believing  our  falvation  to  be  involved  in  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  our  religious  as  well  as  moral 
duties;  Experiencing  the  warmth,  the  confolation, 
the  virtuous  energy  which  every  aft  of  true  devotion 
communicates  to  the  heart,  and  how  much  thefe  ef- 
fects are  heightened  by  confent  and  fympathy;  loving, 
and  therefore  feeking,  the  immortal  welfare  of  our 
neighbour,  we  unite  with  him  in  afts  of  focial  ho- 
mage to  our  Maker;  prompted  by  thefe  fentiments 
our  worfli  p is  what  it  ought  to  be,  exemplary,  yet 
our  own,  and  not  the  lefs  perfonal  for  being  public. 

If  what  has  been  flated  concerning  example  be 
true,  if  the  confederation  of  it  be  liable  to  be  mifap- 
plied,  no  perfons  can  be  more  in  danger  of  falling 
into  the  miflake  than  they  who  are  taught  to  regard 
themfelves  as  the  examples  as  well  as  inflruftors 
of  their  flocks*  It  is  neceflary  they  fhould  be  adino- 
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niflied  particularly  to  remember,  that  In  their  religious 
offices  they  have  not  only  to  pronounce,  to  excite,  to 
conduCI  the  devotion  of  their  congregations,  but  to 
pay  to  God  the  adoration  which  every  individual  owes 
to  Him;  and  whilft  they  are  exerting  themfelves  for 
others,  not  to  neglefl  the  falvation  of  their  own  fouls. 

In  thefe  excellent  and  judicious  remarks  of  Dr. 
Paley,  you  will  recognife  feveral  particulars  advanced 
by  David  Ilume,  in  the  reprobated  charge  againft 
the  clergy,  delivered  in  the  firft  note  to  his  Effiay  on 
National  Characters.  He  has  there  carried  every 
point  to  the  extreme,  in  order  to  difparage  a pro- 
feffion  to  which  he  appears  to  have  been  extremely 
inimical.  But  the  adage,  fas,  eft  et  ab  hofte  doceri , 
may  be  recommended  to  you  on  this  occalion ; and 
after  reading  the  epitome  I have  juft  drawn,  I with 
you  to  confult,  and  to  perufe  with  attention,  the  note 
to  which  I have  referred.  There  is  certainly  fome 
truth,  though  mixed  with  great  exaggeration,  in  each 
of  the  acculations  Mr.  Hume  has  brought  again  ft  the 
iacerdotal  character : and  to  become  fully  apprifed 
of  the  evil  which  moft  eaftly  befets  us,  is  effential  to 
the  fuccefs  of  our  efforts  in  guarding  againft  it.  To 
the  following  remark  I would  efpecially  direCI  your 
attention.  “ Though  all  mankind  have  a ftrong 
propenfity  to  religion  at  certain  times  and  in  certain 
<c  difpofitions,  yet  there  are  few  or  none  who  have 
“ it  to  that  degree  or  with  that  conftancy  which 
“ is  requifite  to  this  profeffion.  It  muft  therefore 
46  happen  that  clergymen  being  drawn  from  the 
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rC  common  mafs  of  mankind  as  people  are  to  other 
iC  employments,  by  the  views  of  profit ; the  greater 
“ part  will  find  it  neceffary,  on  particular  occafions, 
<c  to  feign  more  devotion  than  they  are  at  that  time 
<c  pofTefifed  of,  and  to  maintain  the  appearance  of 
“ fervour  and  ferioufnefs  even  when  jaded  with  the 
cc  exercifes  of  their  religion,  or  when  they  have 
£c  their  minds  engaged  in  the  common  occupations 
“ of  life.” 

The  fpir't  of  devotion  cannot  be  uniformly  the 
fame,  even  in  the  bed  condituted  minds,  at  all  feafons 
and  under  all  circumdances.  But  though  temporary 
abatement  of  fervour  may  be  excufable,  a minider, 
when  engaged  in  the  public  fervices  of  the  church, 
ought  never  to  lofe  the  impreffion  of  the  awful  pre- 
fence in  which  he  dands ; nor  the  power  of  command- 
jng  his  thoughts,  byrecalling  them  to  a confideration 
of  the  majedy  of  the  Alm'ghry  Being  whom  he  ad- 
dreffes.  Abfence  of  mind,  indeed,  does  not  deferve 
the  imputat'on  charged  upon  it  by  Mr.  Ilume,  of 
grimace  and  hypocrify;  yet  it  mud  be  regarded  as 
an  infult  to  God  to  draw  near  to  Him  with  the  lips , 
whiljt  the  heart  is  far  from  Him:  and  religions  apa- 
thy will  inevitably  enfue  from  its  frequent  recurrence. 

VII.  You  took  much  pains,  at  St.  John’s  church, 
to  difplay  the  advantages  of  Sunday- fchools.  It 
would  afford  me  fincere  fatisfa&ion  to  hear  that  you 
are  engaged  in  the  fuperintendance  of  one  at  Winwick. 
The  plan  of  indru&ion  diould  be  confined  to  moral 
and  religious  duties  purely  pra&ical,  and  to  the  un» 
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difputed  do<5h-ines  of  chriftianity.  To  qualify  for  the 
active  offices  of  life,  and  to  form  peaceable,  diligent, 
virtuous,  and  pious  citizens,  ought  to  be  the  foie  ob- 
jects of  fuch  inllitutions.  Thefe  muff  be  accomplifhed 
by  impreffing  the  minds  of  children  with  fuch  pri- 
mary and  comprehenfive  principles  as  extend  to  all 
fituations  and  conjunctures.  In  the  compolition  of 
prayers  for  Sunday-fchool  children,  I have  remarked 
a general  want  of  attention  to  the  obligation  and 
feelings  of  gratitude.  This  incenfe  of  the  heart  con- 
ftitutes  the  nobleft  and  moft  effential  part  of  devotion, 
and  may  be  called  forth  with  no  inconfiderable  de- 
gree of  fervour  in  very  young  minds,  by  a judicious 
and  animated  enumeration  of  the  bleffings  conferred 
upon  them.  Butwhilft  gratitude  is  omitted,  itrong 
expreffions  of  contrition  and  remorfe  are  almoft  con- 
ftantly  introduced  into  the  pious  exercifes  of  children. 
In  thefe  they  ought  to  find  no  place,  becaufe  they1 
imply  a fenfe  of  habitual  guilt,  which  cannot  be 
experienced  at  an  early  period  of  life,  and  utterance 
is  thus  given  to  a folemn  falfehood.  Yet  there  are 
fpecial  occ.ffions,  as  on  the  acknowledged  commiffion 
of  fome  heinous  offence,  that  feem  to  require  fuch  an 
appropriate  fervice  as  might  heighten  compunction, 
give  weight  to  admonition,  and  confirm  the  good 
impreffions  which  have  been  made. 

You  very  forcibly  defcanted  on  the  fenfe  we 
ought  to  entertain  of  the  good  offices  of  the  poor,* 

* Large  extra&s  are  here  given  from  this  difeourfe,  now  fent; 
from  St.  Peterfburgh,  rather  thari  the  original  fliort  view  of  the 
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*K  to  whofe  /kill  and  exertions,  under  God,  we  are 
“ indebted  for  the  leifure  we  enjoy,  for  the  habitations 
“ in  which  we  dwell,  for  the  raiment  with  which  we 
“ are  clothed,  for  the  plentiful  repafls  of  our  table, 
“ and  above  all,  for  our  advancement  in  moral  and 
“ intellectual  excellence.  Thefe  benefits  are  far  above 
<c  ordinary  wages  or  pecuniary  appreciation,  and 
“ therefore  the  claim  of  gratitude  goes  be}'Ond  them, 
<c  and  fhould  induce  us  to  extend  to  our  inferiors,  as 
“ much  as  is  practicable  and  confident  with  thecourfe 
“ of  things,  a portion  of  the  comforts  and  improve- 
“ ments  which  we  through  their  means  poffefs.  The 
“ value  of  money  is  factitious,  not  real.  Strip  the 
“ mighty  lord  of  his  vaflals,  and  all  his  rich  demefnes 
“ become  a wildernefs.  For  every  morfel  of  bread 
“ we  eat  we  are  obliged  to  a fubdivifion  of  labour, 
“ which  almoft  exceeds  computation  or  belief.  And 
“ without  artificers  thus  employed,  all  the  gold  of 
“ Peru  could  not  procure  for  us  the  fuftenance  of  a 
“ fingle  meal.  It  is  to  be  feared,  thefe  confiderations, 
<£  and  the  grateful  difpofuion  of  mind  refulting  from 
<c  them,  are  little  cherifhed  by  men  in  affluence  and 
££  power:  and  yet  they  are  calculated  to  afford  them 
heai  t-felt  fatisfaClion,  and  to  adorn  their  characters 
“ with  true  dignity  and  honour.  Gratitude  thus 
<£  exemplified  in  beneficent  aCts  towards  the  inflru- 
ments  of  God  for  our  good,  is  gratitude  to  Him 
<£  the  original  giver  of  every  good  gift.,, 

heads  as  fuggefted  by  memory,  becaufe  it  is  prefumcd  that  both  die 
labje<ft  and  the  matter  of  it  will  be  interefting  to  the  reader. 
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You  alfo  pointed  out  the  claims  which  the  poof 
have  to  our  attention  and  aflidance  on  the  princ  pie  of 
judice.  <c  Shall  the  fruits  of  the  earth  be  withheld 
“ from  him,  by  the  fweat  of  whofe  brow  they  are  fo 
<6  amply  procured?  If  it  be  the  equitable  command  of 
44  God  to  the  Jew,  thou  jhalt  not  m zzle  the  ox  when 
44  he  treadeth  out  the  corn , it  is  afluredly  not  lefs  in- 
44  confident  with  the  chridian  law  of  recfitude,  that 
44  our  fellow-creatures  fhould  toil  for  our  fupport 
44  and  enjoyment,  without  a meet  participation  in  the 
44  bledings  thus  obtained.  That  the  labourer  is  wor - 
cc  thy,  and  not  to  be  defrauded,  of  his  hire , is  a pre- 
44  cept  which  comprehends  only  a fmall  part  of  the 
44  debt  we  owe  to  him.  The  health  he  confumes, 
44  the  harddiips  he  undergoes,  and  the  good-will  he 
44  manifeds  in  our  fervice,  demand  our  compadion  in 
44  his  dcknefs,  our  relief  in  his  poverty  and  old  age, 
44  and  our  tender  attention  to  his  intereds  and  hap- 
44  pinefs.  Of  this  intcred  and  happinefs  his  fpiritual 
44  welfare  forms  an  effential  condituent.  Judice, 
44  therefore,  calls  upon  us  to  promote  it,  by  allowing 
44  him  fufEcient  leifure  from  his  ordinary  occupations 
44  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  privileges  of  his  rational  and 
44  moral  nature,  and  to  work  out,  through  divine 
44  affidance,  his  own  falvationd* 

This  important  confideration  led  you  in  the  third 
place  to  fugged,  44  that  a grateful  and  equitable  at- 
44  tention  to  the  poor  is  to  co-operate  with  Providence 
44  in  that  order  of  things,  which  his  wifdom  and 
44  goodnefs  hath  edablilhed.  For  though  a didinc- 
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<s  lion  of  ranks  is  neceflary  to  the  exigence  of  well- 
« regulated  fociety,  yet  this  diftinftion  has  its  origin 
« in  talents,  in  virtue,  and  in  knowledge.  Wealth, 

“ power,  and  greatnefs  are  but  cffefls,  the  caufes  of 
« which  are  to  be  fought  for  in  the  human  mind. 
“ And  in  every  orderly  community  where  art  is  fos- 
“ tered,  genius  allowed  full  fcope,  and  induftry  fecure 
<c  in  its  acquifitions,  one  unceafing  movement  upwards 
“ may  be  obferved  through  the  great  fcale  of  life. 
“ It  is  confonant  both  to  wifdom  and  to  duty  to 
“ promote  this  afpiring  difpofition,  which  is  equally 
Cfc  favourable  to  private  happinefs  and  to  national 
profperity:  and  education  furnifhes  the  true  means 
66  of  accomplififing  a purpofe  fo  noble  and  beneficial. 
cc  Capacity  is  confined  to  notation,  and  exiffs  under 
<c  all  thofe  modifications  and  degrees,  which  the  di- 
<c  verfified  conditions  and  necefiities  of  man  require. 
<c  It  fiiould  be  diligently  fearchcd  for  amongft  the 
iC  children  of  the  poor,  fliould  be  cultivated  where- 
<£  ever  found,  and  directed  with  care  and  judgment 
to  its  proper  object.” 

In  this  part  of  your  difeourfe  the  objections  fiiould 
have  been  obviated, which  many  well-difpofed  perfons 
have  entertained,  againfl  the  extenfion  of  even  the 
fubordinate  branches  of  fchool-learning  to  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor.  For  you  might  have  clearly  (hewn 
how  favourable  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  are 
not  only  to  ikill  and  advancement  in  the  arts,  but 
to  fubordination,  peaceablenefs,  fobriety,  and  honefiy. . 
Our  excellent  friend  Dr.  Haygarth,  in  his  Report  of 
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the  State  of  the  Blue-Coat  Hofpita l in  Cheder,  well 
obferves,  “ a drange  and  pernicious  prejudice  has 
te  too  generally  prevailed  againft  educating  the  chil- 
4C  dren  of  the  poor,  fo  as  to  check  the  beneficence  of 
“ the  charitable  and  humane.  Some  have  abfurdly 
<c  maintained,  that  the  mod  ignorant  are  the  mod 
virtuous,  happy,  and  ufeful  part  of  mankind.  It 
4C  is  adonifhing  what  injurious  influence  this  do&rine 
“ has  had,  though  fo  contrary  to  common  fenfe  and 
46  common  obfervation.  Let  any  one  recollect  the 
<c  character  of  bricklayers,  joiners,  fhoe-makers,  and 
<£  other  mechanics,  as  well  as  of  domedic  fervants,  and 
“ he  will  certainly  difcover,  that  the  mod  honed, 
<c  fober,  indudrious,  and  ufeful,  both  to  their  own 
u families  and  the  public,  are  thofe  who  have  been 
accudomed  to  attend  divine  fervice,  and  who  were 
“ indru&ed,  when  young,  in  moral  principles,  read- 
ic  ing,  writing,  and  accompts.” 

Erned,  the  pious  duke  of  Saxe-Gotha,  is  faid  by 
M.  Hirzel,  in  his  Rural  Socrates,  to  have  entirely' 
changed  the  face  of  his  principality,  no  more  than  a 
century  ago,  by  having  his  people  indructed  in  every 
kind  of  ufeful  knowledge,  compendiums  of  which 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  peafants  in  all  coun- 
try fchools:  and  though  thefe  conditutions  do  not 
now  exid  in  their  original  vigour,  yet  it  is  amazing  to 
obferve  the  difference  which  fubfids  between  the  in- 
habitants of  this  and  of  other  German  circles  more 
negle&ed.  The  fame  intelligent  writer  relates,  that 
the  Swifs  peafants  were  invited  to  attend  the  meetings 
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of  the  Phyfical  Society  at  Zurich;  when  each  was 
Called  upon  to  give  an  account  of  his  mode  of  hus- 
bandry, and  received  from  the  fociety  encouragement 
and  inftruttion.  It  is  provided  by  law  in  Scotland, 
that  there  fhall  be  a fchool  edablifhed,  and  a mader 
appointed,  in  eve^y  paridl  i many  additional  fchools 
are  alfo  founded  by  donation  and  legacies  : fo  that  in 
the  fouthern  parts  of  Scotland  it  is  very  rare,  fays 
Mr.  Howard,  to  meet  with  any  perfon  who  cannot 
both  read  and  write;  and  it  is  deemed  fcandalous  not 
to  be  pofifefifed  of  a Bible.  The  Highland  fociety  for 
propagating  ChridianknowIedgehaveftated,thatabout 
feven  thoufand  poor  children  are  indrutted,  in  their 
northern  fchools,  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  the 
ufeful  arts,  and  in  the  principles  of  religion.  “ Would 
<£  you  prevent  crimes,  take  all  poffible  means  toenlight- 
en  the  people,”  obferves  Catherine  the  Second,  em-> 
prefs  of  Ruflia,  in  the  inftruttions  for  a code  of  laws 
for  her  extenfive  empire,  which  die  herfelf  compofed. 
And  the  Duke  de  Liancourt,  in  his  comparative  view 
of  mild  and  fangulnary  laws,  has  confirmed  this  maxim* 
by  the  following  important  fatts.  Scotland,  where 
education  is  more  general  than  in  any  other  country 
T of  Europe,  is  lead  degraded  by  crimes.  The  tables 
given  in  the  works  of  Mr.  Howard  fhew  that  fifty- 
eight  prifoners  only  have  been  condemned  to  death 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  in  that  country,  whofe 
population  amounts  to  at  lead  one  million  fix  hundred 
thoufand  fouls,  an  average  of  fcarcely  three  in  each 
year:  whild,  during  the  fame  period,  four  hundred 
vou.  i. 
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and  thirty-four  have  been  condemned  to  death  in  the 
circuit  of  Norfolk  in  England,  comprehending  fix 
counties,  whofe  population  can  hardly  be  eftimated 
at  more  than  eight  hundred  thoufand  perfons;  which 
makes  an  annual  average  of  fixty-fix  capital  convi&s, 
befides  eight  hundred  and  feventy-four  fentenced 
to  tranfportation. 

I (hall  now  fend  you  the  outlines  of  a difcourfe  on 
the  appetites,  which  I before  announced  to  you ; and 
fhall  be  anxious  to  fee  your  improvement  and  com- 
pletion of  it, 

/ 

SKETCH  OF  A DISCOURSE  ON  THE  USE  AND  ABUSE 

OF  THE  APPETITES. 

i Cor.  x.  31. 

Illustrate  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Divine 

Providence  in  furnifhing  man  with  appetites,  to  urge 
him  at  regular  feafons  to  ufe  the  neceffary  means  to 
fupport  his  growth,  his  health,  and  his  life.  His 
reafoning  powers  are  ill  adapted  to  thefe  ends,  without 
$he  impulfe  of  inflinft.  Appetite  defined.  Returns 
periodically,  when  nature  calls  for  fupplies ; and 
ceafes,  when  fatisfied  with  its  objett.  Is  attended  with 
pleafurable  fenfations;  and  its  gratification  may  be 
innocent,  laudable,  or  fubverfive  of  reafon,  religion, 
and  virtue. 

Confider  the  fubjeft  under  each  of  the  following 
heads. 

I.  The  innocent  date  of  the  appetites  implies  the 
indulgence  of  them  according  to  the  fimplicity  and 


IXSTRUCTIONS. 


323 


original  intention  oF  nature.  They  are  indications  of 
vigorous  health  ; exercife  and  labour  give  a zeft  to 
them;  and  only  when  corrupted,  they  urge  to  glut- 
tony, fenfuality,  or  drunkennefs.  Here  the  fituation 
of  our  firft  parents  in  paradife  may  be  defcribed: 

“ When  Eve  within,  due  at  her  hour  prepar’d 
“ For  dinner  favoury  fruits,  of  tulle  to  pieafe 
“ True  appetite,  and  not  difrellfh  third: 
u Of  ne&’rous  draughts  between,  from  milky  flream, 

**  Berry,  or  grape.” 

Par.  Loll,  Book  v.  1.  305. 

II.  The  indulgence  of  the  appetites  may  be  lau- 
dable, when  the  gratification  excites  complacency  of 
maid;  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  ; and  that 
difpofition  to  communicate,  to  which  the  term  hofpi- 
pitality  may  not  improperly  be  applied.  <c  Let  us 
“ eat  and  drink  to  the  glory  of  God,”  both  the 
philofopher  and  the  Chriftian  may  exclaim  ; for  it  is 
not  merely  a corporeal,  but  a mental  pleafure.  It  is 
a hymn  of  praife  to  God,  an  aft  of  focial  love  to  mam 
It  is  the  feaft  of  reafon  and  the  flow  of  foul.  But 
beware  in  the  rnidft  of  convivial  enjoyments.  Say  to 
the  overflowing  of  the  heart,  hitherto  Jhalt  thou  go, 
and  no  farther.  For  the  boundary  of  temperance 
being  once  pafTed,  the  rational  is  degraded  into  the 
brutal  nature ; and  appetite  may  become  the  habi- 
tual pander  of  folly  and  of  vice.  This  confideration 

% 

will  lead  to  the  third  head  of  the  difcourfe,  under 
which  the  evils  of  gluttony,  fenfuality,  and  drunken- 
nefs,  may  be  feverally  difcufled. 
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III.  Gluttony,  or  exceffive  eating,  is  injurious 
to  health,  flupifies  the  mind,  and  creates  that  habi- 
tual heavinefs  and  languor,  which  unfit  a man  for 
the  active  bufinefs  of  life.  Hence  Solomon  has  de- 
nounced, Prov.  xxiii.  23,  that  the  glutton  Jhall  come 
to  poverty,  and  drowfinefs  Jhall  clothe  a man  with  rags . 
The  extremes  of  this  vice  are  too  difgufling  and 
odious  to  require  to  be  dwelt  upon  for  animadverfion: 
but  Idler  degrees  of  it  are  too  often  found  amongft 
perfons  of  every  rank  in  life.  The  cravings  of  un- 
depraved appetite  are  moderate,  and  foon  appeafed  ; 
and  we  fhould  be  careful  not  to  go  beyond  nature  in 
the  indulgence  of  them.  Habits  of  eating  much  are 
eafily  induced  ; and  thefe  cannot  be  regarded  as 
innocent,  becaufe  they  are  a wafle  of  the  bounties  of 
Providence,  and  unfavourable  both  to  bodily  and 
mental  vigour. 

But  Sensuality  is  more  dangerous,  becaufe 
more  fedu&ive  than  gluttony.  It  refines  and  renders 
exquifite  thepleafures  of  eating  and  drinking  ; and  if 
it  do  not  opprefs  and  flupify  fo  much,  it  enervates  and 
even  vitiates  the  mind  in  a greater  degree  than  fimple 
extefs.  It  occupies  a large  portion  of  time,  and  de- 
votes it  to  very  ignoble  purpofes ; and  this  charge 
applies  both  to  the  perfons  who  indulge,  and  to  thofe 
who  make  preparations  for  the  indulgence.  It  pre- 
cludes the  purfuit  of  higher  enjoyments,  and  the 
exercife  of  efifential  duties.  It  occafions  a wanton 
ddtru&ion  of  numberlefs  creatures,  whole  exigence 
is  a blefling  bellowed  by  heaven  as  a mean  of  felicity 
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to  themfelves;  and  to  be  appropriated  to  the  ufe, 
but  not  the  tyranny,  the  cruelty,  and  the  abufe  of 
man.  This  tyranny,  cruelty,  and  abufe  are  extended 
not  only  to  the  deftruclion  of  life,  but  to  the  making 
death  itfelf  lingering  and  full  of  torture,  that  our 
viands  may  be  more  delicious  to  the  ficldy  and  de- 
praved palate. 

Caution  againft  the  too  prevalent  fafhion  of  dis- 
courfing  fo  much  on  the  delicacies  of  the  table,  and 
the  pleafures  of  eating  and  drinking.  Who  is  a wife 
man  and  endued  with  knowledge  among  you , let  him 
few  out  of  a good  convcrfation  his  works  with  meek - 
nefs  of  wifdom.  James  iii.  13.  Notice  alfo  the  fac- 
tious appetite  for  tobacco,  fnuff,  &c.  which,  when 
moderately  indulged,  may  add  to  the  innocent  enjoy- 
ments of  life;  but  is  often  carried  to  an  excefs  that 
may  almoft  be  deemed  criminal. 

But  neither  the  groffnefs  of  gluttony  nor  the  re- 
finements of  fenfuality  are  evils  of  fuch  magnitude  as 
Drunkenness.  This  involves  in  it  the  fame  lofs 
of  time,  of  fortune,  and  of  health;  and  is  moreover  a 
direct  incentive  to  profanenefs,  anger,  revenge,  and 
other  criminal  paflions.  It  may  be  divided  into  two 
fpecies;  fottifhnefs,  and  focial  intoxication.  The 
former  is  conne&ed  with  the  meannefs  and  flupe- 
fa&ion  of  gluttony,  but  fuperadds  a difpofition  to 
quarrelling:  and  a third:  for  flrong  liquors,  when 
privately  indulged,  is  more  violent  and  unremitting 
even  han  voracious  hunger. 
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Convivial  cbriety  diflufes  widely  its  mifchiefs.  It 
continually  lays  fnares  for  the  unwary,  feduces 
thoughtlefs  youth,  and  plants  a corrupter  in  every 
neighbourhood:  for  he  who  delights  in  fcenes  of 
intoxication,  muft  feduloufly  feek  for  companions  in 
his  guilt.  Warn  fuch  an  one  of  the  fpreading  mis. 
chiefs  he  occafions.  Tell  him,  that  though,  from  the 
peculiar  felicity  of  his  conftitution  and  circumftances, 
neither  his  health,  his  family,  nor  his  fortune  may 
immediately  fufFer  from  his  intemperance,  the  cafe 
will  be  far  otherwife  with  thofe  whom  he  tempts  to 
aflociate  in  his  excefs;  that  he  is  anfwerabje  for  the 
bad  influence  of  his  example,  for  the  corruption  of 
his  converfation,  for  every  negleft  of  duty,  and  for 
every  criminal  act  which  the  poifon  he  difpenfes 
with  fuch  mifguided  liberality  may  occafion  : and  that 
though  his  own  vigour  may  for  many  years  fecure 
him  againfl  the  confequences  of  excefs;  though  his 
fortune  may  be  too  affluent  to  be  impa:red  by  riot; 
though  his  heart  cheer  him  in  the  days  of  his  youth,  and 
he  walk  in  the  ways  of  his  heart  and  the  fight  of  his 
eyes  ; yet  for  all  thefe  things  G od  will  bring  him  intg 
judgment.  Ecclef.  xi.  io. 

From  what  has  been  delivered  it  will  appear,  that 
the  appetites  form  an  eflential  part  of  our  conflitution ; 
that  the  indulgence  of  them  is  accompanied  with 
pleafurable  fenfations,  to  increafe  our  enjoyments, 
and  to  render  us  more  attentive  to  their  calls;  and 
that  this  indulgence  is  not  only  innocent  but  laudable, 
if  it  exacife  felf-government;  if  it  be  made  fubfer* 
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vient  to  the  higher  powers  of  our  nature;  and  if  it 
be  afibciated  with  and  give  energy  to  liberality,  be- 
nevolence, and  hospitality.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
that  gluttony  degrades  us  to  a level  with  the  brutes ; 
that  fenfuality  enervates  the  frame,  deadens  the  moral 
and  intellectual  powers:  and  that  of  drunkennefs  it 
is  Said  by  the  wifeft  of  men.  Proverbs  xxiii.  29; 
Who  hath  woe?  who  hath  forrow?  who  hath  conten- 
tions? who  hath  babbling?  who  hath  wounds  without 
caufe?  who  hath  rednefs  of  eyes?  they  that  tarry  long 
at  the  wine;  they  that  go  to  feek  mixt  wine . 

✓ 

COMMUNICATIONS  TO  THE  SAME. 

Evidences  of  Chrifianity. — David  Hume . — Love  of  Truth,— 

' Religious  Controverfy. 

1 Have  lately  received  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elrington, 
one  of  the  Senior  Fellows  of  Trinity-College,  Dublin, 
the  very  obliging  prefent  of  his  Sermons,  on  the 
Evidences  of  Ckriflianity .*  During  the  perufal  of 

thefe  mod:  excellent  difeourfes,  I was  forcibly  (truck 
with  the  idea,  that  a feries  of  le&ures  on  the  truth  of 
the  Gofpel  difpenfation,  confined  to  the  fpecial  proofs 
of  its  importance  and  authenticity,  as  they  fubfift  in 
modern  times , would  be  highly  popular,  and  peculiarly 

1 

* Thefe  difeourfes  treat  on  the  Evidences  of  Chriftianity,  derived 
from  Miracles;  and  were  the  firft  delivered  at  the  Donnellan 
Leisures,  an  inftitution  eitablifhed  in  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin  in 
1794,  limilar  to  the  Bampton  Lectures  at  Oxford.  The  fecond 
feries  of  Sermons,  on  Prophecies,  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Wf 
Magee,  B.  D-;  and  as  much  may  be  reafonably  expefted  from  his 
diftinguifhed  learning,  indultry,  and  eloquence,  it  is  hoped  they 
will  fpeedily  be  publilhed. 
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adapted  to  the  religious  apathy  which  now  prevails 
in  the  world.  The  proofs  to  which  I allude,  might  be 
fliewn  to  be  more  cogent,  in  fome  refpe&s,  even  than 
thofe  which  occurred  at  the  period  of  the  firjl  'promul- 
gation of  Cbri/lianity . 1 have  attempted  to  arrange 
them  in  the  following  fketch,  as  they  might  probably 
offer  themfelves  to  a ferious  and  diligent  enquirer. 

I.  Men  have  now  a more  comprehenfive  knowledge 
of  the  political,  moral,  and  religious  (late  of  the 
world,  than  could  have  been  attained  at  the  time  of 
the  million  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  evidence,  there- 
fore, of  the  utility  and  necefljty  of  fuch  a difpenfa- 
tion  of  Providence  is  rendered  proportionally  more 
complete. 

II.  The  art  of  printing,  and  the  general  circulation 
of  books,  have  diifufed  the  knowledge  of  whatever 
relates  to  the  firfl  eflablilhment  of  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion. We  have,  confequently,  the  fulled;  hiftorical 
teftimony  of  its  happy  influence  on  thofe  who  were 
converts  to  it,  both  with  refpect  to  found  theifm  and 
moral  conduct.  This  teftimony  required  the  lapfeof 
centuries  for  its  entire  confirmation  ; and  increafes  in 
its  force  by  being  viewed  as  a whole,  rather  than  in 
particular  fucceflive  detafls.  Even  the  darknefs  and 
corruption  which  enfued  in  after-ages,  may  be  re- 
garded as  aid  tional  evidence,  hidden  from  the  firfl 
believers,  and  derived  from  the  page  of  hiflory.  For 
thb  reign  qf  antichrift  was  foretold  by  our  Saviour 
and  his  apoftles,  at  a period  when  the  prediction  could 
have  no  foundation  in  probable  conjecture. 
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III.  The  miracles  which  Christ  and  his  apoftles 
performed,  however  convincing  and  fatisfa&ory  to 
the  beholder,  could  have  been  admitted  comparatively 
by  few  on  the  evidence  of  perfonal  obfervation.  We 
are,  therefore,  now  nearly  in  the  fame  circumftances, 
as  to  the  authority  of  teftimony,  with  thofe  to  whom 
they  were  related ; but  with  this  fuperior  advantage, 
that  we  can  fully  appreciate  the  collective  as  well  as 
the  feparate  weight  of  the  refpe&ive  witneffes.  With 
the  whole  hiffory  of  many  of  thefe  witneffes  we  are 
at  this  time  completely  acquainted;  and  are  allured 
of  the  faithfulnefs  and  accuracy  of  their  attellations 
by  the  purity  of  their  morals,  by  their  freedom  from 
fuperftition  and  enthufiafm,  by  their  facrificeof  every 
worldly  mtereff,  and  by  the  fufferings  and  death 
which  they  endured  in  fupport  of  the  truth. 

IV.  The  miracles  themfelves  may  now  be  better 
underffood,  both  as  to  their  nature,  magnitude,  and 
objeCt,  than  they  could  have  been  at  the  time  when 
they  were  wrought.  Thus  the  fuppofed  difpolTefiion 
of  demons  was  afcribedby  the  Jews  to  Beelzebub, 
the  prince  of  the  devils ; whereas  we  are  wejl  affured  it 
was  the  cure  of  natural  difeafes,  fuch  as  mania , melan- 
cholia, and  epilepfy.  And  that  confidence  in  the  power 
of  magic,  or  the  agency  of  fubordinate  fpirits,  which 
rendered  the  Greeks  and  Romans  lefs  fenfible  to  the 
divine  authority  of  the  great  works  performed  by  Jesus 
and  his  Apollles,  is  at  this  time  entirely  fuperfeded. 
The  relloration  of  fight  to  the  blind  man,  as  related 
by  St.  Mark  viii.  23,  muff  appear,  to  one  verfed  in  the 
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fcience  of  villon,  a higher  efFe&  of  the  interpofirion 
of  the  Deity,  becaufe  more  extenfive  in  its  operation, 
than  to  a Jew  or  heathen  ignorant  of  modern  optical 
difcoveries.  The  exa&  coincidence  in  the  relation  of  it, 
alio,  with  what  is  now  known,  but  was  then  unknown, 
furnifhes  to  the  candid  enquirer  of  thefe  days  a 
proof  of  its  authenticity  peculiarly  forcible:  and  phi- 
lofophy  may  hereafter  become  more  and  more,  what 
it  always  ought  to  be,  the  hand-maid  to  religion,  by 
rendering  natural  truths  fubfervient  to  divine  truth. 

V.  Scripture  criticifm,  of  late  fo  feduloufly  and  fo 
fuccefsfully  cultivated,  has  furnifhed  a large  additi- 
onal flock  of  evidence  in  fupport  of  divine  revelation, 
unknown  when  it  was  firfl  promulgated. 

VI.  The  do&rines,  religious  and  moral,  which  are 
taught  in  the  fcriptures,  in  many  points  were  equally 
adverfe  to  the  opinions  and  prejudices  both  of  the 
Jews  and  of  the  Gentiles.  But  the  attributes  of 
God,  the  pardon  of  fin  on  repentance,  a future  flate 
of  retribution,  the  duties  of  forgiving  injuries,  of 
loving  our  enemies,  of  humility,  &c.  are  now  ad- 
mitted on  the  authority  of  improved  reafon,  as  well 
as  on  that  of  revelation : and  the  evangelical  code 
has  been  found  by  long  experience  to  be  fo  replete 
with  wifdom,  and  fo  confonant  to  the  beff  interefls 
of  mankind,  as  to  evince  that  it  is  worthy  of  mira- 
culous interpofition,  and  that  it  comes  from  God. 

VII.  From  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  the  mode  of 
its  propagation,  the  charafler  of  that  impoftor,  and  a 
comparifon  of  the  do&rine  and  precepts  of  the  Gofpel 
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■with  thofe  of  the  Koran,  manjr  cogent  though  in, 
<Jire<Eh  arguments  may  be  adduced  in  favour  of  the 
divine  origin  of  Chriflianity. 

VIII.  The  progrefhve  fulfilment  of  various  pro- 
phecies in  the  Old  and  New  Teflament  conflitutes  a 
feries  of  permanent  miracles,  open  to  the  obfervation 
of  all  mankind,  and  augmenting  the  weight  of  tefli- 
mony  almofl  in  exaft  proportion  to  the  Iapfe  of  time 
fince  the  promulgation  of  Chriflianity : and  the  ful^ 
proofs  which  we  now  enjoy  of  this  divine  communi- 
cation, as  pofTeffed  by  the  Author  of  our  religion, 
furnilh  a clear  preemptive  evidence  in  favour  of  his 
other  fupernatural  powers.  For  he  who  was  gifted 
to  foretel  the  definition  of  Jerufalem,  the  difperfion 
of  the  Jews,  and  various  fubfequent  events,  has  affu- 
rcdly  evinced  his  claim  to  our  belief  that  he  raifed 
Lazarus  from  the  dead,  and  that  he  is  himfelf  be- 
come the  firjl  fruits  of  them  who  Jlept . 

The  foregoing  propofitions  I have  communicated  to 
Dr.  Elrington.  But  whiltl  I am  now  writing,  fome 
additions  prefent  themfelves  to  my  mind,  which  I will 
note  down,  though  perhaps  they  may  be  compre- 
hended partly  under  the  heads  already  advanced. 

IX.  The  rapid  progrefs  of  Chriflianity  in  Judea, 
Afia  Minor,  Greece,  and  Italy,  foon  after  its  promul- 
gation, under  various  circumflances  adverfe  to  its 
adoption,  powerfully  evinces  its  foundation  in  truth, 
and  its  divine  fupport.  For  it  fhould  be  remembered 
that  the  Jews  had  rooted  preconceptions  of  a Meffiah, 
who  was  to  come  invefled  with  temporal  power  and 
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pre-eminence,  to  refcue  them  from  Roman  ufurpation, 
and  to  elevate  their  country  to  rank  and  fplendour. 
A crucified  Jesus  was,  therefore,  to  them  a Jiumblin g- 
block ; as  to  the  Greeks , and  to  the  reft  of  the  heathen 
world,  it  was  foolijhnefs.  The  Jews  alfo  were  held 
above  all  other  nations  in  fuch  utter  contempt,  that 
an  mftitution  firft  publifhed  amongft  them  could  not, 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  be  received  with- 
out prejudice  or  averfion.  And  it  lhould  be  further 
remarked,  that  this  inftitution  oppofed  itfelf  to  all 
their  tenets  in  religion,  to  many  of  their  darling 
maxims  of  morality,  and  exacted  a purity  of  heart  and 
life,  wholly  incompatible  with  the  corruptions  which 
univerfally  prevailed.  The  hiftory  of  the  firft  ages 
of  the  Chriftian  church  places  this  argument  in  a light 
peculiarly  linking  to  one  who  now  ftudies  the  evi- 
dences of  Chriftianity.  And  the  progreftlve  change 
and  melioration  of  manners  to  which  our  holy  religion 
has  given  rife,  may  be  regarded  as  a further  proof 
time  has  opened  to  our  view  of  its  divine  original. 

X.  The  Gofpel  was  at  firft  preached  chiefly  to  the 
poor  and  illiterate.  By  degrees  it  excited  the  attention, 
and  forced  the  conviction,  of  the  wife  and  the  learned: 
and  in  the  courfe  of  time,  the  moll  diftinguilhed  cha- 
racters forextenfive  knowledge,  found  judgment,  and 
profound  reafoning,  have  been  its  profefled  votaries. 
Now  though  authority  ought  not  to  govern  the  mind 
in  religious  faith,  yet  it  may  juftly  be  allowed  to 
influence  the  model!  enquirer  into  truth  not  to  be 
l'aiisfied  with  flight  or  fupcrficial  objections,  but  to 
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weigh  with  care  and  attention  evidences  which  have 
been  fan&ioned  in  early  times  by  men  oF  the  firft 
erudition,  and  in  our  own  days  by  the  dignified 
names,  amongft  numbcrlcfs  others,  of  Bacon,  Boyle, 
Milton,  Locke,  and  Newton.  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke 
has  collected  Feveral  quotations,  which  fliew  that  feme 
of  the  wifer  heathens  themfglves,  before  the  coming 
of  Christ,  acknowledged  their  doubts,  complained 
of  perplexity  and  uncertainty  refpefting  the  molt 
important  truths,  and  teftified  their  wifhes  for  a 
divine  difeovery.  Ariftotle  exprefsly  fays,  “ Know, 
6‘  that  whatever  is  fet  right,  and  as  it  iliould  be,  in 
cc  the  prefent  evil  (late  of  the  world,  can  be  done  fo 
t(  only  by  the  interpofition  of  Providence.”* 

* Dr.  Blackwell  has  alfo  given  us,  in  his  Sacred  Clafiics,  vol.  ii. 
p.  88,  many  interefting  paflages,  which  clearly  mark  the  general 
expectation  of  a Meffiah  in  the  heathen  world,  about  the  period  ot 
our  Saviour’s  appearance.  Suetonius  and  Tacitus  both  refer  to  a 
king,  who  was  to  arife  out  of  Judea.  The  Pollio  of  Virgil  almoft 
aiTumes  the  character  of  a prophecy;  and  Plato  prefents  to  our 
notice',  amongft  others,  the  following  extraordinary  paflages.  He 
lays,  A Divine  Revelation  is  nreejfary  to  explain  the  true  worjhip  of 
God — to  add  authority  to  moral  precepts — to  ajjljl  our  hejl  endeavours 
in  a virtuous  courfe — to  fix  the  future  rewards  and punijhments  of 
virtuous  and  vicious  conduct — and  to  point  out  fom:  acceptable  expi- 
ation for  fin.  He  introduces  Socrates  as  dating  to  Alcibiades,  that 
in  a future  time  a Divine  P erf  on  Jhould  appear,  who  in  pure  love  to 
man  jhould  remove  all  darknefs  from  his  ?njnd ; and  injlrudl  him  ho  w 
to  offer  his  prayers  and  praifes  in  the  viofi  acceptable  way  to  the 
Divine  Being.  The  fame  philofopher  afterwards  gives  the  follow- 
ing account  of  this  Divine  Teacher:  With  all  his  illufirious  qualities , 
mankind '"•will  not  fiibmit  to  him.  A ay,  they  will  life  him  with  every 
indignity.  He  jhall  be  fcourged,  tormented,  his  eyes  burnt,  and  at 
length,  after  every  infiance  of  contumely,  he  Jhall  be  put  to  death. 
—See  alfo  Gilpin’s  Preface  to  an  Expofition  of  the  New 
Teft  ament. 
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XL  The  fuccefiive  difcoveries  which  have  been 
made  in  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  which  we  who  are 
born  in  a later  period  fee  in  their  full  extent,  {hew 
that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  analogy  of  the  divine 
government,  that  the  improvement  of  mankind  Ihould 
be  progrefiive.  The  ufe  of  hieroglyphics,  the  art  of 
alphabetic  writing,  the  mariner’s  compafs,  printing, 
the  extenfion  of  navigation,  the  connexion  of  the 
new  world  with  the  old,  and  many  other  indances 
which  might  be  adduced,  are  now  fufficient  to  filence 
the  cavils  founded  on  the  procraftination  of  the  million 
of  Jesus  Christ.  And  a modern  enquirer  into 
the  truth  and  expediency  of  it  may  fatisfy  himfelf, 
more  completely  than  any  one  could  have  done 
eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  that  it  was  accompliihed 
in  the  fullnefs  of  time. 

XII.  But  the  Gofpel  difpenfation  itfelf  conditutes 
the  highed  vantage  ground  of  the  moderns  with 
refped  to  the  evidences  of  Chridianity.  For  by 
diffufingjuft  fentiments  concerning  the  being,  attri- 
butes, and  moral  government  of  God,  and  the 
future  expeditions  of  mankind,  it  has  gradually,  and 
almofl  imperceptibly,  given  rife  to  a fydem  of  na- 
tural religion,  perfectly  conlonant  to  reafon,  yet 
fuch  as  unenlightened  reafon  could  not  have  difco- 
vered;  and  which,  being  in  unifon  with  revelation, 
affords  the  ftrongeff  confirmation  of  its  verity.  For 
Mr.  Locke  has  w'ell  remarked,  <c  that  every  one 
<c  may  obferve  a great  many  truths,  which  he  receives' 
« at  fird  from  others,  and  readily  alfents  to  as  con- 
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€t  fonant  to  reafon,  which  he  would  have  found  it 
<£  hard,  and  perhaps  beyond  his  flrength,  to  have 
ct  difcovered  himfelf.  Native  and  original  truth  is 
“ not  fo  ealily  wrought  out  of  the  mine,  as  we,  who 
“ have  it  already  dug  and  falhioned  unto  our  hands, 
<c  are  apt  to  imagine.”* ** 

I recommend  to  your  attentive  perufalthedifcourfes 
of  Dr.  Elrington,  to  which  I have  referred.  You 
will  find  them  perfpicuous,  elegant,  interelling,  and 
forcibly  argumentative.  The  author’s  animadver- 
fions  on  Mr.  Hume  at  firfl  (hocked  my  feelings  : but 
though  I Hill  regret  their  feverity,  I am  compelled  to 
acquiefce  in  their  truth  and  juftice.  Amicus  Socrates , 
amicus  Plato ; fed  magis  arnica  *uerit as.  With  Mr. 
Hume  I was  perfonally  acquainted  at  Edinburgh; 
and  was  afterwards  introduced  to  his  particular  no- 
tice by  a letter  from  Dr.  Robertfon,  the  hifiorian, 
addrefied  to  him  during  his  refidenceat  Paris  in  176 5, 
when  fecretary  to  the  Britilh  embafiy.  It  was  im- 
polfible  to  know  him,  without  admiring  his  talents 
and  various  learning,  and  loving  him  for  the  fuavity 
of  his  manners.  As  a polemic,  however,  I was  then 
fully  fenfible  that  he  was  always  fubtle,  and  fome- 
times  unfair.  But  alas!  the  fame  charge  attaches, 
too  frequently,  to  controverfialifts  of  every  clafs;  and 
perhaps  this  celebrated  genius  was  led  to  incur  it  by 

* Reafonablenefs  of  Chriftianity. 

u Primo  incredibile  videtur  aliquid  tale  invenirl  potfe;  poftquam 

**  3utem  inventum  fit,  incredibile  rurfus  videtur,  id  homines  tarn  diu 
‘ fugere  potuiffe.” — Bacon  Nov.  Organ,  lib.  i.  aphor.  no. 
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degrees  almoll  imperceptible  to  himfelf.  The  judi- 
cious maxim,  nullius  jur are  in  verba  magijlri,  is  con- 
ftrued  to  imply  a bold  oppofition  to  every  eflabl idled 
opinion:  and  as  there  may  be,  what  Lord  Bacon 
happily  terms,  “ a fuperftitious  fear  of  fuperflition;” 
there  may  alfo  fubfift  a prejudice  fo  ftrong  againft 
fuppofed  prejudice,  as  to  become,  with  literary  men,- 
efpecially  of  a metaphyfical  turn,  one  great  fource  of 
fcepticifm  and  infidelity.  The  imagination  is  (truck 
with  novelty ; it  appears  honourable  to  (hake  off  vul- 
gar trammels  ; and  pride  is  gratified  by  the  triumph 
over  authority.  The  paffions  are  thus  engaged  in 
the  caufe  that  is  efpoufed,  whether  it  be  of  truth  or 
of  error;  and  even  the  fingularity  of  any  notion  or 
principle,  a circumftance  which  ought  to  create 
doubt  and  hefitation,  tends  rather  to  (Lengthen  the 
conviction  of  its  certainty.  You  will  recoiled  tbs' 
the  celebrated  theorem  of  Mr.  Ilume,  “ that  no 
“ teftimony  is  fufficient  to  e(labli(h  a miracle,  unlefs 
“ the  tedimony  be  of  fuch  a kind,  that  its  falfehood 
“ would  be  more  miraculous  than  the  faft  it  endea* 
46  vours  to  eftablilh:  and  even  in  that  cafe  there  is  a 
<c  mutual  deftruftion  of  arguments,  and  the  fuperior 
“ only  gives  us  an  afifurance,  fuitable  to  that  degree 
“ of  force  which  remains  after  deducing  the  in- 
“ ferior.”  It  appears  by  the  correfpondence  lately* 
publifiied  between  Mr.  Hume  and  Dr.  Campbell, 
that  this  theorem  was  fuggefted  by  the  following 
incident:  cc  I was  walking,”  fayS  Mr.  Hume,  “ in 
«c  the  cloifters  of  the  Jefuits*  college  of  La  Fleche,  (a 
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« town  in  which  I palled  two  years  of  my  youth,) 
cc  and  was  engaged  in  converfation  with  a Jefuit  of 
“ foitie  parts  and  learning,  who  was  relating  to  me 
« and  urging  fome  nonfenfical  miracle  lately  per- 
“ formed  in  their  convent,  which  I was  tempted  to 
“ difpute  with  him;  and  as  my  head  was  full  of  the 
“ topics  of  my  Treatife  upon  Human  Nature,  which 
“ I was  at  that  time  compofing,  this  argument  im- 
“ mediately  occurred  to  me,  and  I thought  it  very 
“ much  gravelled  my  companion.  But  at  lall  he 
“ obferved  to  me,  that  it  was  impolhble  for  that  ar- 
<c  gument  to  have  any  folidity,  becaufe  it  operated 
“ equally  againft  the  Gofpel  as  the  Catholic  mi- 
“ racle;  which  obl'ervation  I thought  proper  to 
<c  admit  as  a fuflicient  anfwer.”*  It  is  probable  that 
Mr.  Hume  had  never,  previoufly  to  this  period,  di- 
rected the  attention  of  his  mind  to  the  evidences  of 
Chriftianity,  or  he  muff  have  feen  the  fallacy  of  ail 
argument,  that  admits  of  fuch  eafy  confutation.  But 
yielding  to  a fudden  and  lively  imprelTion,  his  imagi- 
nation became  fafcinated  with  it;  and  he  conceived, 
according  to  his  own  declaration,  “ that  he  had  made 
<6  a difcovery,  which,  with  the  wife  and  learned, 
<c  would  be  an  everlafting  check  to  all  kinds  of  fuper- 
“ ftitious  delufion,  and  confequently  would  be  ufeful 
6C  as  long  as  the  world  endures  : for  fo  long,  he 
“ prefumes,  will  the  accounts  of  miracles  and  pro- 
6<  digies  be  found  in  all  hiftory,  facred  and  protane.”* 

* SeePrefaceto  Dr.  Campbell’s  Differ,  on  Miracles,  p.  22,  3d  edit. 

t See  Hume’s  EfTay  on  Miracles,  fc£t.  x. 
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He  would  not,  therefore,  fuffer  hlmfelf  afterwards  to 
give  ad  million  to  any  reafoning  in  oppofition  to  it. 
Thus,  in  a letter  to  Dr.  Blair,  he  hates,  “ I willi  for 
44  the  future,  whenever  my  good  fortune  throws  me 
44  in  your  way,  that  thefe  topics  fhould  be  forborne 
44  between  us.  I have  long  fince  done  with  all  en- 
44  quiries  upon  fuch  fubje&s,  and  am  become  inca* 
44  p able  of  inJlruElion ; though  I know  no  one  wdio 
44  is  more  capable  of  conveying  it  than  yourfelf.”f 

Yet  Mr.  Hume  has  acknowledged,  44  that  there 
44  may  poffibly  be  miracles,  or  violations  of  the  ufual 
44  courfe  of  nature,  of  fuch  a kind  as  to  admit  of 
• 44  proof  from  human  teflimony ” though  he  denies  at 

t See  Preface  to  Dr.  Campbell’s  DifTertation  on  Miracles,  p. 
32,  third  edition. 

It  is  recorded  in  Bofwell’s  Life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  rot.  i.  p.  47c* 
that  “ Mr.  Hume  owned  to  a clergyman,  in  the  biffiopric  of  Dur- 
“ bam,  he  had  never  read  the  New  Teftament  wich  attention.”  In 
the  fame  work,  vol.  ii.  p.  536,  the  aftertion  is  repeated;  and  Dr. 
Johnfon  fubjoins,  “ here  then  was  a man  who  had  been  at  no  pains 
“to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  religion;  and  who  had  continually 
“ turned  his  mind  the  other  way.” 

Mr.  Hume’s  fondnefs  for  his  favourite  argument  appears  in  his 
application  of  it  to  the  Poems  of  Oflian.  “ It  is  indeed  ft  range, 
“ (fays  he)  that  any  man  of  fenfe  fhould  have  imagined  it  pofIib’e„ .. 
“ that  above  twenty  thoufand  verfes,  along  with  numberlefs  hifto- 
“ rical  fadts,  could  have  been  preferved  by  oral  tradition,  during 
“ fifty  generations,  by  the  rudeft  perhaps  of  all  European  nations* 
“ the  moft  neceflitous,  the  moft  turbulent,  the  moft  unfettled. 
“ Where  a fuppofition  is  fo  contrary  to  common-fenfe,  any  pofitive 
“ evidence  of  it  ought  not  to  be  regarded.  Men  run  with  great 
“ avidity  to  give  their  evidence  in  favour  of  what  flatters  their  paC 
“ fions,  and  their  natural  prejudices.  You  are,  therefore,  over  and, 
“ above  indulgent  to  us  in  fpeaking  of  the  matter  with  kelitation,’* 
—Sec  Gibbon’s  Memoirs,  by  Lord  Sheffield. 
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the  fame  time,  with  Tome  inconfidency,  “ that  a 
<c  miracle  can  ever  be  proved,  fo  as  to  be  the  foun- 
««  dation  of  a fydem  of  religion.”  “ Thus,”  fays 
he,  ‘c  fuppofe  all  authors  in  all  languages  agree,  that 
« from  the  i ft  of  January,  1600,  there  was  a total 
« darknefs  over  the  earth  for  eight  days;  fuppofe 
“ that  the  tradition  of  this  extraordinary  event  is  dill 
e£  ftrong  and  lively  among  the  people;  that  all  tra- 
fi£  vellers,  wdio  return  from  foreign  countries,  bring 
<£  us  account  of  the  fame  tradition,  without  the  lead: 
<£  variation  or  contradi&ion:  it  is  evident  that  our 
“ prefent  philofophers,  indead  of  doubting  the  fa<d, 
“ ought  to  receive  it  as  certain,  and  ought  to  fearch 
*£  for  the  caufes  whence  it  might  be  derived.  The 
“ decay,  corruption,  and  diflblution  of  nature  is  an 
“ event  rendered  probable  by  fo  many  analogies, 
<£  that  any  phenomenon,  which  feems  to  have  a ten- 
“ dency  towards  that  cataftrcphe,  comes  within  the 
<£  reach  of  human  tedimony,  if  that  tedimony  be 
C£  very  extenfive  and  uniform.”*  Nowr  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  moral  world,  to  fuch  a degree  as  to  en- 
danger its  total  extindion,  is  an  event  at  lead  equally 
probable  with  the  cafe  put  by  Mr.  Hume,  relative  to 
the  material  world ; and  we  know,  from  the  mod 
authentic  records,  that  it  a&ually  took  place  at  the 
Chridian  cera.  The  redoration  of  mankind,  there- 
fore, might  be  confonant  to  the  order  of  the  divine 
government,  furn idling  an  occafion  worthy  of  the 
interpodtion  of  Providence  : and  the  fupernatural 

* Hume’s  EfTay  on  Miracles. 
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powers  given  to  our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles,  thein- 
llruments  of  its  accomplifhment,  were  inch  as  reafon 
fully  juftifies,  becaufe  neceffary  to  excite  attention  to 
their  million,  and  to  evince  that  it  was  from  God, 
by  difplays  of  more  than  human  agency,  accompa- 
nied with  more  than  human  wil'dom  and  benevolence. 
I hat  we  have  no  diredl  analogy , to  confirm  the  tefli- 
raonies  adduced  of  thefe  fupernatural  manifeftations 
of  power,  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  alleged  by  Mr. 
Hume;  who  admits  that  an  inhabitant  of  Sumatra 
may  juflly  believe  the  converfion  of  fluid  water  into 
folid  ice,  oil  the  evidence  of  eye-witneffes,  though 
contrary  to  his  own  invariable  experience.  For  the 
facl  implies  that  nature -is  placed  in  a fituation  quite 
unknown  to  him.  A new  experiment  is  made,  with 
the  refult  of  which  he  is  perfonally  unacquainted.  If 
he,  then,  be  not  to  rejeft  from  ignorance  a well-afcer- 
tained  fact',  but  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  it  ; the 
fame  conduct  is  incumbent  upon  us  refpecling  the 
origin  of  our  religion,  and  the  figns  and  wonders 
which  accompanied  its  promulgation. 

Mr.  Hume  feems  to  afcribe  belief  entirely  to  our 
experience  of  the  truth  of  the  teflimony.  But  belief 
is  a fundamental  principle  in  human  nature,  of  the 
moft  extenfive  importance,  and  manifefls  itfelf  in  the 
earlieft  periods  of  life;  being  the  neceffary  antecedent 
to  knowledge,  which  may  ferve  either  to  confirm  or 
to  reje<5!  it.  This  principle,  however,  (beneficial  as  its 
operation,)  is  often  degenerates  into  credulity ; and 
our  author  well  obferves,  that  ct  the  wife  lend  an 
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t£  academic  faith  to  every  report,  which  favours  the 
“ paffions  of  the  reporter,  or  in  any  way  ftrikes  in 
« with  his  inclinations  and  propenfities.  For  fuch  a 
fiC  man,  by  the  help  of  vanity  and  a heated  imagi- 
««  nation,  may  firft  have  made  a convert  of  himfelf; 
« and  having  entered  ferioufly  into  the  delufion,  will 
64  not  fcruple  to  employ  pious  frauds  in  fupport  of 
« what  he  deems  a holy  and  meritorious  caufe.”* 
But  may  not  the  fceptic  or  infidel,  on  fimilar  grounds, 
become  the  dupe  of  his  own  erroneous  zeal,  and 
conceive  it  lawful  to  propagate  his  do&rines  by  the 
arts  of  impoiition  and  delufion?  rlhe  Efifay  on  Mi- 
racles certainly  affords  ffrong  reafons  for  this  fuppor 
fition.  Some  of  thefe  I have  already  pointed  out; 
and  they  are  {till  more  manifeft  in  the  hiftorical  ftate- 
ments,  by  which  the  author  has  fupported  his  fa- 
vourite opinions.  I (hall  content  myfelf  with  briefly 
{hewing  the  fallacies  of  the  firft  fa&s  he  has  adduced; 
becaufe  the  books,  to  which  he  refers,  being  in  every 
library,  the  paffages  in  qucftion  may  be  confulted 
without  difficulty. 

To  lubvert  the  credit  of  the  teflimonies,  brought 
in  fupport  of  the  miracles  of  Christ  and  his  Apos- 
tles, Mr.  Hume  relates,  from  Tacitus,  that  Vefpafian 
cured  a blind  man  in  Alexandria  by  means  of  his 
fpittle,  and  one  lame  in  the  hand  by  the  touch  of 
his  foot,  in  obedience  to  a vifion  of  the  god  Serapis, 
who  had  commanded  thofe  perfons  to  have  recourfe 
to  him  for  their  cure.  In  this  (lory,  he  fays,  “ Every 

* See  Ilumq’s  Eflay,  vol.  ii.  p.  134* 
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44  circumftance  Teems  to  add  weight  to  the  evidence  \ 
44  and  might  be  difplayed  at  large  with  all  the  force 
44  of  argument  and  eloquence.  The  gravity,  folidity, 
44  age,  and  probity  of  Vefpafian:  the  hidorian,  a 
44  contemporary  wrter,  noted  for  candour  and  ve- 
44  racity,  the  greated  and  mod  penetrating  genius 
44  perhaps  of  all  antiquity,  and  To  free  from  every 
44  tendency  to  credulity,  that  he  even  lies  under  the 
44  contrary  imputation  of  atheifin  and  profanenefs: 
*4  the  perfons,  from  whofe  authority  he  related  the 
44  miracle,  of  edablifhed  charafrer  for  judgment  and 
44  veracity,  as  we  may  well  prefume,  eye  w'tneffes 
44  of  the  faff,  and  confirming  this  tedimony  after  the 
44  Flavian  family  was  defpoiled  of  the  empire,  and 
44  could  no  longer  give  any  reward  as  the  price  of  a 
44  lie:  to  which  if  we  add  the  public  nature  of  the 
44  fa&s,  it  will  appear  that  no  evidence  can  well  be 
44  fuppofed  dronger  for  fo  grofs  and  fo  palpable  a 
44  falfehood.”  Suetonius,  Mr.  Hume  fubjo  ns  in  a 
note,  gives  nearly  the  fame  account  with  Tacitus,  in 
his  Life  of  Vefpafian.*  But  according  to  this  his- 
torian, Audoritas  et  quafi  majejlas  queedam , ut  fcilicet 
incpinato  et  adhuc  novo  principi  deer  at:  heec  quoque 
accejfit . The  partifans,  therefore,  who  fupported 

his  pretenfions,  availed  themfelves  of  fuch  artifices  as 
were  fuited  to  the  fuperdition  of  the  age  ; and  it  is 
evident,  that  Vefpafian  himfelf  was  engaged  in  the  plot 
of  impofition  ; for  when  he  vifited  the  temple  of  Se- 
rapis,  to  confult  that  god  concerning  the  fate  of  the 
* Hume’s  Effay,  vol.  iu  p.  ijo. 
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empire,  he  commanded  all  men  to  retire,  that  he 
might,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  pretend  to  have 
feen  the  apparition  of  Bafilides,  then  confined  by 
ficknefs  at  a confiderable  difiance  from  Alexandria, 
whofe  name  and  prefence  were  to  be  alleged  as  the 
affurance  of  divine  favour.  The  narrative  of  Ta- 
citus affords  no  reafon  even  to  conjecture  that  he 
gave  credit  to  thefe  miracles  : they  are  recorded  by 
him  as  political  occurrences  of  the  time,  without 
quoting,  as  Mr.  Hume  afferts,  the  authority  of  men 
of  eft  ablijhe  cl  character  for  judgment  and  veracity , eye - 
witneffes , it  may  be  prefumed , of  the  faci*  And  the 
two  contemporary  hiftorians,  who  have  delivered 
thefe  accounts  vary  effentially  from  each  other:  for 
Suetonius  reprefents  that  the  limb  reftored  was  the 
leg,  and  Tacitus  the  arm;  a difcrepancy  which  clearly 
fliews  that  the  teftimony  could  not  have  been  commu- 
nicated by  eye-witneffes.  The  former,  alfo,  fpeaks  of 
the  perfon,  who  was  feen  by  Vefpafian  in  the  temple, 
as  a freedman;  the. latter  as  a grandee  of  Egypt. 

Thus  fallacious  is  Mr.  Hume’s  attempt  to  give 
dignity,  folemnity,  and  ftrength  of  atteftation  to  the 
alleged  miracles  of  Vefpafian ; which  being  feletted 
by  him  as  the  moff  ffriking  and  authentic  in  profane 
hiftory,  we  may  regard  as  reflecting,  by  their  futility, 
additional  credit  and  luftre  on  thofe  archetypes,  of 
which  they  were  evidently  the  counterfeits. 

The  miraculous  ftory,  quoted  by  Mr.  Hume  from 
the  Memoirs  of  Cardinal  De  Retz,  and  the  accounts 
which  he  has  given  of  the  cures  wrought  at  the  tomb 
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of  Abbe  Paris,  have  been  very  ably  commented  on 
and  confuted  by  feveral  diflinguiflied  authors.*  But 
Dr.  Elringron,  I think,  has  moth  fully  lliewn  the 
author’s  fpecious  colourings  and  miflatements ; and 
I {hall  here  tranfcribe  the  general  conclufions  which 
he  draws  from  his  interefiing  inveftigation  of  this 
fubjeft.  “ In  the  lmall  collection  of  only  nine  cures 
cc  (performed  at  the  tomb  of  Abbe  Paris)  there 
ct  is  not  one  that  poffefles  the  charafterifiics  which 
<e  prove  the  interference  of  divine  power;  not  one 
“ in  which  a diforder  clearly  beyond  the  influence 
cc  of  the  imagination  was  inflantaneoufly  and  per- 
<e  feCtly  removed : nay  more,  not  one  of  any  kind 
<c  in  which  health  and  Arength  were  completely  and 
<c  at  once  reflored; — and  are  not  thefe  facts  which 
<c  I have  now  Aated  deciflve  of  the  difiinction  be- 
<c  tween  the  Gofpel  miracles,  and  thofe  boafled 
<e  wonders  which  have  been  compared  with  them  ? 
<c  Do  they  not  prove  plainly  how  infinitely  difficult  it 
<c  is  to  carry  on  a pretence  to  miracles  in  fuch  a 
<c  manner  as  to  avoid  detection  ? 

cc  But  do  they  not,  it  may  be  objected,  prove  alfo, 
c<  how  eafily  mankind  may  be  impofed  upon,  how 
“ little  human  tefiimony  deferves  to  be  relied  upon, 
<c  when  fuch  multitudes  have  folemnly  given  evidence 
“ to  falflioods?  And  is  not  this  the  only  point  our  ad- 
<c  verfary  undertook  to  prove?  Yes,  certainly ; but  he 
“ has  proved  it  in  cafes  in  which  no  one  entertained 

i 

* Dr.  Adams,  Dr.  Douglas,  bifhop  of  Sarum,  Dr.  Campbell, 
Dr.  F .>  y,  Dr.  Llring'con,  &c.A:c. 
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<c  a doubt  about  it.  That  where  ignorance  and  fu- 
« perdition  have  prevailed;  where  intereft  excites  to 
cc  deceit,  and  power  protects  it  from  detection  where 
“ few  are  willing  to  doubt,  and  where  none  can  with 
“ fafety  enquire;  indances  may  occur  in  which  the 

“ artifices  of  men,  who  took  advantage  of  thefe  cir- 

* 

“ cumftances,  have  fuccefsfully  impofed  upon  the 
« multitude,  needs  not  any  laboured  argument  to 
“ prove.  But  how  is  Chriftianity  affie&ed  by  this? 

If  an  indance  were  produced  in  which  miracles 
“ were  fuccefsfully  pretended  to  among  fuch  a peo- 
cc  pie  as  I have  defcribed,  by  perfons  adverfe  to  their 
“ fuperftitions,  we  then  might  admit  the  objection 
44  to  have  weight. 

<c  Indead,  therefore,  of  the  evidences  of  Chrifli- 
cc  anity  being  weakened  by  the  numerous  hiftories  of 
“ miracles  which  are  boafied  by  the  votaries  of  every 
46  religion,  they  are  in  fa<d  confirmed  by  them.  For 
44  amongd  all  thole  hi  dories,  not  one  can  be  pro- 
44  duced  which  does  not  differ  from  the  narrative  of 
44  the  Gofpels  in  circumdances  of  the  mod  decifive 
44  importance,  in  the  nature  of  the  evidence  by  which 
44  it  is  fupported,  or  of  the  f adds  it  relates.  If,  therc_ 
44  fore,  we  make  experience  the  rule  by  which  wt 
44  judge,  vce  diall  pronounce  without  hefitation  that 
44  fome  caufe  more  than  human  operated  at  the  pro- 
44  mulgation  of  our  religion ; for  what  art  is  capable 
44  of  effe&ing  has  been  in  innumerable  indances  tried, 
44  and  yet  never  have  the  events  which  accompanied 
64  that  promulgation  been  imitated  with  fucccfs. 
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cc  Detected  in  their  infancy,  or  gradually  finking  into 
46  oblivion,  the  counfels  and  the  works  of  men  have 
44  been  brought  to  nought ; whilft  the  failure  of  every 
“ attempt  which  has  been  made  againfl  Chriftianity, 
44  proves  that  they  who  oppofe  it  contend  againfl: 
44  God.,,# 

I have  dwelt  long  on  Mr.  Hume’s  EfTay  concerning 
Miracles,  becaufe  I well  know  the  impreflion  which  it 
makes  on  the  minds  of  young  perfons ; and  recollect 
that  at  an  early  period  of  my  own  life,  it  daggered  for 
a while  my  faith  in  Chriftianity.  Indeed  the  influ- 
ence which  this  pleafing  and  ingenious  writer  has  had 
over  the  opinions  of  mankind,  not  only  on  fubjeftsof 
religion,  but  of  ethics  and  politics,  has  been  extenfive 
in  a very  remarkable  degree.  His  principle  of  utility , 
which  he  makes  the  rule  of  moral  duty,  has  obtained 
almoft  univerfal  currency : firft  as  enforced  by  himfelf ; 
then  as  fan&ioned,  though  on  different  grounds,  by 
Dr.  Paley,  under  the  denomination  of  expediency ; 
and  afterwards  as  enlarged,  and  carried  to  all  its  ex- 
travagant and  injurious  confequences  by  Mr.  Godwin, 
in  his  Enquiry  into  JuJlice. f The  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land bv  Mr.  Hume  is  fo  interefting,  philofophical, 
and  inftru&ive,  that  it  has  nearly  fuperfeded  every 

* See  Ellington’s  Sermons,  p.  341. 

-f-  The  principle  of  general  expediency,  as  the  ftandard  of  mora- 
lity, has  been  admirably  inveftigated  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gifborne, 
M.  A.  whom  I cannot  mention  but  in  terms  of  the  moft  cordial 
efteem,  refpeiSt,  and  friendlhip.  His  work  is  a model  of  contro- 
verfy;  being  at  once  diftinguifhed  for  candour,  liberality,  and  force 
of  argument.  See  Principles  of  Moral  Philofophy,  4th  edit.  179B, 
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other;  and  has  effe&ed  a confiderable  change  in  the 
pubic  mind,  with  refpeft  to  various  conditutional 
points  of  great  importance.  Yet  this  work  has  been 
{hewn  to  abound  in  prejudiced  and  partial  repre- 
fentations,*  It  fydematically  exaggerates  theoppref- 
five  government  of  the  Tudors,  to  extenuate  the 
arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Stuarts.  And  fuch  is  the 
attachment  of  the  author  to  his  political  hypothefis, 
that  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  own  Life,  he  thus  ex- 
preffes  himfelf : tc  I was  fo  little  inclined  to  yield  to 
“ the  fenfelefs  clamour  of  the  Whigs,  that  in  above 
“ a hundred  alterations,  which  farther  dudy,  read- 

ing,  or  reflexion  engaged  me  to  make  in  the  reigns 
<c  of  the  two  firfl  Stuarts,  I have  made  all  of  them 
« invariably  to  the  Tory  fide  ” This  fa<d  marks  a 
pertinacious  adherence  to  his  prepofledlons : for  it 
is  almod  morally  impodible,  actuated  as  he  was  by 
the  fpirit  of  party,  that  all  his  midakes  fliould  have 
been  confined  to  one  fide  of  a difputed  quedion  ; or 
have  proved  uniformly  unjud  to  the  caufe  he  fo 
warmly  efpoufed. 

The  maxim  of  Cicero,  cc  quis  nefeit  primam  effe 
cc  hi/loria  legem , ne  quid  falfi  dicere  audeat , dc'mde 
^ ne  quid  v,ri  non  audeat is  applicable  to  the 
polemic  no  lefs  than  to  the  hidorian.  But  in  the 
invedigation  or  delivery  of  religious  truth,  though  we 
ought  to  dived  ourfelves  as  much  as  podible  of  every 
prepolfedlon,  it  is  furely  a reafonable  deference  to  the 

* See  Towers’s  Remarks  on  Hume’s  Hiftory 
f Cicero  dc  Oratore,  lib.  ii. 
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judgment  of  the  public,  concerning  any  opinion  or 
doctrine,  that  we  fliould  firll  examine  with  fairnefs 
and  attention  the  arguments  in  its  defence,  before  we 
fet  ourfelves  in  hodile  oppofition  to  it,  or  openly  and 
boldly  declare  our  full  conviction  of  its  falfhood.* 
The  fincere  lover  of  truth  will  purfue  it  with  diligence, 
fteadinefs,  impartiality,  and  zeal  tempered  with  mo- 
deration. He  will  adopt  it  with  modefty,  with 
a due  fenfe  of  the  imperfection  of  his  own  judgment, 
and  with  unfeigned  candour  towards  thofe  who 
differ  from  him.  He  will  communicate  it  without 
arrogance,  and  with  that  fuavity  which  an  earned 
defire  to  infure  its  favourable  reception  ought  to 
dictate;  whilff  at  the  fame  time  he  will  maintain  it 
with  all  the  firmnefs  which  fincere  belief  infpires  and 
judifies.  Bsfhop  Hoadley,  in  his  Life  of  Dr.  Clarke, 
when  he  recites  the  difpute  which  fubufted  between 
that  excellent  divine  and  Dr.  Waterland,  on  the 
fubject  of  the  Trinity,  juft  fy  obferves,  44  that  fince  men 
of  fuch  thought  and  fuch  learning  have  (hewn  the 
44  world,  in  their  example,  how  widely  the  molt  honed 
44  enquirers  after  truth  may  differ  upon  fuch  fubjetf  s ; 
H h Ihould,  methinks,  abate  our  mutual  cenfures,  and 
44  a little  take  off  from  our  pofitivenefs  about  the  ne- 
44  cefhty  of  explaining  in  this  or  that  one  determinate 
44  fenfe  the  ancient  paffages  relating  to  points  of  fo 
44  fublime  a nature.”!  The  acrimony  manifeded 
concerning  fubjcffs  of  more  direCt  importance  to  the 

* Sec  the  Author’s  Moral  and  Literary  DifTertations 
f See  Biihop  Iloadky’s  Account  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Clarke,  p.  zC. 
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virtue  and  happinefs  of  mankind  would  be  greatly 
mollified,  were  we  to  conlider  that  the  Deity  equally 
fuperintends  the  moral,  intellectual,  and  phyfical 
world;  and  that  He  uniformly  educes  good  from  evil 
through  the  whole  extent  of  his  wife  and  benevolent 
adminiftration.  We  fhould  thus  learn  to  view  error, 
not  indeed  with  indifference,  but  without  malignity, 
as  being  the  neceffary  precurfor  of  truth.  Lord 
Verulam  has  obferved,  “ that  even  the  fchool  which 
“ is  moft  accufed  of  atheifm,  doth  mod  demonflrate 
44  religion;  that  is  the  fchool  of  Leucippus,  and 
44  Democritus,  and  Epicurus. **  Infidelity  itfelf  we 
might  thus  regard  as  capable  of  becoming  ultimately 
the  handmaid  to  Chriftianity,  according  to  the  opi- 
nion of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  by  extinguifhing  the  fpirit 
of  fuperflition  and  perfecution,  and  furnifhing  the 
means  of  re-eflablilhing  the  Gofpel  inflitution  in  its 
original  beauty,  iimplicity,  and  purity.* 

If  you  engage  in  theological  controverfy,  I trull 
you  will  never  arrogate  even  the  appearance  of  a claim 
to  prefide  over  confidence,  however  erroneous  it  may 
be;  or  aiTume  any  authority  in  fipiritual  matters,  but 
what  arifies  from  the  perfuafive  influence  of  fuperior 
reafon.  A clergyman  has  peculiar  motives  to  fet  a 
guard  upon  his  prejudices  and  his  paflions : for  having 
Ifrong  profeflional  interefls  and  obligations,  he  is  not 
only  liable  to  be  biafled,  but  unavoidably  fubjefled  to 

■*  This  obfervation  of  Sir  I.  Newton  was  made  to  Dr.  Samuel 
Clarke,  and  communicated  to  him  by  Mr.  Whillon,  who  has  related 
it  in  his  Eflay  on  the  Revelations,  p.  23I)  i'ccondedit. 
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the  fufpicion  of  being  governed  by  them.  It  behoves 
him,  therefore,  to  provoke  no  man  to  wrath  by  his 
mode  of  deputation;  but  to  conciliate  good-will,  by 
difplaying  the  benignity  and  gentlenefs  of  Chriftian 
toleration.  I (hall  conclude  with  the  fage  remarks 
of  Lord  Verulam:  4 4 Men  ought  to  take  heed  of 
44  rending  God’s  church  by  two  kinds  of  controver- 
44  lies : the  one  is,  when  the  matter  of  the  point  con- 
44  troverted  is  too  fmall  and  light,  not  worth  the  heat 
44  and  flrife  about  it,  kindled  only  by  con  tradition ; 
46  the  other  is,  when  the  matter  of  the  point  contro- 
46  verted  is  great,  but  is  driven  to  an  over-great  fub- 
44  tilty  and  obfcurity,  fo  that  it  becometh  a thing 
44  rather  ingenious  than  fubftantial.  A man  that  is 
44  of  judgment  and  underftanding  iliall  fometimes  hear 
44  ignorant  men  differ,  and  know  well  within  himfelf 
44  that  thofe  which  fo  differ  mean  one  thing,  and  yet 
44  they  themfelves  would  never  agree.  And  if  it  fo 
44  come  to  pafs,  in  that  diftance  of  judgment  which  is 
44  between  man  and  man;  {hall  we  not  think  that  God 
44  above,  that  knows  the  heart,  doth  not  difeern  that 
44  frail  men  in  fome  of  their. contradictions  intend  the 
44  fame  thing,  and  accepteth  of  both  ?”* 

COMMUNICATION  TO  THE  SAME. 

Particular  Providence. — Prayer. 

Tha’  I1  your  late  illnefs  has  increafed  yourconv’fHoi* 
of  a governing  Providence,  is  the  falutary  and  natural 
influence  of  fuch  difpenfations.  They  excite  our 

* See  Bacon’s  Effay  on  Unity  in  Religion. 
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ferious  attention;  they  evince  our  entire  dependence 
upon  God;  they  call  forth  latent  principles  of  duty 
and  refignation;  and  they  infpire  us  with  cordial 
gratitude  for  bleflings  we  formerly  overlooked,  and 
for  the  removal  of  evils,  the  preflure  of  which  we 
have  been  taught  to  feel  from  painful  experience.  In 
luch  operations,  however,  we  ought  not  to  prefume 
that  there  is  any  partial  interpofition  of  the  Deity  in 
our  favour  : it  is  a fufficient  privilege  and  comfort, 
that  we  are  each  of  us  the  objeCts  of  his  guardian 
care  and  unceafing  protection;  that  He  loves  and 
pities  us  as  a father  loves  and  pities  his  children ; and 
that  it  accords  perfectly  with  the  general  conflitution 
of  things  to  educe  health  from  ficknefs,  and  moral 
benefit  from  corporeal  fufferings. 

I am  doubtful,  but  would  exprefs  my  doubts  with 
reverence  and  humility,  whether  on  any  occafion  it 
can  be  fuppofed,  that  God  fufpends  or  changes  that 
order,  which  his  fovereign  power  and  unerring  wis- 
dom have  eftablifhed  in  his  creation.  Yet  as  moral 
and  natural  caufes  reciprocally  influence  each  other, 
it  may  be  conformable  to  this  order  that  the  former 
(liould  be  adapted  to  the  latter,  fo  as  to  produce  by 
their  combination  thofe  great  and  important  events, 
which  many  writers  have  denominated  particular  pro- 
vidences. Thus,  when  the  Prince  of  Orange  efcaped 
King  James’s  fleet,  and  landed  his  troops  in  England, 
by  a fudden  and  favourable  change  of  the  wind,  the 
change,  I conceive,  todk  place  according  to  the  ufual 
eourfe  of  nature;  but  that  the  revolution  to  be  ac- 
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cotnplidied  was  included  in  thefcheme  of  divine  admi- 
n ill  rat  ion,  and  every  agent  employed  in  it  executed  his 
province  in  the  mode  and  precifely  in  the  time  known 
to  the  Deity  to  coincide  with  the  variations  produced 
by  the  ordinary  operations  of  nature,  in  the  motions  of 
the  atmofphere.  Nor  does  this  explanation  involve 
in  it  the  do&rine  of  fatalifm:  for  the  prefcience  of  the 
Deity  has  no  more  influence  over  the  operations  of 
the  human  mind,  than  our  knowledge  of  the  uniform 
laws  of  nature  affects  the  divine  direction  of  the 
motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  or  the  flux  and  reflux 
of  the  tides.  The  knowledge  of  what  is  to  come, 
abftra&edly  conlidered,  is  as  devoid  of  energy  as  that 
of  the  events  that  are  pad.* 

But  particular  changes  in  the  date  of  things  may, 
according  to  the  immutable  laws  of  God,  be  the 
refult  of  concomitant  changes.  A fick  man  labouring 
under  pain  of  the  head,  oppreflion  of  the  pracordia, 
and  all  the  anxieties  of  hypochondriacifm,  may,  by  a 
vigorous  and  virtuous  effort  of  his  mind,  evinced 
perhaps  by  fome  pious  expredion  or  ejaculation,  derive 
almod  indantaneous  alleviation  of  his  fufferings ; for 
the  date  of  the  nervous  fydem  often  undergoes  hid- 
den changes  from  mental  impreflions.  Under  fuch 

* “ The  knowledge  of  God,”  lays  Archbifhop  King,  “is  very 
“ different  from  the  knowledge  of  man,  which  implies  fucceJJio?jy 
“ and  feeing  objects  one  after  another:  but  the  cxiflencc  of  the  at- 
u tributes  of the  Deity  can  have  no  relation  to  time  ; for  all  things, 
64  paft,  prelent,  and  to  come,  are  all  at  once  prei'ent  to  the  Divine 
“ Mind.” 

“ He  fills  his  own  eternal  now  ; 

“ And  fees  our  ages  wake,”  Watts. 
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circum (lances  the  happy  patient  will  exult  in  the 
goodnefs  of  his  God,  who  has  thus  kindly  liftened 
to  the  fervour  of  his  prayers.  And  he  may  juftly 
indulge  his  gratitude;  for  it  is  to  the  goodnefs  of 
God  that  we  are  indebted  for  a conftitution  fo  fa- 
vourable to  our  improvement  in  that  virtue,  which 
is  eflential  to  true  felicity.  In  this  fenfe  we  may 
properly  explain  thofe  aflurances  in  fcripture,  “ AJk , 
6t  and  it  J hall  be  given  ; feck,  and  you  Jhall  find  ; 
“ knock , and  it  Jhail  be  opened  unto  you.9' 

There  are  few  perfons,  fufficiently  advanced  in 
years,  who  have  not  experienced  efcapes  from  immi- 
nent danger,  and  converfions  of  great  apparent  evils 
into  unexpected  good.  I (hall  briefly  mention  two 
occurrences  of  this  nature  in  my  own  life,  which  now 
prefen  t them  fe  Ives  to  my  recoiled  ion.  Some  time 
ago  I had  a profeflional  vifit  to  make  to  a lady,  who 
refided  a few  miles  from  Manchefler.  I called  upon 
a medical  friend,  who  was  to  accompany  me.  Juft 
as  he  was  ftepping  into  my  carriage,  a gentleman 
accotledhim,  and  detained  him  in  converfation  about 
two  minutes.  We  then  proceeded ; and  on  ap- 
proaching the  bridge  which  had  been  recently  erecled 
over  the  river  Irwell,  we  heard  a dreadful  craih,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  fall  of  the  central  arch.  Had  we 
not  been  interrupted  in  our  courfe,  by  the  feemingly 
cafual  circumflance  of  my  companion’s  converfation 
with  the  gentleman  who  accofted  him,  we  fliould  pro- 
bably have  reached  the  bridge,  and  been  buried  in 
its  ruins.  This  was,  doubtlefs,  an  occaflon  for  warm 
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emotions  of  gratitude  to  Heaven;  but  it  would  be  pre- 
emption to  afcribe  the  event  to  a particular  Provi- 
dence, or  Divine  interpofition. 1 was  fitting,  when 

a boy,  on  the  margin  of  a very  deep  pond,  engaged 
in  filhing.  By  the  aft  of  pulling  out  my  watch  I 
loft  my  balance ; and  the  (tool  on  which  I was  placed 
having  only  three  legs,  I was  precipitated  headlong 
into  the  pond.  How  I efcaped  from  drowning  is 
inexplicable;  for  I could  not  then  fwim,  and  had  no 
aftiftance.  But  the  effect  of  the  accident  was  highly 
lalutary;  for  it  was  fucceeded  by  a fevere  bilious 
vomiting,  which  cured  me  of  a hectic  fever  and 
• marafmus , likely  to  prove  fatal  to  me.  In  both  thefe 
cafes  the  order  of  nature  remained  unchanged,  and 
elfecls  followed  invariably  their  precife  caufes;  yet 
the  order  itfelf  was  to  me  benign  and  merciful,  and 

the  proper  ground  of  .thankfulnefs  and  praife. In 

- the  conclufion  which  my  much-refpe&ed  friend  Dr. 
Beattie  draws  from  the  following  extraordinary  fact, 
I cannot  acquiefce.  <s  As  a gentleman  was  walking 
<c  acrofs  the  Dee,  a few  miles  from  Aberdeen,  when 
tc  it  wras  frozen,  the  ice  gave  way  in  the  middle  of 
c<  the  river,  and  down  he  funk;  but  kept  himfelf 
cc  from  being  carried  awTay  in  the  current,  by  grafp- 
cc  ing  his  gun  which  had  fallen  athwart  the  opening, 
“ A dog,  who  attended  him,  after  many  fruitlefs  at- 
<c  tempts  to  refcue  his  mailer,  ran  to  a neighbouring 
<c  village,  and  took  hold  of  the  coat  of  the  firft  perfon 
<£  he  met.  The  man  was  alarmed,  and  would  have 
<c  difengaged  himfelf : but  the  dog  regarded  him  with 
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“ a look  fo  kind  and  fo  lignificant,  and  endeavoured 
“ to  pull  him  along  with  lb  gentle  a violence,  that  he 
*c  began  to  think  there  might  be  fomething  extraor- 
“ dinary  in  the  cafe,  and  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  con- 
“ dueled  by  the  animal;  who  brought  him  to  his 
“ matter  in  time  to  fave  his  life.  Was  there  not 
here  both  memory  and  recolle&ion,  guided  by 
u experience,  and  by  what  in  a human  creature  we 
<c  fhould  not  fcruple  to  call  good  fenfe?  No:  rather 
st  let  us  fay  that  here  was  an  interpofition  of  Heaven  ; 
64  who,  having  thought  fit  to  employ  the  animal  as 
“ an  inflmment  of  this  deliverance,  was  pleafed  to 
4C  qualify  him  for  it  by  a fupernatural  impulfe.  Here 
64  certainly  was  an  event  fo  uncommon,  that  from 
45  the  known  qualities  of  a dog  no  perfon  would  have 
44  expected  it;  and  I know  not  whether  this  animal 
£c  ever  gave  proof  of  extraordinary  fagacity  in  any 
54  other  indance.  N.  B.  The  perfon  thus  preferved, 
44  whofe  name  was  Irvine,  died  about  the  year  1778. 
44  His  dory  has  been  much  talked  of  in  the  neigh- 
44  bourhood.  I give  it  as  it  was  told  by  lumfelf  to  a 
44  relation  of  his,  a gentleman  of  honour  and  learn* 
44  ing,  and  my  particular  friend;  from  whom  I had  it, 
44  and  who  read  and  approved  of  this  account  before 
44  it  went  to  prefs.”* 

That  in  this  narrative  there  may  fubfitt  feme  fallacy, 
iiotwithftanding  the  care  taken  to  fubftantiate  all  the 
circumftances  of  it,  many  wall  fuppofe,  who  know 
how  ttrongly  the  love  pf  the  marvellous  as  impreffed 

* See  Beattie’s  Diflertations  Moral  and  Critical,  p*  63,  4to- 
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on  the  human  mind.  But  allowing  the  whole  rela- 
tion to  be  true,  I fhould  fay  with  the  poetj  (hall  we 

<c  •* Of  God  as  of  each  other  deem, 

“ Or  his  invariable  adts  deduce 
“ From  fudden  counfels  tranfient  as  our  own : 

“ Nor  farther  of  his  bounty,  than  the  event 
“'Which  haply  meets  our  loud  and  eager  prayer, 

“ Acknowledge;  nor,  beyond  the  drop  minute 
“ Which  haply  we  have  tailed,  heed  the  lource 
“ That  flows  for  all,  the  fountain  of  his  love  ?”* 

Such  were  the  fentiments  which  I entertained  con- 
cerning a particular  Providence , when  the  foregoing 
communication  was  tranfmitted  (in  1793)  to  my  fon 
at  St.  Peterfburgh.  But  on  a careful  revifion  of 
what  was  then  advanced,  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
my  view's  of  this  important  docfrine  wrere  too  limited 
to  be  flriCtly  confonant  either  to  the  hiftorical  facts, 
or  the  reprefentations  and  injunctions  relative  to 
prayer  contained  in  the  facred  fcriptures.  And  if  w^e 
admit  the  truth  of  revelation,  the  evidence  w'hich  it 
delivers  of  th ef pedal  interpofition  of  God  in  the  phy- 
fical  and  moral  government  of  the  world,  mull  be 
deemed  decifive.  Inftead  therefore  of  involving  our- 
felves  in  the  mazes  of  metaphyfical  fubtilty,  let  us 
direct  our  attention  to  the  foundation  of  that  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Deity,  wdiich  is  at  once  the  moft  in- 
tereiling  duty  and  the  nobleft  privilege  of  our  nature. 

We  are  taught,  that  he  who  cometh  to  God  mufl 
believe  that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  a rewar dcr  of  the?n 
who  diligently  feek  him : that  in  Him  we  live , and 

* Akenlide’s  Pleafures  of  Imagination,  book  ii.  new  part,  1.  21 5. 
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move,  and  have  our  being  : that  as  a father  pitieth  his 
children  ,fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him  : that 
if  we,  being  evil , know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  our 
children , how  much  more  foal l our  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  give  good  things  to  them  that  af  him . For 
this  thing , fays  St.  Paul,  I befought  the  Lord  thrice 
that  it  might  depart  from  me  : and  our  Saviour  is  re- 
corded to  have  prayed  the  third  time,  faying  the  fame 
words,  0!  my  Father,  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup 
pafs  from  me:  ncverthelefs , not  as  I will,  but  as  thou 
wilt.  Indeed  the  form  of  devotion  which  Christ 
recommended  to  his  difciples,  affords  the  cleared: 
proof  that  he  regarded  prayer  as  an  acceptable  and 
efficacious  aft.  Nor  is  this  fuppofition  inconfiffent 
with  that  immutability  of  the  divine  attributes,  which 
is  effential  to  their  nature  and  perfection.  The  wis- 
dom, benevolence,  and  juftice  of  the  Deity  are  the 
fame  yefterday , to-day , and  for  ever . But  this  un- 
chan geablenefs  implies  that  in  their  exercifethey  are 
always  accommodated  to  the  pureft  re&itude,  and  to 
the  greateft  fum  of  felicity  : and  thus  a providence 
is  eftabliffied,  which  diferiminates  between  the  virtu- 
ous and  the  vicious;  which  adapts  the  propeielt 
means  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  belt  ends,  and 
regulates  all  things  fo  as  to  work  together  for  the 
higheft  good.  To  this  fuperintending  direction  a 
pious  Chriftian  will  look  up,  with  humble  confidence, 
for  eafe  under  fuffering,  for  protection  in  danger,  and 
confolation  in  forrow.  If  prayer  were  not  enjoined 
as  a duty,  he  would  inftinCtively  perform  it  as  a refuge 
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for  human  infirmity : and  he  may  reafonably  pic. 
iume  that  fucli  filial  dependence  will  be  indulgently 
accepted  by  his  heavenly  Father,  who  in  his  divine 
adminifiration  is  chara&erized  as  being  ever  ready  ta 
bind  up  the  broken  in  heart , to  heal  the  wounded  fpirit% 
and  to  give  good  gifts  to  them  that  worthily  afk  him ♦ 

COMMUNICATIONS  TO  THE  SAME. 

Education , Public  and  Private, 

I Regret  our  difference  of  opinion  on  the  fubjecl  of 
education,  but  am  happy  to  find  you  fo  fleadily  and 
affectionately  inierefted  in  the  tuition  of  your  two 
younger  brothers.  In  your  cafe  formerly,  (and  theirs 
is  now  nearly  the  fame,)  I am  perfuaded  that  a large 
public  fchool  would  have  proved  injurious  to  your 
health,  happinefs,  and  improvement.  It  becomes 
you  therefore  to  appreciate  duly  the  benefits  you 
enjoyed  in  thofe  feveral  points,  from  the  inllruciions 
of  a mailer  peculiarly  gifted  with  a knowledge  of  the 
juvenile  clmracler;  mild  and  affectionate  in  his  man- 
ners, yet  firm  and  fteady  in  his  conduft,  and  more 
than  ordinarily  fkilful  in  exercifing  and  varying  the 
direction  of  the  mental  powers.  Your  companions, 
alfo,  were  thofe  who  were  likely  in  future  to  enter 
with  you  into  the  active  feenes  of  life;  whofe  interefls 
and  purfaits  were  to  be  connected  with  your  own, 
and  with  w horn  it  was,  confequently,  of  the^moll 
importance  to  form  early  habitudes  of  familiarity  and 
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friendfhip.  They  were  in  number  fufHcient  for  all 
the  purpofes  of  emulation  and  competition,  of  pas- 
time and  agility:  and  it  fortunately  happened  that 
they  were  in  general  boys  of  vivacity,  genius,  and 
good  difpofitions.  You  will  permit  me,  I trull,  to 
add,  what  in  the  retrofpect  will  ever  afford  me 
confcious  fatisfaffion,  that  with  (cholaitic  tuition,  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  inftru&ion,  a watchful  guatd  over 
all  your  words  and  a&ions,  an  inftant  correction  of 
every  inordinate  palhon,  and  a folicitude  foi  fimpli- 
city,  purity,  and  reCtitude,  in  the  inmoff  receffes  of 
your  heart  were  affiduoufly  combined.  If  you  have 
done  juft  ice,  as  I hope  and  indeed  am  confident  you 
have,  to  the  culture  bellowed  upon  you  in  the  ffage 
of  life  to  which  I refer,  I may  without  preemption 
affert,  that  your  attainments  are  for  fuperior  to  what 
you  would  have  made,  with  your  conflitutionof  mind, 
either  at  Eton  or  Weltminfter.  In  thofe  feminaries 
you  might  have  acquired  certain  exterior  accomplilh- 
nients,  of  which  you  now  perhaps  feel  the  want:  but 
human  worth  is  to,  be  eftimated  by  moial  and  intel- 
lectual endowments,  which  n\ay  fubfift  in  a high  de- 
gree, though  concealed  by  modelty  from  the  notice  o* 
the  world.  You  urge  that  virtue  confilts  in  aftion; 
and  that  whatever  incites  to  aCtion  is  favouiable  to  it. 
Virtue  confilts  in  reCtitude  of  conduct,  flowing  from 
reftitude  cf  principle.  It  is  the  habitual  exertions  of 
a mind  impreffed  with  the  love  of  goodnefs,  confcious 
of  the  force  of  moral  obligation,  and  fitted  for  the 
paffive  no  lefs  than  the  aCtive  duties  of  file.  Y e 
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mud  look  for  it  not  merely  in  external  conduct,  but 
in  the  motives  which  govern  it;  and  efpecially  in  that  ' 
difcipline  of  the  heart,  which  operates  in  fecret  as 
well  as  in  public,  and  forms  the  true  condiment  of 
all  that  is  amiable,  as  well  as  dignified,  in  the  human 
charafter.  Aftions  may  be  ufeful  or  fplendid,  yet 
devoid  of  moral  worth,  becaufe  proceeding  from  fei- 
filhnefs,  pride,  inordinate  ambition,  or  vain-glory. 
In  early  education,  the  drifted  attention  is  required 
to  the  edablidiment  of  right  principles,  which  may 
be  confidered  at  that  period  as  the  elements  of  virtue. 
But  in.  a public  feminary  this  can  form  no  part  of  the  , 
fydem  which  is  regularly  purfued:  and  the  juvenile 
mind  mud  be  left,  in  a great  meafure,  to  its  antece- 
dent propenfities  and  habits ; or  committed  to  the 
cafual  operation  of  fchool  fociety,  in  which  the  for-* 
ward  and  corrupt  poflefs  more  influence  than  the 
modeA  and  the  good- 

“ Now  look  cn  him  \vh  -fe  very  voice  in  tone 
tl  Juft  echoes  thine,  whofe  features  are  thine  own, 

“ And  ftroke  his  polifti’d  cheek,  of  pureft  red, 
tc  And  lay  thine  hand  upon  his  flaxen  head, 

“ And  fav,  my  boy,  th’  unwelcome  hour  is  come, 

“ When  thou,  tranfplanted  from  thy  genial  home,  , 

Muft  find  a colder  foil,  and  bleaker  air, 

“ And  truft  for  fafety  to  a ftranger’s  care; 

“ What  character,  what  turn  thou  wilt  aflume 
“ From  conftant  converfe  with  I know  not  whom; 

, ,e  Who  there  will  court  thy  friendfhip,  with  what  views, 

“ And,  artlefs  as  thou  art,  whom  thou  wilt  choofe; 

“ Though  much  depends  on  what  thy  choice  (hall  be, 

“ Is  all  chance  medley,  and  unknown  to  me. 

“ Can’ll  thou,  the  tear  juft  trembling  on  thy  lids, 

“ And  while  the  dreadful  rifque  forefeen  forbids. 
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it  F,-ec  too,  and  under  no  conftraining  force, 
tt  Unlefs  the  fway  of  cuftom  warp  thy  courfe, 

«<  Lay  Inch  a Hake  upon  the  lofing  tide, 

“ Merely  to  gratify  fo  blind  a guide? 

“ »Tis  not  enough  that  Greek  o;  Roman  page. 

At  Hated  hours,  his  freakifh  thoughts  engage; 

“ E’en  in  his  paHimes  he  requires  a friend 
“ To  warn,  and  teach  him  fafely  to  unbend; 

»*  O’er  all  his  pleafures  gently  to  prefide, 

“ Watch  his  emotions,  and  controul  their  tide; 

“ And,  levying  thus,  and  with  an  eafy  fway, 
te  A tax  of  profit  from  his  very  play, 
f*  T’  imprefs  a value,  not  to  be  eras’d, 

« On  moments  fquander’d  elte,  and  running  all  to  wafie. 

“ And  feems  it  nothing  in  a father’s  eye, 

“ That  unimprov’d  thofe  many  moments  fly? 

“ And  is  he  well  content  his  fon  ihould  find 
“ No  nourifnment  to  feed  his  growing  mind, 

“ But  conjugated  verbs,  and  nouns  declin’d?* 

In  Cowper’s  Tirocinium,  from  which  thefe  lines  are 
extratted,  you  will  find  many  excellent  obfervations 
worthy  of  your  ferious  attention.  I would  recommend 
alfo  to  your  rerperufal  the  admirable  view  which 
our  friend  Dr.  Barnes  has  given,  in  the  Manchefter 
Society’s  Memoirs,  of  the  comparative  arguments  in 
favour  of  public  and  private  education,  f I he  fubjeef 
indeed  is  deeply  interefting,  as  it  involves  not  only 
practical  truth,  but  moral  feelings,  which  have  a direft 
reference  to  you  as  a Ion,  and  to  me  as  a father.  In 
your  prefent  fituatioij,  it  mull  occafionally  fall  to  your 
lot  to  be  confulted  on  the  designation  of  young  men; 

* Cowper’s  Poems,  vol.  ii.  p»  32.5  and  3 37* 
t See  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter,  vol.  ii.  p.  1. 
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and  it  behoves  you  to  be  qualified  to  offer  advice, 
with  a well-grounded  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of 
your  judgment.  The  acquifition  of  health,  flrength, 
knowledge,  virtue,  and  happinefs,  conftitutes  the  pri- 
mary end  of  all  fcholaftic  inffitutions;  and  that  fyftem 
of.difcipline  and  inftru&ion  may  be  regarded  as  the 
bell,  which  moll  completely  enfures  thefe  attainments, 
with  the  fewell  exceptions,  and  in  the  greatell  variety 
of  cafes.  I have  long  confidered  large  public  fchools 
as  lotteries,  furnilhing  feme  dazzling  prizes,  but  at-, 
tended  with  general  lofs.  The  reafon  of  this  feems 
to  be,  that  youths  who  poffels  great  ambition,  united 
with  great  talents,  experience  in  fuch  fchools  very 
powerful  incentives  to  extraordinary  exertions  in  the 
future  profpects  and  dignified  witneffes  which  they 
afford,  circumPtances  depreffmg  to  thofe  of  a different 
turn  of  mind.  Whereas  private  fchools  cherilh  mo- 
derate emulation,  encourage  mediocrity  of  talents, 
and  thus  are  better  fitted  to  exercife  and  improve  the 
general  fcale  of  human  intellect.  I conceive  it  will 
be  found,  that  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  dis- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  different  walks  of  fcience, 
the  largeft  proportion  confiffs  of  thofe  who  have  been 
educated  in  private,  or  the  Iefs  public  feminaries.  I 
could  give  a long  liff  of  names  in  proof  of  this  pofi- 
tion,  but  fir  all  content  myfelf  with  mentioning  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton,  Mr.  Locke,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Pope, 
Dr.  Warburton,  Dr.  Middleton,  Mr.  James  Harris, 
and  the  Lord- Chancellor  Hardwicke.  Grotius,  in  a 
letter  to  Ifaac  Voffius,  ffates  his  fentiments  on  the  edu- 
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cation  of  boys  in  the  following  terms : “ I know,” 
fays  he,  u that  young  perfons  learn  only  when  they 
are  together,  and  that  their  application  is  langu  d 
where  there  is  no  emulation,  1 am  as  little  a friend 
“ to  fchools,  where  the  matter  fcarcely  knows  the 
<£  names  of  his  fcholars;  where  the  number  is  fo  great 
that  he  cannot  diflribute  liis  attention  upon  each 
cc  of  them,  whofe  compofition  requires  a particular 
cc  attention.”  I lhall  conclude  with  a fimilar  obfer- 
vation  of  Dr.  Barnes,  in  the  paper  to  which  I have 
before  referred.  cc  The  middle  plan  Teems  calcu- 
« lated  to  blend,  in  fome  degree,  the  advantages,  and 
« to  divide  the  diladvantages  of  both  the  other.  By* 
61  enlarging  a private  fchool,  fo  as  more  nearly  to 
(6  approach  a public  one,  you  fecure  every  defirable 
v advantage  for  emulation.  And  by  having  no  more 
« pupils  than  can  be  under  the  continual  infpettion 
and  management  of  the  matter,  you  provide  for 
that  peculiar  and  conftant  attention  to  every  indi- 
« vidual,  which  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  his  bed 
<*i  improvement.” 

MAXIMS,  IRONICAL  AND  LUDICROUS.* 

T O be  exempt  from  faults,  deprives  a man  of  the 

merit  of  overcoming  them.  . 

Overlook  your  own  failings;  be  rigid  towards  the 
failings  of  others;  for  it  is  wifer  to  give  indulgence 
to  one  fool  than  to  many. 

* Continued  from  page  75,  part  I. 
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To  be  wifer  to-day  than  yefterday,  is  the  confeiHon 
of  paft  ignorance  or  folly. 

A pure  Area m may  dlfcover  mud  at  the  bottom, 
but  a muddy  ftrcam  conceals  it  from  our  view.  A 
muddy  underftanding,  therefore,  is  better  fitted  than 
a clear  one  for  the  arts  of  life. 

Acquire  the  chara&er  of  a wit,  and  you  may  be 
at  liberty  to  play  the  fool. 

A blockhead  may  tell  the  truth,  but  a man  of 
genius  only  fhould  prefume  to  lie:  for  original  inven- 
tion is  required  in  the  fir  ft  falfeiiood  that  is  uttered, 
and  twenty  inventions  afterwards  to  fupport  it. 

The  boafter  has  the  merit  of  being  laborious ; for  he 
muft  always  take  great  pains  to  appear  what  he  is  not. 

By  the  degree  of  your  vanity  your  underftanding 
will  be  meafured;  for  every  man  has  juft  as  much  of 
the  one  as  he  is  fhort  of  the  other. 

Retire  from  the  a&ive  fcenes  and  duties  of  life, 
anrd  thus  fecure  your  innocence,  even  though  it  be  at 
the  expence  of  your  virtue. 

Half  the  value  of  a fecret  conufts  in  the  honour 
derived  from  the  confidence  repofed  in  you:  hut  of 
what  avail  is  this  honour,  if  it  be  unknown  ?.  Divulge 
a fecret,  therefore,  confidentially , and  you  will  at  once 
receive  and  confer  honour. 

To  do  one  thing,  and  think  of  another;  or  to  do 
two  things  at  once;  may  be  regarded  as  marks  of  a 
fu  peri  or  compafs  of  mind. 

If  you  with  to  blazon  your  virtues,  ftate  them  as 
infirmities  of  your  nature,  and  lament  the  evils  which 
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you  experience  from  your  too-eafy  difpofition,  your 
fcrupulous  honour,  and  old-fafhioned  integrity. 

Homo  fum , humani  nihil  a me  alienum  puto.  This 
maxim  furnifties  an  everlafling  apology  for  meddling 
in  other  men’s  affairs. 

“ Affurne  a virtue,  if  you  have  it  not.” 

Afk  for  every  thing,  that  you  may  get  fomething. 

Learn  the  art  of  fmall  talk,  that  is,  to  utter  words 
without  matter.  It  ferves  the  ignorant  as  a fubftitute 
for  what  they  cannot  fay,  and  men  of  knowledge  for 
what  they  fhould  not  fay. 

He  is  the  mod  agreeable  companion  who  can  beff 
be  talked  to;  not  he  who  can  talk  the  bed.  To  be 
a whetftone  to  the  knowledge  of  others  fhould  be  the 
ambition  of  him  who  is  folicitous  to  pleafe.  For  the 
art  of  pleafing  is  to  make  thofe  with  whom  you  con- 
verfe  pleafed  with  themfelves. 

If  you  would,  raife  doubts  concerning  your  veracity, 
confirm  what  you  fay  by  affeverations. 

It  is  meritorious  to  bear  the  misfortunes  of  a neigh- 
bour with  the  patience  of  a Chriftian ; and  beneficial 
to  Ihew  him  your  fortitude  by  forwardnefs  to  give 
him  advice  and  confolation. 

“ To  err  in  fmall  things  is,  alas ! my  fate. 

“ Note  well  the  anfwer — You’re  exatt  in  great,” 

“ As  proof  that  you  poflefs  much  wit, 

««  Be  very  fhy  of  ufing  it.” 

“ On  every  fubje£t  flill  difpute, 

“ Confute,  change  {ides,  again  confute.’ 
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“ Make  true  and  falfe,  unjuft  and  juft 
“ Of  no  ufe,  but  to  be  difcuft.” 

*f  Oaths  are  but  words,  and  words  but  wind  % 

'*  Too  feeble  inftruments  to  bind.” 

“ Oaths  were  not  purpos’d,  more  than  law. 

To  keep  the  good  and  juft  in  awe.” 

“ Truth  is  all  precious  and  divine, 

<c  'loo  rich  a pearl  for  carnal  fwine.” 

■ 

ce  Honour  is  like  that  glafiy  bubble,  ♦ 

**  That  finds  philofophers  fuch  trouble, 

**  Whole  leaft  part  crack’d,  the  whole  does  fly, 
tc  And  wits  are  crack’d  to  find  out  why.” 

Experience  gives  wifdom;  and  the  indifereet  have 
the  larged  opportunities  of  acquiring  it* 

4t  Heavy  indeed  are  the  taxes  of  the  date:  but  we 
ec  are  all  taxed  twice  as  much  by  our  idlenefs,  three 
66  times  as  much  by  our  pride,  and  four  times  as 
“ much  by  our  folly.” 

Why  fliould  you  fet  a value  on  life,  fince  you 
fquander  time  of  which  it  is  competed? 

66  A deeping  fox  catches  no  poultry.  There  will 
“ be  deeping  enough  in  the  grave,  as  poor  Richard 
“ fays.”  » 

“ Lod  time  is  never  found  again;  and  what  we 
<c  call  time  enough,  always  proves  little  enough.” 

Ci  Lazinefs  travels  fo  dowly,  that  poverty  foon 
<s  overtakes  her.” 

46  He  that  lives  upon  hope  will  die  fading.” 

44  In  the  affairs  of  this  world,  men  are  faved  not 
4<  by  faith,  but  by  the  want  of  it.” 
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We  love  our  prejudices,  fays  an  eloquent  political 
writer,  becaufe  they  are  prejudices:  we  fhould,  there- 
fore, hate  what  reafon  approves,  becaufe  it  is  rational. 

The  proverb  fays,  every  thing  has  two  handles. 
Be  fure  always  to  lay  hold  of  the  one  which  belt  lints 
3'our  prefcnt  purpofe. 

When  your  advice  is  alked  on  any  difficult  ques- 
tion, you  will  acquire  the  chara&er  of  a wife  man,  if 
you  avoid  a direct  anfwer,  and  fhelter  your  ignorance 
under  the  fage  obfervation  of  Sir  Roger  de  Cover]}*, 
“ that  much  may  be  faid  oil  both  fides.” 

If  all  be  well  that  ends  well,  the  event  confecrates 
the  means. 

/ 

Think  twice  before  you  fpeak  once;  that  is,  make 
paufes  in  your  converfation;  ufe  expletives  to  allow 
time  for  reflection;  knit  your  brows,  and  afliime  the 
air  of  pondering;  then  utter  your  wife  faw,  and  you 
will  pais  in  the  world  for  a Solomon. 

Never  give  the  reafon  why,  when  you  exprefs  your 
preference  or  averflon — 

“ I do  not  like  you,  Doctor  Fell, 

“ The  reafon  why  I cannot  tell  j 
“ But  this  I know  full  well,' 

“ .1  do  not  like  you,  Doftor  Fell.?> 

Major  eji  ille  qui  judicium  abjlulit , qitam  qul  meruit . 
From  this  maxim  of  Quintilian  we  may  infer,  that  it 
is  the  glory  of  the  orator,  the  advocate,  the  preacher, 
and  the  free-thinker,  to  perplex  the  truth,  and  to  dis- 
play his  ikill  in  making  the  worfe  appear  the  better 
reafon. 
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Since  the  union  of  divinity  and  humanity  is  alleged 
to  be  the  great  article  of  our  religion,  it  is  odd,  lays 
Dean  Swift,  to  fee  f me  clergymen,  when  they  write 
of  divinity,  totally  devoid  of  humanity. 

“ C.hurch-yards  are  dormitories  of  the  dead,  and 
44  churches  are  often  dormitories  of  the  living. ” 

PIETY  THE  CONSUMMATION  OF  MORALITY. 

jdlND  when  all  things  Jhall  be  fubdued  unto  him , 
then  Jhall  the  Son  alfo  be  fubjecl  unto  him  that  put  all 
things  under  him , that  God  mat  be  all  in  all. — - 

O J 9 

i Cor.  xv.  28.  Thefe  words  afford  an  awful  and 
fublime  view  of  the  final  confummation  of  all  things : 
and  though  no  language,  however  energetic  or  dig- 
nified, can  give  us  adequate  conceptions  of  the  coun- 
fels  of  the  Almighty;  yet  the  great  fcheme  of 
divine  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  we  are  affured  by  the 
infpired  Apoflle,  is  carrying  on  with  a fteady  and 
uniform  progrefs.  The  end  cometh  when  the  kingdom 
Jhall  be  delivered  up  to  the  Father , and  all  rule , and 
all  authority , and  power  Jloall  be  put  down ; that  God 
may  be  all  in  all.  It  is  the  privilege  and  the  glory  of 
our  nature,  that  we  are  formed  with  capacities  for 
the  knowledge,  and  love  of  its  great  and  benevolent 
Author.  Limited  as  this  knowledge  and  love  may 
be,  in  the  prefent  infancy  of  our  exigence,  the  uni- 
verful  and  fpiritual  dominion  of  God,  which  St.  Paul 
hath  announced,  implies  their  future  exaltation;  and 
that  in  the  exercife  and  improvement  of  our  Intel- 
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leftual  and  moral  faculties,  we  fliall  ever  be  ap- 
proaching to,  though  ever  infinitely  diftant  from,  the 
Fountain  of  all  excellence.  To  co-operate  with  di- 
vine wifdom  and  power,  and  to  accelerate  the  com- 
plete fubjeXion  of  our  fouls  to  the  government  of 
^od,  conAitutes  our  duty  and  our  liighefh  intereA. 
The  duty  eifters  into  every  relation  which  we  fuAain 
in  the  prefent  life ; and  will  be  our  fupreme  and 
everlaAing  good  in  that  which  is  to  come.  Permit 
me,  therefore,  to  ca.ll  your  ferious  attention  to  this 
momentous  fubjeX;  that  we  may  trace  the  divinity 
within  us,  and  difcover  our  intimate  union  with  him, 
in  all  the  moral  dependencies  and  connexions  of  our 
nature.  Morality  is  the  government,  culture,  and 
right  direXion  of  the  faculties,  paflions,  and  affeXions 
of  the  human  mind.  That  God  may  be  all  in  all , He 
muff  become  their  primary  objeX;  and  I fliall  en- 
deavour to  fliew  that  piety  is  the  confummation  of 
morality,  by  confidering, 

i A,  Its  connexion  with,  and  influence  on,  fa- 
cial; and, 

2d  ty,  On  die  perfonal  virtues  of  mankind. 

When  the  Pharifee  tempted  our  Saviour,  inquiring 
of  him,  Which  is  the  great  commandment  in  the  law? 
Jesus  faid  unto  him , thou  Jloalt  love  the  Lord  toy 
God , with  all  thy  heart , and  with  all  thy  foul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  firjl  and  great  com- 
mandment. And  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it.  Thoujhalt 
love  thy  neighbour  as  thy f elf.  We  have  here  the  au- 
thority of  our  divine  Mafler,  for  the  AriX  coincidence 
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of  the  love  of  man  with  the  love  of  God.  And  if 
we  view  the  Deity  as  the  parent  of  ourfelves,  and  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  world,  and  feel  towards 
Him  filial  veneration  and  attachment ; we  are  necefla- 
rily  incited  to  regard  the  whole  human  race  as  bre- 
thren, to  cherifh  benevolence  towards  them,  and  to 
co-operate  with  our  common  Father  in  the  exercife 
of  beneficence  and  good-will.  Piety  thus  forms  the 
conflituent  of  all  the  generous  and  tender  charities  of 
the  human  heart.  It  moves  us  to  mourn  with  thofe 
that  mourn , and  to  rejoice  with  thofe  that  rejoice . It 
fufpends  anger,  mollifies  refentment,  and  difpofes  to 
complete  forgivenefs.  Awfully  lenfible  of  the  great  - 
nefs  and  of  the  perfection  of  the  Deity,  and  of  our 
own  imbecility  and  guilt,  we  look  up  to  Him  for  ten- 
dernefs  towards  our  infirmity,  and  for  the  pardon  of 
our  fins.  And  as  our  fellow  creatures  are  in  circum- 
ilances  precifely  fimilar,  we  intuitively  deduce,  from 
fuch  reflection,  the  obligation  of  indulgence  to  them, 
and  the  duties  of  forbearance  and  long-fuffering : 
and  thus  we  fupplicate  the  Father  of  all  to  forgive 
us  our  trefpaffes , as  we  forgive  his  children , and  our 
brethren , their  trej'pafes  againjl  us. 

When  we  contemplate  in  the  Deity  the  fublime 
attribute  of  justice,  as  difplayed  towards  all  the 
fubjeCts  of  his  government,  we  derive,  from  this  con- 
fideration,  the  cleared:  knowledge  of  its  nature  and 
univerfality,  the  pureft  regard  to  it,  and  the  ftrongefl 
conviCtion  of  its  moral  obligation.  To  render  to 
every  one  his  due,  is  the  law  of  judice,  fimple  in 
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its  import,  equally  binding  on  all,  and  without  limi- 
tation, either  of  time  or  place.  The  providence  of 
God  is  one  uniform  difplay  of  it ; and  though  his 
ways  are  not  our  ways , nor  his  thoughts  our  thoughts , 
fo  that  we  cannot  always  trace  the  abfolute  equity  of 
his  adminiftrations ; yet  we  are  allured,  both  from 
reafon  and fcripture,  that  the  Lord  is  righteous  in  all 
his  ways , and  holy  in  all  his  works.  Impreffed  with 
this  convi&ion,  and  elevated  in  our  views  of  the 
divine  attribute  of  juftice,  a fuperiority  is  formed  to 
every  temptation  to  fraud,  perfidy,  extortion,  and 
violence.  Magiftrates  will  be,  without  partiality,  a 
terror  to  evil  doers , and  a praife  and  proteftion  to 
them  that  do  well.  Mahers  will  impole  no  unne- 
ceffary  burthens  on  their  fervants,  and  give  unto  them 
the  retribution  which  is  due:  and  fervants  will  honour 
and  obey  their  mailers,  not  with  eye-fervice , hut  in 
finglenefs  of  heart , with  good-will , doing  fervice  as 
to  the  Lord , and  not  to  man.  In  commerce,  the  evan- 
gelical rule  will  be  ftri&ly  obfervedj  and  men  in  all 
their  dealings  will  do  unto  others,  as  they  would  that 
others  fhould  do  unto  them.  Even  towards  the 
brute  creation  the  juftice  of  the  divine  government, 
when  deeply  imprefted  upon  our  minds,  will  power- 
fully and  fteadily  influence  our  conduct.  We  lhall 
regard  them  as  nature’s  commoners,  and  thus  hold- 
ing a facred  title  to  the  common  gifts  of  heaven.  We 
lhall  treat  them  neither  with  caprice  nor  cruelty;  we 
(hall  ufe  without  abufing  them ; and  we  lhall  feed 
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fuch  as  have  been  domeflicated  for  our  benefit  with 
food  convenient  for  them  ; remembering  the  injunc- 
tion of  God  himfelf,  Thou  fa  alt  not  muzzle  the  ox 
when  he  treadeth  out  the  corn. 

But  Goodness  is  that  attribute  of  the  Deity, 
which  particularly  excites  our  love.  All  the  order 
and  harmony  that  we  behold  in  the  creation  ; all  the 
felicity  of  the  various  ranks  of  beings  in  the  univerfe; 
and  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  which  we  our- 
felves  enjoy;  are  the  gifts  of  his  bounty.  In  the 
' contemplation  of  fuch  extenfive  beneficence,  we  fym- 
pathize  and  exult  with  all  animated  nature;  and  our 
minds  glow  with  devout  gratitude  for  our  ample 
participation  in  fuch  diffufive  liberality.  When  the 
heart  is  in  this  facred  frame,  the  apoflolical  predi&ion 
is  fulfilled,  and  God  in  us  is  all  in  all . Pride,  envy, 
malice,  and  revenge  cannot  fubfift  under  fuch  divine 
influences;  and  all  the  fympathetic  affections  will 
expand  and  flourifh  in  full  vigour.  It  is  a law  of 
the  human  conflitution,  that  by  meditating  upon  we 
love,  and  by  loving  we  afilmilate  excellence  to  our 
own  nature.  This  may  in  fome  refpeCts  be  true, 
even  when  applied  to  thofe  moral  attributes  of  God, 
which  are  leafl  the  objects  of  imitation.  And  when 
we  view  Him  as  a Being  without  variablenefs  or  Jhadow 
of  turnings  the  divine  immutability  prompts  toflea- 
dinefs  in  our  religious  purpofes,  and  to  perfeverance  in 
the  practice  of  every  duty.  The  spirituality  of 
God,  in  like  manner,  impels  us  to  offer  to  Him,  not 
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the  incenfe  of  the  lips,  but  of  the  heart;  to  devote 
our  whole  fouls  to  Him  ; and  to  worfnip  the  Father 
of  Spirits  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 

The  limits  prefcribed  to  a difcourfe  from  the  pul- 
pit will  not  permit  me  to  expatiate  on  thefe  indruc- 
tive  and  facred  topics ; and  I mud  fatisfy  myfelf  with 
having  thus  briefly  fuggefted  them  to  your  confider- 
ation.  I (hall  therefore  proceed  to  the  fecond  head, 
deduced  from  my  text,  viz. 

That  the  complete  fpiritual  dominion  of  God  in- 
volves in  it  the  perfection  of  all  our  perfonal  endow- 
ments and  virtues.  He  that  cometh  to  God  mujl  firjt 
believe  that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  feek  Him . But  faith  implies  know- 
ledge, and  the  great  fources  of  knowledge  are  the 
works  and  the  word  of  God.  The  fludy  of  thefe, 
therefore,  is  indifpenfably  conne&ed  with  genuine 
piety.  On  every  part  of  nature  the  chara&er  of 
the  Deity  is  deeply  infcribed.  If  we  look  into  otir- 
felves,  it  will  be  found  that  we  are  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made;  and  if  we  contemplate  the  world 
around  us,  we  {hall  behold  on  all  fides  the  mod 
{hiking  manifedations  of  wifdom,  power,  and  good- 
nefs.  Every  new  difcovery  opens  farther  views;  and 
the  acquifitions  which  we  thus  make  to  our  dock  of 
fcience  are  unbounded,  becaufe  confiding  of  truths 
multiplied  in  their  relations,  and  capable  of  abdrac- 
tion,  divifion,  and  compolition,  to  an  indefinite  extent. 
The  links  of  this  vad  chain  terminate  in  God;  and 
he  who  is  bed  qualified  to  trace  them  through  all 
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their  dependencies,  will  moil  devoutly  adore  that 
Being,  who  is  the  Caufe  of  caufes,  the firfl  and  the 
loft,  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  univerfe.  , The 
holy  fcriptures  fpeak  the  fame  language  as  the  book 
of  nature ; and  in  terms  which,  though  they  exalt 
our  conceptions,  are  yet  clear  and  intelligible  to  the 
hu  mb  left  and  leak  cultivated  minds.  By  the  word  of 
the  L ord  were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hoft  of 
them  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth . The  heavens  declare 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament  fieweth  his  handy- 
work . Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  ways , L ord  G on 
Almighty!  Thou  art  worthy  to  receive  glory,  honour , 
and  power;  for  thou  haft  created  all  things,  and  for 
thy  pleaftre  they  are  and  were  created. 

A rational  faith  in  God  is  pious  trud  and  confi- 
dence in  his  divine  providence,  rdignation  to  Ills' 
will,  and  fortitude  in  the  performance  of  duty.  He, 
who  is  omnifeient,  mud  know  what  is  the  highed  al- 
tered of  his  creatures;  He,  who  is  omnipotent,  can 
be  fubject  to  no  impediment  or  controul;  and  He,  the 
dlence  of  whole  nature  is  goodnefs,  mud  be  ever 
d it]  jo  fed  to  advance#  and  perfect:  univerfal  felicity. 
The  apparent  evils  of  life  would  entirely  vanifh, 
could  we  regard  them,  with  full  conviction,  as  the 
diipcnfations  of  our  father.  But  in  this  imperfect 
date  we  cannot  dived  ourfelves  of  human  infirmity. 
Submidion,  indeed,  implies  fuffering;  and  antece- 
dently to  rdignation  we  mud  feel  the  chaftenmg  hand 
of  God.  Our  bleded  Saviour,  under  the  proipett 
of  an  agonizing  death,  prayed  to  his  Father  to  re- 
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move  the  cup  from  him,  thus  evincing  a full  ftfife  of 
its  bitternefs  and  woe:  but  he  inftantly  and  devoutly 
adds,  never tbelefs  not  my  will  but  thine  be  done. 
Actuated  by  the  like  piety,  in  Ioffes,  ficknefs,  and 
pain,  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  kifs  the  rod,  and  fupporc 
ourfelves  with  patience,  and  even  cheerfulnefs,  under 
every  tribulation. 

But  true  piety  implies  active  as  well  as  paffive  forti- 
tude. Human  life  is  a warfare;  and  we  are  called, 
by  the  providence  of  God,  to  trials  and  exertions 
which  involve  in  them  difficulty,  pain,  and  danger. 
Solicitous  to  obtain  the  favour  and  confiding  in  the 
protection  of  our  Maker,  we  are  elevated  above  de- 
grading fears,  and  magnanimous  in  every  good  work. 
Thus  in  the  caufe  of  our  families,  of  our  friends,  of 
cur  country,  and  of  mankind,  we  become  difpofed 
and  even  zealous  to  facrifice  eafe,  fortune,  and  life 
itfelf.  For  the  eyes  of  the  Loud  arc  upon  them  that 
love  Him;  He  is  their  mighty  protestor,  and  Jlrongfiay . 
Look  at  the  generations  of  old , and  fee , did  ever  any 
irujl  in  the  Lord , and  was  confounded ? Or  whom 

did  He  ever  defpife  that  called  upon  Him  f Though 
1 walk  through  the  valley  of  the  Jhadow  of  death , / 
will  fear  no  evil,  for  Thou  art  with  me;  thy  rod  and 
thy Jlaff  comfort  me. 

A mind  fortified  with  fucli  holy  refolutions,  and 
fublime  in  its  conceptions  of  God  and  of  moral  ex- 
cellence, can  be  fubjeCt  neither  to  impurity,  intem- 
perance, pride,  nor  covetoufnefs.  Senfual  indulgences 
are  held  in  the  lowed  eftimation,  where  true  dignity 
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of  chara&er  fubfifts.  They  are  fubordinate  to  all 
other  enjoyments;  and  conned  humanity  with  the 
brutes,  and  not  with  heaven.  Pride  is  fo  oppofite 
to  the  meeknefs  of  a devotional  fpirit,  afpiring  to- 
wards perfection,  yet  confcious  of  imbecility  and 
guilt,  that  they  can  never  harmonize  together.  And 
avarice,  in  proportion  as  it  prevails,  excludes  every 
other  principle  of  action;  it  puts  fordid  means  for 
a noble  end,  purfues  the  fhadow  for  the  fubftance, 
and  exalts  mammon  above  God.  Two  fuch  mailers 
no  man  can  ferve;  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one , and 
love  the  other ; or  he  will  hold  to  the  one , and  de- 
fpife  the  other . 

I have  thus  endeavoured,  with  a brevity  perhaps 
hardly  jultiliable  on  fo  momentous  a fubjeCt,  to  illus- 
trate, and  to  apply  to  our  edification,  the  prediction 
delivered  in  my  text.  That  God  may  be  all  in 
all,  in  the  true  fpiritual  fenfe  of  the  Apollle,  is  a 
confummation  devoutly  to  be  wilhed:  - and  it  is  our 
privilege  and  felicity,  as  rational,  moral,  and  immortal 
beings,  that  we  are  formed  to  participate  in  its  ac- 
compliihment.  The  world  is  a fchool  of  inflruclion 
in  wifdom,  and  of  difcipJine  in  virtue:  and  its  bu- 
•jfinefs,  cares,  fufferings,  and  even  pleafures,  are  lefifons 
of  Divine  Providence ; which,  if  rightly  improved, 
will  enlarge  our  faculties,  expand  our  affeClions,  and 
train  us  to  the  love  and  imitation  of  our  Heavenly 
Preceptor,  Judge,  and  Father.  Let  us  lludy  to  iin- 
prefs  this  devout  fentiment  on  our  hearts ; and  to 
mak^  it  our  governing  principle  of  aCtion.  It  will 
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at  once  animate  and  fweeten  life;  will  fupport  us 
under  all  its  viciditudes ; and  bring  us  to  the  clofe  of 
it  with  ferenity  and  holy  joy;  enabling  us  at  the  fo- 
lemn  hour  of  dilfolution,  to  fay  with  St.  Paul,  I have 
fought  a good  fight , I have finifhed  my  courfe ; I have 
kept  the  faith:  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  right  eoufnefs , which  the  Lord , the  righteous 
judge  fall  give  me  at  that  day  ; and  not  to  me  only ; 
but  to  all  them  afo , who  love  his  appearing.  0 death! 
where  is  thy  fling!  0 grave!  where  is  thy  victory? 
The  ft  i fig  cf  death  is  fin\  and  the  ftrength  of  fin  is 
the  law . But  thanks  be  to  God , which  giveth  us  the 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore , 
my  beloved  brethren , be  ye  ftcdfaf , immoveable , al- 
ways abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord , forasmuch 
as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 


THE  END. 
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